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War of the Wng-Men

Chapter 1

great admiral Syranax hyr Urnan, heir Commander-in-Chief of the Fleet of the
Dr akko, Fisherman of the seas of the East, Conductor to the sacrifice, and
Oracul o of the Lodestar, extended its wings and it returned themto join again
with a surprising humming. During a little while, the papers that were upon

the table raised as a result of the air. - No! - it said -. Inpossible! It
must have some error. - As it pleases nmy adnmiral. - the Executive Head
Oficial Delp hyr Oikan, inclined with sarcasm-. the explorers, did not see

anything. The rage, was reflected in the face of T heonax captain hyr Urnan
son of the Geat Admiral, presumed heir. Its superior lip rose until their
cani ne eyeteeth showed a sparkling reflection that was darkened in its snout.
- we do not have tinme to per to der with its insolencias, Delp Executive - it
said coldly -. It would advise to my father who got rid of an official who
does not show nore respect. Under his distinguished official straps, the great
physi cal contexture of Delp straightened up. T heonax captain took a step
towards him The tails were opened and the wi ngs extended preparing itself for
the fight, until the roomfilled with its bodies and their hatred. Wth a

cal cul ati on that apparently was accidental, T heonax took its hand towards the
|ateral part of its waist. The yell ow eyes of the Delp flashed and their
fingers irritated on his tomahawk. The tail of adm ral Syranax was fought
against the ground. It was |like the outbreak of a punp. Both young noble

consi dered the place where they were, and very slowy, nuscle after nuscle

left these rested under the acariciadoras skins and they relaxed. - it is
al ready enough! - espetdé Syranax -. Delp, your |anguage will carry many
m sfortunes to you. T heonax, already | amgetting tired of your

i npertinencias. You will already have tine to resol ve personal your

enem stades when | amgrass of the fish. In the neantime, it |eaves calmny
few officials of solution. It was a this one explanation done with nore
firmess than anyone of which nobody had listened to himlong time ago. Their
son and his subordinate realized of which this creature of gray hair, of dim
eyes and rheumatic, had been in certain occasion the conqueror of the Maion
Mavy. (a thousand of w ngs of enemy heads had shaken of fear fromthe highest
masts) and still she was his head in the war against the Flock. They assuned

t hei r maxi mum aspect of respect and hoped to that they continued. - you do not
take my words very literally, Delp - the admiral said to average voice. One
approached towards the bookcase that was upon the table and took a pipe of
long fuze beginning to fill up it with long fibers of dry seaweed of the sea
that took in a tabaquera in its waist. In the neantine its rigid already old
body was | odged | ooking for the greater confortableness in a arncthair of wool,

and leather. "I was surprised rather naturally - it continued - but am sure
that our explorers still know how to use as a tel escope. Describenme again and
with all exactitude which happened. - a patrol approximately made its habitual
recognition to thirty mles to the nornoroeste of here - Delp with nuch
firmess in its words said -. This was was the general area of the called
island... | cannot pronounce this |acking name of the hand of the Gods, Sir;
it means the Flight of the Flags. - Yes, yes - Syranax- agreed you nust know

that | have thrown a look to the nap sometines. T heonax nade a face. Delp did
not belong to the cut. This era its disadvantage. Hi s grandfathers had been a
si mpl e constructor of boats, his father never was beyond the captainship of a
sinpl e square. She was | ater when the famly ennobleci 6 by the heroic services
of the Xarit'ha battle, naturally. But they had remained in a rank of little

| evel . A handful of people who as soon as it could exceed to those of his

| i neage. Syranax like answer to these ill-fated days of hunger and nisery, had



chosen officials being based only on the denonstrated ability. This way little
the inmportant Delp hyr Oikan had been ascended, in few years to the second

hi gher position in Drak'ho. Its rise, neverthel ess, had not exiled the rudeza
of its education, or, taught |ike behaving with real noble. If Delp were
popul ar with the nost conmon sailors he was at the sane tine the one that take
refook with nmore msfortune on the part of many aristocrats. For themit
continued being, a parvenl, a coarse one, with the nerve that was reconciled
to a Sa Axollon. Once the protective wings of the adniral were folded with the

death... T heonax savored ahead of tinme what it would happen to Del p Oikan
Serious very easy to find sone accusation to its name. The Executive
continued: - | feel It, Sir - it murnured - | did not nmean... we are still so

profane in which it concerns this anple sea. The explorers saw this floating
object. He was sonething since never they had heard previously. Two of them
returned flying to give account to us of it and to request advice to us. |

went to see what it happened by same me. Sir, is truth! - a floating object
six tinmes |longer than | ongest of our canoes, like ice, and still, not even
like ice. - the Admral shook his gray head. Very slowy he put the spark plug
inthe lighter. But he was with unnecessary violence that |lead pavilo to the
smal | wood cylinder of the pipe. Mwing it froma part to another one, he

approximated the fire to the cazoleta of pipe and aspired deeply. - the
pol i shed rock crystal nore could have an aspect very simlar to this device -
Del p was explained -. But not so shining. But not with so many sparkles. - and

there are aninmals that nove in their interior? - Three, gentleman.

Approxi mately of our stature, or a little greater perhaps, but w thout w ngs
and tail. They are not indeed animals... | create. Apparently they wear suits
and | do not believe that the shining device has been conceived as a boat. One
noves between the waves abomi nably and it gives the inpression of not being

able to change its location. - If it is not a boat nor another device conme off
some port, then by all the Gods, fromwhere it cones? of the depths? - | do
not create it, captain - Delp with irritation said -. If he were thus, the

bei ngs whomthere are in himwould be fish or manmalian or... good, able for

swi mmi ng he gives all ways. But they are not it, have the aspect of a
terrestrial typical configuration nonapt for the flight, but for only having
four menmbers. - Then, | nust be conceited that they fell of the sky - said
with T heonax ridicule. - it would not surprise to ne absolutely - Delp in | ow
voi ce answered -. there is no another direction of where they have been able
to come. - T heonax seated on its heels, with the conpletely opened nouth. But
his father only noved the head agreeing. - Very well - Syranax- nurnured
enchants to ne to see that there is a little imagination in all this. - But
fromwhere they cane, flying? - espetd T heonax. - Perhaps our enem es of
Lannach have sonmething to see with this - the Admiral said -. They nuch nore
cover a great part with the world every year, that what we found place setting
in many generations; they have contact with a hundred of Barbarian tribes down

in the tropical and interchange the news there. - and wonen - T heonax said.

It spoke in that m xture of desaprobante voice, that was characteristic of the
whol e fleet when it watched the clothes of the emi grants. - That does not
matter - Delp responded. T heonax responded with vividness: - You, puppy that
you put yourself fromthe |low class, you dare... - the tip O oses! - Syranax
shouted. After a pause it continued: - | have nmade investigati ons between our
prisoners. In the neantine, it will be better than we send a fast canoe before
this object finds others. - They can be dangerous - T heonax warned. - Exactly
- his father said -. If he is thus they will be better in our hands than if

for exanmple they found the Lannach'onai and they nade with them an alliance.
Dal p, takes the Temis with an abundant and good crew. And it takes with you

to that type of the Lannach who we captured, how that professional |inguist..
- Tolk is called? - a habitual pronunciacion hurried in answering the
Executive little showi ng. - Yes Perhaps he can speak to them It sends

expl orers, once you are there so that fleet has me to current but nantente
sufficient noved away of themw th main, until you are well safe that the
bei ngs whomthere are in that device, are to us inoffensive Mantente al so



nmoved away until | have ruined any superstitious fear, about the marine
denons, but | know robust if you nust be it. We always can request excuses
later... or send the bodies by the hut. Now, it flies! And Del p, voted.

Chapter 2

Desol ation had to himcatched. Even fromthis | ow and bal anceante crui se of
the killer sky, Eric Wace could see an i mensity of horizon. He thought that

i mense di nension of this ring, where the pale sky was with the gray which
they formed the storny clouds and tdamul os, and the great ones you whip of the
waves, were sufficient to terrify a man. The aspect that presents/displays the
death that watchs to us had been faced previously, on the Earth, by nmany of
its ancestors; but the Earth horizon, was not so renmpote. It did not matter
that it was to a hundred of years light of his own sun. Such di stances were
too great to be able to include/understand them they becanme sinple nunbers,
and they did not scare to which counted in his salary a trip in spaceship per
week. Even the ten thousand kiloneters of the opened ocean, to a world of only
a human group, people located there by special nmission, did not mean nore than
anot her nunber. Later, if it lived, Wace would have to dedicate a dying tine,
asking itself howto be able to send a nessage throughout all this enpty, but
at the nonent too much it was occupied in staying with life. But the total

di stance of the planet was sonmething that it could see. This vision to him had
not becone present before in its eighteen nonths of stay, but then it had as
much been isol ated psychol ogi cal as well as physically by a inconquistable
techni cal machinery. Now he was single in a vessel that sank and was tw ce but
far to be able to watch throughout the di sagreeable waves of you limt them of
the world of which there was it been of the Earth. The crui se of the sky was
af fected and bal anced froma part to another one under a wild inpact. Wace
lost its balance and slipped throughout curved netallic plates. Wth rage it
was | ooking for with his hands the cable of the |light that whipped the boxes
of food in the navigation turret. If it went towards a side its boots and
dresses they would sink to himdownwards |like a stone. It was taken hold on
time and it was arranged to rest a little, the inopportune wave slapped its
face as if it was a hum d and salty hand. Shaking of cold, Wace finished
fixing and to order the last box and to put it in its site and soon were
crawl i ng towards the entrance hatchway. She was a small one and niserable
energency door but the stroll of crystal cover on which the passengers had
taken a walk while the pilots of the cruise lead it through the sky, was ful

of water and his adorned subnerged bronze doors. The water had filled the
engi ne room now totally damaged, when they sank. Since then the ship had been
taki ng water around all doublings retaining walls, until all the ship was
together for pargo and last trip to the bottomof the sea. The wi nd happened
whi stling through his debilitated fingers and to traverse of his wet hair,
trying to mai ntain open you hatchway while that Wace wanted to close it after
him 1t had a fight against the typhoon. Typhoon? Denons, no! He had only the
speed of a wind which we had considered normal, but w th superior an

at nospheric pressure six times and that whipped like a terrestrial storm the
Condemmed PLC 2987165 II! Damm the same PL, and the condemmed Ni chol as van
Rijn and still still nmore condemmed Eric Wace to be as crazy as to work by the
Conmpany! Briefly, while it fought agai nst the hatchway, Wace watched over the
foam of the waves, as if it |ooked for a salvation. It did not descry nore
than to a reddi sh sun and great storm cloud banks, dirty, in the north and a
few points, that probably belonged to the Earth in that they were. Satan hurt
with its rays those native people who did not come to help them Those rays
woul d have at |east to disappear while human bei ngs suffocated, instead of
bei ng suspended there in the sky rejoicing. Wace cl osed the hatchway, it
separated quickly of her and it lowered the stairs. On his feet it had to stay



with force against the shaken forts. Still it could hear the waves fighting
itself on the ship and the wind force. - He is everything in order? - Yes, ny
lady - so nuch said as there is it been never. - Wat it is not nuch, no? -
Ms. Sandra Tamarin exerted all her fulgor on him After this she it did not
mean nore than another shade in the dark of the dead ship -. But you seema
drowned rat, friend m ne. They see, we have dry clothes for you. Wace agreed
and it undressed of its wet jacket and it threwto the distant spot its dul
water floods. Ice creamw thout them had renmained - they could not be to nore
than five degrees Celsius but it seenmed that those clothes had renmai ned during
long time subnerged in the ocean. Their teeth castafieaban while it followed it
her by the corridor. He was typical a high and young man of the north of
America, reddish hair, blue eyes and with characteristics of hardness in his
facti ons who pronounced thenselves in all their full body of very devel oped
muscl es. It had begun like apprentice in warehouses at the age of twelve
years, there far in the Earth and now it conprised of the Sol ar Conpany of
Especi as and Licores in all the planet known with the name of D onedes. It had
not been an elevation to his rank obtained at a surprising speed. The tactics
of go Rijn were to elevate in category in agreenent with the results, that was
just like to obtain that a mentality of fast reflections, a fast revol ver and
a clear vision of the things were favored by the opportunity at the ascent.

But had been the one of him a solid one and good race with a future of
occupations on the less isolated and di sagreeabl e positions, conpleted with an
executive position and as category back in the world to which it bel onged
and... and why served all this if the waters nore not know ng were going to
swallow to himin a few hours? At the end of the corridor where the navigation
turret rose, was again the cobrizo brightness of the sun that irritated its
nerves and that were seen in the sky bel ow dark cl ouds, by the southwestern
part as the day declined. Lady Sandra left its torch and indicated towards a
pl ace on the cover. To the other side were the outer clothes, reinforced,
snooth and protective clothes that he to need it before venturing itself again

in the outside being put under the equinoccial spring. - Ponte all this - it
said as soon as the boat begins to sink, we will have to | eave the greater
speed to him - Where it is Freeman van Rijn? - Wace asked. - Dedic | accept

to the last minutes of work on the raft. He is a very mafioso man with the
tools, right? But in a while a sinple worker of the space was given. Wace
shrank of shoul ders and hoped to that it went. - | have said to You that you
change - she said. - But... - Oh! - a tenuous smle never crossed its face

t hought about that there was a naked taboo on the Earth. - Good... not

exactly, | create, ny lady. But after all you belong to the nobility, and | am
not nmore than a retailer. - O republican planets as the Earth arrives the
worse ones fromsnobs - it said here all we are human bei ngs. And now,

canbi ate quickly. | will become frombacks if you wish it. Wace was cont ai ned
as rapidly as possible in its clothes. The glad unconcern that it showed, was
an unexpected bal sam for ne. It thought about the l[uck that always acconpanied
to that goat gordinflona and old that was their fellow traveller goes Rijn. It
did not have straight! The collectors of Kernes speak to a |large extent be a
great grouping and their descendants had made the truth |ike sonething

i nherent in them specially the aristocrats, after Kermes was proclained |ike
great ducado an i ndependent one during the Rupture. Lady Sandra Tanmarin was

al nrost as high as he and their devoid dresses of winter of formdid not get to
conpletely hide the full silhouette of feminidad. It had a face too nuch it
last to be beautiful: extended front, great nmouth, small nose, poénul os salient
but with great and torn green eyes under very bl ack eyebrows, that were
prettiest than Wace had never seen. Its hair was |long, straight, blond ash and
that was gathered in a species of nmofio at that nonent but that Wace had seen

floating freely under a crown the light of a candle. - you are Already ready,
Freeman Wace? - Ch... | feel it, lady. | was thinking. Only a little while and
| am prepared! - the tdnica put on himthat had to cover all the body to him
but it left it without getting to close the rack. Still it was left a certain

human aspect in its clothes -. Yes, already | am | request pardon to him -



she does not have inportance - it becane. In the small space in which they
could nmove, their bodies were close. She watched at the outside towards the

sky -. Those native ones, not yet are here? - That | create |ady. Too high for
me to be able to be safe but they they can rise to several kiloneters of

eni ente height without inconv. - Me | have asked it same me but | have not had
the opportunity to find out. | thought that it could not have flying aninmals
of the stature of a man, and these Di onedanos has six nmeters in width with the
ext ended wi ngs. How? Now ask you this? She sonr i6. - we are only waiting for
Freeman van R jn. \What another thing we can do that to speak of curiosities?
-... we will help... to finish that raft soon Hm but we will sink. - it said
to Me that we had only sufficient batteries for a short trip, so that soon he
will be ready. Please, it continues speaking. The aristocrats of Kernes, have

their custons and taboos, to even die correctly. Wat another thing is a nan,
but an accumul ati on costumary and taboos? Its dry voice had certain vivacity,
she smled a little, but he wondered hinmself to what extent the position that
she adopted was real. To the dembn with that farce! he had nmeant he. W are
sunk in the ocean of a planet, whose life is to us poi sonous. There is an
island to a few hundreds of kil oneters of here, but we only know its direction
vaguel y. Perhaps we pruned perhaps or perhaps no, to finish the raft on tine,
to save the fuel tanks and we pruned although he is not safe, to load in her
our rations on tinme human type; and all this will depend on the stormthat is
formng in the north. These were native that watched over our heads does a few
hours, but since then have let be... before us, or... to watch us, any thing
less to offer aid to us. Sonmebody hates you to himor to the old one they go
Rijn, meant. To ne, | amnot the sufficiently inportant thing so that they
hate to ne. But van Rijn is the solar conpany of Especias and Licores, which
neans a great power in Liga Polesotécnica, the one that is greatest to be able
in the well-known gal axy. And you are Lady Sandra inheriting Tamarin of the
throne of a whole planet - if you live that you have despi sed many supplies of
marriage of its declining one and worn down aristocracy, preferring publicly
to look for by other parts a father for your children, so that the next G eat
Duke of Kernes can be a man and not a reason for ridicules. And many
cortesanos nust fear their access. Oh, if, had neant he, was very nmany people
who woul d | eave winning, if as much Nicholas van Rijn or Sandra Tamarin, did
not nmanage to return Era one galanteria calculated on the other hand to himto
have offered a trip in their particular ship fromAntares where was she in the
Earth doing high in the way which always they were interesting. At least it
could | ook for commercial concessions in the Ducado. Wen nore, no, as soon as
it could obtain a true alliance; there was too much denmon put in him He (nore
intelligent and i nnocent fort) never would even allow that he rested his heavy
i nnkeepers on the arnthairs of your parents. But | go nonadic, ny bel oved, had
to quer gone to say he; and the cause is that sonebody in the crew of the
boat, had been bribed. The schene of the bribe well was perpetrated; that
somebody | ooked for its opportunity. It arrived when you took earth on

D onedes, to see how it is true and unexpected a new planet, a planet where
until the main continental configurations they had been you |lower certain in
the maps, during little the five years that a handful of nen had here been

The opportunity arrived when said myself | of conduciros to you and ny old one
endi abl ado head to those mountains to half of way around this world, that has
been designated |ike a spectacul ar scene. A punp in the nmain generator, a
cruel crew, engineer and di sappeared butlers of crewin the blow ng of the
death, the head of ny copilot destroyed when sinking to us in the sea, the
destroyed radio, and the latest that is of despoliation is going to sink |ong
bef ore which in Thursday Landing they begin to worry itself by us and cone to
ook for to us. And in case we survive, it even is that there will be the
smal | opportunity fromwhich a few spaceshi ps, crossing a unknown world al nost
in the maps, twice greater than the Earth, can get to see three human beings
to fly on hin? Anyway, it had wanted to indicate, since all our schenes and
adapt ati ons have not lead to us nore than to this, would not be of nore than
we forgot themduring just a short time that we have left and on his place she



kissed to ne. But its throat was closed and he did not say anything of al
this. - Therefore? - an inpatience note was reflected in the voice of Sandra
-. very you are shut up, Freeman Wace. - | feel It, ny lady - it murnured - |
believe that | amnot very apt to establish conversation under... hum these
circunstances. - | feel nmuch not to be described for ofrecerte the consol ation
as the religion - she with sharp sarcasmsaid. A great white wave rai sed over
the outer cover, and reached the turret. They noticed as the steel and the

pl astic shook as a result of the blow During a little while, while P! water
crowded they remained in a blind person and tenebrous runruneamn ento. Soon
while it was clarified, and Wace saw how far despoliation had arrived and it
asked if they would get to be able to be able to reach the raft of go R jn,
that was outside of the hatchway, and were a whiteness that blinded its eyes.
First it did not believe it and soon it had not believed it because one did
not dare, but later no longer could deny it. - Lady Sandra - it spoke with

i mense wel |l -taken care of; it did not have to notify to shouts to her like a
terrestrial one of nore low quality. - Yes? - It did not separate the Vista of
the contenplation of the North part of the conpletely enpty horizon, except of
clouds and light. - There, ny |ady. Towards the Southeastern. She would
believe... sails, fighting itself against the wind. - Wat? - She was like a
exteriorizaci 6n on the part of her. Sonething that made | augh aloud to Wace. -
a boat or sonething simlar - it indicated who cones in this direction. - she
did not know that the native ones were marine - she in voice said is. - they
are not it, ny lady... in the environs of Thursday Landing - it tal ked back
but this it is a great planet, approximately four times the area of the Earth
surface, and we only know a small part a continent. - Then, you do not know as
they are these sailors? - My lady, | do not have nor the smaller |dea.

Chapter 3

Ni cholas van Rijn arrived giving to shouts when hearing those of its fellow
traveller. - Condemnation - it shouted - a boat you said? Better serious than
it was a shark if you are not m staken, Condemmation! - It was towards the
turret and it watched towards outside through the plastic and with salt water

i ncrustations. The Iight was very tenuous and al so due to the proxinty of the

| oaded storm cl ouds that whipped with the air their face. - Therefore what is
that, where it is that pestilente boat? - There Sir - that sailboat said to
Wace-. - Swift-sailing Powder and bullets in your cenent head that is a
boat... no, hopes, condemmation, is a true very rudinmentary boat although with

a main nmast and everything, ja! and what way to handle has it, it nust have a
quite great rudder, that all the Gods hel p us! A species of boat goes! - What
another thing could wait for you in a planet w thout nortal s? - Wace said.
Their nerves were too sensible for him to remenber the deference that had to
the prince of the merchants. - Hum.. that is not nmore than rescue boats,

per haps sone ot her species of rare boats, quickly, dane dressed dry, this is
too cold for naked nonkeys. Wace realized of which they go Rijn was put in a
pool species and that the bitter water of the sea got to along with cover
until its figure its legs. - |I know where they are, N cholas - Sandra said
goi ng towards the part of the corridor. The boat put every minute nore
dangerous than it happened as the water entered through all the parts of the
same one. Wace helped its head to undress of the coverall that took. Naked,
they go Rijn remenbered gorila of two neters of very velludo stop and with a
belly, with its backs very bent. Shouting to great voices its indignation and
the cold and the humidity and the sl owness of its assistants. But a great ring
flashed in their heavy fingers and bracelets in their wist and a small neda
of San Di mas hung of their neck. On the contrary to Wace that found nore
practitioner a very short haircut and to shave itself very well, they go Rijn
left his oily one and bl ack hair was encaracol ase and, to take it long to the
| ast fashion, also letting grow his aci erated nmoustaches below its nose. It
entered the departnent of navigation with force and murnuring until it found a



bottle of rum - Ahhh! | knew that this damm bottle had hidden it | sonewhere,
it put the bottle in his lips and gave three or four drinks. Good, very good!
now | feel like a human man and respectable. It gave average return doing to
renenber a mgjestic planet when Sandra returned. The only dresses that it had
found that they could conv enir to himto him were the his own ones, those of
him a species of shirt with great bows and adornments in the part of the
figure, trousers with great reflections of silk and averages, shoes and a hat
of pens. - Thanks - he with courtesy now Wace said while seen nme, he sees
Perfect the living roomand there you will find a bottle of and a box of
Perfect and a small bottle of apple juice. Please, he sees | ook for them and
soon he sees outside find our guests. - Blessed San Pedro! - the living room
shout ed Wace- is already full of water. - Ah? - they go Rijn sighed - then we
needed only the bottle apple juice, now sees express, you do what you can. -
It nmade crack its fingers. Wace said very quickly. - we do not have tine,
gentleman, | must make still all the route of the ship and to | ook for our
amuni ti on, these native ones could be hostile. - If they have heard speak
others to us, it is possible - she acceded go Rijn. It began to put his
clothes inner of natural silk -. Brrrr. Five thousand spark plugs would right
now give to be in ny office of Ansterdam - To what santo you woul d of fer
then? - Lady Sandra asked. - To San Nicholas, ny christian nanme... pattern of
t he nonadi c ones and... - San N cholas would want it better in witing - she
said, go Rijn had a acierated gl ance but one cannot speak nor answer the
heiress of a nation, with inportant comrercial concessions to offer. It spent
some time before they were outside. They go Rijn one was worried to | eave by

t he emergency hatch and had to be pushed. The period of rotation of D onedes
was only of twelve hours and average and this latitude of 30 North degrees was
still in the side of the winter equinox; thus the sun was arriving at the | ow
part fromthe sea at a devilish speed. They arrived at the superior part and
they left drags it of the wind along with cracked the waves on them They
could not make another thing. - it is not a place for a poor old and fat man -
it whispered go Rijn, the typhoon took the words over himand it made fly over
himand it made fly over the stirred up sea. Better it would be than |I had had
left in house in Holland where he is so | ukewarmand | do not |ose ny few | ast
years of life in squandering it here. Wace directed its eyes towards the
waves. The boat approached. At the sane time it could appreciate the nmasters
of the crew and go Rijn did not abstain in praising them - | would put to
themin the club Sunday Yacht, condenac ion, yes! and to put themin the next
regatas betting by them It was a boat of nore than thirty meters in length
with a good elaboration in his candles but he did not have the speed and the
prestancia of other boats. - the diomedanos - the tone of Sandra was still in
its ears under the threatening wind and the hunmm ng of waters -. You have
spoken with them soneti mes during a year and nmeans, no? What we can hope of

t hen? Wace shrank of shoul ders: - What we can hope of a tribe of humans back
in the age gives stone? They coul d be canni bal poets or or both things.
Everything what | know is the tribe of Tyrlanian that is hunting em grants.
They al ways stay according to the letter of their |laws; they are not very
scrupul ous as soon as if spirit, naturally but is in general a decent tribe. -
You speak its |language? - | speak It whichever allows me ny to pal adar human
and ny tecnoterrestre culture, ny lady. | do not mean that he can

i ncl ude/understand all his concepts but | get out of trouble nyself. Exhausted
t he spaceshi p noved, heard as the walls crujian and the water that entered on
the inside and at the same tinme felt like a convul sion under their feet.
Sandra fell against him Then it could appreciate drops frozen in his
eyebrows. - This does not nean that | will include/understand the |oca

| anguage - it finished we are nore far from Tyrlan than Europe of China. The
canoe was now al nost on them never had been able to arrive nore on tine. \Wat
it was of the spaceship was going to sink in some mnutes, arrived on tine,
the sailors threw cords, an anchor of sea and fornidos arns delivered all the
attacks to remove to themfromthe water. Slowy then a di omedano appr oached
with a cord. Gther two went closely together to their side, of course noticed



bei ng guards. First of them one approached and it watched the humans. Tyrl an
being very to the north, many of their inhabitants, not yet had returned from
the tropical; and this one was the first di onedano that Sandra had found. It
very was wet, it had nmuch cold and incapable to be able to enjoy the presence
and the cruel grace of his novenents but despite she watched w th nuch

t hor oughness. Possibly it would have to live with this race during long tine
if it is that they did not kill it. It was of the stature of a small man, with
athick tail of a meter of long and finishing in a species of rudder grasiento
and trenendous wi ngs that were fol ded on their back. Their arnms were under the
wi ngs near half of the body and had an aspect that remenbered somethi ng human,
under their muscle hands full with five fingers. The legs were less famliar
curved backwards fromthe feet with four heels that could have al nost bel onged
to a prow bird. The head at the end of the neck that had been tw ce nore

l ength than the one of a human, was round, with an anple forehead of yell ow
eyes and with menbranes under thick eyebrows, a black nose in a face that had
short whi skers and a great mouth with oseznos teeth of the fat dining roons.

It did not have external ears but they had a full ruscle crest in the head
that hel ped themto control the flight. It covered a brown species to them of
skin; he was really a mammalian male. It dressed two belts that happened

t hrough their "backs" and a third that tied in their figure and pair |eather
bags that hung of the sane one. It took a knife, an axe of pedernal. Through
the thick dark it was very difficult to guess what class of arnms took their
conpani ons, was sonething long and thin, but that surely was not rifle,
because in this planet there was copper nor no iron. Wace inclined towards
ahead and forced its | anguage to pronounce sone syllables of tyrlaniano. -
We... are... friends. Me... he includes/understands... you? All one retahila
of totally strange words was against him One shrank and it extended its
hands. The di omedano becane through the spaceship and its body inclined

towards dejante while it balanced his wings and their tail, and quickly tied
its own cord to the same place in which they were tied anc those of the
spaceship. - a square knot - it said Go Rjn alnost, calmy nakes desire ne

return to house. In the other end of the cord they began to tie the canoe. The
di omedano returned its face to Wace and indicated to its vessel. Wace agreed
but suddenly account occurred that the gesture was probably w thout no meaning
and took a very precarious step in that direction there. The di onedano took
another cord and it passed it over him It indicated towards there to the
humans and made gestures. - Already | include/understand - it said Go Rijn -
they do not dare to approach nore. He is too feasible that their boats expl ode
against us. W nust tie this cord to us around our bodies and they w Il hoi st
to us. Blessed it is Cristébal, what things nust to himnmake to an ol d poor
man man with the already too hard bones! - But nevertheless it is left our
food - Wace said. The cruise of the sky still noved and | owered nore, the

di omedano noved with nervousness. - No, not - it shouted Go Rijn -. it had the
i npression that if shouted enough it could be made understand and penetrate in
the Iinguistic barrier. Their arms extended. - you never include/understand to
me, species of idiot? Bond nore than we suffocate in which it is of our boat
in this pestilente ocean, that to try to eat your food. W will die! W will
have pains belly! Suicide! - its nouth Indicated, gave blows in its abdonen
and indicated the rations. Wace realized of which these denpbnstrations were
too dangerous. Here they had a planet with oxygen, nitrogen, hydrogen, carbon
sul fi de and bi ochemi cal proteins that forned genes, chronosones, cells,

weaves, protoplasma to give a reasonable definition, and the human that tried
to eat a fruit or nmeat of the di onedanos, would later die ten mnutes of fifty
any allergic reactions. They were not the appropriate proteins. In fact only
certain foods woul d cause that the nmen did not reach chronic diseases |ike

ast hma and other mani festations that could be reached in the air that they
breathed or the water that drank. It had today been during many hours,
reuniting all the supplyings of food that they had in the cruise to bring them
to the boats. This lujurioso atnospheric vessel in which it had arrived with
Goes Rijn was quick to do orgias of "picnic" when they assaulted the desire to



them It was full of bread, mantequilla sweet, Edam cheese, snoked sal non,
peaches, fruits in conserve, chocolate, pudin, beer, came and God knows how
many other things to allow that three human bei ngs could be there during

nmont hs. The di onedano extended its wings doing to hit at the same tinme them
and fluttering to stay still on. The nmerchant hoped estdlido indicating once
inawhhile with the finger towards the accunul ated boxes. Finally the

di omedano reached the idea or sinmply it gave with her. But it was very just a
short time that to lose. He indicated towards the canoe, one of his conpani ons
he arrived, he undid the fastenings and he began to transport boxes. Wace

hel ped Sandra to tie the cord around her. - | amafraid that one will get wet
before very many gives to reach the boat, ny lady - he said trying to smle
She nade a gesture of indifference. - Therefore this she is pioneering Bravo
between stars. | will say it to ny cut of poets when she returns to house if
she is that | return. Wien it had crossed and the cord had descended, They go
Rijn made signs to Wace. , They go Rijn was discussing with the di onedano
head. Al this was carried out in the true one and real |anguage anong them
Wace did not know it but they had reached a point in which the indignation
shouts were sent fromone to another one. As well as Wace had reached the
boat, They go Rijn seated on the cruise of the sky and it did not want to
nmove. And when youngest, \Wace mamde its arrival to the soaked boat of water,

t he nmerchant had won evidently the battle. A diomedano could raise
approximately fifty kilos in short distances in the air. Three of them

i mprovi sed a cord who tied of an a others and hung of her to Go Rijn to
transport it over the water. , they go Rijn not yet had reached the canoe when
the cruise of the sky sank.

Chapter 4

The boat took on her a hundred of native all arned, some dressing hel mets and
constructed | aminated | eather arnors, a catapult that as soon as it was seen

t hrough the dark, was nounted in the cover; in addition it had a cabin done of
trunks and covered of marine seaweed that finished by the final part in a
speci es of carabela of nedieval style. In the ceiling two nmen directed a | ong
rudder. - It is well sure we have found a navigation boat - he shouted Go Rijn
-, It is not so good but in aim Wth a retailer | can speak; with a
pestilente official and bridles of silver inits brain | only can shout. -,
entrecerrd the eyes directing themtowards the night where the crack of the
storm became sensible. - | ama pecador poor man - it shouted - but this I
have not deserved it. You hear to me? After a little one tied the humans and
one went to themtowards a cabin. The boat had begun to run before the
typhoon. The bal ance, the murmur of the waves and the wind and the

t hunder cl aps, had nmade echo in the conscience of Wace. It wanted, to only find
a place where he was dry, to take off its clothes soaked in water and to |et

t hensel ves fall in a bed and sl eep during one hundred of years. The cabi n was
smal . Three humans and two di omedanos let site hardly to seat. But she was
| ukewarm and a stone | anp hung of the ceiling and threw a tenuous full 1ight

of grotescas shades with the movenent. The native one which it habiase found
first with themwas present. Its crystal dagger took it in a hand and it on
the | ookout maintained it like a lion; but half of its attention seened to be
concentrated in the other that was supported and was older, with gray tufts in
its hair, and that was tied in one of the corners with a cord piece. The eyes
of Sandra were narrowed. The di omedano with the knife watched through the room
and Go Rijn swore: - You, species of idiot, want to let see to us howis a
weapon? First the native one said something to which it was tied. This | ast
one nmade a species of answer with grufiido and soon it becane towards the
humans. When it spoke it did not sound what as if said was the sanme | anguage
that the one of the others. - Thus, then! An interpreter! - he said Go Rjn -
You, to speak English? Hwv, hw, hwt - a blowin its thigh occurred. - No, it



hopes, nore bond to prove - it said, and then Wace was expressed in
tyrl ani ano. - understand you to Me? It is possibly the only conversation that
we pruned to have together in common. The captive raised his encrestada head
and seated on his hands and their heels. \What responded was alnost fanmiliar. -
It speaks very slowy, please - Wace said, and then it felt how all the dream
that before watched it left him Something that it could include/understand
arrived to him - You do not use a version of the Carnoy that | have heard
before. - Carnoy? Wait for, if, one of the tyrlanianos has nentioned a
confederation of tribes far fromthe South and who they have such nane. | am
using the | anguage of a type of Tyrlania. - | do not know this race, they do
not invernan in our fields. Nor either carnoy |like regular thing, but once in
a while does not do it when all of themare in the tropical sonme arrives at
pas ar this way, therefore - and then he said sonething ininteligible. The

di omedano with the knife said something, inpatient and gave a sharp answer.
The interpreter said to Wace: - | am Tol k, a noohera of the Lannachska. - what
of what? - Wace said. It is not easy hunman beings to even tal k when they nust
use a jargon different froma strange | anguage. The dense accent inposed by
human the buccal cords and the ears of the diomedano - that heard to themin a
speci es of subsound, but did not get to reach the conplete conversation; the
declination of the maxi num answers was different -, to the aim Wce it needed
a few hours to be able to be made understand in a information of a few
phrases. Tol k was a specialistic linguist of the great tribe of Lannach, was
one of its functions to |earn each one of the |anguages that arrived at their
tri be and which they were many. Perhaps its title could be denom nated
her al do, because their duties included a great anount of cerenonial subjects
and presided over all the nessengers of the body. Flock was in war with
draconay, and Tol k had been captured in a recent skirm sh. The other di onmedano
present was called Del p and been a high official of much rank of draconay.
Wace posponed speaki ng much about itself, not only by desire to be sonmewhat
reserved as far as him but who because account of the so difficult task
occurred that it would be to be made include/understand. It requested to Tol k
that noticed Delp to himthat the food which they had renmoved fromthe cruise,
as well as was essential for the earth nmen, could kill the di onedanos. - and
why this would have to say | to him- Tolk with a scorn gesture asked fromthe
human point of view, he was very disagreeable. - If not it beams - Wace said,
can repel on you when he knows that you did not do it. - It is truth. Tolk
spoke to Del p. The official gave a fast answer. - He says that any danmage wl |
not be done to you unless you want it thus - Tolk explained -, it says that
you rmust |l earn his | anguage so that you can speak with him - Wat is what it
is saying? - he interrupted Go Rijn. Wace explained it. They go Rijn expl oded
- What ? What says? To have left here we until the death and all the denons of
the worl d? But damm am already would explain | to him WAice rose on its feet.
The wings of Delp, fluttered until beconming to put in their site. It showed
his teeth. The door was opened and a pair of guards watched the interior. One
of them took tonmahawk and anot her one took a species of wood saber that
flashed. They go Rijn took the hand towards its revolver. The voice of Delp

spread in the room Tolk translated: - It says that we have calm - After to
have spoken a little nore and with considerable ones, efforts to be able to
guess at some noments the part between Wace and Tol k, were explained: - he

does not wi sh badly no, but he al so nust think about his town. You are
somet hing new. To perhaps you prune to help himor perhaps you are so bad for

himthat not you allow marcharos. | have to have tine to discover it. You nust
your sel ves undress of everything what you take above and leave it to its
position. On the other hand he will provide to you with other dresses since

account occurs of which you do not have skins that cover to you. \When Wace had
interpreted all this for the nerchant Goes Rijn said with surprise: - |

beli eve that we do not have election at this noment. W could get rid of many
of them Perhaps we could enpower conpletely of the boat. But we cannot sai

all the way until our earth by we ourself. - Wthout nothing else that what we
have we woul d di e of hunger by the way. If | were younger... by good San



Jorge, would fight on the general principles. Hand by hand woul d take and
touch xilofén to himaside on its ribs and woul d cause that the nation
conpletely helped ne. But nowl amtoo old and fat and amtired and is very
hard to be old, boy. Frunci 6 entrecejo on its inclining in front and agreed of
a full form of experience: - But, condemmation! Were they are the enenies who
pay to an a the others and where they are the honest retailers who have an
opportunity to renove snall benefits although she is in these occasions?

Chapter 5

- First - Wace said -, you nust include/understand that the world has a bal
form - CQur phil osophers know this fromkill time - he said to Delp with

conpl acenci a-i ncluso the Barbarians as the Lannachoi a has an Idea of the
truth. After all, they cover hundreds with kil oneters every year in

em gration. W are not so novable, but, however, we rmust work in the
principles of Astronony before we pruned to sail nore far. Wace doubted if in
Draconay could be located they thensel ves with high accuracy. He was
surprising which its neolithic technol ogy had finished not only in stone, but
in crystal and ceramcs; they got to even nbld sone resins sintétic ace. They
had tel escopes, a species of astrol abios, and tables of navigati on based on
the Sun, stars and two small noons. Neverthel ess, the conpasses and the
chronometers required iron, in fact, did not exist absolutely in D onmedes.
Automatically it observed a rich market in power. The prinitive tyrlani anos
were very eager by the equipment and the arns for netal, paying exorbitant
amounts in skins, gens and very useful juice in pharmacy and that did of

pl anet one of nuch value for the attention of Liga Pol esotécnica. The Draconay
coul d use other nore sophisticated objects: fromclocks and rules, to machines
Di esel, and they were able to be able to provide higher prices. It could find
out fromwhere it was: the Gerunis ship, headquarters of the official in head
of the fleet; and this extraordinary one, at the nonment, creature who seated
in the cover and spoke with him was in fact its jailer. How | ong had happened
since they crashed? fifteen days di onedanos? This woul d be nore than one week
inthe terrestrial aspect. A certain percentage of the Earth food al ready had
eaten it, he had insisted on | earning the | anguage of Draco, of their
conpani on of prison, Tolk. It was a luck that Liga had, necessarily, towards
long tinme, devel oped the principles by which the instruction could be given in
very just a short time, when trained ion pronounced one properly imagi nac,
could reach to include/understand the things that were only said once. Sane
Tol k used an al nost identical system it could not never have seen netal, but
the Heral do was semantically sophisticated. - Good, then - it said to Wace
titubeando and EC putting errors in its vocabul ary, but adapted its then

i ntentions, you know that this world in ball formgives returns around the
Sun? - A few phil osophers create this - Delp said -. | ama practitioner, and
| never take care much of some of these things. - the noverment of our world is
not very usual. In fact, in many aspects it is a place not very delimted.
Your sun is colder and redder than ours, thus, then, your honmes are col der
This sun has a mass... Wat you say... oh, |lamalo a weight... not much nore
that ours; and it is approximately to the sane di stance. Neverthel ess,

Di onedes, as we called to your world, has a year only a little nore length
than ours. Seven hundred eighty and two days di omedanos, he is not that?

D onedes twice has nore the dianmeter of the Earth, but it is | lack of heavy
equi prents that we found in our worlds. On the other hand its gravity.
According to | have understood, | only weigh one nore tenth part here than
what would weigh in my world. - | do not include/understand it - Delp said. -
Ch, does not matter - Wace with certain to weigh said. - Wiat is what there is
of rare about the noverment of Ykt'hanis - said Delp. This era the nane that
dedicated to their planet and did not nmean "Earth" but, in a | anguage where

t he nanes were conpared, it could be translated by "Cceanest" and was



fem ni ne. Wace needed sone tinme to answer. The technical words escaped of
their vocabulary. It was, mainly, that the axial inclination of D omedes was
al nost to ninety degrees, so that the poles were virtually in the elliptica

pl ane. But this fact connected with the cold of the poor ultraviolet sun, had
made the nodule of life. In anyone of the poles, alnobst half of the year was
spent in one night total. The |light of the endl ess day, was very special at

ni ght, but they were invernadores inexpressive. To forty and five degrees of
latitude, a quarter of year even was in the dark in a very sad winter that the
wor | d had never known. As much to the north as to the south, it was solely
where the dionedanos could live. The annual emgration required a great anpunt
to themof time and energy, and fell on a acierated war of the paleolitico
level. Here, to thirty degrees to the north, the absolute winter lasted sixth
of the year - something sinmlar to two nonths terrestrial and were no a few
weeks of flight towards equatorial territories of reproduction and to return
nmore in the same tinme. Therefore, |oa Lannaska was a cultivated town very. The
Dr ak' honai was native gives the south nuch nore. But they could not do much

wi thout netals. Naturally, D onedes had abundant magnesi um beryl|ium and

al um num but, of what could serve all this to themif they did not devel op
the first electrolytic technique that required copper and silver? Delp
inclined the head: - You nmean that always it is equinox in your earth? - Good,
not always. But according to your neasures of the time, alnmost. - Then for
that reason you do not have wi ngs. The Lodestar did not put wings to you
because you did not need them - Oh..., perhaps. Anyway they had not served to
us for anything. The terrestrial air is very voluble for a creature of your
stature or mne and to be able to fly by its own one to be able. - \What neans
voluble? Air is... air. - So dense it is the air, that if it had proportiona
amounts of oxygen or nitrogen, it would poison to ne. Luckyly the atnosphere
of Di omedes contains seventy and nine percents of neon. Oxygen and nitrogen
are less constituent in the proportion: their partial pressures do not get to
exceed those of the Earth. The sanme it happens with di oxi de of carbonic carbon
or anhidrido and the water steam Wice continued: - W speak of us. You

i ncl ude/understand that the stars are that other suns |ike yours, but
infinitely more far? and that the Earth is a world of such stars? - Yes.

have heard the phil osophers comrent it. | will believe it. - it give account
to You of until where arrives our power to be able to cross the space between
stars? You know to what extent we can reconpensaros by your aid if you take to
house, and until the point in which our friends can punish to you to retain to
me here? For a nonment Delp extended its wings, its hair shone on its back, and
their eyes were opened wide. It belonged to a very proud tribe. Suddenly one
strai ghtened up. Through all the racial differences the human could realize
pregnancy in which rallaba. - You yourself you said to me terrestrial that you
crossed the ocean fromthe East, and that in thousands of kilometers you did
not see nore than an island. It is to where they reach our explorations.

Possi bly we could not fly until so far, Ilevandoos to you or a nessage of your
part to your friends without a place where to rest sonetinmes. Wace agreed,
slowy and pensativanente. - | already realize. And you could not we took in a
fast canoe before our provisions were exhausted. - | amafraid that no. Even
wi th favorabl e wi nds throughout the way, a boat is nuch nore slow that the

wi ngs. More perhaps half year would cost to us or, to cross the distances of

whi ch you speak. - But it must have sone means... - Perhaps. But it renenbers
that we are maintaining one hard war. W cannot use many workers or soldiers
for salvaros to you. - | do not hope Either that the admral tries it

Chapter 6

I SAWTo the South it was Lannach, an island as large as Britain. Near it was
Hol nonach, an archipel ago there, that described a curve of hundreds of
kil ometers towards the North, towards the regions nore freezing. Thus, then



the islands acted like a limt and refuge, that was defined by the sea of
Achan, protecting to himof the great currents you cold of the ocean. Here
they were the Drak' honai. N cholas Van Rijn, was on the main bridge of cover
of the Gerunis, wthout separating his glance of the main thickness of the
Navy of the Fleet towards the East. Its atuendos of robust fabric, badly nade,
and their trousers that one of the stars of those beings had done to him

wi t hout many cares, irritated their customary skin to himto |l oa nore
expensi ve weaves. |t was already tired of jandn in candy and the conserve
peaches, although when such reserves were exhausted, it would begin to die of
hunger. Single the fact to think that they had captured to him fact prisoner
and that their desire "was not considered by anybody, meant an enornous
angui sh for him And it was not reason for |ess anguish, thinking about the
noney that was |osing the Conpany by the |lack of personal nonitoring. - Bah! -
it exclaimed -. If they put all their persistence in taking to our world
again, they could do it! Sandra watched it been strange. - and what woul d nake
meanwhi | e the Lannach, while the Drak' honai put all their persistence in
giving back us to our world? - it responded -. this war |Is sonething very

i mportant for them and the Drak' honai still could lose it. - By the revolting
nouth of Satan! - it said, extending his hairy fist to the air -. Wile they
di ssent by their small and insignificant territories, the Sol ar Conpany of
Especi es and Licores, this losing a mllion daily actions. - But she gives the
chance of which the war is a subject of |life or death for both sides - she
said. - Also for us - prayed mal hum said he, renmpving the pipe and renenbering
at the same tinme that the tobacco was it lost in the water flood -. Wen it
finds who put the punp in my cruise...! - it did not pass through his

i magi nati on offering excuses to Sandra it to have put in this subject. In
addi ti on, perhaps, she was she who indirectly had caused the situation in

which they were -. Good! - it finished in a calmer tone -, it is truth that we
must fix the subjects here, | create |I. To cause that they finish the war, so
that they can nake inportant things, like the one taking to house. Sandra
frunci 6 the frown because of the brightness of waters, saying at the same
time: - You nean that we nust help the Drak' honai...? He is not something that
concerns much to me. In addition they are the aggressors. On the other hand
they saw his spouses and their hijitos dying of hunger. - He sighed and he
ended up saying -: He is sonmething very difficult to fix. But, since we mnust
doit, we doit. - Ch, no! - its chinsaid Go Rijninclining -. W will help
the other side. To the Lannachska. - Wat! - she excl ai ned separating of the
railing and showi ng before himher cheek as if she had badly heard -. But..
but... - Sight - it explained Go Rijn -. | understand a little some of the

things of the policy. The policy is not very different fromthe one of our

gal axy here. It is a culture of powerful aristocrats, these Flock, but all the
force of the power is in the throne, the Admiralty. Now the admiral is old,
and his son, the inheriting prince, has many things that to shut up. | have
very fine ears, and in addition they forget that we far better heard that they
in this atnosphere that seens sapa of peas. Yes, already | know it. That

T heonax is a very hard type. - Thus, because - it continued Go Rijn- we wll
help to the Flock against the Drak' honai. \Wat has of bad in it? The

Drak' honai already is wi nning. The Fl ock does not make but have itself in a
war of guerrillas in the nost rustic parts of Lannach. They are still very
nunerous, but the Flock has all the nost strategic force and sites in their
hands, and they do not need nore than to nmaintain a status quo to win. O any
way, what we can do, and who God did not grant wings to us, in a guerrilla? -

Good... yes - it acceded -. \Wat you mean she is that we cannot of fer nothing
to the Drak' honai if he is not to deal and to treat later in them in case
they took us world to our. - Exactly. And what haste has they in putting

itself in contact with Liga? To themit matters to them| comi ne of desconoc
gone like us coming fromthe Earth. It is nore inportant to themto
consolidate to thenselves in his conquests, that to be understood wth
powerful foreigners. In addition, |I know what they will do with us; | knowits
i ntentions. Perhaps T heonax lets to us die of hunger, or perhaps it cuts the



neck to us. Perhaps it throws our head of cattle cough by the hut and says
| ater that never it heard of us. O perhaps, when one of the boats of Liga
finds him he says, already we renpved to sone hunans fromthe sea, we treated
to themas well as we could but we could not restitute to themto the Earth at

t he nonent that was necessary. - But he is that they could, really? |I mean, Fr
eeman Van Rijn, how you would take you to us to the Earth, with any class of
di omedana ai d? - Bah, details! | amnot engineer. The engineers | rented them

My work does not consist of doing the inmpossible thing, but in that others do
not do to him There is a thing, and only it is that how |l go to organize
something, if | amnot nore than a prisoner of a king who does not have any
interest in putting itself in contact with nmy fellow citizens? Eh? - Despite

t he Lannach tribe one is very subjugated, and they will allow him as you say,
to wite its own card, in other words to nake its will. Yes. - Sandra | aughed
wi th one picks of genuine humor -. Very well, friend! Now only | have left a
guestion that to do, howwe will be able to arrive at the Lannach? It extended
a hand as if she showed the environs. It was not a very prom sing panorana.
The Gerunis was a typical boat: a great structure, a group of united trunks an
a the others with enough space opened anobng themto allow the flexibility of
the boat, and these tied to others. A wall of put trunks of foot, tied to the
cross-sectional ones, defined a vast surface and supported the nmain deck. The
prow and the stern rose by each one of their parts, showing on their flat
surfaces the artillery and in |last end the excessive rudder. Between these,
prow and stern, extended a group of stateroons also constructed with trunks,
and tied before to each other with marine cords that made they thenselves with
the seaweed and plants that the fishernen gathered in the sea. These
stateroons used to store themfood, tools and to shelter so nuch to the
soldiers as ny wife and pequefiuel os that went with them The di mensions of the
superior part were approximately of sixty nmeters by fifteen and that finished
in an inclined part that had the formof a platformand with a great profile
inthe frontal part of the boat. If they had a favorable wi nd - renenbering
the wind force in nost of the planets the boat that we could here call simlar
to a true boat it could make several knots to the hour and with a snooth w nd
it could be rowed. A hundred of di omedanos took with hinmself the boat, plus
its spouses and their children. O these, ten pairs were aristocrats with
departments deprived in the part of stern; other twenty were marine with a
certain specialty in the navigation questions, and that were separated in a
room for each famly in the incipal cover pr. The rest was nmarine comon, that
they had a cabin in the superior part for, all of them Far fromthe rest of
the square did not float there. They were ships of several types, sone of
constructed them of a very rudinentary formand that was united to the
CGeruni s, and others were positions, some took great concavities in which they
stored to the fish and the marine seaweed. Often they were several together
ones formng a tenporary island Surrounding to themor patrolling anong them
they were the smallest canoes. OF another part the wi ngs were fought in the
sky, where an air force detachnent conpletely watched the operations to the
observation, they formed the mlitary heart of the force of the Draco. Beyond
this swarmthat was to his around, the other divisions of the fleet darkened
the water as far as they could reach the eyes of the man. Mst of themthey
were fishing. It was a brutal work where the | ong networks renoved by force of
nmuscle. Alnost all the life of the Draco was a full work of rnuscular force and
in which there was to double the back. - | would like to see themwork as

ensl aved - she observed Go Rijn -, suddenly she gave a blow to the rudder that
was done conscientiously. - Although this is of good wood and still he is
green, they work it with nuch calm glass and stone equiprment. | would like to
rent to sone of these individuals, if the Union of workers could allow taking
me themthere. Sandra gave a blowin the ground with the foot. It had not
conpl ai ned the death danger. O the cold, the malaise and the difficulty of

t he | anguage of Tol k, that was made understand t hrough Wace. But there were
l[imts. - If you do not reflect in which you say, or cause that have your
words felt, Freeman | will go away to another part! | asked to you how we



could |l eave here. - they will rescue the Lannascka to Us - he said Go Rijn -
or rather, they will cone to rob to us. Thus this way it will be better. Soon
if they fail, our Delp friend cannot, to say that the fault was ours, and that
we do not have anything to do in being wished by all the parts. It

strai ghtened up. - What you nean? How they are going to know they who we are
here? - Perhaps Tolk will be said to it. - But Tolk is nore prisoner than we,
it is not thus? - Thus it is. Nevertheless... - They go R jn rubbed the hands
we have fornulated a small plan. That Tol k has a good head. Al nbst as good as
m ne. Sandra watched to him - and you will want dignarte saying to me how you
you have fixed themto speak with Tol k, under the nonitoring of the enenmy and
in addition not knowing to speak draco? - Ch, spoke Draco very well - it said
G R jn with certain hunor you did not hear say and admit the conversations to
me that were made on board? You think thus because | armed nmuch ness, but |
went many hours taking |l essons from Tol k. You think that | am so deaf and as
idiot as not to learn easily? half of the time we are speaking and it is
teaching its | anguage to ne of Lannach. Nobody in the boat knows it, so when

t hey hear speak to us and we pronounced strangers noises, think that perhaps
Tolk tries to speak words of our world, is not that? They still think that she
i s hopel ess of being able to teach to me, through Wace, and to be able to put
in the head their |anguage to me of Draco. Ja, ja! they are stupid the
condenador | yesterday explained to Tolk a dirty joke to himin Lannachamay.

It was put very serious and one became angry. That test that this old poor man
Goes Rijn, still has sense, and that it is well still. And we do not say
anything of the rest of its anatony. Sandra remained rigid during a little
while, trying to include/understand what nmeant, when wanting to |learn two
nonhuman | anguages si nultaneously, one of themprohibited. - |I do not see why
Tol k seemed displeased - it murmured Go Rijn -, it was a good joke. Listening:
There was a sailor who traveled in one of colonial planets and... - Already |
can guess why - Sandra interrupted quickly -, | mean... why Tolk did not think
that it was a graceful story. In...! Freeman Wace was explaining it the other
day to ne. Here in Dionmedes, they do not have the preoccupation of the
constant sensuality. They only reproduce once every year in the tropical. They
do not have families in the sense in that we have them They do not think in
the sane way that we - she sonroj6 - and they do not have that interest that
lasts in us all the year, in the questions of which before we spoke and that

stops we seemvery nornmal. They go Rijn agreed. - Al this | know it, but Tol k
has seen something in the one of the fleet and within this one, they marry and
they are born at any tinme of the year, like the humans. - This inpression

tired to ne - she said, slowy and she worries to nme. Freeman Wace says t hat
the cycle gives reproduction is in themhereditary. By instinct, by glands, or

as it is wanted to himto call. How could those of the fleet live different
fromas they dictate his glands to then? - Good, | do not know it, but they do
it. - They go Rijn shrank his w de shoul ders. - Perhaps we obtain that sone

scientist worries |later about these subjects, and fornms a thesis about it.
Suddenly, it, crossed itself of arns and watched the distant spot. Their eyes

acquired a gray tone. - But you have not said... what is going to happen? How
it is going to speak Tol k of us to the Lannach? What we will do? - | do not
have the smaller idea - he said to himto her with certain unconcern -, |
already me will fix them He also watched the distant spot, towards the red

hori zon of the sky. Several kiloneters nore far heard an enornous hunmm ng, at
the sane tine something that was transported as if it was an enornous wood

castle, and that floated in the air on all the extension of the boats of the
Draco. To beat of wings one rises fromthere and it arrived to the Gerunis. -

But | believe that we will be able to find some solution quickly - it said Go
Ri j n-because his rheumatic Majesty arrives here to decide what we will have
does

Chapter 7



The troops of guard of the admral, a hundred of themto the service of him

| anded with a magnificent exactitude and extended their arnms, taking a
strategic position on the boat. Polished stones and oily | eathers were

refl ected on the cover, having radiated a light that remenbered the reflection
of the sea, and the air of its wings crossed by the boat. The crew of the
Geruni s crowded around itself respectfully near just arrived, on the ceiling
of the cover cabin and sent the ritual shout of welcone. Delp to her Oican
advanced on the stern and it inclined before his gentleman. Their wife, the
beautiful Rodoni Sa Axollon and its two hijitos arrived after him crawing on
cover with the hollowed wings. All of themdressed the suits scarlet and the
ring pedreria that were the ritual dress before their gentleman. The three
human bei ngs stayed next to Delp. They go Rijn had suggested them woul d not
have to incline. - he does not have right to that a nmenber of Liga

Pol esot écni ca nust incline on the knees and the el bows. Anyway | am not done
stops: this. Tol k de Lannach seated timd next to Go Rijn, their w ngs were
tied and and a bow around its neck was taken hold by the other end at the hand
of a powerful sailor. Their eyes were weak and fixedly watched the adniral as
if they were those of a serpent. And the armed mal e Young peopl e who forned
the cut of honor of guard of Delp, their captain, were sonewhat intinidated in
their ways - not by the presence of Syranax, but towards its son the apparent
heir on which the admiral inclined -. Their arms, their swords, his tonahawks
and the wood bayonets were raised and they showed themw th a gesture of total
respect, Wace thought that They go Rijn would have to | ove the discord.
Syranax clarified the throat, watched all and indicated with its snout towards
t he humans. - Which of you is the captain? - it asked. It had a deep voice,

but no longer it arrived fromthe bottomof his lungs and was a certain one
clear one's throat in her. Wace went ahead. Its answer was the one that Coes
Rijn had said to himthat it gave quickly and w thout explaining. - the other
man, is our head, gentleman. But he does not speak your |anguage very well. |
can have sonme difficulty with her, so we will have to use to your Lannacho
prisoner like interpreter. T heonax noved the head. - How will be able to know
he what you nmeant to us? - it has been teaching your |anguage to us - \Wace
said -. As you know, Sir, the foreign | anguages are the main occupation in
their life. Because of this natural ability, as well as to its special
experience with us, it will be able often to guess what we nmean when we | ooked
for a word. - It seens reasonable. The gray head of Syranax, noved. - Yes. - |
am not safe! - T heonax, watched with certain hardness to Delp. It had
returned to face him -... therefore, we speak - They go Rijn rose -. My good
friend... um.. and... to pokkar, which is the word? My adniral, we to
speak... good... to good brothers brothers, is as well as to say, Tol k? Wace
watched it in spite of which Sandra had whi spered to him when fairy took to
them by the force to receive the visitors here, could not think that so badly
accent and so bad grammar could be gotten to include/understand. And why?
Syranax nmoved with inpatience. - It would be better if we spoke through its
conpanion - it suggested. - Noses! - he shouted Go Rijn-, no, no, nor to
speak, to speak i myself. Directly to you, as you correspond to its title. W
to speak like brothers. Syranax sighed. But it was not happened to take the
opposite to himto the human. A foreign aristocrat, was despite, an
aristocrat, and to the eyes of chaste it was normal that one could acclaimits
rights to speak by itself. - it had visited to Them before - the adnmiral said
but they had not been able to talk with me and were other nmany things that to
do. As they were hopel ess nore nore and, the draconi anos becane nore dangerous
in their anbushes. It does not spend any day that we have sone battle,

al t hough is without inportance. - Eh? - They go Rijn did as if it
conparativily took to the account with its fingers-xanmaganai... déjene to
see, xammaganai ... xammganai... ah, yes! A small fight! | have never seen
fights, old admral, | nean honorable admiral. T heonax was put severe. - your
| anguage, terrestrial Watches! - it shouted. He had been going often to visit
the prisoners and they even remai ned under their orders. It was not |eft nuch



to do, but Wace decided. T heonax was not able to adnit that a being could
possi bly exi st being in sonething superior to T heonax. Syranax, |lay on cover
in a leonina position. T heonax remained to its side watching the presence of

Del p. - | have continuously been receiving the news yours - he continued the
admral are, ah! very remarkable. Yes, you do not speak. One says that you
cane fromstars. - Stars, yes! The head of Goes Rijn, inclined with sonmewhat
stupid idiot novenent. - W cone to stars. Fromvery far. - It is truth, also

t hat your peopl e have established points to the other side of the oceans? They
go R jn watched Tol k. Lannach exposed the questions as if outside chiquillo.

After you vary explanations, Go Rijn agreed. - Yes, yes, we cone across from
the ocean. Fromvery far. - will not conme your friends in your search? - They
will look for, very many, by Satan! They will watch throughout. You mnust treat
to us or or our friends will discover - exc to it land Van Rijn with an aspect
somewhat in a faint and leaning in their words in Tolk. - Oeo that the
terrestrial one nmust be excused by its | ack of tasto- exclained heraldo dryly.
- It can conscientiously be a done |lack of tact - whispered Syranax -. If
their friends can, truely to locate to himwhile he still lives, it wll
depend nuch on the treatnment class who receives fromus, is not thus? The
problemis, if they will be able to find himsoon. Wat, you say terrestrial?
- it sent the question dryly. They go R jn backed down, | raise its hands I|ike
defending itself of a blow - Ad' - he shouted - ayudanos, |l évanos to house,
old admiral... honorable admiral... W will pay to you by far, nuch fish.

T heonax nurnured to the ear of its father: - the truth is com ng out ahead,

al t hough | already had suspected it before. Their friends do not have many
possibilities of finding himbefore he perishes by the hunger. If they did it,
not to be requesting it any thing with the insistence that does. - he had done
It in any case. Qur friends very are not experienced in these subjects. Wll,
it is good for knowing with the facility that the truth can remove fromhim -
Thus, because - T heonax with certain joy said, worrying about the whisper the
problemis not based in obtaining the maxi numyield of the beast before it

di es. The breathing of Sandra was altered. Wace took it by the armwth the
opened nouth, and cut to Go Rijn when it was going to speak: - the tip d oses!
Nei t her one nore a word, stuned! - as it wants that the nerchant resigned
itself not to speak, he nmade an effort in a timd smle. - it does not have
right - it operated Del p- by the Lodestan, gentleman, they are invited,
nonenermy; we cannot serve to us as them - Wat another thing you would do? -
T heonax asked. His father watched to them and he stayed to the bl unt
expectation if he hefted the argunents of both parts. Something |like a spark
expl oded between Del p and T heonax. East flash ran, through the lines of nen
who were on the Gerunis and the troops of guard in an inperceptible novenent.
They go Rijn seenmed to crunble suddenly. It took a somewhat nechani ca

aptitude, with the cl osed eyes and was of knees before Delp. - No, it did not
shout, |1 évanos to house, ayudanos and we will help you! - What is this? He
was the wild grufiido one of T heonax. It was towards ahead. - You have been

dealing with them is not thus? - Wat you nean? - the teeth of the executive
hit a con others, to few centinmeters of the snout of T heonax. Their wi ngs |ev
were antaron sharpened like knives. - Wat class of aid went to darte these
creatures What is what you are thinking? - Delp extended its wings and it
showed to themthe winds at the same tine that inclined and | eaving events
them they were solved. T heonax, did not include/understand it, well. -
Sonebody coul d think that you have the intention of desenbarazarte of sone
rivals within the troops - T heonax whispered. In the silence that fell on the
boat, Wace could hear the difficult breathing of the rivals. It could hear the
noi se of the other boats with his cables, hitting of the waves and t he wi nd.

If aprince little loved by his town, finds an excuse to arrest a subordi nate
whom they trust the others, he is possibly a man whom he will have to fight.

O this formthe things in D omedes happened. Syranax, exploded again: - There
is sone malentendido - it said shouting nobody is going to attack anybody or
agai nst anythi ng, between the creatures w thout w ngs. \Wat has of the other
boat, of yours? Wat could nmake Del p by anyone of us, anyway? - This is to see



- T heonax- responded but one arza that can fly throughout the oceans in |ess
of an equi nocci al day, nust know many arts. Then one becane quickly towards Go
Rijn, with the resolution of the inquisidor whose suspicion is disappear, said

courteously: - Perhaps we pruned |l egaros to house if you help us. W are not
safe of like being able to do it. Perhaps your device can help to Il evaros
your planet. You will teach the way to us to use it. - Ch, yes! - it said G
Rijn, and crossing his hands it put themon his head -. Ch, yes, good
gentleman. | will do it. T heonax issued an order. One of the men of the Draco
approached with a great box. - | have nyself been occupying of all these
things - the heir explained -. | have not tried to do nofa of this, nor to
play either with it, are all shining knives and some ot her objects.
Mormentarily their eyes went towards their father. - You never have seen knives

like these, father, cut of a sharp way or abrade the skin, do not do nore than
to cut smoothly. They can cut a whole tree. It opened the box. Al a row of
officials, forgot its dignity to plows it were forced, and they crowded around
to his. T heonax threw to them backwards. - You let the space free to be able
to make a denonstration - it exclaimed -. Arqueros, artillerymen, you cover

t hr oughout, you are quick to shoot if it is necessary. - You mean to fight
until laying way to us? - Wace whispered -. Not it can! To try to advance a
passage between Sandra and the threat of the arms, that went towards them
They will fill to us before of arrows. - Either | knowit, or I knowit! -
sotto nurnured Go Rijn voce. - you think yourselves that because | am a

al ready old man and because it has nmade a few errors, | do not have head?
Hol d, boy and when it expl odes the comotion beats strong. - What...? But..
They go Rijn one becane frombacks and it said in a draco | anguage and that as
soon as it was understood, but with a little common amiability: - Here... how
you call... thing to him.. Here one... thing. It fires. It makes holes, by
Satan. - a portable, so small flanme thrower? - it exclaimed. During a little
while a terror shade it was reflected in the acute voice of T heonax. -
Already you | said it - Delp said -, we can wi n honorabl enente nmuch nore
dealing with them By the Lodestar | think that we could also take themto
house if we tried it. - You could wait for until it is dead, Delp, before
taking the Admiralty - Syranax said. Yes it said it in ridicule tone, fel

like a punp. The next sailors who were and had heard it, shook. The aerial
guards nade use to their arcs and their artillery. Rodonis sa Axxal on

extended its wings covering with themto its children and shouted. The wonen
who were on cover put in the cabins and they closed them w t hout

i ncl udi ng/ under st andi ng exactly what it happened, due to the terror. Delp

controlled. - It is enough! - it shouted -. Quedaos there! Calm By all the
denons in the kingdomof Stars. She is that us these creatures have returned
crazy? - They see, she takes the revolver... we we called revolver... tightens
here... - the bullet left and it crashed against the main post. They go Rijn

junped at the sane tine towards a side, but she could al so see that the bull et
had deepened in centineters on the wood. The flane bl anqui azul had nade its
appearance on the cover and had |l eft a powder scent. At the same tinme which
all the men |l ay down towards a side, before he could let tighten the trigger
The draconi anos, shouted. The finders of curiosities covered the sky.
Neverthel ess they were technicians falsified to their way. They were excited
nore than scared. - Déjane to see that! - T heonax took the revolver. - Del ay,
good gentl eman, hopes! - They go Rijn opened the firing chanmber and with its
heavy hands it renoved the bullets fromthe same one -. First we are going to
make sure. T heonax watched and anot her one on the one hand the weapon. - What
weapon! - it sighed -. Wiat arns! Staying in a position somewhat watchnan,
hopi ng that They go Rijn it showed the anmount of ideas that took in its nind
Wace realized of which draconay was quite afraid. He was quite natural in any
case. But a revolver of this class would give only a serious effect himin a

field of fight tactics. - O | fixed it - it said Go Rjn -, one, two, three,
four, five, or it is... four? Five? Six? Then it began to down give returns
above and between the piles of clothes, sheets, lighters, stoves and other

objects that took in the equiprment. \Where they are the other three arns? -



What other three? - T heonax said fixedly watching to him - W have six -

They go Rijn counted carefully on its fingers -. Yes, six. | occurred all them
to good M. Delp who is present here. - What? Del p, was running towards the
human. - That is lie, there are only three, and you have themthere. - A d -

it said Go Rijn behind T heonax. The body of Delp, hit against the one of the
son of the adnmiral. Both draconay m xed the one with the other in a confusion
of wings and tails. - it is looking for that a riot is pronoted - T heonax
shouted. Wace threw to Sandra on the cover and he hinself put itself next to
her, the air was fills of the arrows and other objects that were thrown. They
go Rijn becane quickly towards the sailor who was in charge of Tolk, but this
one drako had gone away in defense of Delp. They go Rijn did not have nore to
cut the networks that they inprisoned to him - Not - it said in perfect

| annachamay -, it sees look for a Navy so that it comes to look for to us
here. Express before nobody realizes. Heral do agreed, made make fun of its
wings and it went towards the sky. They go Rijn arrived next to Wace and

Sandra, saying to them - This way. It signaled towards one of the cabins,
then it saw the revolution that the nmarine troops were organizing. - Rays and
t hunders, plague and poison. - It pushed Sandra towards the cabin and the
three took refuge. When they were inside between ustadas wonen ace and young,
t hey wat ched outside towards the fight and They go Rijn said: - It is a pain
that Delp is losing. It does not have opportunity to be saved. And it is a
good type; we could have made good businesses with him - By all the saints of
t he sky! - excl ai ned Wace- you exploded a civil war only so that your
messenger escaped? - It is that you knew an average one better? - it asked Go
Rijn

Chapter 8

When Krakna conmmander fell in the battle against the invaders, Genera

Concilio of the Flook, chose to a Trolwn to happen to him This | conciliate
it was forned by the oldest and its el ection when choosing to one nore young
person, did not have inportance, since the Lannascha, thought that he was
natural that fues in |l ead by a young nale. A comander needed the physica
strength two to see themthrough one |asts and dangerous em gration every
year; rarely he was debilitated. In any aval anche due to the inpulse of its
age ilio inclined before conc general, the | eaders of the clan who are spoken
fact too old for, to speak at the top of its squares, but not too old and
weak, to make sone trip through the days of winter. The nother of Trol wan,

bel onged to the group of Treekan, a rich line of blood that had great
properties in Lannach. She herself had added to this wealth the benefits of
sone commerce. She knew that his father was Tornak de Wendru; to her it did
not concern much to him but Trolwen had a very remarcado aspect of a true one
and brave soldier. Neverthel ess, he had been a good soldier in all the senses
as much in the stormas in the hardest battles of any day, and this had caused
that Concilio did to himlike the | eader of all the clans. As of the ten days
she had been head of a | ost cause; but her tribe had possibly fallen back
towards the hill of mountains, with nore slowness of which they had done

wi thout him Now she lead to nost of the Flook tribes, who were fighting

agai nst the Fleet. The equi nox of vernal finished happeni ng, but the days
still were extended. Each nmorning the sun rose nore to the North, but a

| ukewarm air was nmixed with the snow until all the fields of Lannach were
flooded of water. It only used one hundred thirty days to happen of the
equinox to the last Sun rise; fromthen, during the days wi thout night of the
H gh Summer, there would not be nore water for all the fields. And if Trkaska
were not founded by the | eader, it exposed with certain Trol wen sadness, woul d
not be way to foll ow ahead, the Fl ook would be finished. Their w ngs noved
with certain lightness and rapidity in the sky as if it was the beat of a
nomadi ¢ one. Under hi mwhiteness of nysterious clouds was no it nore, with the
sea nmuch nore far underneath and that reflected tenuous tones. Over himone at



night was to the clarity and stars. The two noons had made their appearance.

It had a little cold, the humdity arrived until its lungs and felt as it
whips in his nuscles, but had the ordinary joy of a normal flight. It thought
much about killing. A conmander did not have to show i ndeci sion, but he was
young and the Cris Tol k of the Geral would include/understand. - How we wil

be able to know that those beings are still in the sane boat - he asked in a
tone under containing the rate of the breathing of his flight of route. The

wi nd conti nued whi spering and darkened its words. As it |owered through
clouds, it still very far saw the enornous Fl eet bel ow him but covering
waters, these called islands the Pups that were rich banks fromfishing to the
East. As they went away approaching they suddenly heard an expl osi on of shouts
comng fromthe boats and of the canoes at the sanme time that draconnay had
heard the shouts of their own sentries and all they went to the arns. Trol wen
folded its wings and it stopped. After himin a side of the O an thousands
swarm shouted three | annacha male. As it descended was watching and | ooki ng
for. Wiere it will be this double terrestrial nonster? There. The

all -consum ng vision of an animal in flight, nmade see three horrible forms in
one of the covers of the boat that signaled to them and junped. Trolwen,
extended its wings. - Soon, here - it shouted. The swarns put thenselves in
battle formation, they took shelter and they were sent in perforated towards
the boat. As they were | owering each one of the young people of the square
chose one of the guards, but they were not sent to the attack until Trol wen
fell on the sphere of the defenders. Drasca was forming their own rows at a
frightful speed and with discipline. - By all the ignited denons, if we could
have used a sinple swarm- Trolwen- shouted and not a swarm of battle DES pués
of a solong flight. - a sinple swarmas soon as it had been able to take
terrestrial the alive ones - Tolk-no said fromthe same base of the enemies. -
W nust pretend that it is not worth the trouble... to fulfill the comm tnent,
when we retire. - They know very either, very or why we have come - Sight said
to Trolwen -. how they are inflamed in the boat. The troops of Flook had made
a formation of battle and those of Dracca they reached the surface of the

wat er. A detachnment was put around the humans and soon they were put on the

| ookout of the attack that arrived to them The rest flew over to repel the
assault of the eneny. It was a very equal fight on the cover. Both sides were
equi pped in the sane way: Arns, techniques seenmed to be able of nuch greater
dangers than any other class. Wod swords with small pedernales in the end,
smal | daggers, tonmahawks gave very weak bl ows and al so they stuck w th | eather
strips. If one of the nales were seen very attacked, could fly upwards; it was
not absolutely tried to maintain the rows that had formed, was a free fight
conpletely. Trolwen did not have a special interest in this phase of the
battl e, being very superior in cor nunber the amount of soldiers that had
brought knew that it could take the boat, if their air groups could be on the
| ookout of draska. It thought of a conventional way, nuch that a battle in the
air was resenbled a dance: she was full of you intrigue, was beautiful and
terrible. To coordinate the efforts of a thousand or nore of w nged sol diers,
reached the highest levels of the art. The spine of such force was the
arqueros. Each one of themtook, grasping it with force, an arc in the heels,
it tightened the cord with his hands, and while it maintained his flight, it
took to an arrow of his carcaj with themteeth and it was prepared to shoot,
before having to | oosen the flexion of the arc. Such bodies of fight, prepared
fromtheir birth for the fight with the arcs, could easily send a curtain of
axes that nobody never could cross alive. But after to have nade make fun of
the whistle of the death with his arrows, they fear that to return backwards
and to take of hands of the porteadores, nore arrows to continue the conbat.
This era the nost vul nerable point of its work; and the rest of the Navy was
dedicated to protect it. Some took to defend stone balls, a other species of

| ances with ends very sharpened. The flying arnms were the nost recent

i nnovati on, observed between the foreign tribes in tropical lands. In this
drask went at the top: their arns had a repetition mechanism on wood
bayonets. At the same tine, the considered nilitary units separately, far



better were organized in the Flook. On the other hand, they stayed in contacts
with the others by neans of the calls of a horn, that it integrated to themto
his Navy. Infinitely nore flexible the body of the sil badores, went froma
part to another one, of head in head, doing of the Flock an enornous one and
feared organi zation. The battle was devel oped throughout, above and down,
whil e the Sun rose and the cl ouds separated and the sea took a speci al

bri ghtness. Trol wen made crack its orders: Hunlu to reinforce the right flank
Torcha to attack the boat of the admiral, while Syrgen | oaded by the a the
opposite one. Once it had done this, sending a terrible shout sent to the
conbat he hinself, while a group of draska did towards the sane place. It
struck very ruthlessly with "tomahawk" to one of them and saw how t he wi ng of
that eneny sank in the waters that undul ated there down. Thus they finished
and they had always nmade it the battles. \Wien the hand-thrown weapons were
finished, others were sent to a con, if no of sides had left, and reduced the
battle to a hand-to-hand. Sonetines, the chaos extended between both sides so
very ruthlessly and so enornous that both sides were disintegrated. But the

Fl eet was here, thought Trolwen, with all their arsenals: with nore

hand-t hrowmn weapons of which their flying troops, who in addition were
inferior is in nunber, could have taken with himself. If this fight did not
finish soon... The boat with terrestrial ones on board, had been reached. The
Dr aka canoes cane near to make them back down. One of the canoes burst in the
fire: feared, irresistible boiling oil of the Fleet, |left one vasija of

ceram cs, the catapults threw masses information that estilaban in flames with
the inpact. These were the arnms that had anni hilated the nost frightful troops
of the Flock and they had seized of the coastal cities. Trolwen fruncio the
frown with well-known expression and di stresses when it saw them But the
terrestrial ones already were outside the boat, and six powerful porteadores
took to themto each one of themin a special mesh. Changi ng often of
porteadores, those fardos with the humans inside could be taken to nountains
of the Flock without the smaller risk. The taken boxes of food as quickly as
possi bl e of the place where they were, were less difficult to take. A silbador

| et know he success of the expedition to all the soldiers. - Vanonos! The
orders were made feel of mouth of Trolwen, and each one of the soldiers
integrated the swarmto that they belonged. - Huniu and Syrgen, you go in
formati on next to the porteadores. Dwarn flies superficially with half of the
swarnm other half that protects the left wing. Guards rear... The profiles in
the nmorning were still very far from di sappearing. Its nightmare had been that

the main body of the Fleet they persecuted to them A battle while they ran of
return to his honmes could remarkably have harned the Navy. But as soon as they
were in the heat of retirement, the enenmy broke away fromthe eneny with them

and they retired to its covers. - As you predicted, Tolk - it said with voice
cal mer Trolwen. - In agreenent, Flock head - the Heraldo with its habitua
calmsaid -, they were not very calmeither, and they did not have true

anxiety to mx itself in such fight of retirement. It had noved away much to
them leaving its boats defenseless. In addition, all of themthought that
your idea was to force such displacement to them So that they have deci ded
sinmply that the terrestrial ones are not worth the trouble so that they risk,
and they put in greater dangers; on the other hand | amsure that constantly
this idea, the terrestrial ones on the other hand have been inculcando it in
them Let us hope that it is not a correct belief. But anyway, Tolk, you

antici pated east event. Perhaps you had to be the Commander-in-Chief. - Ch,
no. I no. He was the terrestrial fat person who predicted this. Trolwen

| aughed. - perhaps Then, commander had to be he. - Perhaps - Tol k said,
pensativanmente -. Quiza he wants it.

Chapter 9

The North coast of Lannach ran in anple valleys that extended until the sea of



Achan. There. in those rich and varied forests, and those lateral floods of
grass, had risen these cabins in which habitually they lived the clan on the
Fl ock. Where Sagna Bay opened its deeper cut on the Earth, there nany beings
had net to formformation force. Thus, then, cities that were U wen, and nore
separ at ed, Mannenach and | of the Carpenters were finished. But their doors
were denolished and their completely burnt ceilings, the Drak' ho canoes were
on the Sagna beaches, patrols mlitary nade the rounds by the enpty U wen and
closely patrolled by the Anch forest watching the foods that had harvested
during the winter sports resort in Brae Dune. Its sunk boats, its assaulted
houses, and their | ands of inaccessible hunting and fishing, the Flock retired
towards high earth. On undul ated fl owing of [ava of the Cborch nount or in
themthe cold tubes of the Msty nounts there were a few | ocati ons where
poorest they had lived. The femal es, ol dest and youngest, could go to those
parts; caverns could be installed tents and be occupied. Looking for all the
resources that could remove fromthis region fromHark Heath to Ness, and
somet i nes passing hunger, the Flock could continue living a little nore. But
the heart of Lannach was in the North coast, |ands that now occupied the

Drak' honai. Wthout themthe Flock was not nothing, a sinple tribe of savages
whi pped by the hunger until autumm, when the Time of Births left themto al

wi t hout resources. - Everything does not go well - the situation said to

Trol wen i ncl udi ng/ under standing. It wal ked by a narrow footpath towards the
city. How it was called, Salnenbrok, that hung of the nost rustic crests of
the nountain. Further on, black stone volcanic to, still covered with snow
mant| es, and that went back wi nding towards a crater that hid between its own
steam The land crujia under their feet, only a little, and Goes Rijn heard a
murmur in the entrails of the planet. This it is not a place for a man of its
age and its condition. It would have to be in house, its arnthair that sank
with a good cigarette and a pretty girl, a good drink and nmesses cal m channel s
of Ansterdamto his around. For a nonent the Earth menpbry was so acute that it
could not less than to shake, and to inplorar nmercy for itself. He was very
hard to have to | eave the bones in a | and of nightmare, when he had not

t hought nore than about making bury his body under the spongy |land of his
world... Hard and cruel. Yes, and every day the Conpany had to be falling nore
and nore deep towards the red one without being able to be he it stops to
watch it. These thoughts made himreturn to the reality. - You leave clarifies
this alittle in ny head - it requested. Was nore to their taste in
Lannachanmael of which there was it been in the speech of the Drak'ho. Here by
chance, the guttural grammar and sounds, re did not differentiate nuch from
those of their |anguage nmother. It already began to speak with nore soltura. -
You returned fromthe enmigration and you found the eneny who was hoping to you
- he continued. Trolwen noved the head with pain gesture. - Yes. Itherto was
known by us a vague way only; the regions that belong to themare very to the
south of ours. We knew that been they had forced to | eave because his
resources suddenly. - the fish that conprises main of its diet its resources
speaks altered their own habits, changing to them of the Draka waters to
Achan. But not knowi ng that the Fleet was limted by our region. The long and
straight hair of Rijn noved when answering: - It is like the history of our
world. In the average age on the Earth, when the sardi nes noved in enornous
banks to other places, for inconprehensible reasons, also changed the history
of the marine regions. The kings fell and the wars were devel oped on new | ands
of fishing. - it has had an enormpus inportance for us - Trolwen said -. Few
clans in the Sagna region have... have had boats, and have fished their foods
wi th hook and Iine. No of those Drakska would do it, although they knew t hat
they were going to obtain nmore fishing. But for our tribe this has a | ess

mar ked i nportance. To be nore exact we rejoiced, several years ago, when the
fishing appeared in great anobunt in the sea of Achan. They are fished great
and of very good flavor and their oil and its bones have many applications.
"I'n those seas we found a the food of our young and for we ourself, and the
job that is hard nonwei ght on our backs. Qur sailors have fought against the

i ncl enencies of the time, and in sonme cases agai nst the weakness of the boats,



but we have taken upon maturity many duties with the greater illusion, because
he was in good of ours. The songs of our names in the hard days have becone

t oday sadness, when thinking about that our children can, as he is begi nning
to happen, |ack necessary foods tonmorrow. "But such occasion is not

appropriate as to cheer to us, as if... or, as if the great Gods had doubl ed
in one night our young to us. Their fingers convul sively closed around the
grip of his "tonmahawks". After all, he was very young. - Now | see that the

CGods sent foods to us with rage and disdain; then the Fleet followed the plans
of which we had to use |ike feeding. They go Rijn, stopped the speech shouting
in such a way that it drowned the runors of distant |lava for a nonment. -

Horns! Hol d! You do not pronounce yourself like a man wi thout head, please..
ah! If the fish you do not bring it in great anount, why you do not |eave

Fl ook them can sail on waters of Chan? He knew, that this was not a true
qguestion, was only a stimulus. Trolwen, deliberated with same hinmself during
nmonents and to the aimit pronounced itself with expl osive obsceni dades before
gives to respond. - they attacked to Us at the noment at which we returned
from our houses during the spring. They were oc upado our coastal I|ines

al ready, and al t hough they had not done, you had allowed it you who a horde of
foreigners... whose custons are conmpletely strange... You would | eave them
lived in the quicio of your doors? How rmuch could | ast such agreement? They go
Rijn agreed again. - You only suppose that a nation with a governnment of
tyranny and his dirty and little cultured people went to request on your
fields that needed all whatever you had. Personally it could be tolerant. In
certain way and sone occasions, the Draconay nore approached the forns of the
humans who the Lannascha. Its culture was a natural consequence of the
econony: Utensils that did not happen of the neolithic thing, a great boat the
quite powerful thing to take to several fanilies, represented an investnent of
enornous capital. It was not possible, in individual way some to determn ne
themand to gain his life by thenmselves: they were at the mercy of the State.
In such cases the power always was concentrated into the hands of sone
aristocrats and intellectuals; between the Draconay, these classes had been
fused in one. The Lannascha, on the other hand, nore typically di onedanos in
the first place, was hunters. They had very few specialized workers of office;
t he individuals could survive, using the constructed equi prent or tools by

t hensel ves. The |l ow cal ories of that tenperature were sufficient factor so
that the hunting caused that these people scattered thenselves all al ong of

t he regi on, and each small group was independent of the rest. They pronounced
t hensel ves with certain convul sions, during the hunting for exanple, but they
did not have to be sacrificing day after day until they fell exhausted, |ike
cough fishing of networks or the men of the forest, or the sailors of cover
that they had to work in the Fleet; thus, then, there was no an economnic
justification in Lannach for the classes of heads and watchnen. This way, its
natural policy was a small one give that it was transmtted of generation in
generation. Such groups of blood, alnost free and i ndependent of the
Government, were |ost the organization of the great Flook. And raison d' etre,
aside fromsonme small offices that could do each one in their house, had taken
great increase in all when each one of the dionmedanos in Lannach flew towards
the South in winter. O it returned for the war! - He is interesting - it
murmured Go average Rijn in English -, between our people as in nost of

pl anets single agriculture acquires civilization. There they did not construct
farms: You hunt, take fruits, you take grains, and until a little fish. But
some of you knows to wite and wites books. | already see also that you have
machi nes, houses and dressed facts in weaves. The contact could be the
stimulus that you have every year with foreign people in the tropical which

gi ves ideas you. - What? - Trol wen asked vaguely. - Nothing, was asking to ne
same me why and since the life is quite easy here and since you have tine for
formaros and construiros a civilization, you do not nake to obtain enough
eaten. You eat everything what you have, and you denolish whi chever trees has
in your forests. We this is what we called a fruitful civilization back in the
Earth, but when it nust enough to eat. - Qur numnbers do not increase the



sufficiently fast thing - Trolwen said -, it does about three hundred years to
a daughter of Flook was educated it for this but it went to other earth. W

| ose many people in the emgration, you know? By storns, by exhaust, disease,
Bar barian attacks, wild aninmals and sone tines by the cold or the hunger... -
then it made give a humming to its wings that was equivalent to a shoul der
shrinking. - Alal A natural selection. Al this is and is good very well if
the nature does not force to you to die to survive she, if this would not have
a horrible aspect of tragedy. They go Rijn was pulled its chin. The cheeks
over her had acquired a shining tone. - Therefore, this gives a notion of
which it caused that your race grewin intelligence, to hibernate, to work or
to emigrate. And if you emigrate then to be the sufficiently intelligent and
el oquent thing to be able to fight against all the class of disadvantages that
can be put to you ahead. Then Van Rijn summari zed their noisy one to char it

of the followi ng way: - But we nust think about our disadvantages, specially
in those to that they tal k about same me, and that | amnot arranged to
support them much. Hum Good, now habl ane nore. | caused that the panic spread

on the cover and that they did not take care of you in that boat, lets to you
escape and | made you come here and this way | released to you. Now you want
to take to your homes and those of your men to low earth. And at the same tine
you want desenbarazarte of the Fleet. - W fought very well against them -
Trolwen said, with certain rudeza- we can still and we want to do it. There
were reasons to include/understand why we suffered a defeat. W were tired and
hungry when returning after ten days of flight. He is always weak to the aim
of the spring day when one becones to house. Qur stronger possessions had been
occupi ed. The fire throwers of the Draska had burned all our defenses, and for
us it was inpossible to fight against themand he at the nmonent continues it
being by the water, where it is his true strength. - Their teeth entrechocaron
with a carnivorous reflection -. and we nust exceed, we nmust end to them soon
them If we do not do it we are lost. And they knowit. - | do not

i ncl ude/understand this still very well - it admitted Go Rijn -, the haste is
in which all your young peopl e have been born at the same tinme, is not thus? -
Yes. - Trolwen advanced fromthe place in that was and it was put upon the
wal I s of Sal menbrok with a full gesture of rage. Like all the locations of
Lannascha, it was fortified against the eneny animals. It had not fenced. This
had not had sense here, where all the high fornms that had life had wi ngs. Mbst
of the buildings was constructed of rudinmentary way and form of the old
defenses on | and. The ground of the houses did not have doors and had snall

wi ndows sinply; the entrance becanme by the part of above or by a species of
hat chway on the ceiling. A fortification was defended by outer walls, but not
interlacing themtogether with a species of suspension bridges and underground
passages. Here over the Iine of the forests, the houses were constructed by
stones deprived conpletely of some relief, and that had been trimed on the
same place, and this abounded than the conmon houses nmore that they were in
the clans of valleys. But this construction solidly was done, and provi ded
with a confort degree and that they indicated how they woul d be the houses of

| ow earth. They go Rijn dedicated long time in admring such constructed

characters all in wood. A wood winch that also turned with a nordant end that
were done of a cut dianond species, and a wood nountain range whose teeth were
of renewabl e volcanic glass. Awind mll common chafaba sone of the increases

as wild nuts and grains and al so saw other snaller machines and in greater
nunber to squash foods. Vasija of stone next to a reef with water included its
vision great, and the water could return to | eave to make again give returns
to the wind nmll when it did not nake air. It also saw a pretty railroad,

al t hough of wood and that worked by neans of helices and by which small cars
ran on tracks that were constructed al so of as hard wood as the iron. These
delivery trucks took to pedernal and other stones that were taken in | oca
quarries, wood of the forests, fresh fish of the coast, skins and other
articles of low earth and also skilled | abor of all the islands. They go Rijn
was enchanted. - That is very well - Commerce said -.! You are fundanmental ly
capitalist. Ah! Condemation! | believe that still we w Il make business.



Trol wen shrank of shoulders. - There is a wind al nost always very hard here.
Wiy we are not going to allow that he is the one that transports our |oads? At
the nonent all the apparatuses that you see took nmany years in constructing;
we are not |like those draska that all the work has it to do they thensel ves.
The tenporary popul aci 6n of Sal nenbrok was crowded around near the humans wth
a murmur and a novenent and at the same tinme entrechocar of wi ngs, while the
pequefuel os pursued and they tw sted between the | egs of the humans and their

not hers screaned to themsaying to themthat they returned. - By thousand
denons! - it shouted Go Rijn -, to have if they are thought that | ama
politician who conmes to kiss the belly to them - It comes this way - Trol wen-

said towards the Tenple of the Men. The women and the nen cannot follow to us,
they have their own tenple. She lead to themthroughout another footpath and
saluting reverente to snall idolo that one was in a ballot box. By the aspect
that it had that object had been carved nmade hundreds of years. The Fl ook
seened to rather have only a incoherent politeisnmo as far as the religions and
they very seriously did not take this in these days; but they were so strict
in which it concerned the traditional ritual and, as classic they are the
British regiments, whose rituals |ooked like. They go Rijn it went after him
and it watched the footpath that was back. The wonmen had an aspect here that
remenbered nuch to those of the Fleet: Alittle snmaller and thinner than the
men, their | onger w ngs, but w thout one raised of wings conpletely devel oped.
In fact as far as the racial questions, the two tribes |Iooked |ike nuch. And
even so, if all those people of the conpany had | earned of Dionedes, it was
not a pure coincidence, draconay represented a biol ogi cal nonstruosidad. An

i mpossi bl e one! Trolwen foll owed peculiar the cautious one of the man and
sighed. - You can realize or in the situation in which they are - she nurnured
-. half of our wonen is waiting for or their next puppy. - E em Al ready, that
isits problem Déjene to see if | include/understand it well. Your young
people are all born in the fall of the equinox. - Yes, within few days; the
exceptions are very few - But lack so that you nmust go towards the South, and
surely new born cannot much fly. - Ch, no, he throughout goes stingy to its
not her the way; they have been born with arns able to take hold thensel ves
very hard. There is no no born of the preceding year; a fermale that is raising
is not pregnant. Some other son of two years is the sufficiently strong thing
to fly over those distances, give dol é periods of rest in which the pequefito
rai ses in the back of sonebody. This it is the period of Dap where we suffered
nost of the | osses. The greater ones of three years only need to be gui ded and
to be kept: Their wings not yet are very suitable. - But this neans nany

di sadvantages for its nmother, is not thus? - It is attended by nenbers of a
clan or of oldest than she has happened al ready of the chil dhood, but that is
not the sufficiently old thing to survive so long trip. And the nen naturally
are going to the hunting and to explore, the fight and other things. - Thus,
then, you go to the South | have heard say that it is quite easy there living,
the nuts, the fruits and the fish are good for gathering. Wiy you return? -
This is our house - it said with all Trolwen tranquillity. After a little
while it continued -: and the islands of the tropical could not never get to
supply to the thousands that nmeet each inv there ierno. At that nonment the

em grants are quick to | eave and since they have eaten everything al ready what
they had in the Earth. - | already realize. Good, we continue. The tinme of the
solstice is when you fly. -, Yes then desire arrives to us, already you know
what is this. - Naturally - it said Go Rijn. It did not have intention to
explain that human the reconstructivo nodule was like the one of the Fleet.
Trol wen wanted to imagine to only once Go Rijn shouting and patal eando on the
Earth to the year. Trolwen was free to do it. - and there is festival es and
commerce with the other tribes - |annach sighed -. Already it is worth.
Shortly after the solstice, when we return arriving here shortly before

equi nocc i o, when the great aninmals of which we depend, have waked up of their
dream of winter and have fattened a little. You got it the nodul e of our
terrestrial life. - it sounds a little to Me rare, as if he was not too fat
and old - it said Go Rijn, blow ng one's nose the nose with noise -. you do



not becone old, Trolwen. He is so solitary. You have luck dying in the

em gration when you begin debilitaros, you you do not live nmore worried and
abandoned than with your dear menories and nenories. - Surely, and as they are
devel oped the events are not very probable that me it makes old - said Trol wen
-. | amseeing arrive the events and | see that it is not tine than of
childbirths nmore. And if one does not have food and shelter and all those
things to point nost of the young people will die. It is possible to be
replaced to them- it added Trolwen with an enphasis degree that showed that
after all he was not a winged man sinply and with tail. Its tone of voice was
becone serious -: But the fenales that take to themin their sine are of a
much greater inportance for our force. A female that finishes being nother
nmust rest properly and to eat what never needs or otherwi se will reach the
South in the em gration, you include/understand? And fijate what percentage of
our females is going to be nothers. It is a conpany this one in which we are
put, of brings it depends you sobreexperience on the nation of the Flok. And

t hose pigs draska raising all the year like... like fish. No! - Truely, no! -
it said Go Rijn -. Better it will be than we think quickly about sonething
practical or otherwise | also will pass nuch hunger. - | spent many lives of
nmy people for salvarte - Trolwen said -, because all we thought that you would

devi se sonething to help us. - Good, the problemis - it said Go Rjn- in
which we are able to make arrive a nessage at our people in Thursday Landing,
Then they will cone here quickly, and | will say to themthat they sweep to
all those that | want entorpeceros. Trolwen sniled. Still in spite of the
cruel formof his nmouth, it was a smile without heat and hunmor. - No, not - it
said -. it is not so easy. | cannot risk to ne to send people in a crazy
attenpt so that they cross the ocean. No, while the Drak'ho has taken to us
by, farsanta. In addition, and it pardons, how | w Il know that you to us have
i nterest some in hel ping once you feel out of danger? It separated the gl ance
of the one of his conpanion, towards the door of the cave that was the Tenple
of the Males. The steamleft the mouth of the tenple. Inside was the nouth of

geiser. - | nyself it it could have decided otherwise - it added with rage and
inlowvoice -. But | do not have nore limted powers. Concilio will not all ow
that we help you until the war has not finished. They go Rijn it raised the
back and it extended its hands: - Confidentially, Trolwen, boy, in its place

al ready had done the sane.

Chapter 10

Now t he |ight became nore tenuous. Soon they would begin to park the lights at
ni ght, as soon as the sun was hi dden under the sea and the sky renenbered
white small points of colors. The two noons could be seen already after the
sun putting. At the sane time which Bodonis left its room the shining

Sk' huanax beamia its appearance in the horizon and one slid between nany
stars towards the slow and cal m Lykaris. Among them The one that Del ay and
The one that It persecutes fornmed a wonderful double bridge between extensive
wat ers. Rodoni s had been born in the old nobility, and it had been taught to
himto snmile to the cult of Mons. Qite good for the conmon sailors, that
otherwi se they had returned to his primtive sacrifices in the depths, but in
fact, a cultured person knew that there was only a Lodestr. Neverthel ess,
Rodoni s, under cover, was covered to itself with its wings and whispered its
restl essness to the shining Lykaris nother. - a song | dedicate to you, a song
only for you, done by the nbst exquisite poets of the sung Fleet and in your
honor when soon you in marriage with which It persecutes to you. You will not
become to unite in marriage with for nore than a year, the astrologers nme said
it; there will be time sufficient to create a new song for you who will | ast
whil e they survive the Fleet, oh, Lykaris, and that will only be thus if you
allow me to have with me to ny Del p! The Warrier did not go inits plegaria to
Sk' huanax, in the sane way that a Drak' ho man had not thought about going to



the Mother. But she said to himto Lykaris with her imagination, that did not
have badly no in remenbering to himand putting before its attention the fact
that Del p was a brave being who always had fulfilled the one that before

prom sed. The noons shone. A cloud bank by the west remenbered the tops of
nount ai ns. Much nore far the silhouette of an island was descried. It could
hear the noise of the ice towards the north. It was a panoranma of the great
and wonderful sea; this one was not the green bel oved Sout hwat er where the
hunger directed to the Fleet, and she asked herself if the Gods Achan woul d
never allow drak' honai to return to their homes. The noi se of the waves,
crujir of the trunks of the boat, hissing of the cords and cables that had
subjects to them the nurnur of the wind, the balance, the renote conpl aint of
one flauta, and the nearest noises conming fromthe sane boat, snores and

[l oriqueos of the children and the exhal ati ons of some satisfied pair; al

this was an enormous lightening in this cold called enptiness the sea gives
Achan. It thought about his own children, two snmall enpel etadas and put forns
in a camta rich upholstered, and this gave the force himthat needed. It

ext ended his wi ngs and one went back in the air. From above, the Fl eet at

ni ght was not nore than the accunul ati on of shades, with the blinking of small
lights where sone crew worked to high tines of the night. Mst of them already
was | aid down, undoing of the difficulties of a hard day of work, handling
useful and cabestrantes and coils, cleaning, salando and straightening the

cat ched thing, folding and unfol ding the heavy cords of the boat, gathering
eat abl e seaweed and other fruits, others, in mainland, denolishing trees,
giving formand nolding the trunks with stone equi pnment. A nmenber anyone of
those people had little to hope in the Iife except the brutal es and heavy

wor ks. Their nonments of distraction were alnbost so strange and violent as the
wor k: the dances, the athletic tests nore brutales, a constant desire of the

| oving questions, and the torn uprooted songs to total lung of its throats
that at the sane tinme ingested enornmous anounts of beer made with cereals
coming fromthe sea. For a nonment and while such thoughts crossed by their

i magi nati on, Rodonis felt proud of its tribe. For a great part of noble, a
type of the lIow class, was a donestic aninmal, with bad nodal es, wthout a
nane, al nost indecente, that was to have to himto ray by force of whip for
its own good. But flying by encuna of the great sleeping beast of a Fleet,
Rodonis felt a trenor that was renoved |ike a snake over her. These were the
gentl emren of the sea, and the high standards of the Drak'ho were raised on the
vi gorous backs of the conponents of the square. Perhaps, sinply it was that

t he predecessors of their husband had risen until nmore cars ranks fromthe
hunbl est positions of a boat not many generations ago. It had seen help him
quite often his, working el bow elbow with themin the stormand the fishing.
It had realized of which river was a misfortune to nake the works hunbl est and
at the sane tinme to be able to float a boat for single her. If the work were a
pl easure for the Lodestar, as they said sacred books, then, why the noble of
the Drak' ho considered a thing hateful ? There was sonething of insano in the
old fam lies, something that of course did not denote a true nobility of
feelings. Those feelings had died and replaced by | ower others, century after
century. He was known well that the hunbl est workers were those than nore
descendants had, the specialized workers and the enpl oyees to conpl ete days
had |l ess, and the officials by inheritance those that I ess than all. Wy

adm ral Syranax had not had in his long life, nmore than a son and two
daughters? It, Rodonis, already had two small ones in four years little of
marriage. It was not a this one evident sanple that the Lodestar Stop favored
t he honest people, who worked with honest hands? But no, those | annach' hona
had all a new boy every year, |ike machineries, although many, of the small
ones died in the enmigration. And the Lannach' honai did not work; in fact they
did not work; they hunted, they reproduced, and they fished with its encientes
hooks. They were quite vigorous people, but never hours and days like a
Drak' ho sailor were put under a work during. And, naturally, their custons
were truely hateful. Animal! Indiscrimnate vigor and that were everything.
For the rest of his life the father of his small one was not nore than anot her



mal e for her - he does not matter that you know who is he of all ways your
worman that you do not serve for anything, of horrible nodales! And in him hone
was no nodestia between sexes; it had, even nore distinction in the custons of
every day, because no longer there were nore desires. Uf! And in spite of
everyt hing, those Lannach' honai pigs, speak bl oomed, perhaps, to the Lodestar
did not concern much to them No, a thought was too cold, here, in the wind at
ni ght, under cenicienta Skl manax. Surely that the Lodestar had designated to
the Fleet like an instrunment to destroy to those Lannach beastly and to seize
of the territories that they had been enjoying. The wi ngs of Rodonis beat with
alittle nore rapidity. The flag of the boat was a little nore, close now, and
the turrets seenmed nmountain tips at night. There were many |anps ignited on
covered Ja or in the quiet rooms. There were sailors nmoving interm nably from
a part to another one and in all directions. The flag of the admral stil

undul ated on the mast, which indicated that this one still lived; but the
deat h surrounded hour after hour every time to himw th nmore force. Like birds
hungry of carrion, on the | ookout, Rodonis with a sigh thought. One of the
sentries whistled to himfromhis limted pos icion and it approached. The
light of the nobon scattered by all sides: - It holds! Wio you are? It was
prepared for beforehand so high conninatorio, but suddenly, the | anguage
remained rigid inits mouth. It was not nore than a female, and a nonster
rugia nore stop than she. A gust of wi nd whipped the dry things that hung of a
post: the wi ngs of sone naval officers who now did not have other functions
that to take care of the oars or the rudder, in the case in that they stil
cane. Rodonis thought about the red outlines that would be reflected in the
back of Delp, and this caused that the rage and the rage mounted in her until
the point to have those to express with a shout. - In this tone to speak to a
Sa Axal | on? The guardi an did not know his personality between the thousands

Fl eet citizens, but he distinguished the own cl othes gives the class of
officials. It was an affluent thing known that it had never been all owed that
contiendo to the hardest works during all its life could obstruct the way of
that delicate body that, in addition, conprised of the high sphere. - Péstrate
on the cover, the condemed! - it said with wath Rodonis -. Tapate the eyes
when you go tone! - |I..., ny lady - it whispered -. | not... She sent herself
directly towards him The nonsubject another thing that to nmake that |eave the
way. The voice of Rodonis cracked like a whip: - Considering, naturally, that
t he head of the conmpany to whom you bel ong has obtai ned nmy consent so that you
speak to ne. - But... but... but... Qher soldiers had gone at that nonent,
going froma part to another one in the air, disabled to do nothing. Those

| aws exi sted, but nobody had taken them exactly during centuries. An official
on the greater cover, realized situati on when Rodonis |anded. - My lady - he
said with the due deference is not very advisable for a female w thout escort
to nove away mini numand nuch less to visit this boat of terror. - It is
necessary - she said to him-. | have a nessage for T heonax captain who
cannot hope. - the captain is next to his honorable father. | am afraid that
not... - those WIIl be your teeth that will start when it knows that Rodonis
Sa Axal | on has been able to cause another riot. It crossed the cover and she
inclined on the hut railing as if she was voniting his rage over the sea. The
official titubed as if he had not included/understood. But, suddenly, as if he
had received coletazo in the stomach exclainmed: - My lady. Imediately... she
hopes, she hopes here, only a second. Guard! Here the guard! You guard by ny

| ady. You take care of that it does not need of anything. And it di sappeared.
Rodoni s hoped. The true test arrived at this monment. Until then there had been
no problem The Fleet too nuch was affected; without officials, the il

sailors, they had refused to a new rise, when she spoke to themof it and was
requested it. The first riot had been very bad. Such horror - a true one
turned around agai nst the Oracul o of the Lodestar- had not been known for nore
than one hundred years... and at the same tinme with the problemof a war anong
them The first inpulse had been to deny that any inmportant thing by small

that outside it had happened. A | aborious one nal entendi do. Those in favor of
Del p, arrived and they were given to the fight of a quixotic way at the sane



ti me who gave thenselves to a | acking desperate fight of loyalty for their
captain. After all, it was not possible to be hoped of ordinary sailors of the
| ow cl ass who understood the nbst nodern principles and than the Fleet and its
admral they could extend to the situations of an individual boat. Suddenly
their tears extended by their face, renenbering that Rodonis had been speaki ng
with Siranax and the conversation that it had had al ready ago days was
repeated in its nenory. - | feel, ny lady - créane had said he that | feel it.
One caused his husband, and it had nore justice of his part that T heonax, was
more right. In fact, if which was a sinple fight which happened, that had not
been pl anned, only one opportunity to make junp the spark of old resentnents,
and in which, my own son was the one who was going to | eave harned. - Then, it
allows that his son | oaded with the responsibility that he had! - she said.
The white head nmoved bal ancing itsel f advanced backwards and inplacably. - No.
Per haps he is not the person nost honest and nore responsible for his acts in
the world, but he is nmy son. And the heir. | do not have left long tine that
to live, and the tinme mlitary is not the monent to risk in a battle in the
occasi on of the succession. By the salvation of the Fleet, T heonax mnust
happen to ne wi thout discussion of anybody; and, by this, it nust renain at

sight of all like a irreprochabl e personage of the officiality. - But, why
cannot you |l eave you also free to Delp? - By the Lodestar, that would do it if
it could! But it is not possible. |I can give amesty to anyone, if... if |

want it. But loading with the faults, sonebody nust have sonebody where it is
heal ed and where it falls the pain our wounds. Delp nust be accused by to have
i magi ned and to have tried a riot, and nmust be punished, so that everybody can
say it; "In agreenent, we fought, we had fought between us, but all the fault
had he, so now we can trust an a again the others.” The admiral sighed, a ful
sigh of fatigue that left its affected lungs. - the Lodestar knows Well that

it did not want to do is to. It wanted... Also | love nuch to you you, and
you, ny lady. It wanted that we returned to be friends. - W can - it

whi spered if she | eaves frees to Del p. The conqueror of the Maion, watched it
surprised and said: - No. And now already | have heard enough. It di sappeared

of her presence. The days happened and there it continued the farce of

ni ght mare of the judgnent of Delp and the nightmare of the sentence that

wei ghed on him and the nightmare of the delay of his execution. The fast
attack of the Lannacho had been as the nonent of waking up of a febrile dream
because he was acute real and true, and the conpani on of boat no | onger he was
sinmply a furtive eneny but a sailor who faced the Barbarians in the clouds and
t hat whi pped to those troops doing themto back down and novi ng away them of
the children. Three nights later, admiral Syranax fell ill of death. If it had
not fallen ill, Delp would be now a nmutilated slave, but in this nervous
tension and this uncertainty the things had remai ned quiet at the nonent and

t he sentence not yet had been pronounced. As soon as T heonax had the position
of the admralty, thought Rodonix about deepest of its brain, no | onger would
be nmore delay. At least that... - It wants, ny lady, to cone by this way? Al

of them were obsequi osos, the officials who guided it throughout the cover and
they introduced it between a great disordered battery of trunks. Crew nenbers
of the house crossed and wal ked above and down by the runners, corridors and
wi ndows that were illunminated with | anps, and they watched with a species
gives it terror. OF any way the nmpst secret things al ways were known in that
part of the boat, and they knew themimediately, as if they smelled them He
was dark, full of things and in silence. In as nmuch silence! The sea never was
quiet. Only at this noment Rodoni x realized of which they never had, in al

its life, sense no attraction by the sound of the waves and crujir of the
trunks and the cords of the boats. Their wings were tightened; it had wanted
to explode in a whine. To free itself with a whine. It wal ked unconfortably.
They opened the door to him It entered, and it was closed after her with a
full sound of col dness and apprehension. It saw a small one and furnished
smal | drawi ng-room wel|l where nmany | anps burned. The air was so dense, that it
al nost prevented himto breathe. T heonax lay on a cushion watching it,

pl aying with one of the knives of terrestrial ones. There was nobody nore. -



Siéntese - he said. It shrank on her tail, with interrogating and cold eyes,

al t hough she wat ched of equal equal to him - What was what neant? - he with

i ndi fference asked. - Lives the admiral, your father? - she asked. - | am
afraid that it does not have left nuch - said he -. the God Aeakah'a wi || eat
to himbefore the noon. - Their eyes went to where he was his father -. What
releases it is the night! Rodonix hoped. - and well? - he said. Its head was

t hrown backwards with a somewhat repul sive novenent. There was certain crudity
in his tone -. Said you sonething about... another riot? Rodonix straightened
up on its feet. It straightened his chest and it said; - Yes - the crew of ny
husband tal ked back with a chilling voice has not forgotten to him - Perhaps
not - T heonax- tal ked back but they have had sufficient |loyalty for the
admral and sa did not separate of him at the noment. - Loyalty for admra
Siranax, yes - it said to himbut this never |acked. You know it as well as I
whi ch happened was not a riot... sinply a novenent of nen who were in agai nst
hers, of you. To Siranax they al ways have admired to you, not to say |oved. -
the true riot will be against its assassin. T heonax gave a junp. - \Wat neans
with this? - he shouted -. Who is an assassin? - You - escupi 6 Rodoni x between
its teeth you to poisoned its father. It hoped. She hoped during a tine that
mai ntai ned the breathing in its chest. She could not say if the remarkable
violent man to which he faced would kill it by to have said such words. She
alnost did it. She threw herself backwards when its knife cane near to the

t hroat of Rodoni x. She tightened with force his cheeks, and junmped on his
cushion and one stayed there at the sanme time with the bent back, the rigid
tail, and the raised wings. - He continues - it said | gave your lies. | know
very well to what extent you hate to all ny fanmily as a result of the husband
wi t hout no class of value, that you have. Al the Fleet knows it. Think that

t hey can believe your poisonous words? - Never | hated its father - Rodonix

wi th somewhat said of nervousness; the death had cl osely together passed of
her he condemed Del p, yes. | thought, that she was not right to do it, but he

didit by the Fleet, and I... | amof a sector of officials also. You nust
renenber, that the day after the battle, | requested to you that you had
supper with me to celebrate that draconnay had to march. - Therefore you did -

you whi spered T heonax- a pretty gesture. Now nenory how condi nentada said the
guests was the food. And the small menory that you to himgave him that
shining disc that belonged to terrestrial ones. As if it corresponded to you
giving it, all that belongs to the admralty. - In agreement, but this was the
terrestrial thickness that me gave it me - Rodonix said. It was taking

del i berately the conversation towards excellent |ands, |ooking for that both
calmed -. had taken it of her luggage - said to me -. called a currency to
him an article of market between her town. She thought that to ne I could
like to renenber to himto himwith that object. This was shortly after

whi ch... the aval anche... and shortly before which he and its conpani ons had
changed of the Gerunis to this other boat. - It was a miserable gift - the
disc said to T heonax- was quite |lacking of forns. It goes! - their nuscles
were curved again -. It cones. Acusene nore still if one dares. - | have
anyway not been enough idiot - Rodonix- said | have left witten letters, so
that they open nmy friends to themif | do not return. But we consider the
facts, T heonax. You are an anbitious nmale, and one of the people who are

wi shi ng nore than happens the worse thing. The death of its father will make
of same you an admiral, the virtual proprietor of the Fleet. How | ong has had
you to be waiting for this opportunity! Hs father is dying, whipped by a

di sease apparently unknown by our surgeons: Not even a di sease due to a poison
known, and so ferocious that it will destroy to him Now one knows that the
attackers did not take all the food who had terrestrial ones on board; three
smal | packages renmai ned here. The terrestrial ones warned to us very
frequently and to all that we would not have to eat nor only the smaller part
of its rations, that would be as nmuch as to be indicated with the death. And
you, one has taken care of all the things of terrestrial ones! T heonax
straightened up. - Lie - it shouted | | do not know... | do not have... |
never... Somebody will be able to say that |... anyone could have nmade such



thing as... to poison... its own father? - O you, they will believe
everything to it - right of perpetual ownership by the Lodestar said to

Rodonix -. It! - the Lodestar will not give luck himnor will protect to the
Fleet if they are commanded and to the orders of a parricida. - There will be
riots only by this, T heonax. It watched it fixedly while the savagery was
reflected in its face. - Wat is what wants? - he shouted. Rodoni x watched to
himwi th col dest of the glances that never had directed to anybody. - | wll
burn those letters - it said and I will shut up nyself for always. Even
retractaré of which it has said to ne of you, and | will defend to himif to

somebody t hey have been happened to hi m such thoughts that to ne. But he nust
have, fromthis sane nonent and for always, a total ammesty. T heonax rel axed
and it watched it with crudity. - it could not fight against you - you said
podria it to have arrested to speak of so full formof treason and to kill to
what ever it dared to do it. - Perhaps - Rodoni x- said but, is worth the
trouble, it could |leave the Fleet and | eave us at the nercy of the Lannaconay.
Everything what | request is that returns ny husband. - and for that reason
threaten you to ruin to the Fleet? - Yes - she said. After nonents she
continued: - You do not understand. You them nen nake the nations and the wars
and the songs and science, all the small things. You imagine that you are the
forts, practical sex. But a wonan once returns and anot her one under the
shades fromthe death to bring a new life again. You are the duros, we, we
must be it. T heonax gave the back him shaking. - Yes - it to the end

whi spered yes, the condemmed you are. Ridicul ous wonan, horrible wonman, yes,
you can have your husband, right now!| wll issue an order to you, at this
Moment. It takes its rotten feet and séacal os of nmy boat before the dawn, you
hear it? But | did not poison my father. Their wi ngs were fought in the ful

air of being able, until it rose there until the ceiling of the boat staying
and shouting: - | did not kill it! Rodonix hoped. At that nonent it took the
witten order and left there, was towards the bridge, where they cut the cords
that they had inprisoned to Delp hyr Qikan. She narrowed it between his arms
and she cried. - | will conserve nmy wings... Rodonix Sa Axallon tightened its
crest, spoke to himto the ear, tightened to himwith force, spoke all the
things to him said to himthat everything would go now, that returned to
house and cried a little because it loved to him In his interior it had a
smal |l nenory of as the old one They go Rijn had given the currency him but it
had warned to himagainst... against what it had said... against poisonous
heavy metals. "For you the iron, the copper and other netals are unknown
objects. | amnot a chemstry; chemstries | rent themwhen chem stry is
necessary to ne; but | believe that better it would eat arsenic that not what
it istrying to chew one of your children in these currencies ". And she
renenbered, seated in the dark, with a stone in her hand, sharpening the
currency, until there there were necessary spices that she would put | divided
t he supper of the adnmiral. Later, she renmenbered that the terrestrial one did
not have such masters of its |anguage. Suddenly she thought with a fright that
it, the terrestrial one, could have left this food nortal to intention very
well, with the intention of which she caused m sfortunes. But, until point had
gotten he to suppose the events?

Chapter 11

@untra de Snklan crossed the door. Eric Wace watched. After hi mone shades
rare between |lights, and an accunul ati on of inexpressive forms. - Yes? - he
said. Guntra showed an arnor, two meters in length, a slight construction in
wood forns. For nore than ten years it had watched to hundreds of wonmen and
children while they reunited, gathered, separated and dried the fibers that
gat hered next to sea; they formed, weaving these fibers, a wood species, they
took it to the factories and they made a set of all of themto formthe w shed



object. One had never felt so tired. Nevertheless, a small victory was
reflected in its voice when it said: this one is four the thousands
Chancellor. It was not his title, but the nentality of |annacha as soon as it
could inmagine to whatever it did not have a rank defined within the

organi zation of the Flock. Considering the authority of the creatures wthout

wi ngs, it seened nore natural to call chancellors to them - Good. - it took
t he object of his encallecidas hands -. a good work. Four thousands are but
t hat nothing; your task is done, Guntra. - Thanks - she watched everything

peculiarly what there was to his around. It was difficult to remenber that she
did not do long tinme had served, mainly. to store food. Angrek of the Trekkans
arrived with a wood bl ock between its claws. - Chancellor - it began - I... -
stopped. Its glance fell on Guntra, that still was in medium age and hi mthey
had consi dered al ways beautiful. The eyes of Guntra found his. A rare
brightness ignited in them Their wi ngs extended and it took a step towards
her. He gave an al nost inperceptible junp. GQuntra becanme and flew. Angrek was
wat chi ng after her, and soon it threw the wood bl ock by the ground and ran. -
What denmons it happens? - Wace said. Angrek occurred a blowwith its fist in
the other hand. - Ghost! - he nurnured - untiring spirits must be ghost... who
live, always everywhere... are possessors of the Drakska, and who now cone to
puni sh to us. Another pair of bodies darkened the door of the room that

remai ned open towards the pale one and cuts night of the sunmer that began

Ni cholas van Rijn and Tol k, the Heral do, entered. - How it goes, boy? - it
asked Go Rijn, he was eating a onion that had renmoved from one of the packages
of the provisions; the pallor that was reflected in the face of Wace, and,
until in the one of Sandra, at the nmonent was not reflected in Go Rijn. But

t hen, Wace thought bitterly, until that noment the old one of the chin not yet
had done nothing. Everything what for it was to take a walk and to speak to
the I ocal heads and to conplain which the things did not go rather quickly,

all the express that it had wanted. - Slowy, Sir - the youngest man | keep
the words that to taste it had nmeant well. You craw like a worm and del ays
to return to house by neans of my work and of ny brain soon to sell ne to
other factories or to leave ne in sone other condemmed planet lost. - Then
haste will be necessary to occur - it said Go Rijn- we cannot wait for as nuch
time you and |I... Tolk watched inquisitively and with a certain expression in
its eyes to Angrek. The specialized worker still was astoni shed and w t hout

i ncl udi ng/ under st andi ng what it happened and he whi spered for hinself

i nconmpr ehensi ble things, to the aimsaid: - What happens, what is what it does
not go well? -... an influence - Angrek covered the eyes -. Heraldo -

whi spered - Guntra of the Enklan was here right now and during a little while
we... were desired the one to the other. Tolk watched with certain gravity but
it spoke without no reproach: That, has happened to himto many, contrélate to
same you. - But, what is that, Heral do? A disease? A judgnent? \WWat have done
| ? - Those innatural es inpulses are not known - Tolk said -. They arrive at us
and they are pronounced once in a while in each one of us. But naturally, one
does not speak of it, one is surprised and done what better it can to forget
what it happened - soon it added -: Long ago it nore often happened enough. |
do not know why. Return to your work and you forget the fenmal es. Angrek was
pronounced with a difficult breathing, took the wood piece that had brought,
and it went towards Wace: - his advice Wuld want; this formdoes not seemto
me the best one for its intentions. Tol k watched his around. It finished
returning gives a long trip, crossing over a vast land to speak to the tribe
and to see how the works were made. - nuch work has becone here - it said. -
Yes - friend agreed Go Rijn with conpl acencia- is an engi neer with nmuch east
talent mne. But the works in a new planet could nuch better if you could have
good engineers. - | have not gotten to conplete the details of its schenes
very well. - My schenmes, ny schenes - it corrected Go somewhat proud Rijn | |
said to himthat it conducted mlitary operations to us. Everything what has
done has been to do them - Everything? - Tol k asked, dryly. It watched his
work that was in its beginnings. What is this? - throwing of darts a
repetitive one, a netralleta |l to himcall. Sight, this part gives returns in



this sense and of this formshots, quite perfect can be obtained. The darts
enter this disc by this belt... of way... and give returns rather quickly. Two
or three in opening and closing at |east of eyes. The disc is nounted
perfectly to be able to lay for all directions. Ja is one ne idea truely. |
believe that MIler or OF canp, or sone other constructed it |ong ago. But it

is a very hard and very bad object to face himin a battle. - Excellent - it
approved Tol k- and this that there is? - and we took a balista. It is like the
catapults of Draco, or alnost better still. This throws great stones to break
a wall or to sink a boat. And here, aja! - They go Rijn took the arnor that
@Quntra had brought -. This is not an object that stands out nmuch, perhaps, but
that it means enough for us and that it is not as useful as other Machineries.
A sailor, in earth, takes it to the back. - Hunm.. if, already | see what
harness class can do. This stops the projectiles that cone from above, no? But
in the neantine, our sailors will not be able to take it while they fly. -

Thus he is - he exclained Go Rijn- unfortunately thus is! This it is the

di sadvantage with your di onedanas tribes. How you think that you can fight and
you can wage a true war w thout nothing else that the forces of the air, eh?
Here, in Sal menbroe, | go inculcando in the head of stupid officials these

i deas and nmking every day them see that the infantry has a great paper and
that she devel ops a trenmendous inmportance in these wars. And in addition, that
there is to create true officials to practice to them But by the entrails of
Judas, there is no tinme for it! In these fewten days, | nust try to do what

it is needed for it, ten years. Tol k agreed al nost i mediately. Trolwen had
even needed |long tinme and many di scussions before putting the idea of a force
conbat, whose main body deliberately was restricted to the ground operations.
It was a very strange concept. But the Heraldo only said: - Yes. | see its
reasoni ng. Those are the points strongest than they will deci de who took
Lannach, the fortified cities that dominate all the fields of the region from
which the food arrives to us. And for, to be able to take the cities we needed

to lay our own way. - You think very well - the Earth history approved Go
Rijn-, cost long tine to the people to include/understand that a victory
cannot be only reached about the powers of the air. - But still we have the

firearns of loa draska - said Tolk -. Which are the plans about then? M

m ssion, in the pasts ten days, have been al nost conpletely to persuade to the
border people so that they are united to us. | comunicated to themof his
part that we could be faced the firearnms, which we would have throw ng of
firearns and arnms our. Better, perhaps, he had done in saying the truth to
them He watched his around. The room where they were, turned a rustic
factory, was too full of w nged workers so that it could see it everything.
Close, there was a water battery nore primtive type, somewhat inprovised by
Wace, was serving to sharpen in her arnms and tonmahawk. Anot her nachine, a
stone to sharpen, was new for him It at the top gave formof the axes and to
other parts of her, not as good as the types that were made by hand, but
formed of a type to standar. A hanmmrer bordered the nost salient parts of the
sharp songs; a circular nmountain range cut wood; one that it gave returns by
means of cords, rolled at greater speed of which the human Vista could foll ow.
Al it formed a conplex of machinery and work never seen in that earth. But

all it also did able to be put under a fight much nore soon of which | annach
could imagi ne and supplying itself of better armanent of the one than unti

now t hey had had and nuch nore anpbunt. - this one Is a thing very well-known -
Tol k- said alnpbst scares a little to me. - This will do that this earth, a new
life - it said Go Rijn, expansive it is not this machine, or this other what
it has changed your history. It is the basic idea that | have introduced:
Production in mass. - But the fire... - W gave their firearms. The sulfide
that they have taken in the Oborch nmountains, and are very good liquid oi
wel s there where also there are conseguidl o of arsenic. Distillation, this is
another art that the Drako they have had and you do not have. Now we wil |
construct sone Ml otov arns constructed by we ourself. The human conti nued: -
But there is a thing that is truth, friend mne. W do not have tinme to train
to your soldiers to things to which they are not customary and to these



materials. Soon | will begin to die of hunger, soon your females will be nmade
heavy and the feeding nust begin to neet for them - it gave a pathetic sigh
although I believe that it will do along tine, long tine that | will be dead
when your town begins to have true suffering. - it is not thus - we said Tol k
with an expressive gesture still nore has left of half year before the tine of
birth, is truth. But we already are debilitated by the hunger, the cold and

t he desperation. W have already let carry out cerenonies... - the Condemed
your ceremponies! - he exclaimed Go Rijn -. | have said as it is the city of

U wen the one that we mnmust take first, where feels watching arrogant, Dunn
Brsy and where lives all the beasts with horn, if we got to seize of U wen, we
wi I I have enough food, and al so a point very easy to defend. But no, Trolwen
and Concilio say that we must go back directly towards Mtinesaeh, |eaving

U wen into the hands of our enemes, and soon to return directly to Saj na Bay,
where their boats can attack to us. But, why? - You cannot include/understand

it - she said to Tolk with amability we we are very different. | nyself, if
the Iife has been devel oped in the work and this one has been able to conduct
itself and to understand themto it with strange people, | cannot get to

i ncl ude/understand its attitude. But our life this constituted by the sky of
the year. It is not that we take so to our old Gods in serious as before, but

its rites, the rectitud and the decency of everything, the property... It had
an arrogant aspect within the hidden shade of the ceiling where the wi nd bl ew
and it slid over the machineries that speak forned in that dependency. - No,

do not believe that the ancestral ghosts fly that way during the nights. But |
bel i eve that when |I give the welcone to the High Sunmer, in the great rite of
t he Mannenach, since ny ancestors have done all since they exist the Flok..
then | maintain | live to the same Flok. They go Rijn extended his hand wth
scorn and he directed it towards the barbica that had let growin its face. It
was not possible to be washed or to shave thensel ves. And al t hough there was
bel oved, the human skin did not tolerate the di onedano Soap. - | wll say
porqué to you you have all those rites. First you are enslaved of the
stations, much nore that any farmer on the Earth in our old days. Second,
since you can fly so nmuch and | eave vues tros hones | eaving them enpty during
the station of the darks, the rites is the beautiful possession but that you
have. It is the only thing that does not weigh to take it to you too nuch,
with you to where you want. Perhaps - it is thus - Tolk said -, but the fact
continues. If there is any occasion to praise to the Total Day fromthe Stone
of the Mannenach, we took advantage of that opportunity. The lives extra that

are lost as a result that nore precise strategy cannot be taken to Ja will be
offered in this war with contentment. - If all the war does not cost losing to
us - it exclaimed Go Rijn -, denons and condemmation. My own chaplain in ny

house is not excited so nuch and he does not worry as much, by the things that
are normal . East Porqué poor young type that there is there was on the verge
of committing suicide, because a little because of a servant outside the tine
of the servants was excited, eh? - one has not beconme - Tolk said -, not yet
it has done it. It was towards the store. After a little while, They go Rijn
followed to him Wace put the point of the discussion with Angrec, verified

t he operations otherw se, shouted to one of them Young porteadores that

petrol eumvol atilized within the warehouses was storing and left. Their feet
were very heavy. He was too much a man to do, organizing, designating,
surpassing and m xi ng thenselves with the di sadvantages of the arns. They go
Rijn seened to think that it was a routine transferring to neolithic hunters
to an era of machinery in a few weeks. The Sane one had it to have proven! It
woul d have to take care of themto it with those beings. It would have to
sweat nuch of the fat that took above! The nights now were so short, only one
pal | or between two red clouds in the horizon, that Wace could not realize
course of the time. It worked al mobst until becom ng weak, it slept alittle
and it returned to the work. Sone tines it was asked if it had felt sometines
the sensation of the rest and the cl eaning, and the good feeding of the
confort and the tranquillity that experiences when being Mne, in sone

occasi ons. The norning began to blunt by hills of the North, where a full



vol canic line of steamwas reflected by all the horizon. The two noons were
falling, each one formng a disc apparently tw ce greater than the stature of
the terrestrial nmoon. The Oborch nount being |like a great giant in flanks of
nmount ai ns and mi xi ng t hensel ves between shades with the pallor of the sky. The
wind arrived cold and sharp as a bar fromiron that was used agai nst the face
of Wace. The city of Sal menbroch was descried to the distant spot. It reached
the stairs that had constructed he hinself, to be able to raise by her towards
the roomthat used normally, when Sandra net with hi mwhen | eaving this one
the tower that served fromroomher to him It stopped, taking a hand to her
face. She could not hear what she was saying as a result of the air. Wce
approached her. - Hi mrequest excuses to ne, ny lady, | have not been able to
i ncl ude/ understand what said. - OCh... was not nothing Wace. - Their green eyes
were with those of him but it saw that their cheeks were red, it only said -:
Good morning. - The same himdesire - it showed great ojeras -, | have not
seen himfor a long tine, ny lady. Cono.esta.usted? - | cannot rest - she said
-, | feel very unfortunate. It would not matter to himto talk a little with
me? They left the place where they had been and they went towards ahead

t hrough the weeds that were by the ground. Over themin the walls there were
sentries, but these were only beings, who watched to other inpersonal ones
hoping to the eneny fromthe air. Wace | know directed to Sandra: - Wat has
been doi ng? - he asked. - Nothing that is worth the trouble. Wat | can do? -

It lowered the head and watched her hands -. Treatnment to do something but I
do not have neans, | amnot prepared as you or as They go Rijn. -? - \Wace
exclaimed -. This... - it stopped regreting his words -. Good already is
enough wi th having ny present lady. - Wiy, Freenman? - She ed ***reflx mMg with
an anused pl easure half, and nothing burlesque. | never thought that you were
so galante in your words. - Never | have had rmuch opportunity to be it my |ady
- it tired and lacking of forces murnured too nmuch to stay in guard. - No? She

wat ched to himof average side. The wind ruined its hair and undid small curls
of him It not yet was whi pped by the wind and the fatigue, but the bones of
their face became but visible; there was a scar in one of his cheeks and their
dresses were made of a quite rustic formsewn by a tailor who never had seen a
human form before. But of any way dressed this formor to the way of a queen
it seemed to himto himprettier than ever. Perhaps because she was nore

cl ose? Wy she had said to himwith all franqueza that it was not nore than
human nmeat |ike he hinself? - Not - he between teeth said. - | do not

i ncl ude/ understand - she said. - | request pardon to Hmmy |ady, was thinking
aloud. It is a bad custom But one does in these worlds outside the human
circle. You see the few men who acconpany to himso frequently that they |et
mean a conpany; one separates of them And naturally we are always | acking of
t he nore usual ways and customs, so that one nmust be worth by itself and make
several works, perhaps during whole weeks. But why | amsaying all this? | do
not know it. God mine what tired | am They stopped in a small knoll, on its
feet opened a reef that was cut to tip a hundred of neters until it was going
to finish in the white foamof a river. To the other side of the tube there
were nountains and nountains, while their snows nelted to the sun. The wind
arrived again and whi pped the face of the human beings. - | already realize.
Yes, the sun | eaves for nme. - Sandra watched to himwi th serious eyes and cal m
you have had to work very hard during all your life. There has been no tine in
you for the pleasures, the fine nodales and the culture. He is not thus? -
have never had a minute of tine, my lady - he said -, | was bornin a
separated site, to a kiloneter of old Docks Triton. Nobody except poorest
woul d live so near a port of the space, of the traffic, the noises and the
murmur of terrestrial ones; neverthel ess one is accustomed until this gets to
conpri se of one sane one and it is mixed in his bones. Half of ny conpani ons

has died or is in the jail, | create; other half is fighting and staying in
wor ks not very specialized, quite dirty and that nobody wants. It does not
feel conm seracion by ne. | was very lucky person. | entered of apprentice a

conmer ci al house when it was twelve years old. After two years | could put to
me in contact with people who enployed dirty and hard to nme, but a work for



same me. This was in a boat of the space, an expedition to Rhiannon. | | earned
by my sane a little for the difficult monents, and | perfected nyself in the
rest of the things that | already believed to know, and then | got to reach a
rested better work and nore. And thus continuously and continuously, unti

they put ne to the position of this work outside the Earth, a work that can in

its time to be beneficial but that until it it has not been now nuch. But
al ways a scale, thus, then, I amhere in the top of a mountain, with all the
di omedanos down, and who knows what it will happen soon. It noved the head

with certain violence asking itself why everything what it had | ocked up
during long time had said at this nonent it. Being he so tired and
debilitated, it was like a borrachera. But this was not sonething there
nore... no, he was not |ooking for conm seracion... nor treated either of
which it could get to include/understand. But and if she managed to

i ncl ude/understand to hin? - You will return to the Earth - she said calny
you you are of the class of men who al ways survive. - Such time. - He is
somet hi ng heroic, which you have done already. - It separated the Vista of
him towards the clouds that noved around the tips of the Cbhorch -, | am not
sure that it can have sonething stops you to him Except same you. - 1? It
began to be enbarrassed, and wi shed to speak of other things. Its reddish
beard began to be pulled. - Yes, what another one coul d? You have arrived so
far and so quickly. But why one does not stop? Soon? Perhaps here in this
nmount ai n, you do not have to ask yourself itself to what extent she is worth
the trouble to go far in the life. - | do not knowit. | believe that she is
due to go as far as it is possible. - Wiy, he is that it is so necessary to
become sonething great? He is not enough free being? Wth your talent and its
experi ence you can rmake rmuch nmoney, in nmany planets where the men remain nore
in their houses than here. Like Hernmes for exanmple. In this rich and powerful
fight to be, he is not mainly that you want to feed and to give shelter to the
smal | boy who once shouted by hunger and dream back in Docks Triton. But to

that small boy you never will be able darte confort, friend nine, |ong ago who
died. - Good... | do not knowit... |I believe that a day | will have a famly.
I want to give to ny wife something nmore than a normal life; | want to | eave

to ny children and ny grandsons w th enough possibilities so that they
continue in the life, so that they can stay in the world and separate of him
if they want it. - Yes. Thus it is. | believe that thus it is... It saw before
it separated her gl ance of him how the blood had raised until its cheeks. -
Per haps the ol d Dukes of Kermes were thus. He woul d be sonething extraordinary
if we had everything again a group of men |like them He would be sonething
began to wal k downwards qui ckly. Good al ready wonderful for having nen Better
thus - suddenly she said -. he is than we return, no? He followed it, little
concentrated in the land that was bei ng above.

Chapter 12

When | annascha was quick for the fight, they were called to Sal nenbrok by the
Si | badores de Tolk, until the sky was darkened with its w ngs. Then Trol wen
laid way through a swarm of soldiers until Go Rijn. - Surely which the CGods
are hastiados of us - it said bitterly alnost always, in this time of the year
there are forts winds of the Then South indicated towards the skies that

remai ned i mmut abl e. You know sone injurio, sone nethod to make raise although
it is only small air blow ngs. The nerchant watched sonmewhat hasti ado. He was
seated in a table that they had constructed in a species of cabin that they
had built to the other end of the city, since he refused to raise stairs or to
sleep in a hunmid bed, discussing with the captain of the Syrgen Body by a

preci ous stone subject that was neans of |ocal change. - Good - he exclained -
and why have you who to extend its tail...? ah, seven! No, by all the denons,
menory, seven is not a good number here. Good we will prove again. The three

dices with which it specul ated on the precious stone subject with Syrgen



captain moved again enters their hands and went to the other side of the

table. - Hum hum seven again. - It returned to take the dices and it
exclaimed -: Us we played double or nothing? - the tragadores of ghosts take
it! - Syrgen rose - you are been gaining too nuch often ny to seem They go
Rijn one rose wath plenty and it exclained: - By all the furies or
retirements, that or... - | did not say anything that could herirte - Syrgen
said to himcoldly. - But the significant thing. You have insulted to nme, to

me. - Already it is worth - interposed Trolwen -. What is what they think that
is this, a celebration? A roomof ganme? Terrestrial, all the forces of fight
of Lannach are concentrated now in these hills. W cannot feed to them here
during long time. And in addition, with the new arns that take in the cars
battl e we cannot nove until there is not a wind of the South. What we can do?

They go Rijn watched Syrgen. - | said that it insulted to nme. And | do not
have i magi nac very quick ion when she has insulted herself to me. - | amsure
that the captain will excuse itself by any offense that has said to himwth
lack of intention - Trolwen said drilling to themwi th the glance. - Truely -
Syrgen said -. it spoke between teeth. - Therefore | like - she said Go Rijn,
being pulled the beard -. and soon to prove that you do not put in doubt ny
honesty, we will throw the dices once again, is not thus? Doubl e or nothing.
Syrgen took the dices and it threw themon the table. - Ah, six has - it said
G R jn- is not very easy to overconme this distance. | believe that there am

| ost again. He is not very sinple to be a poor tired nman, noved away of its
earth and its Sianese cats that are everything what it has left to love in the
worl d, aside fromthe noney. ... eight! Two, three and three! Either, or, or

- | said that already it is worth - Trolwen said, not letting itself take
badly by humor by very little. The new arns are too heavy for our porteadores.
They rmust go by the route. Wthout wind, howwe will be able to transport them
until Sarnabay? - Very sinple - it said Go Rijn counting the stones until we
have a favorable wind, ties cords to the cars and that push all the young

sol diers. Syrgen exploded: - a male pertaining to the free class pushed a car
as... as a chrakal - he controlled itself and he continued -: That has not
becorme, never. There is nuch work that to do. Qur Mays it forces is in the
city. Now that we nmust destroy all the doors and renove fromthe city to the

eneny house by house and fromroomby room You will remain here. - | no! Wace
made a sign with the thunb to Angrek. - a square Designates to take to the

| ady towards the covered carts - it said in all connminativo. - Not - Sandra
shouted. - It is too nmuch late - Wace- said already had cal culated this before

we had left Sal menbrok. It dedicated to himof ours, but finally with nore
cal mshe inclined and she nurnmured in | ow voice to the wind and the nurnmur of
the battle. - He returns safe, friend mine. It |lead to the soldiers towards
the tower. Soon no longer it had a nore exact nenory of the fight. It was an
operation of much bl ood, axe and knife, to fists and tooth, with the w ngs and
the tail, in the narrow tunnels and the roons |ike caverns. It received bl ows
and also it gave them Once during several minutes, it |lay unconscious and

al so in another occasion triunfal it spearhead towards a great anple room
where was an i mmense group of enem es who beat. , it did not take arms nor it
had wi ngs, but he was the nore heavy that any di omedano, and their bl ows
rarely had to repeat thenselves.

Chapter 13

Lannascha took enough Manmenach because they habianse trained to becone good
earth fighters, or to at |east have a concept of the battle with imobilized
wi ngs. The idea was |ike revolutionizing the different diomedanos to only
fight with the teeth, the bandaged hands. Wt hout being prepared for it,
draconay ran as rats towards the tunnels in | ook for gives open sky. A few
hours | ater, destroyed by the fatigue, Wace it raised towards one of the tile
roofs the other end of the city. Tolk, seated there hoping to him - |



create... that... we have finished yet - the hunan said. - But not yet he is
enough - Tolk with certain bitterness said watches the bay. Wace watched and
saw the dig in that appeared before him No |onger there were boats, no |onger
there were wharf, no longer there were walls in the water containnment;

everyt hing had been reduced to i mense humareda bl ack. But the boats and the
canoes of the Drako had put in the channels, having forned a bridge to reach
the Earth; and over these sailors they were trying of! to reconstruct the

catapults and the throwi ng ones of arms. - They have a too good conmander -
Tol k said -, he has wel conmed the idea too nuch soon, that our nethods al so
have their weaknesses. - Wiat is... what is going... to nake Del p? - Wice
said. - Delay and you will see - heraldo suggested -. there is no way of which
we pruned to do nothing. Draconnay was superior still in the air. Watching
above towards the sky, rain clouds that took with hinself bloody water, Wice
saw them nove to surround the air of Lannacha. - You see? - Tolk said -, it is

truth that their flying troops cannot do nuch against our infantry, but the
eneny head has realized of which the conversion also is truth. Trolwen was
tactical a too good one to let itself surprise by such things. Fighting
centimeter to centinmeter their flying troops backed down. In the Earth covered
by the constant bonbing of the arqueros of the boats, the sailors were
locating their nobile artillery. They had them nore | annascha, and were better

gunners. A few | oads of infantry exploded a blood ruin. - They do not have
ours woul d assenble of artillery, naturally - Tolk said -, but this way we do
not have enough nen to be able to conpensate the difference. Wace wat ched
Angrek that had net with them - you do not remain there - it shouted -. It
down sees and c onduce our tribe. W nust catch those condemmed, we can do it,
you | say | toit. - Theoretically, yes - Tolk agreed inclining the head | can

see where a person on the Earth, taking advantage can |ay way through those
catapults and of those throwi ng arns of flames, and the soldiers who handl e

tomahawk. But, actually good, we do not have such possibilities. - Then. \Wat
you woul d do? - Wace whi spered. - W consider first what possibly it wll
happen - said Tolk -. There are lost our covered carts, if they do not capture
themw |l set afire themimediately. Thus, then, our reserves are exhausted.

Qur forces we have been separated in two, and have thrown of here our flying
patrol s, does not have |eft much. Trol wen cannot nmeet again with us, since it
is in a nunber much nore under men. But we cannot face its artillery. -
Nevertheless - it continued -, if we continue fighting, we nust throw all our
arnors and new arns and return to the conventional tactics of the air. But
this infantry well is not equipped for a normal action. W have few arqueros
for example. Delp only needs to lodge itself in the boats behind the firearns,
but its nunber of nen is greater and we will be incapable to touch to him
Meanwhile it will have to us surrounded here, separated of foods and materi al
W will be besieged. Al these excesses of food mlitary have been in

Sal menbroc and there they do not have any utility. And in addition, greater
reinforcements will possibly arrive fromthe Fleet. - To the denon with that -
excl ai med Wace- we have the city, is not thus? W can have it and stay in her
against themuntil we rot. - and what we will eat while they are rotting -
Tolk said -. You are a good man of the terrestrial space, but not a student of
the war. The cold fact is that, Delp fixed themto separate our forces, to
divide themin two or nore, and then it will have won. | propose that we

di vide our losses nowretiring to us, while we can still do it. And then
suddenly their nmodal es were interrupted, it stopped and it covered the eyes
with the wings. Then Wace realized of which heral do had becone ol d.

Chapter 14

Was dance on the cover, and full songs of joy that extended throughout
Sarnabay by unfolded hills. It arrives and down and everythi ng around, inside
and outside, the feet and the w ngs made shake the | ogs of the boat. It



arrives, on one of the nasts, a tafledor of flauta nade | eave his nel odia; down
a great drumof the great seas that made see La Paz the rowers, or made hear a
full rate of zunmbantes echoes. In a ring of bodies of folded wi ngs, sweat of
bodi es and eyes that watched towards the sky, a sailor having narrowed its
femal e, while a hundred of deep voi ces made hear the song: A navigation, a
navi gati on. A navigation towards the sea of the bear, pretty girl, extending
your shining wings as a sun and sails with ne. Delp took a walk on the stern
of the boat and watched towards its crew. Rodonix took fromthe armits

husband and it tightened it with force. - She wanted - she said. - If? - Sone
times... oh, is not nothing... The pair that danced to is of flauta and

anot her pair approached to al so dance in the sane place. - Sone tines it
wanted to be able to be like them - and to live in the cover of the boat -
Delp said dryly. - Good, no, clear that not... - There is a price in the
dressed apartment, and crew nenbers, and brilliants, and the luxury - Delp
said. Their eyes becane pale -, | amon the verge of paying something nore for

that reason. Its tail briefly struck the back of its wife, and then it beat
the wings and he rose in the air. A dozen of arned males followed to him The
same they made the eyes of Rodoni x. Under the punished walls of Manenak, the
boats of the Draco lay full of beings, the disorder of the war that had not
cleaned to enjoy alnost lasts victory. , a few soldiers only renmained alert,

al t hough no of them needed to notice nmuch in case there were an attack. It was
a glory for the sailors of the boat of the Fleet, drunkards and with a wonman
in his knees that could cone up for the fight and fight if it were necessary
agai nst three of the enenmies. Delp, flying through cal med waters, under a high
sky without clouds, was to itself hefting the noral price of such pride

agai nst the practical fact that |annascha fought with, great force, as if ten
denons had put in him A group of |light canoes floated to the distant spot.
Draconnay this time had won, standar of the adnmiral floated from a engal anado
mast. T heonax, had come to the urgent rectification of Delp, instead of
maki ng himgo to he hinmself to the main part of the Fleet, which could nmean
that T heonax was prepared to bury old hatred. (Rodonix would not say anythi ng
to himto its husband of which it had happened anong them and he conmino him
not to do it; but it was perfectly obvious that it had forced the pardon of
the heir in certain way). Surely it was rmuch nore obvious that the new admra
had come to throw a |l ook to the captain who did not trust, which had ruined
the things giving the return to the orders that had received although it only
was to gain one nore a nore inportant victory. He was not stranger by a field
conmander with such prestige to raise the rebellious flag and to try to reach
the Admralty. Delp, that did not have respect for T heonax, but a positive
reverence for the position that carried out supported although with certain
bitterness this inputation. It |landed on the later part of the bank as it were
prescribed and it waited for until the Horn of the Wl cone sounded in the air.
This took nmore of the necessary thing in arriving. Wth certain rage, Delp
approached and postr6. - Levantate - it said to T heonax in indifferent tone
-. My greater deferences by your success. Now you would want to conferenciar a
little with me? - Then it gave taps with the leg, in the ground -, please,
hazl o. Del p, watched around towards the faces of the officials, the soldiers
and the crew. - In prevailed with the advisors of nore prestige of the admira
if to himhe pleases to him- he said. - Oh? Think that what you must say is
so inmportant? - T heonax watched a young aristocrat who was near him and did
hima gesture with the oios. Delp, extended its w ngs renenbered where it was
and agreed. Its neck was so rigid that it hurt to him - Yes, Sir, therefore
want it - and it left. - Very well. T heonax wal ked with certain soltura
towards its stateroom He was quite anmple for four, but only both nen entered
with the young cut of favorites, that extended in the ground and cl osed | oa

eyes with a respect gesture. - does not |ove advice the adnmiral? - Delp asked.
T heonax smiled. - Thus, then, you do not try to give your own advice him
captain. Delp, counted nentally up to twenty, tightened the teeth with all its
force and soon it said: - As he loves the adnmiral. | have been thinking about

our own strategy, in our basic strategy, and the battle al nbst has scared to



me here. - Admiral, I|... does not matter. Sir watches here. - he did not know
that you were afraid. the enenmy arrived here and was on the verge of beating
to us. They occupied the city. W have captured arnms of which the eneny
brought equal or perhaps superior to ours including sone others that never
have seen or | heard about them and in addition in incredible anmounts,

consi dering on the other hand the short period of tine that needed to
construct them Then also, they had these abom nable tactics, in which to the
earth fight she tal ks about, not like an incidental thing, |ike when we took
the enemy boats, but like the main part of its effort. - the single reason
that there is so that they lost, it was the insufficient coordination between
the Earth and the air, and the insufficient flexibility. They must have been
quick to get rid of their then arnmors and to send itself to the air in an
equi prent of perfect swarns taking care of a sinple order. - | do not believe
that they two take care of this error if we give another opportunity them

T heonax rubbed its nails against its armand it watched themwi th certain
attention. - | do not like the pessimsts - she said. - Admiral | amonly
trying to misestinate to them It is very clear that they obtained all these
new i deas of terrestrial ones. What other things can get to know terrestri al
ones? And to what extent they will be able to teach to then? - Hum Yes. -

T heonax raised the head. Alittle while of uncertainty and restlessness it
was reflected in his glance. - It is truth. Wat you propose? - Now at this
nmonent they are outside account - Delp with certain avidity said | am sure
that the nonent in which have been has denoralized they. And naturally they
are lost all the heavy equipnent. If we beat to them hard now we could finish
the war. What we nust do is to infringe a decisive defeat to themto the total

Navy. Then they will have to leave, to |leave, and to say that the nation us,
she is ours, or to die like insects when the tine arrives fromthe birth. -
Yes. - T heonax smiled of a way placentero- like insects. Like dirty, like
filthy insects, we will not let to themem grate, captain. - They deserve this
luck - Delp protested. - This is a question that there is to study nuch,
captain, so that | can decide it and take a concrete determ nation. - 1|...

feel it, Sir - after alittle while, she added -: but she will |ove the
admral, if she is thus, to assign the total group of our forces of fight to

some excellent official, with sharp orders gives to pursue |aconnay? - You do
not know exactly where are they? - They could be al nbst anywhere of high
earth, Sir. Thus it is, and this way we have sone prisoners, who we can cause
that they guide to us and give sone information us. The spies say that the
headquarters are in a called place, hum Psal nenbrox, but naturally they can
m x thenselves in those earth. - Delp nmoved anxi ous. For him whose world had
been only the Islands and the | evel horizon, they had certain horror to
escabrosas nountains, were in those infinite nmountains places where to be able
to find, this one would not be a easy canpaign. - and how you set out to carry
out all this? - T heonax with certain nmal hunor asked. It did not like that it
renenbered to himat the end of to have freed a victory and to have had a good
supper, that there was much death in front of him - Forcing to be to them
with us in a sure site gentleman, w thout nountains and to open sky. | want to
take to the our nost powerful main forces of fight, and some native guides who
venerate to help us to go of city in city in those |atitudes, wearing down
systematical ly whatever appears to our step, burning the forests and Ilev |
wal k to end the war of this form Not giving opportunity themto subsist in
sites on which they depend to feed their females and their children. Mre soon

or later, and probably nore soon, they will have to take each | lard and to
cone to face us. Then he will be when we will destroy to them - Already | see
- T heonax agreed. And soon, with a certain face it added -: and if they
destroy you? - they will not doit. - it is witten that the Lodestar shines,
but not sinply for a nation. - the admral knows that there is always sone

risk in the war. But | am convinced that there is always sone risk in the war.
But | amconvinced that there is | ess danger in ny plan that to remain here
hopi ng that the terrestrial ones put in inprovement some new possessed met hod
to destroy to us. The forefinger of T heonax went towards Delp. - Aja! You



have forgotten that soon its food will be finished. W can have, to
terrestrial ones, |ike something discounted. - | ask nyself... - Tranquilizate
- T heonax shouted. After a little while it continued -: you do not forget
that this enornous expeditionary force, that you try Ilevarte, would | eave the
Fl et defensel ess. And without the Flet, the boats, and until even us other

same ones, we are exhausted. - Oh, you do not fear the attack, gentleman -
Delp with a warm voice began. - To fear? - T heonax nmade a gesture of

di spl easure -. Captain is a treason to think that the admral is... is not the
sufficiently competent thing. - | did not mean... - | will not very consider

east subject - T heonax with certain cal msaid neverthel ess you could very or
inclinarte before ne, inplorando pardon, or to | eave ny presence. Delp

strai ghtened up. Their lips tightened the one against the other, and the
menory of all those that rage succunbed in the fight caused that the tears
were tightened in their throat. T heonax before the gl ance and the prestancia
of Delp shrank, and it was lent to request aid. Very slowy, Delp controlled
itself. It made action march. Suddenly one stopped. The tight fists and the
menbranes of its wings with a blood sweat. Like a nachine badly concei ved,
Delp fell. - and well? - T heonax snmiled suddenly on the belly. - No. - |
incline - she murmured - | will eat what you do not want. | declare that ny
parents were the slaves of your parents. Like a fish that is not worth
anyt hi ng, suplico your pardon. T heonax envaneci 6. The fact that Del p had been
so intelligently catched between its request and its desire to serve the Flet,

did everything nore candy. - Very well, captain - the adnmral said when the
cerenmpony had concl uded al égrate of which | have not caused who this happened
publicly. Now hazme to know your disposition, which you try. | believe that
you were sayi ng somnet hing about a protection of our boats. - Yes... yes, Sir.
He was saying... that the boats do not have why to fear the eneny. - Really?
Truely, they lie very well in the sea, but not too much far to be able to

reach themin few hours. Wiat has can be defended of the Navy of the Flok

that is not known you, in the nountains, and that if they attacked to us you
could not cone in our defense before the attack had concluded? - it only
want ed that that happened thus, Sir. - Delp recovered a little enthusiasm -

but | amafraid that the one that leads to us in the fight is not stupid.
Since when... | nmean... at no nmoment in naval history, Sir, has been a flying
form that has not |leaned in the water troops and that have not been, able to
safeguard at the sanme time to the boat. | spread nore and being very
expensive, for them they have been able to capture one or two tenporarily
boats..., like in the skirm sh that was when the robbery of terrestrial ones.
Soon the other vessels noved and then they noved away. Sees it, Sir? The
flying troops can make use of the heavy arms military: Throw ng catapults and
of fire, and other arms, that by single hinself can reduce to a naval

organi zation. Where it wants that the crew of the boats can remai n under the
shelters of the fire that arrives fromabove, there also there will be flying
forces to exile, them - Naturally - all this agreed T heonax- is so obvious
because | amwasting ny tine. But ny ideais, | | realize, that a small group
of guards woul d be sufficient to support to an attack |annacho of any class. -
and if we have luck to naintain to enemigo outside the sea until | arrive
with our main forceses. But as he says, Sir, they nmust of being the
sufficiently intelligent thing not to try it. - That is to commt itself nuch,
captain - T heonax- nurnured neans, tries, does not try, not indeed that | |et
to you go to the nountains, but that put you to the control of them Delp
inclined its head and dropped its wings. - | request ny excuses, Sir. - |
create yes..., | believe that it would be better than you were here in Manenak
with the flotilla that corresponds to you. - As it loves ny admiral. Despite
it wants to consider ny plan? - That Acak'ha eats to you! - espetd T heonax-
do not feel any |love by you, Delp, as you know, but your schene is good and
you are the best one to carry out it. | will consider it. Delp straightened up
as if it had received a blowin the back. - Salt - T heonax- said we will have
an official conference later. - | thank for ny admiral. - Salt, | have said!
When Del p had |l eft, T heonax becane towards its favorite. - you so do not have



the worried air - it said | know what you are thinking. That type will gain

its campaign, and every tine will get to be nore popular, and little by little
it will be taking infulas to seize of the Admralty. - to Only it was asking
me how one will fix them ny gentleman to prepare itself against this - the
cortesano said. - Quite easy - T heonax- said | know that type. Wile the war
continues, there is no danger of rebellion on the part of him no asi, then
déjale that is understood themwi th | annaconay as it wishes. It will persecute

to those people, until being sure that the work has finished. And in that
per secuti on.

Chapter 15

The at nosphere took with hinself conpact particles that were the water nucl ei
of condensation to a superior height and at the sane tine would go nore. Thus,
t hen, Di onedes had nore clouds and nore frequent precipitations of all the

cl asses that the Earth. In one night clear few stars were seen; in one night
with fog no was seen absolutely. Mss extended through stones until the young
Stop Sunmer arrived to dry themwith its light. The hordes that |ay around

Sal menbrok murrured of their hunger and desperation; until the same sun one
retired of them No fire of camping was seen, the wood of this region had
burned it. And all the bordering earth that extended around, city had been
devastated the grains that in other times had been very fecund, and until such
wornms and insects the soldiers had eaten them Now in one the wi nd narrows
dark area only and the waters gl aciers had existence. Trolwen and Tol k
continued with the fatigue and the desperation that had brought themthe fight
and was directed by the close places in where the fog made its appearance; the
di scharges and narrow houses that appeared |like unreal, towards the barn where
the terrestrial ones worked. Here only it seemed to have sonet hing of

exi stence. Still ignited fires were seen, water contained in containers and
that fell of themto make nove the left wheels of the wind, the novenent of

t he hamrers and the chi sporroteo of the equipnment at the same tinme that made
fun of all the devices in the interior. O some way, wthout know ng |ike,

Ni chol as Van Rijn one had fixed themto silence the protests of the side of
Angrek, and all the factory was working "Wrking, why", Trolwen with cloudy
refl ections thought. The sane one goes Rijn left to receive to themto the
door. It crossed his powerful arms over his chest and said: - How it goes,
friends mne? Here everything goes well, soon we will have many prepared

pi eces of artillery. - and why they will serve to us? - Trolwen said -, ah
yes, we will have enough work to make an anount infinite of holes in

Sal nenbroc. What nmeans that we will be able to nmake all those holes of that |
speak and meanwhil e | eaving the eneny that way who surrounds to us and dyi ng
of hunger. - you do not speak me to die of hunger - it said Go Rijn -

Suddenly it put its hand in a stock market that took hung and renoved a dry

pi ece from cheese, and watched it with ashanmed eyes and to think that not |ong
ago time this was rich and delicious a Swiss, Now would not offer it nor to
the rats. - it put It inits mouth and it chewed with noise ny problemto fil
my stomach is worse than yours. In the first place the high boiling point of
the water here repres enta in this world a great problemfor the boiled
guestions of, and also for the bad cooks who do not have nor idea of the
control of the tenperatures. Secondly they hoisted and they took trav és to e
of the air, during that full passage of risks for ne from Mannenach. I|n order
tolet to me die here of hunger? - Alnost to prefer it haberte lazy there -
Trolwen said. - Not - Tolk said -, he and their friends have worked hard,
doi ng what they could, head of the Flok. - Excuse - Trolwen with great
contrition said was only... has said to nme... that drakska finishes destroying
Ei seldrae. - an enpty city, no? - a city santa. And they burned the forests
that surrounded it. Trolwen shrank of shoulders. - This cannot continue thus.
Pr onto if this continues in these circunstances although we have won the war,



does not natter in how, the Earth will be too desolate for we can naintain. -

| create, that still you will be able to save a few forests - this said o
Rijn- is not an over-popul ated region. - Sight here - Trolwen- exclainmed I
have been born nore or less at the sane tine that you. | adnit that

essentially you are right: The fact to dedicate all our power to free a
decisive battle against a conplete mass of enemies is to precipitate our fina
destruction. But you have been based here not doing anything, but a few
attacks of guerrillas, in the exteriors of our fortifications, while they

destroy our nation, are as rmuch as being constructing our own tonmb. - W
needed tinme - it said Go Rijn- time to nodify the pieces of greater

i nportance, and to replace what we | ost in Mannenach. - \Wy? They are not
possible to be taken, if it is not dragging them And that denaturing of Delp
are broken all the tracks by where we lead them - Ch, yes, can be taken. W

young Wace friend, has returned to plan a new system has found the neans of
which with the aid of the wonen and the small ones, each one of themtakes a
pi ece or two at the nost of the small ones. This way we will be able to
constitute on the land a heavy battery of arns, it right of perpetua
ownership! - | already knowit. You have already explained us all this before.
| repeat: Against what we will use them If we went beforehand agai nst any
part indicated in possession of |annascha, they do not need nore than to
separate and to flee of that place. And on the other hand we will not be able
to remain during long time in any place, because our menbers do not have of
what eating. Trolwen sighed. - Anyway | did not come here to discuss,
terrestrial. | came from Ceneral Concilio of Lannach for decirte that the food
i n Sal menbrok has finished; and al so the patience of the Navy is finishing. W
nmust | eave and fight. - Therefore we will do it! - it shouted Go Rijn -. See,

I with you |l will speak to those left without a | eader advisors. Wthout
wanting a blow in the head with the door occurred. - Wace, boy, nore bond than
you begin to pack all whatever we have. Soon we are going to transport it. -
Already | heard it - the youngest man said. - Good. You you unite, here, and
will carry out the political subjects, and thus everything will go well, is
not thus? - They go Rijn rubbed the hands and soon it renmai ned watching at

Trol wen and Tol k. Soon the three began to | eave. Wace remmi ned wat ching, and
seeing to himhow it di sappeared between the fog wall. - Yes - it said thus is
since it has been al ways. W worked and he speaks, Mich equality! - Wat you
nmean? - the head of the table said to Sandra raising in which it was seated
marki ng parts of the revolver with a small striker pin. A great nunber of

worren was working to their side. - What | said. What | ask nyself is why | do
not say it inits face. | amnot scared of that parasite gordinflén, and no
longer | hold but all its trivialities and their presence. - Wace gave a

general | ook to the place where they were and to the confusion that reigned in
hi myou do this, you do that, he says, and soon he takes a wal k agai n. \Wen |
think that it is eating the food that would maintain you to himyou live... -
But he is that you do not understand it? She watched to himduring a little
while. - No. | create rather that you been too rmuch have occupied this tine

t hroughout here, to stop itself to think. And before this, you were a man of
smal | works without to have gotten to acquire the art of the governnent, is

not thus? - What neans? - it was the echo of Wace. He watched it with eyes
tired, but shining and at the same time interrogating. - Perhaps later. Now we
must hurry. Soon we will leave this city, and everything rmust be quick for our

march. This time it had found a place for her hands, to be able to do
something in the ten or fifteen days terrestrial that took in Mannenach. They
go Rijn had requested that all the things - even the materials in excess
mlitary, that luckyly do not speak taken with themin the first battle were
taken by air. This required a certain amount of nodifications so that the
great wood pieces could be cut in smaller units to be able to unite theman a
others if it were necessary. Wace was the one who had fixed all this. But al

it would finish in a final chaos of the trip unless it were, a systemlater to
be able to identify each one of the parts. Sandra had been in charge to nake
marks in the different pieces and now it was painting them thus to be able to



recogni ze later themat the nmoment of the assenbly during the battle. Neither
she nor Wace speak had long tine to sleep. They had not stopped nor to ask

t hensel ves why she had to serve the work who were doing. - the old Nich said
at hei st about attacking Flet such - it nurnured Go Rijn -, it is that he has
become crazy? He is that we could land in the water and perhaps reunite our
catapults? - Perhaps Sandra said. - Its voice was calm-. | do not worry much
anyway. Soon everything will have finished because only we have left food for
approxi mately four weeks terrestrial or perhaps less. - W can | ast two nonths
wi t hout eating nothing absolutely at least - he said. - But we will be
debilitated nuch - then it lowered the eyes Yes -. Eric... -? She let his
nmount ai n range circul ate and one approached next to her. The weak |ight
happened through the fog and fell on its hair, made himshine |ike very small

jewel s splashed by he hinself. - Soon... nor it will matter what | do... wll
be a very hard work, needing forces and certain nasters that | perhaps do not
have... makes |l ack not even fight, when | amnot than a sinple arquero nore,
but a good arquero. The nails of their fingers were white and it made slip on
one of the brushes. - So that when this happens, no longer I will eat nore.
You and Nicholas Il évenne to the distant spot. - he does not say trivialities

- he with rage said. She straightened herself from her seated position, gave
average return and she watched to himfixedly. Their pale cheeks reddened. -
Are you who not you have to be stupid, Eric Wace - espet6 he -. Yes | can to
give themto himand to you although only she is one week extra, when you are
strong, when the hunger that you have not allows you to think with the clarity
that you nust do it, then | will be to my sanme one also to who saves, perhaps.
And if no, | do not have nore lost than one or two weeks w thout inportance.
And now it returns to his machine. It watched it at great length, and its
heart was frightened. Soon it agreed and it returned to his work. And nore
down the rails than were bei ng opened on places of fresh grass, where Concilio
was seated on one of the songs of reefs, They go Rijn was descried heatedly
bef ore them di scussing. O dest of Lannach, they lay |ike Phoenix, against a
stone wi thout formand they hoped to him Trolwen was towards the head that
was formed by one double Iine, and Tol k rerai ned next to the human. - In the
nane absolutely Desire, we have been - the conmander said ritually you | eave
the Sol and the Mons illum nate our understandi ngs. You | eave ghost them of
our grandnothers are our guides. Perhaps it does not shame to nme of that they
flew before I, nor of whomthey did not fly either behind me. It let save a
sigh. - Good, ny officials, are a thing already decided that we cannot remain
here. | have brought to the terrestrial one so that he advises to us. You want
to explain the alternatives to himto hin? A man of white hair of ol dest of
Lannacha extended his wings and said: - First, head of the Fl ok, why has had
to come here? - Because the conmander Has invited to him- Tolk said quietly.
- | mean Heral do, we do not nake the words difficult. You know what | nean.
The expedition of Mannenach was undertaken because he was he who suggested it.
It has cost to us nmuch nore that none of the defeats that we have been able to
suffer in our history. Since then, | have insisted to himso that our main
body remains here, idiot, while the eneny seizes of a defenseless earth. | do
not explain porqué we would have to take its advice. The eyes of Trolwen were
worried. - It is that your words can indicate that there is sone other
chal l enge? - it asked in |low voice. An indignation murmur was heard between
all the assistants. - Yes... if... if... tolet respond to him if it can.
They go Rijn was put red as it seeds it and it began to sweat as if the fog
slipped on its face. - the terrestrial one has been defied in Concilio -

per haps said Trolwen- |oves he to tal k back? Then one seated hoping like the
others. They go Rijn exploded: - Plague and condemation! By nillion, four
mllion worms boiling in hell! Until when | am going to have to be sunk

bet ween stupi d desagradeci dos? Wth how nany true politicians you have had
occasion to treat in this universe? - it noved his fist in the air and
shouted: - Hell, Satan and sulfide! This cannot be supported! |If you are al

so stupid idiot and of as hot blood as for convertiros in suicidal by you
yoursel f, why the old poor man Goes Rijn nmust understand themto it and mx



itself in your own subjects? You junp, condemed protestant! By Boceo, if you

do not let insult tome, | will step on the throats to you! - It advanced I|ike
a mountain shouting to himto all of them The advisor but next to him
separated. - Terrestrial... Sir... official..., please! - Trolwen whispered.
When it had themto all sufficiently scared, They go Rijn, said coldly: - Al
the rights. | you say it, condemation! | give advice you and you squander

themcursing to me. But | amnot nore than a patient old poor man, not I|ike
when he was young and strong and full of vigor, no. Now | undergo everything
with continuous a Christian resignation and aconsej andoos. "I already warned
to you and | returned to you to notice, that you did not have to be first in
attacki ng Mannenach. | already said to you that the boats could cone directly
agai nst your walls, that these boats were strongest of the Flet. | fell on
t hese two poor knees, requesting and inplorando with you who you let to nme go
to the cities of H gh Earth, but you did not listen to ne. And even so, we

still have Mannenach, but the victory we despised it. Ch, if | had wings like
an angel | you it had been able to lead in person! You have been in the first
pl ane of the nmast of the Admiral at that nonment. By mitra of santo Nichol as!
For that reason you take my advice, the condemed! No, now you wll take ny
orders. No longer you will retire your words, or I will |eave, and separate ny
hands to you of your works and by ny same ne | will fix themto return to

house. From now on, if you want to continue living, when They go R jn signals,
all you you will junp. Included/understood? It nade a pause, it could hear its
own asthmatic breathing and the di spl eased murnmur of the people who were in
the fields to the distant spot; to the aimhunmdity of the water would go that
floated in the air danpened rocks; he was everything what it was |left and
everything what could be seen in that world. Finally, Trolwen said with weak
time: - If... if the challenge is considered as an answer... we wll fix our
own subj ects. Nobody spoke. - Wants to take the word the terrestrial one? -
Tol k asked the aim Only it had an aspect that he pretended that he could
control itself to itself, at that critical nonment at which nobody appreciated
the inportance of the act which they carried out. - Ja. | will say that | know
i ndeed that we cannot remain here during nore tine. You ask why | retained the
Navy and why | allowed Del p captain who seized of everything and laid his own
way - other primm Goes Rijn made crack their fingers a con to attack to him
directly himis what wants; he knows that that way he could undo to us with
greater advantage, since its force is greater and apparently it is not

di sheartened. Secundus, he will not advance until Sal nenbroc while all we are
here, since we could tend an anmbush to him in addition, remaining here, the
Navy has had opportunity to bet its forces gives artillery. Tertius, which
desire, to |l ose sonewhat of time while | maintain the factory that we have
established arms and that will allowus to do to us with all neans of the
victory. - What? - it was alnost the bark that left the throat of one of the
Advi sors who forgot the fornmalities. - Ah! - They go Rijn extended its finger
towards its pointed nose and it winkled it - already we will see. Perhaps now
you think that, being old, a weak one and tired, that al nost inspires nercy
and that to taste would remain in the bed with hot water bags and a good

cigarette well, in spite of that are even a nerchant of Liga Pol exotécnica to
t hat cannot be discussed. It is not thus? Good, then, | propose that we |eave
this region and we go towards the north. A murnur extended. It waited for
patiently until they cal med down. - Order - Trolwen- shouted order! - a bl ow
with its tail in the duro gave | am accustoned to calm you are calm
official! Terrestrial, you have spoken to | eave Lannach whi ch means that our
tribes nmore still dishearten, we could still reach Swanpy Kilnu on tinme
after... saving to our females and our children in the time of the birth. But

that woul d be as nmuch as to | eave our cities, our fields and our forests,
everyt hing what we have, everything what ancestors belong to those nmen ours
that will work the Earth during hundreds of years to create, to | eave the

dar knesses, and to overconme the jungle, and after all, to become anything.
nmyself it would prefer to die in battle before to accept such election. It
gave a sigh and it shouted: - But Kilnu is, at |east towards South him To the



north of Axan, still there is ice! - Thus it is - it said Go Rijn. - You want
that we die of hunger and ice creams in glaciers of Dawmach? W cannot | and
much nore to the south of Daw mach; the explorers of the Flet would be

i nsurances to locate to us in Hol menach anywhere. At |east that you want that
we nmake the last fight in the archipelago...? - Not - it said Go Rijn- we nust
direct to us towards sone place of Dawnach. We can pack food and take, at

| east, the value of ten days of food with us, as well as the armanent... it is
not thus? - Good... yes... but even so, you try to suggest us that we woul d
have to attack the Fleet, to the boats fromthe north? That woul d be an
unexpected direction. But to be it a desperate action. - the surprise is what
we will need for my plan - said Go Rijn- thus is. W cannot say it to it to
the Navy. One of them could be captured in sonme skirnmish and to let knowit to
the Draconnay. Perhaps it is better than not even | you say it to you. - it is
already worth! - déjame said to Trolwen- to know what you try. Mich nore
late... - it will not conme out well. Ch, could technically be feasible very
well. But politically it is inmpossible. - Political - it exclaimed Go Rijn-
what is then, this time? - the soldiers and the wonen al so, even the puppies -
since it will be our conplete nation the one that would go to Daw nmach- is
necessary to say to themwhy we do it. Then, the conplete scheme as you admt,
would go to ruin if one of the people fell in you flow them of the eneny and
sai d what knows, under the torture. - But he does not have porqué to know it -
he said Go Rijn- everything what needs to knowis, that we will spend a small
time gathering eaten and wood for our trip. So only we have left to prepare it
everything and to change of place, wthout saying to us why, or where. - W
are not Draska - Trolwen with certain bitterness said we are a free tribe.

do not have right to make a decision so inportant and to put under it vote. -
Hum .. Perhaps you could speak to themto then? - it said Go Rijn touching
itself his moustaches -. To throw a speech to them to persuade speaking to
themto themof the right that they have of knowi ng and of having that they
nust to hel p. Habiales of which they nust seguirte w thout making questions. -
Not - Tolk- said is a specialist in the arts of the persuasion, terrestrial
and has gotten to be able to calculate the limts of the arts. W are
understood |l ess with the Flok, now, at the nonent it is difficult to be able
to explain the things to themsince they are cold, hungry, hopel essly, w thout
faith in his leaders, quick to leave it everything, or to run directly to a
blind battle. They do not have the prepared noral at the nmonent to foll ow
anyone towards a unknown adventure. - But the noral can make to it them
inculcar - it said Go Rijn- I | will try it! - You? - | amnot so bad making
speeches, when it is necessary. Dé ame that | speak to them - They... they...
- Tolk watched to him Soon it was ed ***reflx nmng with a sarcastic note in
his laughter. - Déjale that does it, great head of the Flok. Dé anos to know
what, words can find the terrestrial one to speak to them and that can be
better than ours. One hour later, if it seated in a table, with his town
form ng a mass of shades under him and heard the | ow voice of Go Rijn that
arrived through the fog like a ray: -... | only say, to think what you want
here, and what they will take to you: "This throne of kings, this wonderful
island, this land of Majesty, this Mars arnthair, this other edén, paradisiaco
means, this strength constructed by the sane nature against the infection and

the hand of the war, this happy race... - | do not get to include/understand
all these words - Tol k whispered. - Callate - déjane responded to Trolwen- to
hear - it speaks tears in his eyes; it shook. " This bl essed place, this

earth, this royalty, this Lannach. The Navy burst in into beating |ike of

wi ngs and whi nes. They go Rijn continued through the adaptations of the
funeral speech of Pericles, "Scots Wahae" and the Getysburg. At the noment at
which it had finished discussing the day of San Crispin, it could have
requested to be chosen commander if therefore it had wanted it.

Chapter 16



the called island Dawnach | ay much nore there of the aimof the archipel ago,
to several hundreds of kiloneters to the north of Lannach. Nevert hel ess,
sweetly they flew the Flok, with pauses to rest in sites that some of them

al ready knew beforehand, and was a question of terrestrial days the power to
arrive there, and a physical nightmare for the humans who were transported.
The nenories that Wace could have of this trip were little pleasant. Wen to
the aimit could still on put in the beach at the end of his trip, his legs as
soon as they could maintain to himand one was not very well. The Hi gh Sumer
had arrived here al so, and although this gave themvery towards the north,
neverthel ess, the air continued being of winter; and Tol k said that never
nobody had tried to live here. Now the Fl ok, w ngs, w ngs and w ngs that

| owered fromthe sky until they darkened it, had arrived at the end of their
trip. Black sands, dark waves that reached gl aciers and rmade inflanme the
throat of a volcano. Thick and narrow trees were extended around | ow sl opes.
There were some birds of sea, that went and cane from it gives earth towards
waters; on the other hand the hidden sun threw a weak |ight towards the

regi on. Sandra shook. Wace was attracted before the Vista of the thickness
that rose before them And now that was here, in the | ast stage of her trip,
she tried not to return to eat. It becane involved in a blanket, and she
closely tightened it against his body. The wind blewwith force and its hair
floated in the air, contrasting with the color of reefs. To his around they
were seated, they took a wal k, ten thousand hungry and w nged dragoons noved
i ncessantly. \Wistles and guttural sounds of cruel speeches, entrechocar of
wings, filled the enpty air, that blew While it pathetically closed his eyes
like a boy, Wace saw that the hands of Sandra were bleeding. It felt as its
heart twi sted. Nicholas van Rijn arrived first, heavy one there and grasiento,
nmeant sone words to confort it to him - Therefore, of all the denons, now we
are in favor here, but soon we will return to our house to take a hot bath.

Bl essed San Dimas, as of this nonent already | snmell the air of our earth as
if it was to three kiloneters! Lady Sandra Tanmarin, heiress of the great
Ducado de Kernes, dedicated a fantasmal smile to him - If alittle could
rest... - she said. - Ja, ja, already we will see - They go Rijn it put two
fingers inits mouth and nade a noise frightful. This attracted the attention
of Trolwen. - You are there! Blscale a cabin or sone site where it can put and
take shelter. - 1? - | said to Trolwen- | must guard by the Fl ok. - Already
you heard to ne, idiot head - espetd Van Rijn- now hazlo. You are quick to
begin to work - it said going to Wace -. Now reunites & yours, SO nany as you
need to begin. - | - Wace said |ying down towards back watches for | do not
know how many hours that we separated for the last tine and... - They go Rijn
escupi 6 - and how many weeks it does that | no | have been able to snoke and
not even to drink a small glass of gin? You do not have consideration tiara
the others. - He is that perhaps | nmust do it everything? Wiy have filled to
the Gal axy you that you are there, of things and no of them good? | believe
that already it is sufficient! Wace saw Trolwen that |ead to Sandra and t ook
it towards a place where she could sleep, forgetting the cold, the pain and
the isolation during hours. Then, it struck one of his fists against the pal m
of the other hand and said: - Very well! But,;qué you will be doing? - | nust
organi ze many things, condemation! First | nust see Trol wen about a band of
peopl e who destroy trees and nake nmasts and oars. In the nmeantime, all these
devi ces that we have brought fromthere, it is necessary to put themon the
boats: and al so we have we organized for the food and the shelter that we
pruned to |l ook for to us. It goes! Al this is details. He is not that indeed
what it worries to ne. Details, for that | rent to people like you. - It is
that the life is not nothing el se that details? - Wace asked. The small eyes
of Go Rijn studied to himduring a little while. - Thus he is - said the

nmer chant give desire to al so speak you to you, eh? Perhaps you think thus
because I amold and weak and I do not support to rmuch the hard trips |ike
this one, |ike when was young... to perhaps annoys the work you that | entrust
to you, is not thus? Now it is very just a short time to discuss and for



nmeterte all these things in the head. So he sees you learn it by sane you - he
made crack his fingers now and, to yours! Wace left cursing itself to itself
by not to have given to the old pig pufietazo to himin the stomach. But it
woul d do it when the opportune nonment arrived! Now not... Unfortunately Van
Rijn, had arrived at a position where she was to himat that they watched al

| annascha, in who trusted... instead of Wace, that it was the one who nade the
wor k. A paradoxi cal thought was this, no. Taking the subject fromthe boat,

for example, They go Rijn had indicated that an island |ike Daw nach, was
provided with ice and of glacial, it could give sufficient materials for the
construction. Bevelled stones would give formto bajales, to as great boats as
any boat of the Fleet in few working hours. The npbst primtive species of
torches, would be used for all the intentions of work, a mast woul d have to be
planted in holes that would be opened for such intentions: It would be
necessary to count on the water that, once frozen, would be like a fort

cenent. The Fl ok, males, fermales, old and young woul d make an enornous force
of work for such projects. If an engineer did not appear in such practica
procedures: To what extent there was to nake a deep hole of putting a mast?
The crossbows were necessary? How to be able to make an equal cut in a bl ock
of irregular ice of hundreds of meters of |ength? How to be able to dimnish
the I ow parts of the boat to make themlighter? The material era, rather, of
l[ittle consistency; it was possible to be fortified adding to hima product

m xture to himconsiderably certain unknown until then by the humans and wat er
of the sea finishing in a cenent species, and letting to himfreeze |later on
the own boat? But, in what proportions to make the m xture? Truely, there was
no tine to prove all these things. O sone way, by God and other tines
guessing it by neans of God and other times guessing it, with each one of the
el ements against, Eric Wace was hoping that all those things took place. And
Van Rijn? In what it contributed They go Rijn? The basic idea according to the
way to see the things, of all of themwas that Wace was the Al adi no geni us.

Oh, had extraordi nary inmaginative reflections that nobody could deny. But the
i magi nation i s cheap. Anyone could say: "Wat we needed are new arns, and we
can do to them by such and such inprecedentes materials". It is an idea of a
stupid fantasy that sonebody cones to show to them what Wace was i magining for
them Thus, then, having nade a slave of his al nbst engineer, Goes Rijn could
take a walk all the day by the environs spending jokes with and di scussing
with others and when he already had to themto all working, he was coiled in a
bl anket and, to sleep

Chapter 17

Wace stayed on the cover of the Rijstaffel and renai ned watchi ng how his eneny
arrived fromthe horizon of the sky. Slowy, it put the hand in stock-market
that it had to his side. Its hand took a bread piece and anot her one of
sausage, was the last terrestrial food that was. During several terrestrial
days now, it had stayed with a nuch nore abundant ration that before, so that
he could enter battle with sonething in the stomach. Suddenly, account
occurred of which it, after all did not want. After hima square of prinitive
sailors that had constructed masts of a piece with green wood, planted face to
the wind of the north. These ice boats were round, but considerably |ess than
the boats of the Drako; and with an incredible talent for the tyranny, They go
Rijn had obtained that |annascha worked under frozen waters of the sea,
cutting the bottomof the ice, and constructing boats of pointed formby the
base. Now, given the power of the di onedana race, the war of |annascha woul d
be devel oped on the waves of Arenan. In spite of everything, the npst
difficult nmonent, reflected Wace, had not been while they worked heartlessly
to finish the boat; the nost difficult nonent had cone | ater, when they were
al nrost quick to leave, as a result of headw nds. During a period neasured in



terrestrial days, thousands of |annascha had been becone denoralized under
frozen rains, looking for fished and birds to feed their young that starved.
The Advisors and the clan of the Leaders said that this was the nost inportant
war of all its history: There was no another election if he were not to | eave
the Kilnu i medi atel y. However, shouting, discussing, even punishing,
requesting, promsing - and in few cases, suplicando wi th which he had gai ned
nost of the times -, They go Rijn had maintai ned those beings in Dwarnach
Good, everything was to point! The merchant |left a snmall stone cabin, wal ked
towards the cover, he happened in front of some machines nmlitary, and of sone
hand-t hrown weapons, until he reached the arcs where Wace stayed. - More bond
than commas - it said soon you will not have opportunity. - | amnot hungry -
Wace said. - No? - They go Rijn took sandw ch of between the fingers of then
Wace-, condemmation, | yes that | have! - and it began to eat it to it with
great bites. Once again it dressed one double arnor, but it had chosen a
weapon only for this occasion, a stone axe of great dinensions with the handle
of a meter of length. Wace took tomahawk snaller and an arnor. Around the

humans the Lannascha Navy extended. - They are preparing thensel ves to receive
to us - Wace said. Their eyes watched the extension of the eneny canoes that
struggl ed agai nst the wind. - Delays perhaps that extend an i mrense car pet

since they do in America? | play whatever to you you want that they saw us

al ready many hours ago. Now they send fast nmessengers towards his Navy in
Lannach - They go Rijn took the |ast piece of neat, it kissed it
reverentemente and ate it. But after all |annascha was wi nged fighters, tigers
at this nmonment, thought Wace. The trip which they had done towards the south
them had rested, and the terrain relief had provided to themw th neans
sufficient to be able to feed; and the desire that had of battle had inposed
they a new value. Also although they had a smaller ship, probably had nore

soldiers, still counting on the probable absence of the Navy of Delp. On the
ot her hand, they were possible to be allowed the luxury to make small
guerrillas. Their femal es and the young young were still in Dawnach (wth

Sandra that had taken a whiter color and it had been tranquilized). They did
not have treasures by which to be able to worry. As only inpediment took to
the arns and hatred. From clouds, Tolk, the Heraldo, lowered. It didit with

t he extended w ngs, but without noving them planning, reaching the | and

snoot hly, and curving his neck as if a swan one was, to watch the hunmans. -
CGoes here all good? - it asked. - As well as it was possible to be wished - it
said Go Rijn- are signals of the no Navy in Lannach? - None, still. It would
make say you which is the name of the new Admiral which we heard speak to

t hese prisoners, he has messengers crossing the nmountains. But this earth is
very great this way. There would not be time to locate to him - Neverthel ess
- it said Go Rjn -, we nmust hope to themsoon. - Are safe you that we will be
able...? - | amnot safe of anything, and, now, he returns with Trolwen. Tolk
again agreed and beat the air with its wings. - Good - it said Go Rijn- now
begins ours, that San Dimas it protects to nme! - San Jorge would be a little
nore appropriate, does not create? - Wace asked. - Perhaps you think thus. But
I amtoo much old, heavy and cowardly one to call to San M guel, or Jorge or

A af or to any other of the soldiers of which they speak. | amfar better in
house with no santo who renenbers energetic facts to ne, one |like Dimas, or ny
own christian name that is name of travellers. - and also it is the pattern of
the salteadores of ways - remarco Wace. He had wished that its |anguage had
not been made so thick and so dry suddenly. One felt anxious... not truely
scared... but their knees shook to himas much and "the Father Qurs" terribly
seened to himlittle famliar. - Jal - it exploded Go Rijn- stuck that bl ow
wel |, boy. The artilleryman of the part of stern on the Rijstaffel. A shout
and the thunb had put average ton of stone in the nearest canoe. The boat
shook; her crew shouted and on her a part of the soldiers of Trolwen fell; it
had a little while of a nortal confusion and, then, draconnay of that boat had
let exist. They go Rijn took to the astonished captain artilleryman by the
hands and it bal anced it on cover singing: - Du bist nein sonenscheln, nmein

ei nzij. Soneneech ein, du machst to mr freulich... Another canoe approached



with a continuous swing towards them Wace saw its throw ng ones of flames and
the crew who inclined on her arns and he fell down under the small wall that
surrounded the cover by ice. The waters struck the flank of the boat and they
threw it towards a side and soon it became to extend on the sea. The water was
conpletely, frozen. Hi dden safe fromthe flanks | read boat, hundreds of

| annascha upwards sent arrows, describing a curve on the sky fell upon the

canoe. Wace tended next to the cover wall. The one in charge of one of the
firearns, seenmed dead. Suddenly, on one of the parts of the canoe, one
ext ended desol ati on and the panic. A voice was heard that shouted: - Death to

the front, towards there! The boat of |annascha sank. The canoes of the Drako
formed a circle as if they were surrounding a wounded buffalo using all the
speed and all the masters that they had in these operations. Converging on a
sinmpl e boat, they dealed with to approach. They were not, none, inferior in
nunber, and were quick to the assault. In the neantinme, Trolwen with one abs
oluta skill in the air, went froma part to another one shooting and using the
axe. The canoes of the Drako as soon as lanz is aban to the attack. The snall
boats were destroyed, set afire and separated to a side as if they were

unsui table by his powerful enemy. By the virtue of being first, in attacking
in forward edge, the Rijstafel made little opposition. Everything what there
was there was bitten by the catapults, the fire arrows and all the arns.

Behi nd, the sanme sea burned and forned snoke clouds. It faces, were the great
boats. When these sailors and soldiers were at sight of the dragoons of Wace,
t hese began to sing the hymm of the victory of the Flook. - They are a little
premature, no? - it shouted fromthe place where one was. - Ah - it said Go
Rijn, fromwhere it was, calmy déj ales which they | augh at the nmonent. Many
of themw Il fall soon, and they will suffocate between the fish, is not asi?
- That | create - hastily as if it had fear of which it had made to save his
own life, Wace said -: | like this song, to you no? It is |ooked rmuch |ike
some ol d American popul ar song, John Hart, for example. - the songs of the

Fl ook are very well if you yourself you were a Fl ook - espetd Van R jn-
prefer Myzart, for exanmple. - | always wished to get a day to

i ncl ude/ understand to Bach, before dying, and to the old Johann Sebasti an that
spoke with God in mathematics. | do not have brain, nevertheless, in this
condemned head m ne. Perhaps anyway, it requests one nobre an opportunity to
listen to the Eine Kline Nachtmusi k. There was a great nmovenent in the Fleet,
Slowy and with rmuch care, the boats were leaving the attenpt of evasion. They
were being organized in battle formation. They go Rijn nmade rage and anger a
full gesture towards a Silbador. - Fast! Dile raises and Trol wen quickly that
does not worry in covering to us fromthe sky against the canoes. It nust
attack the boats. That to themit maintains occupied, by all the denons! You
do not | eave are nessengers who go froma part to another one until the point
fromwhich they can get to organize itself! Wile the young person | annascha

left, the nerchant shouted so that everybody could oir to him - By all the
denons! Until when | will have to occupy to think to me about everything? By
t he good one of San Nicholas, traedme an official, with brain between the two
ears, instead of stupid, and I will construct a Mars cathedral to you! You
have heard to me? - Trolwen is fighting there above - Wace- protested you you
cannot hope that he can think about everything. - Perhaps not - perhaps it
granted Go Rijn of bad desire, | | amthe unique one in all the Gal axy that

does not commt errors. Closely together, the global mass of the boats becane
a stormwhen Trolwen gave its opinion. To beat of wings it caused that al

that was a reddi sh chaos. Wace thought that its boat podr ia to happen closely
toget her of all that, but avoiding the destruction. - they are not fighting of
an integral form- it said striking with his fist on the wall by all the
denons, are not doing it! A Silbador |anded taking on its body bl eeds frost;
there was a terrible wound on one of his sides. - There... Tol k, the Heral do,
says... to an enpty place... a place... where they can attack Fleet - then
the body fell on the cover. Wace stopped taking to the young person cruel in
its arms. O a as the blood were crowded around in its lungs until drowning to
him Finally it died. They go Rijn rectified the position of the vessel in



which they were, a few degrees only; it could not make another thing. But
whil e the other boats began to approach the ice cover, it was possible to be
seen that there was an anple crack inits line. If assault of Trolwen had
prevented that approached to them The water was dyed of red, and in her
arrows and arcs floated, that indicated as a hand towards the floating castle
of the Admiral. - There - it shouted Go Rijn- you end theml Conméoslos for
breakfast. A catapult whistled near them and went to give against the wall,
grazing its sleeve, and making junp ice pieces consequence of the bl ow
Suddenly an ignited arrow fell, one of |annascha shouted at the sane tine. The
fire began to extend. This tinme did not serve anything to throw water, the oi
and the masts had becone a great torch. Suddenly, They go Rijn saw that the
boat Was going to sink and it was mxed with all the soldiers who were on her
and within the great confusion who spread, it was forwards and | eani ng agai nst
the wall, with the stone axe and began to issue orders with her in the hand. -
Here - express shouted! Ayudadne, band of stupid! Express! It is that you have
hairs in the brain? Express before we sink! \Wace, directing the crew of
artillerynmen, who was fighting agai nst a near boat, did not realize of which
it happened, nore than of a very vague form Qhers were quick |ong before
that he. The confusion that reigned in the ship was enornmous. They arrived at
alittle while in that the boats were as opposed to others in a terrible
fight; they ran froma side to another one throw ng backwards to mans cl one
gives Drako it that did not know towards what side to go. The trunks that
formed the boat crujian. Wiile the Rijstafel noved away, the eneny vesse
became an enormous pyre of flames. Now, the ice boat was al npst
uncontrollable, lead at certain nonents by the deepest currents and al so by

t he noverents due to the fight that was bei ng devel oped. But, through the hole
that it had extended yet ardor Goes Rijn, the rest of |annascha put in himto
protect itself. The flanmes of the war formed a species of floating nonsters,
but the wood woul d be burned, whereas the ice no. Through one hunareda
enornous and nore and nore increasing, between the darts and the arrows that
went froma part to another one, fromtop to bottom on a cover full of death

and wounds, but still full of hatred towards the eneny, Wace approached
towards the punp of next crew. They were being prepared to set afire another
boat as soon as the eneny boat approached her. - Not - it said. - What? - the
captain at the sane time becanme towards Wace showing in his face the surprise
that made bristle its crest in sanple of stupor but gentleman, they will throw
fire to us to us. - That we can support it - Wace- said we are very well
protected by our walls. Nevertheless, | do not want to burn that boat. | want

to capture it. They go Rijn that way passed at that nonent raising its axe. It
could not have heard what Wace was saying, but, without | engage the clutch
murmured: - Ja. It was on the verge of also ordering this |I. W can use this
boat to transport our supplies. The order ran throughout all the boat. His,
covered slippery it was darkened with armed shades that waited for a new
fight. Approaching nore and plus the floating ice ship, It approached the
other boat that at the sane time acquired one nore a higher and greater form
due to the proximty. Fire, stones, and fights spread by all the corners. The
fight was hard, |annascha supported it with enough entereza. Wace sent to a

Si | bador towards Trolwen to request aid; a flying detachment sent by the
artillery of the Draco with arrows. Trolwen had a nunerical great superiority.
It could cover the sky with his soldiers, doing to hope to draconnay for an
assault on the sea. Until then, Wace thought, the Gods of Di onedes had been
smling. They could not support it much nore. It followed the first wave of

| annascha. Suddenly, Wace thought to reach one of the superior masts of the
boat and for it passage between the crowd was opened and began to clinb. Wen
alc anz6 the top and when had rai sed his tomahawk and prepared its arnor,

wi thout realizing it was in the frontal line of the soldiers. The snoke of the
boats burned throughout, hurt its eyes; only indifferently it saw the

def enders drakonay, that avanz before aban in rows he and towards the highest
cover. Perhaps had been redoubl ed the shouts and the tunult suddenly? A
forzudo finger gave blows himin the back. One became and one was with the



glance of Go Rijn. - D antres and denons! what class of clinmbing was this one!
Better it had been than | had had | eft down, no? Good, boy, now we are in
ours, our own atnmosphere. Tolk finishes to me sending a nessage, the

expedi tionary force of the conplete Drako, is at sight and it approaches
towards here, quickly.

Chapter 18

grasped its weapon with force. To his around the wi nged bodi es shouted, they
nmoved and they advanced quickly in all directions. These were mainly troops of
the trimmi ng of Mannenach; each one of the ice boats took a quite high nunber
of soldiers, to who, it had taught the nost el enentary know edge to them of
the earth fight. And throughout the trip towards the south until arriving at
the encounter of the Fleet, Goes Rijn and the captains of Lannascha, had
exhorted to them - Never, at no nmonment, you mx yourselves with the Air
Force. You remain on the cover when we approach a boat. The success of our
pl an consists of the anmount of boats that we pruned to catch or to destroy.
Trolwen and its swarnms of the air will go over us for ayudaros. These ideas
did not enter well the head of all the di onedanos perfectly. Wace was not
conpletely safe if this plan not to die it after one hour to have it saying,
leaving himto himand to They go Rijn single on the cover while the soldiers
sent themsel ves without a direction determ ned towards a battle in the sky But
he did not have another election, nmore than to trust them at the nonent.
Suddenly it threw to run. The noise that made their followers destroyed its
brain to himas if it was the enptiness of drums. Wngs noved in front of him
very instinctively the desentrenadas lines of the Drako were being opened in
two lines. Through the geologic eras the only good thing that it could nmake a
di omedano had been to take by above to an attacker. Wace burst in into the

pl ace where they had been. The eneny navigators were deci ded before these
pecul i ar adversaries who did not fly. Lannascha forgot his to have, wanted to
fly but suddenly it was itself struck by three enemy bodies. He fell like

gui iapo i n the sea; Draconnay was sent downwards. Suddenly, they approached a
speed possessed towards them The occasional |and troops of |annascha, had
taken their arnors made by they thensel ves and that conserved of |ast the

di stant one and quickly they were transforned into artificial turtles. The
rest waited for the aerial assault. And the arqueros were prepared. Wace heard
sinistro whistle that rose after him and saw fifty draconnay. Later, a
dragoon passed near its face, taking with hinmself a knife. Wace stopped the
bl ow on the arnmor. This blow fell on its left armbruising nuscles to him It
at the sane tinme sent patadén that catched conpletely the hard belly of the
eneny and saw as this one lost the balance. His tonahawk rose and fell with
all its forces on him oyendo a terrible sound. The dionedano fell as if it
was assaulted by a epil éptica disease as a result of his broken wing that had
produced himthe bl ow. Wice hurried, the draconi ano was hoping to shoot its
arc. The object was to capture the artillery of the boat. Sonebody from above
must have seen what tried. Fromone it |eaves to another one of the boat was
possible to be seen the soldiers with arrows of |annascha; but suddenly an
organi zed affluent line of the nass of draconnay approached a great speed
towards the cover and when it arrived at her, it planted to them before the

mai n battery of the throwing ones of flanmes and the balistas. - Thus! - it
murmured Go Rijn- anyway, these nake things that are not badly absolutely. But
now we will see. Suddenly he approached with trote sonewhat el efantino, taking

with hinmself his axe over the head; a generous stone piece gives sone axe

struck to himin the abdonen, an arrow happened clearing the cheek to him and
some darts bounced on their double arnmor. One approached of a junmp towards two
wi nged guards to give spirits themand at the sane time it struck with his axe
to the air as if it saw inmaginary enem es. At that noment one was between the
defenders. - Je mmintiendrai!-shouted, and approached its head towards next of



the Draco- that God sends the reason - it shouted giving a blow with his axe
whi ch Fram approached him Fram Kristnen, Krossmjnn, Kongsnmenn! - it
continued shouting and defying three soldiers who approached hi m Hei neken Bi er
- he said becoming to fight towards a wi nged shade that approached to him

behi nd, taking it by the neck. Wace and | annascha approached him There was an
interval of fight, and a noise of broken bones, wi ngs and tails. Draconnay
burst in there. They go Rijn one approached towards a throw ng one of flamnes

and went to put it in nmovenent. - You aimtowards there - it shouted we see if
we can sweep themto all, infected heads. One of |annascha approached the
mlitary operation that was conducted of ceranmics, it pushed with force the
ignition wood button, and threw boiling oil. Down, on the cover, inferior, the

bal i stas began to hum the catapults sang their song mlitary, and the
throwi ng ones of flames did not stop alittle while. A part of the men who
were in the ice boat reunited next to one of the wood machi nes, and threw
darts to the |l ast ones of the Draco attackers. A fermale ran towards the
superior part of the boat: - It is to our husbands to those who are killing! -
it screaned destruidlos! They go Rijn it junped of the upper deck, and fell to
about three neters. There were enenies who prepared thenselves to attack to
him Shouting, noving its arms one approached towards the nonstrous beings: -

You back down! - it shouted in its own | anguage You go backwards! If, it is
you create it and you. It is that you want to | eave to your children w thout
protection? | like a the young people draconnay. He left that place and he

backed down towards a site where it was possible to be protected. Wace left a
hollow. Its body was fl ooded of sweat. It did not have been in nmuch danger
Perhaps, in theory, a female could arrive to be carved up before the eyes of
its sprouts, but, that could arrive at this? In any case, Eric Wace, no. He
was better to | eave and to dedicate thenselves to the fight |ike a horseman.
Suddenl y, account occurred of which the boat was hers. The snoke was stil

very dense in the air so that it could see well, as he went by the other
sites? Here and there, through a breach, it appeared sone vision: A boat was
in flames, left; an ice vessel, destroyed, w thout masts, plenty of arrows
that had fallen on him went to the drift; another boat |annascha that |ay
next to another boat, and another one nore approaching to one than still took
on the soldiers. Wace did not have idea of how the fight could go on the sea,
whi chever snmall ice boats are spoken destroyed or how nany sol di ers had
deserted, or, catched by the instantaneous attack of the Draco, |eaving

unsui tabl e the boats and sonme enemies. It was perfectly sure - it thought - Go
Rijn had said it with enough clarity to Trolwen in the Council, who but the
smal | one, the worse one equi pped, virtually out of condition navigation

| annacha, woul d not have opportunity to win to the Fleet. The crucial phase of
this battle was not going to be reduced to stones or flanmes. It watched
upwards. There to the distant spot, where its glance could not reach, the sky
pretended incredibly calm The formation military balancing itself froma side
to the other, they were so far fromwhich seenmed as if darts were dying.
Single after mnutes its inexpert eye realized situation true. Having to the
greater one of its task in the boats, Trolwen was ridiculously inferior in
nunber in the air as soon as arrived Del p. On the other hand, the el enents of
Del p had been flying during hours unenploynent to arrive here; the good

i ndividually did not have rested conmparison that was | annascha. Cccurring to
account of this each one of |oe nenbers of the divisions, it had his
particul ar advantage; Del p ordered inpenetrable nasses of nen who went to the
| oad; Trolwen used swarns smaller than they noved in the fight, they struck
with all his force and they returned towards the boats. Lannascha backed down
at the sane time, except when Delp tried to send a great nunber of soldiers to
stand out in the boats. Then, the conplete force magnificently integrated in
the air to the disposition of Trolwen would go to burst in against this eneny
group of forces. This would di sperse when Del p brought the reinforcenents, but
al ready speak obtained its intention: To break the formation and not to all ow
the free novenents in the sea. Thus they continued the things during sone
[imtless time under the sun of the H gh Sunmer. Wace was lost to itself



contenmplating the terrible beauty of the w nged and disciplined death. The
voice of volv Goes Rijn himid to the reality towards the wetch |l ack of w ngs
of the humans. perhaps - Wde-awake, you are dreaming, as you remain there
with the open nmouth and breathing with anxi ety! Rayos and Lucifer! If we want
to continue conserving this boat, we nust do | followwth her, by all the
denons! You direct the battery here and | amgoing to say to those nmen which
must do. Thus! - a voice that but remenbered the sound of a | oconotive by the
depth well and by the noi se Gave that produced. They had been able to free
itself of all the attacks to return to capture the boat and until the crew
thrown of her went to neet with the | egions of Del p. Now, and, suddenly, They
go Rijn took the boat and one approached and it put it in novenent. It was
approached slowy over snmoky waters until arriving at a Draco boat that was
before him Then, as if it had been a spontaneous novenent, the arrows forned

a curtain, and the crew as rmuch had an Aspect in a side as in the other, like
bei ng badly at a nonment. \Wace continued in its site in the superior part of
cover, directing the fire of its arnms. Stones, fights, punps, oil, everything

were thrown in an extension of a few neters as if it was a total avalanche. In
a while determ ned, a special brigade organized to extinguish the fire that
the enemy had sent. But late it saw one of his new catapults squashed by a
stone of two tons, and forced the survivors to raise this stone and to throw
it to the sea and to return to the fight. It saw like at certain nonents, the
crew, acquired a strange aspect, as if they were conpletely drunk and the
bodi es both entrechocaban a con others on vessels behind each one of the
terrible blows that were sent. And at the sane tine and yet the rage of the
fight was asked in a rinconcito of its brain why the fight did not have nore
feeling, in no place of the universe, that to be always fighting a con the
others. They go Rijn did not have the quality of crew who needed to wi n that
battle like a neolithic Nelson. Nor its specialty either did not allow himto
try a boardi ng agai nst another boat; it was only all his small force which
allowed its small force himmlitary, it was to attack this man and to fi ght
against this O her. But, neverthel ess, one stayed there with firmmess,
containing to the men of the crew in the war on which they were insisting,
going froma part to other to maintain in the nost conpl ete exahustacion to
the rowers | annascha. And its boat went froma part to another one through the
fire storm a stormof living bodies, until it was al nost on the vessel of the
enemny. The horns were raised to the air between draconnay, their sol diers sent
thensel ves with all their forces and burst in fromBUS places to desengaj ar
the formation of the Fleet. They go Rijn let to themdo, watching at his
around the nmasts and the cords that extended around to sone kilonmeters to his.
Suddenly one approached towards the next hatchway, he |owered through the
aftercastle, and thus he arrived at the nmain deck. One rubbed the hands and he
said: - Aja, we gave a small beating them is not thus? They will not return
to approach any of our boats in a monent! - | do not include/understand,
Chancel lor - Angrek with an i nmense respect said we have one nore a snaller
crew and with less intelligence. It nust have approached or, at least, to
approach us there. It could to us have swept if we had not left the boat! - Ah
- it said Go Rjn. He extended his finger that renmenbered a sausage but you
see, youngster he is taking to the wonen and to the children al same tine that
much useful that us can be of great val ue and ot her goods. Her conplete
famly, is in the boat. One does not dare to risk his destruction; we could
burn to themeasily, without rem ssion, in case we did not prune to capture to
them Ja! It will be a nmorning of much pleasure for all those that are in hel
when Nicholas van Rijn arrives there, lives God! - the females... - the eyes
of Angrek rose towards the superior part of the cover. Their eyes showed a
strange brightness. - After all - it murrmured - it is not as if they were our
females... A great one, part of Lannascha went in that direction, apparently
with a determined intention, but their wings were unfolded and their open
tails rigidly. It was a known thing very that nost of the nmpbst recent soldiers
was in this group, nore than in other classes. Wace arrived runni ng towards
the edge from superior cubier ta. One inclined by the railing, it put his



hands as a horn in his mouth and shouted: - Freeman van Rijn! Watch towards
that part, upwards! - In agreenent. The nmerchant put his hand on the forehead
to watch, closed a little the eyes, blinked, breathed with force and soon he
made a sound as a snore with his nose. One by one, |annascha rested on the

bl oody covers elevating their glance towards the sky. And a rigidity was
pronounced in them There above, the battle was finishing. Delp had finalized
the neeting of all its forces in sane a unique mass but irresistible and it
had taken to them downwards to all to the tinme towards the level of the sea
There they nmet with the crew of the boats that were in battle, boat by boat,
one after another one. A party of |annaschas that had been and to such an
extent so suddenly inferior in nunber, did not have election to be able to fly
and to leave its ice boat, and were towards Trolwen. Draconnay hic ieron only
an attenpt of by returning to capture the boat that was conpletely in
possessi on of |annascha. It cost to them nmuch. The instructions stayed at the
nmonent that had occurred previously; these purely aerial forces, were
relatively inpotent against an affluent unit defended of the Fleet. Having
determ ned of a decisive way and with all exactitude who woul d have to attack
and at what nonment each one of the boats, Delp regrouped its forces and lead a
portion of its troops again, to attack the air groups, that already had been

i ncreased, of Trolwen. If it nanaged to nake them flee, then, given what it
was | eft of the boats of the Draco but the total of the domination that at

t hose noments they had in the sky, Delp could reconquer the |ost vessels. But
Trolwen did not flee so easily. And while the naval fight, as They go Rijn had
been dictating, continued there down, a ferocious conbat settled in clouds. By
both parts, as nmuch in the naval thing as in the air, the battle was indecisa.
Such era, of an approxi mated way,!a situation of the events, as well as Tol k
related to the humans one hour nmore or less but late. Everything what could be
seen fromthe water was that the Navies, in war of the sky they were
separated. So soon they lowered as they flew froma part to another one

zi gzaggi ng towards inconcretos points, so soon were two united nasses of a
confused formlike two black points that were tightened agai nst a cloud bank
Doubt | essly, threats, shouts, and insults threw an a the others to the w nd,

but no longer there were arrows. - Wat is that? - Angrek exclained -. Wat it
is what it is happening there? - If it doubts, a fight - it said Go Rijn.
Hurgdé the teeth with the nail, and struck the abdonen conpl aci entenente. -

they were being prepared to the fight, but in the end Tol k sent sonebody to
Delp and it let himknow that they could be entertained in parlamto entar

and, then, Delp acceded. - But... we cannot... you nor can deal with the
Draco! He is not... is a foreigner. A nmurmur of voices that reinforced the
feeling of Angrek ran throughout all the Lannascha groups. - this one cannot

be talked with a wild, filthy animal as - Angrek-everything said what it is
possible to be done is to kill to him O he will kill to him They go Rijn
made a gesture significant to Wace that was in the upper deck to which it was,

and said in English: - | thought that perhaps we could say now to themthat
this truce is the only objective of all our fight, perhaps peto is better not
to say to it themnow, you do not create? - | wonder nyself if never they wll
arrive to admt or to accept this point - it said youngest of the humans. - W
will have to admt it, today, and | hope that they do not bury to us alive
reason why we have said. After all, we caused that Trolwen and the Counci

acceded. But then if he is thus they are hard egg heads. - They go Rijn shrank
of shoul ders we speak now. Now that appears the opportunity to us with nore
brilliance. This it is the monent in which the letters are put on the table,
Ja! You have the nerves sufficiently the tenperings to see what can happen

Chapter 19

Approxi mately one déc ima part of the boats separated of the general confusion
and they net to a few kiloneters far. Them sone i ce boats approached that were



still in use. The covers of all of themwere flooded of sol diers who hoped

i npatiently. These were the vessels of |annach. Another one tenth part

approxi mately was burning, or had been undone and defeated by the fire, the
stones until they sank under waters of the Achan. These were the boats of

whi ch al ready nobody had account, |eft by both sides, both nations. Anong them
there were small undecked vessels in two, broken, in which it did not have but
that great despoliation, or where all the crew was conposed by Dacconnay dead.
Those that was directed form ng a great mass around the castle of the admiral
O course it was not a group of constituted boats either, and better prepared
or formed by equi pped canoes or. No crew had escaped to have her |osses, and a
good nunber of vessels could be said that they were already unsuitable. If the
Fleet could return to half of their force of fight normal to put it in action
again they woul d have much |uck. Nevertheless, this was al nost three tines
greater than the units than | annascha had at this nonment. The nunber of males
by each side was approxi mately equal; but with a superior space of |oad, the
Dr aconnay had In addition the ammunition. Each one of its vessels, was al so
superior individually, better constructed than the ice boats, and better
prepared than the captured boats. Brief, drako even had the bal ance of the
power. Wile they helped to Are going Rijn to put in a captured canoe, Tolk

said with certain malhunmor: - | in his place it would keep nmy put arnor,
terrestrial. Thus nor it would have but that to tie it to me when to truce it
finishes. - Ah! The nerchant extended his arnms of a nonstrous way, he occurred
blows in the stomach and he was dropped on a seat. - W suppose, neverthel ess,
that the arm stice is not broken. Then |I will have been dressing this dam
corsé without no reason. What woul d be worse than a dart in ny buttock, | put
by witness to San Dimas. - | realize - Wace- added that neither you nor
Trolwen take arnors. The conmander smoothed his skin with nervous hand. - That
i s because of the dignity of the Flok - it murmured -, these stupid ones are

not going to think that I am scared of them The canoe began to nove, its crew
inclined on the oars. Lannascha slipped sweetly towards a dark water place
Over them watched the rest of the guard, putting whichever enthusiasmcould in
t he denonstration of the flying parade so that it saw the enemy them There
was approximately a hundred. It would not serve anything to mx itself between
the iracundos Fleet. - | do not hope that we pruned to reach no agreenment -
nobody said to Trolwen- can... with a as strange intelligence as the one that
t hey have. The people of the Fleet are exactly just as you - she said Go Rijn
-, which you need is nore understandi ng between you yourself, condemation! It
seens to ne very well that you kill yourselves, but you do not have racial
prejudi ces. - You say that they are like us? - Trol wen excl ained. Their eyes
enl arged enormously and they put of a yellow color terrestrial sight... - it
does not matter - it said Go Rijn- | agree in which they do not have a station
in the year to emigrate. And you think that this is a very great thing, of
much i nmportance. |In agreenment. But now | have things in which to think by sane
me. He closes the tip! The wi nd rai sed enornmous waves and it crowded around
nmyself with great force. The air was cold, hunmid, snelling alittle to salty
life. It was not a little while very easy to die, thought Wace, it |ast of

all, nevertheless, to save to Sandra, while it was tended under ice reefs of
Daw nach. It requests by nmy soul, |oved, while you hope to followto ne. It
requests by nmy soul. - It |leaves the feelings personal of a part - Tolk- said
is much to discuss on our subjects. For exanple, a tribe with life, so other
people's to us as drascha, will have an equally strange spirit. | do not try,
attenpt not to follow your thoughts, terrestrial. |I and consider ny friend,

but we admit it, we have very little in comon. | only trust you because your

i medi ate reason - to survive has been easily conprehensible for nme. Wen

with hinmself not to follow perfectly your reasonings, can easily think that at

least it beams with good intention. - But draska now, how we can trust then?
Let us say that one reaches a peace accord. How we will be able to know t hat
they will respect it? They cannot have concept of the honor absolutely, as

wel | as they do not have any concept of the sexual decency. O although they
even try to carry out his judranme cough, is that we could be sure that the



words of the treaty will nean the same for themwho stop we. In ny capacity of

Her al do, | have seen many semantic | acks of understanding, between tribes with
di fferent | anguages. Therefore, that will be of the tribes with different
instincts? - O | ask myself... He is that perhaps we will be able to even

count we ourself in respecting such treaty? W did not hate to anybody by the
sinmple fact of to have fought against us, But we hated the deshonor, the
perversion, the dirt. How we can live with we ourself, if we establish La Paz
with creatures to those who the Gods nust despise? He sighed and he watched
with great agitation towards the next boats. Wace nmade a face: - it has been
happened to you to think, that they are thinking of the sane form the sane
things as far as you? - it talked back to him - Clear that they are doing it
- said to Tolk- this one is the another nost inmportant point in the footpath
of the negotiations. Personally, Wace thought, very | will be satisfied with a
tenmporary treaty. Nothing else it is necessary to |leave themthat they fix his
differences sufficiently like so that allows us to send a nessage that reaches
to Thursday Landing. As for ne after the nessage has arrived, they can
absolutely be killed and annihilate an a the others without to ne she matters
to ne. He watched the winged and thin forns that were to his around, and

t hought about the work and the war, the torment and the triunph; yes and
sonmetines in some |aughter or the fragnent of a song. He thought about the
good heart of Trolwen, the philosophical Tolk, the inmpul sive young person
Angrek; he thought about Bravo and ami able Del p and their Radonix w fe, who
was much more |ady who many human femal es that he had known. And the snall
covered youngsters of skins, that are revol caban between sweepi ngs or they

rai sed between his legs. No, he said hinmself to itself, | am m staken. This
means much for ny, after everything, that this war woul d have to finish for

al ways. The canoe slid anong ot her boats. Sone faces dracco downwards wat ched
i nperturbables, towards them Once in a while sonme escupia the water. They
were all very calm There was a pile of soldiers extended throughout and a
special guard forned a ring surrounding the main deck. In front of the wood
tower, surrounded by skins and cushions, admiral T heonax and his advi sor
hoped. To a side he was Delp captain with few of his personal guards, had with
the habits mlitary, dirty plenty still of sweat and. A total silence extended
over them as the canoe arrived and until this stopped before the boat.

Trol wen, Tol k and nost of the troops |annascha flew over the cover. It was
mnutes later after many sufferings and oaths that the humans could arrive at
the top of the cover where were the heads of both arny! They go Rijn watched

his around. - What hospitality! - only one small cord exclaimed in | anguage
dracco- that tends to himto one fromabaje, and that is, hoisting to nmy poor
bones tired towards a tonb that... it would not have to be nore than for you.

| put to skies by witness, who this is very hard. Very hard! Sone tines I
t hi nk about leaving and retiring. Then what will be of the Gal axy? At that
monent all you would feel very ashamed, when already outside too nmuch |ate.

T heonax directed a satirical glance to him - You were not the guest who
better conducted itself of all whatever had the Terrestrial Fleet - she
responded - | have many debts with you. Yes. | have not forgotten it. They go
Rijn went towards Del p, extending its hand: - Thus, then, she was | who | was
right, and you were you the one who you were naking all the work - it talked
back - it nust to ne have supposed it. Nobody nore than you between the Fl eet
has as much brain. I, N cholas Van Rijn showed all ny respect to him T heonax

straightened up and their rigid advisors, sonewhat watched surprised towards
the adm ral whomdid not pay attention. Delp shrank for a monent. But later it
acceded to give the hand to Rijn and it tightened it with force to the

terrestrial way. - That the Lodestar helps nme, it satisfies to see his

t hi ckness and vile face this way ne again - it said you know you it to point
that was to cost ny to ne... good everything what | an? If it had not been by
my wife... - W did not nix the businesses and the friendships - ah said Go
certain Rijn with soltura-, if, its good Rodonix wi fe. How one is now and al
the small ones? Still they remenber to the old Nicholas uncle and the stories

that it narrated to them when they were going away to sleep like for



exanple... - If it does the favor to ne - T heonax with a voice said that
reveal ed his nervousness-we would want if you us allowit, to continue. \Wo
will do of interpreter? If now himagreenent, heraldo. - a full glance of then
resentment pays attention. Say to his | eader who this parlianment was all owed
by my commander of field, Delp to her Oikan, without sending if it |loves a
nmessenger here to consult to ne. It had opposed ne to it it to have known. One
was prudent nor necessary. | will have to make sweep these covers where they
have stepped on the Barbarians. Neverthel ess, since the honor of the Fleet is
pawned, you al so have a word of honor in your |anguage, is not thus? Then I

wi || hear what your |eader nust say. Tol k agreed courteously and it transl ated
to the | anguage | annascha. Trol wen seated, declaring in, its eyes all the
concentrated attention. Their guards retired a little, and their hands were
narrowed on their arnms. Delp noved its feet anxious, and sone of the captains

of T heonax watched at far froman enbarrassing form - Dile - Trol wen said
after a little while, with a bitter precision that we will allow that the
Fl eet goes away i medi ately. Naturally we will need hostages. Tol k transl ated,

T heonax retired its lips of between ny teeth and it was ed ***refl x mMg. They
are seated here with its small handful of boats undone, and they dare to say
this to us? But their advisors, who commanded their flotillas, remained

serious. It was Delp that said: - the admiral knows that | have taken part in
this war. Wth these hands, these wings, this tail, |I have killed nale

enem es; with these teeth | have bitten the bl ood of the eneny. Neverthel ess,
| say now that it would be far better that we listened to them - Wat? -

T heonax was on its awares extrenely | hope that you will be joking. They go
Rijn al so went ahead. - | do not have tine for stupidities - espeté -
escuchene, and | will put the so clear things and words that a sprout of two

years could explain it to it. W have taken the nost essential places from
this war and the main points of the Fleet, and if you one does not behave as

it must and it reasons properly, we will squash to them Watch there! - its
arm ext ended wi dely towards the sea we have boats. Not so nmany, perhaps, but
enough. It will have to talk with us or we will continue fighting. If he is
not asi, soon you will be who you will not have sufficient boats. So he nétase

that in the pipe and he absorbs with force. Wace agreed. Good. Quite good. It
was denpnstrating that it rather vividly wished to interchange firings and
nmore firings among themor to cause that the soldiers fought a con the others
inthe air. But what it did not wish was to risk to be boarded, to reject its
boats or that seized of them | annach. Because this was its house, the only way
in which the culture of these people conceived living. If the boats undid, it
woul d not have enough to be able to go to the fishing either to be able to

| odge the fish, nor either places where they could inhabit the groups of
soldiers who left alive this fight. It was not nore than this. - we will sink
to You - T heonax screaned. One rose, beating his w ngs, hoisting the crest,
and stretching the tail with as much force that seenmed an iron bar. - W will
drown to each one of which they are of you. - It is possible - it said Go
Rijn- but you think that that is going to scare to us? If we left now, we wl
have finished for always also. So first we will take you to hell with us, so
that our shoes abrillanten to us and to take drinks you cold, is not that?
Del p, said with certain pregnancy in its words: - W did not come to Achan by
the nere fact to | ove the destruction, but because the hunger lead to us. You
were who you denied the right to us to fish, straight that nobody never
granted to you. Oh, yes, we also took part fromyour earth, but it is the

wat er whi ch we needed. We cannot | eave at this noment. They go Rijn noved

anxi ous. - There are other seas. O perhaps we allow you that you fish fish
nore before you go away. A captain of the Fleet said very slowy: - My

gentl eman, Delp has said nmost crucial of our subject. This deserves a
solution. After all, the sea of Achan has little value or no for you

| annascha. W, it is truth we seized of your coasts, and we occupi ed sone

i slands that are the source of the wood and of other things that you need. And
naturally we wanted a port for single us in Sajna Bay for nonments of energency
and repairs. These with subjects of defense and the sufficiency of each one of



us, but a thing so necessary not to live as the water. Thus, then, perhaps..

- Not - T heonax shouted. It was alnpst a whine. It nade themrenain in
silence to all of them The adm ral shrank, giving small junps during a little
while, and then he went to Tolk: - Dile to your Leader... who |, the suprene
authority... refuse. | say that we can nake fun of of you and of your ships of
toy with small | osses by our part. W do not have reasons for daros nore

expl anati ons. The only thing that we grant to you is that you keep High Earth
from Lannach. It is the highest concession than you can hope of us. -

| npossi ble - espetd heraldo. Then it said with all haste which had heard to
Trol wen, that shrank of shoul ders and watched towards the air. - the nountains
do not support to us - Tolk with nore cal m expl ai ned we have eaten of them al
what ever had, and that is not a secret for anybody. W must al so have Low
Earth. And we are sure that we will not allow that you seize of those earth as
wants that it is, so that you attack a year later to us. - If you think that
we can potters of the sea now, without a | oss that al so makes hundiros to you,
inténtalo right now - Wace added. - | said that we can! - it said angered

T heonax and thus it dried it. - My gentleman - Delp said doubtfully. Their
eyes were closed during a second. Then ny gentleman said with enough di strust
admral, a fight at the nmonent would be surely the end of our nation. The few
boats that have survived would be the prow of the first Barbarians who are in

the islands. - and a retirenent towards the ocean would al so end us - T heonax
said. Its forefinger extended - unless you can renove to the fruits and the
wood that we needed the sea of Achan or fromwaters that still are not known
to us. - That is truth naturally, my gentleman - Delp said. One becane and it
wat ched the eyes of Trolwen. They arrogantly watched the one to the other, but
with respect. - Heraldo - this said to Delp- dile to your Head. W are not
going to | eave the sea of Achan. W cannot. If you insist on which we do it,
we will throwit and | hope that you are destroyed w thout nmany | osses by our
part. We do not have another election. - But | think that perhaps we can |eave

any thought of occupation or amlannach or hol nrenach. We can keep all solid
Earth. We can also renove fish, salt, seaweed, workers, neals, stone, wood,
dresses and oil. Wth time he would be beneficial for all. - and incidentally
- it said Go Rijn- you could also think about this. If the draco does not have
earth, and Lannach does not have boats, nore duro for each one of themwould
be alittle to wage the war with the other. He is not asi? After a few years,
the conmmerce and the wealth of each one woul d have made them i ndependent and
the wars would be inpossible. So if you agree now your quarrels wll have
finished and then Nicholas Van Rijn with things will cone fromthe Earth for
all. Like Noel father, ny prizes also are very reasonable. Wat you say? -
Callate - T heonax shouted. It was towards the head of his guards and it gave
a push himwi th one of his wings and indicated to Delp. - It arrests this
traitor! - My gentleman. - Delp was thrown backwards. The guard doubted. The
sol di ers of Del p approached surrounding their captain threateningly. Fromthe
| owest cover certain nurnmurs were heard. - the Lodestar listens to nme! - Delp
said -, | only suggested... | | know that the admral has the last word... -
and ny last word is not - the arrest |ike adm ral declared T heonax |eaving of
a side at the monent and oréculo, | prohibit it. There is no a possible
agreement between the Fleet and these... these vile... filthy, revolting ones,
animals... - it passed the hand through its lips. Their hands were curved
becom ng cl aws, that soon happened through their head. A murmur happened

t hrough daconnay. The captain was with the extended wi ngs, still maintaining
his dignity, but there was terror in his eyes. Lannascha, ignorantes of the
words but having a feeling what it happened crowded around together and stil
took their arnms with nore force. Tolk translated quickly in | ow voice. Wen it
had fini shed, Trolwen sighed. - Hatred to have the one to admt - it said -,
but if let to know these words themare truth. Create truely, in serious, that
two as different races as ours can live the one next to the other? It would
cost much not to break the treaty. They can return to us to rob our earth
while we are in our emigration, to take all our cities... or we we could again
conme once again towards the North with the Barbarian allies, and fight with



the prom se of drako. We would return to sink our claws in the throats, of a
formor another one in the termof five years. Better it will be than we do it
now. Better it will be than we finish of once. It |eaves CGods decide them who
is right and, who does not have right to live. Alnost without realizing it put
intension its nuscles, to prepare itself to fight again if T heonax finished
the arm stice at this noment. They go Rijn raised to its hand and its voi ce.
It sounded like a drum It caused that everybody stopped and the arrows were

again putting itself on carcaj. - Deteneos! You wait for only a mnute by al
the denons. | have still not finished speaking. One went towards Del p. - You
have good sense. Perhaps we pruned to find sone others with brain although
they will not be nore than those than fit in a spoonful of tea of which they
sell my competitors. Now | amgoing to say sonmething. | will use as the draco
| anguage. Tol k, you can be translating at the sane tine. | have deciros

somet hing that nobody in this planet has heard before. | say to you that you,

the draco and | annascha are not foreign, are the same and identical stupid
race. Wace contained the breathing. - What? - it whispered in English -, but
the reproductive cycles... - Matadne to this wormgordinfl é6n - T heonax
shouted. They go Rijn nade a gesture with the inpatient hand. - Tranquilizate.
| am speaking. Thus, then, siéntate, sentaos the two nations, and you listen
Ni chol as Van Rijn.

Chapter 20

The evolution of intelligence in the life of Dionmedes still remains in the

i ncognito; there has been no time to obtain fossils of others eras. But basing
to us on the base of existing Biology and on the general principles, it is
possi ble to deduce the mllenarian events. In certain tine in the tropical of
the planet, there was a snmall continent or very great island, that was a very
thick forest, the equatorial regions never know of the | ong days and ni ghts of
the high latitudes: In the equinox the sun remains in high during six hours,
to cross the sky and remains hidden during other six; in the solstice there is
a certain lightning, the sun is either superficially or below the horizon. In
whi ch one tal ks about Di onedes, these are ideal conditions that will give a
per manent, abundant and good |ife. Between the species of this last tinme it
had a small carnivore of shining eyes. Like some flying Earth animals, and he
devel oped his menbranes by nmeans of which he junped of branch in branch. But a
pl anet of |ow density, has a different structure. The continents rise and they
sink due to speed incidents, and this happens in hundreds or thousands of
years. The currents of the ocean and the air correspond; and because of the
great axial novement and of the surrounded greater fluid masses, the currents
of Dionedes are a warmor a cold nore considerable than in the Earth. Thus,
then, until in Ecuador, there were radical climtic shifts of position. It had
then, a period which the old wood forests that formerly were precious turned
great and dry Panpas, the flying aninmals of those days devel oped true wings to
go froma side to another one But being an adaptable beast, it also began to
be prow of other hungry animals of grass that fed itself in all latitudes.
Therefore, eating grass and other animals it grew in size. But then needing
nore eating for a greater body, a variation of the places was necessary that
surrounded to them the sea, the nountains, and the plains; but then by virtue
of mobility it remained in a already certain place before to have to wal k by
new spaces. An individual by itself could this way face nany types of regions
inits life, himas a prize to its intelligence went. In this period for sone
unknown reason, the species, or a part of them the part destined to becone
somet hing inportant had to march the Earth where it had remained until then
Possibly a earth | andslide broke the original continent in small islands which
could not support a so great animal popul ation. Whatever it is the cause, the
famlies and the tribes had to |l eave slowy towards the North or the South,

t hrough a period of hundreds of generations. There they found territories new



and an excellent hunting, but a winter which they could not survive. Wen the
period arrived fromthe great nights, they were thenselves forced to return to
the tropical to wait for the sunmer. He was not because of the place in where
their young of automatic action of the birds could reproduce, terrestrial

em grants. This aninmal was already too intelligent to be an instinctive

machi ne; their custons were something | earned. Selecc natural ion of the
annual flights stinulated this intelligence nore and nore. Now the prize to
intelligence is a very long period of youth in proportion to the total of the
life. Since then it is not the nodule of the action which counts, each
generation nmust learn all the new things, which has been long time. Therefore,
no species can get to be intelligent unless what surrounds to him produces
some mechani smto keep the together parents, so that they can protect to their
young children during the extensive period of infanc ia incapable to by itself
use or the period ignorante youth. The |love of the nmother is not enough; the
nmot her will have enough who to do with taking care of the inquisiciones or the
works that their children provide to him w thout having to understand themto
it with gaining the sustenance at the sanme tine or keeping them The father
nmust hel p otherwi se. But that kept to the father around the nother, once its
sexual instinct has been satisfied? The instinct can do it. Some birds, for
exanpl e, use parents both to take with hinmself to the young son. But the
instinctive inpulses are inconpatible with intelligence. The father nust be a
good right to remain there, if the father has the nechanismis sinple:

Per manent sexuality. The human never is satisfied once to the year. Fromthis
fact the famly derives itself, and argues the possibility of the

prol ongation, the inmmturity. In the case of the di omedanos, there was

em gration. Each tribe had a | ength and dangerous way to travel every year. He
was better to go in conpany, under sone organized form To the aimof the
trip, in the tropical, soon the abandonnment was pronounced towards the tastes
of each one; but soon the inevitable trip of return appeared, because the
equatorial islands did not support to many visitors during long tine. Wthout
counting this primtive annual group (since she was not one: instinctive
thing, but the fruit of the experience animal) were | osses of pernanent
associ ati ons. Defensive bands becane cooperative bands. The exigencies of the
trip had caused that the femal es and the nal es specialized their type of body,
to fight, and others like porteadores of the things that took with hinself. He
was then, advantageous that sexes maintained their conpanion the year

t hroughout. The ani mal of permanent family (in Dionmedes, as a rule, a fanmly
great affluent nonth, has a conplete married clan) with | ong gestation, of
great number of young, the constant change and the challenge to the environs,
the fight to look for its foods during the winter with strange bands in
strange ways, this aninmal was a evolucionativa right yields greater tinme for
to begin to think. Wthout counting on these reasons there was al so a reason
to begin to pronounce itself by means of the |anguage, to begin to use the
things, the fire, to pronounce itself |ike organized nations, and these vague
and unattainable situations are those that we called "culture". Now, while the
di omedano did not have an irrevocabl e nodul e of reproduction conduct, it tried
to follow certain nmeans of life. They were al ways easi est. Anal ogous, the
human cl ass, is not pronounced by instinct to forrmalize and to regul ate the
married things, but the human societies have done it thus al nost invariably.
He is nore confortable in which it concerns everything. Thus the di onedanos
em grated towards the South to reproduce. But they did not have porqué to do
it! When the reproductive cycle exists, they are controlled by sonme sinple
machi ne. Thus, then, for many birds on the Earth it is the increasing

nmeasur enent of the day of the sunmmer which causes the reproductive period to
them The optical stinmulus exerts on the hornonal process that nakes react to
other sleeping cells. In Dionedes, this is not thus; the cycles of light vary
much with the latitude. But once proto intelligent di onmedano has acquired

em gratorios habits (and therefore it nmust only reproduce in certain period of
the year, if the young person nust survive) the evolution will take an obvi ous
course that it causes that the emgration is the governor of itself.



Ordinarily a hunter, with accidental meals of nuts, wild fruits or grains, the
di omedano exercises this very easily. The emigration requests a prol onged
effort; it nmust have hundreds or thousands of generations to devel op flying
muscles, time sufficient to develop itself other adaptations. Thus, then, the
effort stimulates certain glands, that they operate through a conpl ex,

hormonal to make wake up the reproductive cells. An exception was the nursing
femal e, whose mammary gl ands secreted a restricted agent. During the great
flight, the hornmones of each sex were concentrated; there was no tine to waste
the energy in these dissipations. Once they were already in the tropical
rested and fed the di omedanos they recovered of the |ost opportunities. And
they did it so incessantly that the return trip did not have any significant
effect in its exhausted gl ands. Sonetimes once in the homes, and due to sone
little usual exercise, sone it could feel some desire towards opposite sex.
The one that felt it suppressed this, as rigorously as the human it suppresses
the inmpul ses of the incesto, and due to nore practical reasons: New born
outside the station it neant death during the emigration for himand his

nmot her. This does not mean that a great part of di onmedanos made this; sinply
they accepted the taboo, they founded religions and ethical systens and were
concentrated in it, neverthel ess, doubtlessly the constant attraction during
all the year towards other sex had been a race to go conscious for the initial
devel opnent of sects and tribes. \When the di omedanos emgrants found a tribe
who did not observe this |law that was mainly a noral base, they felt a

physi cal horror. The one of the draco one she was one of the several that now
have been di scovered by the investigators. They can be originated |ike groups
living near Ecuador and therefore, not needing to practice the trips; but this
is still a work what totally is not verified. The clear point is that they
began to live nore far fromthe sea than on the Earth. During many centur ias
el abor at ed physi cal apparatuses of boats and they handl ed themuntil these
became their neans of life. This gave nmore security themthan the hunting. It
al so gave a honme themthat could continuously be inhabited. It gave the
possibility of constructing and of using those apparatuses them accunul ating
great libraries, seated and thinking or debating problens; shortly, the
freedomto obtain a true civilization, that no em grant had accepted in the
smal | est degree of themlinmts. On the other hand, this meant a very hard work
and a domi nation aristocrat. This work stinulated the sexuality; but as

| ukewar m chi | dren and foods gathered of the sea had done of their birth I

foll ow i ndependent of the stations. Therefore, the marine nations pronounced

t hensel ves like a nmodule simlar to the human in the marriage and the

education of the children: There was still a romantic concept of the | ove.
Truely no of the cultures could inagine howit could be the other of the sane
species. And howwill be able one to trust the other?

Chapter 21

Si npl ez ace ideol ogi cal those that wage the true and dirty war - it said Go
Rijn -, but now!l leave of a side the ideology and we can of a sensible way

and friendly to raise some of the problenms of each one of us, he is not asi?
Detail had not explained naturally some of its hypotheses yet. Lannascha

phi | osophers had a vague idea of the evolution, but they were weak in
astronony; draco science was alnost in the reserve. They go Rijn had been
contented to itself with sinple and repeated words, drawi ng for what had to be
the real and true explanation of the known reproductive differences. One
rubbed the hands and one stayed during a little while in silence. - Thus it

is! I have not showed all this with all dul zura. But | cannot explain it so
that it would need long time. During the coming tinmes, you think about the
others and their defects. You ***reflx mmg yourselves of a dirty way of the
others. You count disagreeable histories. (I know sone that they can be
adaptable to you), but you know at |east that you are of the sane race. Anyone



of you could have been a solid nenber, of the other nation, is not thus?

Per haps other tines cone, and you begin to have to interchange sonme of your
aspects of life. Why you do not experience a little eh? No, | do not see that
you cannot assimlate still this idea, no longer | will say nmore. It crossed
his arms and it hoped, fatigue, rage plenty and showi ng the fatigue of the
weeks. During a little while and under a red sun and the wind of the sea, the
great anount of w nged sol diers and captains showed in their faces the echo
that had produced in themthese words. Delp, in the end said, so under that as
soon as could be heard and that it really did not break inperturbable silence:
- Yes. This has sense. | create it. After another minute inclining its head
towards the rigid stone that at those nonments er to the face of T heonax said:
- My gentleman, this changes the situation. O eo. It is not as nmuch as we
waited for, but it is better than what we had. | believe that we can talk:
They will have all Earth and we will have the sea of Achan. Now that | know
that they are not... denmpns... animals, good, the normal guarantees, oaths and
change of hostages, and other things of the sort, | believe that we woul d have
to close the treaty of once firmy. Tol k had been whispering in the ear of

Trol wen. Lannach commander agreed. - This is also what | think - said. - W
can persuade to the Council and the d ans, head of the Fl ok - Tol k whi spered.

- Heraldo, if we arrived at a honorabl e peace, the Council will vote to our
ghosts after we die. The glance of Tol k becane towards T heonax, that remained
i movabl e between its cortesanos. T heonax rose. Their wi ngs beat the air,

rai sing noi ses as the one of an axe crossing a bone. Suddenly it exclainmed: -
No! | have already heard enough. This farce has qua to finish. Trolwen and the
escort | annascha did not need interpreter. They grasped with force the arms
and they were put in a defensive circle. Their cheeks were tightened
automatically with force. - My gentleman - Delp was el evated. - It holds! -

T heonax- shouted al ready you have spoken too nuch. - Its head noved froma
side to another one -. Captains of the Fleet, already you have heard how Del p
to her Orikan pleads for La Paz with the | owest creatures of the beasts.
Recordadl o. - But ny gentlenman - an old official rose, with the hands in
protest signal ny gentleman admral, already us have shown it, they are not
beasts... is not nore than they are different... - Considering that the
terrestrial one says the truth, which is safe a certain science, that there is
then of all it? - T heonax watched at only Go Rijn- nakes make worse the

t hi ngs. The beasts cannot hel p thensel ves anong them These | annascha are
dirty. And you want to let to themlive? You could... you could deal wth
them.. to enter the cities... you | eave your young people are seduced by
them.. no. The captains watched an a the others. He was |ike an audible
murmur. Only Del p seened to have the anger to speak again. - | hunbly ask the
adm ral who thinks that we do not have a true election. If we fought wth them
until the end he also can be our true end. - Ridiculous, that is ridiculous -
T heonax- shouted either they has scared to you or has bribed to you. Tol k had
been transl ating sotto voce. Now tired al ready, Wace heard the answer of the
conmmander to his heraldo. - If he returns this attitude, a treaty could not be
carried out. If he did it, he would sacrifice his hostages for us, is not
necessary to speak of ours towards him to only see us surrounded another one,
time in a war. Let us return before i nyself he violates the truce. "and

there", Wace thought "is the end of the world. | will die | lower a stone
rain, and Sandra will die in the Earth glacier. Good... we wanted it ". The
admral could not let march this enbassy. Del p was wat chi ng around one by one,
all the faces. - Captains of the Fleet - he shouted -, | request your opinion
| you inploro who you persuade to ny gentlenman admral... so that... - the
next traicionera word that is said by anyone will cost the wings to him-

shouted T heonax- or is that you put in prohibition ny authority? Naturally,
it thought Wace, T heonax was going to leave with hers; no in this society
woul d make you deny its absolute one to be able, not even Del p. They coul d not
be in agreement with him but the captains would obey. Silence becane greater
Ni chol as Van Rijn suddenly broke it with a great shout. The total of the
peopl e that was there, watched. T heonax junped backwards. During a little



while it was like the nil kshake of a wing. - What was that? - it shouted. -

You are deaf? - it responded Go Rijn- | | said... - it repeated with trénolo
- What neans? - It is a terrestrial term- déjenme said Go Rjn- to see..
good, means that you are... - the rest was the obscenidad greater than it is

possi ble to be imagi ned and that Wace had heard in its life. The captains
wat ched, sone took their arns. The guards draco on the upper deck took to the

arcs and the arrows. - Mtadle! - T heonax shouted. - Not - the voice of Coes
Rijn exploded in their ears. The estridente volune of the same one paral yzed
to them-. | am an anbassador, by all the denobns! You hurt an anbassador and
the Lodestar will sink you to all in the boiling seas. This stopped to them

T heonax did not repeat its order; the guards retired backwards; the officials
remai ned qui et, renoved by these words. - | have sonething deciros - he

continued Go Rijn duplicating the volunme of his voice-1 speak for all the

Fl eet, and request that you ask yourselves you yourself, why this being is so
stupid. He causes that you stay in a war where both sides you lose; it causes
that you risk your lives, your spouses and your children, and perhaps the
sobreexperi ence of your own Fleet. Why? Because it is scared. It knows, that
within few years with ny arrival here next to draconnay and dealing with ne in
my conpany to truely fantastic prices by lowit, the things will begin to
change. You will do better in thinking by you yourself. You prove the freedom
Little by little its power is cone off him And it is too nmuch, cowardly to
live by itself. And if no, you watch. He nust have guards and slaves and to
all you for mandaros, to prove itself to if same that it is not sinply small

and stupid and a dirty one, a true Leader. Before he will ruin to all the
Fleet will even die to itself that he will l|ose the rank that has dreaned up
T heonax said affected: - You | eave ny boat before it forgets that this is an
armstice. - Oh, either | go away, or | go away - it said Go Rijn. It advanced
towards the admiral. Its threat reverberated in all the boat returns and wll
wage the war again if you insist. But | only have a small question that to do
before. - one stopped before the real presence and it indicated the nose ago

of the prince with its hairy forefinger. Wiy you have as much hatred to the
life of lannasca? If as nmuch hatred you have to them why tests not to clear
it you yourself to it? It returned his back and one inclined. Wace did not see
what it happened. There were guards and captains anong them it heard a noi se,
a noise that cane fromGo Rijn and then there was a murnur of w ngs before
him Then it intermngled itself between the bodies, a tail struck to him
Hardly he felt it, his fist junped, to only strike to one of them soldiers and
so that he left the expeditious way himand to be able to see. Nicholas Van
Rijn was with both hands in the air while a group of soldiers threatened to
him - the admiral has catched to me - he shouted | am here |ike anbassador
and these pigs have catched to ne. Wiat class of relations is these between
several nations, when state heads apresan to the foreign anmbassadors? He is
that perhaps a apresa terrestrial president to the diplomats? This is inciv
ilizacién. T heonax was thrown backwards, escupi endo and cl eaning the bl ood

that ran by its cheeks. - Salt - it screaned with strangl ed voi ce vetoes of
here i medi ately. They go Rijn agreed: - W go friends - it said we will find
ot her places where they have better nodales. - Freeman... freeman, where
him.. - it approached saying Wace. - it does not matter where - it said G

Rijn of mal hunor. Trolwen and Tolk were united to them The escort |annascha
wal ked behind to a step. They kept a step hurried through the cover,
separating of the confusion of draconnay under the wall of the Tower. - You
could it have supposed - Wace said. One felt tired, exhausted by all the

t hi ngs except by the weakness and the rage of the incredible madness of its
head this race is carnivorous. It is that perhaps it has not seen them how act

hastily an a the others when they are gotten angry? It is... a reflection..
must it have known! - Good - it said Go Rijn with nore virtuous tone, taking
his hands to calmhis insult nust not why to ne have catched. | am not

responsi ble by his lack for control or the consequences that are derived from
it. But us they could have killed all. They go Rijn did not worry in
di scussing this situation. Delp was united to themin the railing of the



cover. - | feel much that this nmust finish thus - it said we could have been
friends. Perhaps - it does not finish as soon as seens - it said Go Rijn. -
What nmeans? Tired eyes watched to hi mhopel essly. - Perhaps you see the things
nmore quickly, Delp... They go Rijn tended a paternal hand on the back of the
draco. You are a good elerment. | could serve to ne as one |ike you, like an
agent for sone subjects in these territories, in subjects of conm ssions,
naturally. But so far, he remenbers that you are one that all of themrespect
and want. |If sonething happened to himto the admiral, there would be panic
and uncertainty, but they you woul d beconme towards you, to request advice to
him If then they built quickly, same you could be the admiral. Perhaps then
we nade busi nesses, does not seemto hinP It |left becone absorbed in thought
Del p wat ching to himand one became quickly towards the canoe. - Now boys - it
said you row with all your forces. They were al nost already in his boat when
Wace saw wi ngs that covered the real boat, then exclained: - perhaps Perhaps
the attack... has begun already? On the other hand one was afraid that its

voi ce had reflected a sonewhat stupid aspect. - Good | have been being gl ad of
not being so near themas for mnutes - They go Rijn remai ned of foot as it
had made the trip throughout, agreed conplaciente-but | think that this is not
the war. | only believe that they are revol utionized. Soon Delp will be able
to take control of themand to calmto them - But... Delp? They go R jn made
a face. - If the dionedanas proteins are deadly for us - it said ours will not
be very good for them is not thus? and our old T heonax friend took a good
whiff frommne. Al this will showto themthat the wild tenmperaments do not

| ead to anything concrete. Better it will be than you follow ny exanple. Wen
it is attacked to ne, | return the other cheek. It is a good joke, no?
Thursday Landing had few facilities in which to hospital it tal ks about: A

aut odi agnosti cante, surgical and therapeutic a few robots, a few nedicines
Standard, and a xenovi onol ogistico position that did the tines of nedica
clinic. But an uninformed one of six weeks did not have very serious
consequences, if he were strong, and although it was had in hand been in
contact, feet, wings and tails, between two very nervous nations on a pl anet,
no of the two could infect diseases. The treatnment progresses quickly with the
aid of the diocel edina, the intravenous glucose and ot her nedicines. To the

si xth di onedano day, \Wace had obtai ned a great amount of fat and now it was in
a very weak period, but that experienced certain slight inprovenent inits
room - It snokes, Sir? - the Benegal young person asked. He had taken part in
the exploration fromrescue at the nmoment of the arrival; but he did not have
the news of how the events had been devel oped; at the nmoment he was literally
finding out everything. He offered cigarettes with a very respectful air. Wace
stopped, its Al bornoz hanging on the knees. One approached. It extended his
hand towards | doubt and to the aimit said: - In all this time without to
have had tobacco, | believe that there amlost the custom But the thing is
that it would not cost to me rmuch to return to ne to put in it. Perhaps it
woul d be better than it did it? - Good, | believe that no, Sir... - Denons, he
gives it to ne. Wace seated in the bed and absorbed the snmoke with certain
caution. - | believe that truely | amgoing to return to acquire all ny old
vices that | wished on the Earth, and without a doubt some to acquire others.
- Good, in... you were going to say Sir to nme... as this station got to
inquire into which happened to them - Ah, yes. Thus it was. It was a very
sinmple thing. Athing of children. | realized in ten mnutes, as soon as we
had a little while of rest. To send good dotac nore ion of di onmedanos with a
witten nessage, naturally, one of the professional interpreters of the TolKk,
to help to ask the way them who had to foll ow towards the Ocean. \Was
constructed to a great life raft sinply, a rudinentary raft that she could
take easily. Each one of themtook one of the pieces; then they reunited them
inthe air and they rested in her when they believed it necessary; and al so
they fished fromthere. Also it rained enough so that they could drink to
small sorbos in the air. It knew that there it rained, since draconnay
remained in the sea during indefinite periods, and after all, also it is a

pl anet where it rains. Anyway, for reasons that now do not cone to the case,



this expedition was including some fenal es | annascha. \Wat means that the
nmessengers of both nationalities had to | eave sone prejudi ces. From now on
this is going to change its history nore than anyone of the inpressions that
we, the terrestrial ones, have done by the sinple fact that they have fl own
t hrough the Ccean in a single day. Thus, then, it is a safe thing that the
bei ngs who have carried out this trip will conprise integral and gives great
i nportance in the elenents of both cultures; but, however, this is a thing
that corresponds to Liga deciding it, and not to ne. Wace made a gesture

i nexpressive. - Once we saw that they had gone - the only thing finished - who
we could make era put in the bed and hope to us. Later, the first days no

l onger we felt nuch. The appetite had di sappeared. The cigarette with a

somewhat strange aspect was snoked. It was being annoying to him - \Wen

will be able to see the others? - it asked - already | am enough hard |ike so
that they bother to ne. | need conpany, condemation! - Wthout it serves as
commentary - Benegal - said | believe that Freeman van Rijn said sonething
simlar...: an uproarious one by all the denons of hell! - and it was sent
towards the corridor and it thinks that it will come to visit to himtoday. -

Then, it vetoes - Wace with certain sarcasmsaid you are too young to hear
these things. W were done brothers of blood when facing together the death,
brandi shing our arns, and nmany things nmore, so we will have to hold a neeting
now. It was put at the sanme time of foot that the boy left the room At that
nmonent, They go Rijn appeared in the threshold of the room They go Rijn had a
di fferent aspect conpletely; he was not so heavy; one leaned in a cane with
silver head. But its curly hair was shining, and their noustaches and beard
denonstrated he adjustment to that they speak put under; its shirt was white
and i nmpeccable; their |legs, however, maintained to himwth all the power; it
took to a dianmond in each one of his hands and a chain of silver around the
neck, able to anchor a destructive boat. It had in his mouth a pure cigarette
and a hand great sandw ch: - So already you are again still on. Good boy! The
only means to be are well not to let themsel ves squash, as has said the doctor
to nme of nerves who has visited to me - extended its forefinger with

i ndignation is that that doctor has been believed who | amgoing to hold al

al ong here with his sinapisnos that she wants with the amount of noney that
costs to ne hourly that | remain here? How many things | will not be able to
do if | arrive at the Earth and my conpany before the news arrive to them from
whi ch Nicholas van Rijn still remains alive? Indeed | have been discussing
with the engineer of the station in which we were saying to himthat first
that it must do is to use the head and at the sanme time that if my spaceship
is not quick to | eave tonorrow these places at noon, will have themto do with
me. So that you will return to the Earth with us, he is not that? Wace did not
answer i medi ately. Sandra had foll owed the nerchant to the room She lead a
wheel chair, and had a so white and weak aspect that the heart of Wace was
altered. Its hair was a pale cloud on al mohadoén that it had supported his
head. It gave the aspect of which the tact would be cold. But their eyes had
much vivez, imense, the infinite brilliance of the | ukewarm Earth seas; and
she, smled to him - My lady - it whispered. - Ch, comes she here also - an
apple of the fruit one said Go Rijn choosing that was next to Wace- we are
going to continue our interrupted trip, perhaps, w thout so nany enotions in

our trip. - Put a lewd glance on her these enotions we will reserve themfor

| ater on the Earth, when we have returned to normality, he is not that? - If
nmy |ady has the force sufficient as to travel - Wace excl ai mred. One seated,
his knees could not have to himof foot during long tinme. - Ch, if - it

mur mured nothing else is to follow the diet that has been prescribed to ne, to
rest nmuch. - worse Things can do you you exclaimed Go Rijn, finishing the
appl e and taking an orange. - it is not a very advisable thing - Wce-
protested we | ost many crew nmenbers when it cruise of the air fell on waters
of the Cceans. It would not have... - Nor a sinple maid to take care of to ne?

- Sandra straightened up nervous, but it maintained his genuine amability
after all the experiences that we have happened | nust forget what we did and
what we carried out, and to be so correct and to be so formal with you Eric?



this would be the nost idiot thing of the world, when we have scal ed t oget her
hills of the Sal menbrok, is not thus? and when we have passed so many
difficulties the one next to the other. The pul se of Wace was accel erat ed.
They go Rijn, throwing to the ground the skin of the orange, said: - Wth a
little luck, the good Gentl eman, we can send nuch noney, if it is Hs will. |
cannot know each one the nen of the Conpany, as prom sing young people as you
and that they entertain thenselves in small trips of the space |like this one.
Now | want to take to the Earth and to | ook for for you a wage and a work |ike
which it agrees to him If she wanted to renenber that norning upon the Cborch
nount, Wace thought, by its own honmbria, could al so renenber | ess pleasant

things and nmention themin level words. It was the nmoment Was still very weak
torise. Alittle was shaken, but it got to find the glance of Go R jn and
said with voice lasts and rage flood: - Indeed, that is the way easiest to

reach the salvation of its own responsibility. Conprela! Sobdrnene wth any
thing to forget as Sandra seated wi thout no class gives shelter in a room
woul d go, until of exhausted DES May and as it lately gave the rest us of food

that it had left... as i nyself | worked and | forged in ny brain and of total
heart, to be able to | eave that place in which we faced to win a battle. No,
it does not interrupt to nme. | already know that you al so have taken part in

it. You fought during the naval fight because she did not have anot her

el ection, did not have no place where to hide. You found a dirty and

di sagreeabl e way to have the obstacl es and, disadvantages that appeared to us
in deni ed el aci ones of La Paz. You have talent for this class of things. And
you al so gave sone suggestions. | admt everything to it. "But, why it served?
Al that served to say to me: "Beamthis"! Now it is necessary to construct
this. I had to do it without no class of human aid, and with equi pnrent of
stone, another age. | had to design, At that nmonent any stupid idiot one even
could have said to ne: "Ll évame to the Moon" only made lack brain to be able
to make it! "lts | eadership, was sinply transformed to take a walk froma part
to another one, chatting and di scussing, politiqueando, eating |ike

hi popot anpb, while Sandra di ed of hunger in Daw nach, neverthel ess, you were
the one who took all the credit of the subject and now you she thinks nyself
that | amgoing to return to, the Earth, to seat to ne behind a good arnthair
and to pass to ne the rest of nmy life crossing to ne of arns and bei ng cal m
while you to char it with loa others. He is not thus? - he is already worth! |
cannot prevent that you hate the society, but can throw to himof ny side. You
can take the then part that agrees to himand... Wace saw how Sandra wat ched
to him burdens, and that with the eyes requested to himit stopped. - | go
away - he finished. They go Rijn one had swall owed the orange and he returned
to his sandw ch during char it of Wace. Now relania the fingers, inhaled with
force its cigarette, and said with certain kindly air: - If it thinks that I
have taken the way easiest to work, she is that you are very optimstic. | am
of fering hima work of inportance, not for no reason but because | believe
that you can make it better than ualquiera ¢ on the Earth. H m prom ssory note
which the work is worth in himself. And | assure to himthat you will work for
which | pay to him Wce made a face. - He continues and if he wants to insult
tonme in public if he wishes it - he said Go Rijn- but nowl amgoing to go to
the Earth and to find ne who was the one that put the punp on the cruise and

will take care of nyself of him At the same time | will take care of which ny
small Italian nme of sandwi chs like which | want. Death and dynamite, this
peopl e want to end my bones killing to nme of hunger. - a sign Did and it

separated of themin friendlier tone. Sandra approached its wheel chair and put
its hand on the one of Wace. It was a lukewarm slight tact like a leaf in
Cctober, but it burned. As if the voice cane fromvery far, he heard that he
said to him - He hoped that this arrived, Eric. It is better than you

i ncl ude/understand it now. |, that I was born to govern... mnmy conplete life
has been a governnent, he is not asi? | know of which |I am speaking. | know
that there are many individuals that are heads of expeditions but that do not
have tal ent nor to indicate the way that nmust make foll ow their people. If.
But this one is not one of them Wthout him you and | would sleep in the



death over the sea of Achan. - But... - you conplain to You which he made you
make t he things hardest and of than he used your talent, he is not asi? C ear
that he did it. It is not the work of the directors doing the things by

t hensel ves. Its work consists of ordering, persuading, directing, bribing,
even, even that, causing that the others do as nuch what is due to do, if they
think that it nust or that does not have to becone, if is possible or no, is
the work of a | eader. You say that it went discussing, speaking all along,
maki ng j okes, and other things to nake an inpression to the native ones. He is
not that? Naturally! Sonebody had to do it. W were nonsters, foreigners who
we were going to even suplicar to them Perhaps you or | could begin |ike

def ormed beggars and finish being |ike kings? "You say that it bribed, who
lay, that killed, that politiqued, that killed several to lay way. Yes. | do
not say that it was right. But | do not say either that it recreated in it.

Per haps but you can say that there was another way by which to be able to save
our lives and power to return to the Earth? O, perhaps, to even cause that

t hose people could live peacefully like whomthey have? - Good, good... - the
man wat ched at the distant spot through the wi ndow. He thought that it would
be a very pleasant thing to be able to live in the interior, about the

battered Earth horizon. - Good, perhaps - each word said he to the aim
silabeando I... | believe that | was too severe. But, anyway, you know that we
al so played our role. Wthout us, he... - | create, that without us, it had
found some other way to return to house - it but without himinterrupted, no.

She shook the head. Its face was put red of rage and in such a way that nor
the Iight of the sun of the outside could disguise it. It thought, in a sudden
reflection: After all, she is a woman, and the wonen |ive nore for the next
generation who what we can live the nen. In addition, she does it of one nore
a nore special way, since the life of a planet can exert influence in the
children who she has, and she is the purest and significant aristocrat in of
the word. The one that he is the father of the next Duke of You decrease, she
can be old, heavy, without no attractive, and unconscious, incapable one to
see it like any thing if not like a sinple episode. Nothing matters that the

worman sees himlike a man. O course, a day | will have much to be thankful to
himto both. - I... - Sandra took a somewhat confused air. Its glance seened
to want to fornulate an unexpected request | believe that it will be better
than it goes to nme and it lets to you rest - after a little while of silence
it continued -: it is not as strong as it says. To perhaps it needs ne.

The End



