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“Buy One Get One Free! pgia
Spectacular Flowering Fuchsia Trees... £24%

Drlppmg With Blooms All Summer Long!” Kk

ght, instant impact and vibrant W s -3 . ., SAVE £24.99!
cnlour to your garden or patio from S ¥ —
now 'til the first frosts of winter!

JFcisies s an absolte mst for any symer
flowering display. and a firm avoure or
ﬁxrdeners throughout the UK. With layer upon
fayer of delicate petals they are breatftakingly
beautiful and uniquely shaped — what's more;
they e versatile, easy to grow and perform
superbly all summer long!

skilfully grown over last winter, these stunning.

“Fuchsia Columns” (or “Fuchsia Trees") will be’

delivered direct to your door at around 0.8-1m (3ft) S
- make a dramatic Sl

impact on your pato, terrace or framing a door or

gatew: .

We have alimited numher of these mature, well

© Smothered in spectacular
blooms all summer long!

o Trim into classic "standards”
with ease.

o Perfect for patio pots, or
framing a door or gateway.

o Buy One Get One Fr
SAVE £24.99!

o Don't miss out! Limited stock...
first come first served!

Flowering Fuchsia Trees
0.8-1m Potted Plants ® JUST £24.99
Exclusive Offer LIMITED TIME ONLY
Buy One Get One Free! SAVE £24.99!

3 EASY WAYS
TO ORDER NOW!

EXTRA BONUS OFFER [“hieasesinoTO:  Offer AG654, YouGarden, YOURPAYMBNTDETALS e deeta Ok pacbirs
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s, Anne presenls hertop 16,
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Garden news
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“Atthe time of writing this column the
warin Ukraine is stll ongoing and | can
only hope that when you come to read
these words those poor, innocent people

4 cnatoget 9 “Growingthese | may be closer to a peaceful resolution. |
planting my bulbs versatile plantsis @ mention this because | wanted to direct
< || forsummer says Ruth ’ . s0 satisfying” says Graham f§  you to Toby Buckland'’s column on page
© A 58, in which

and the Ukraine are inextricably linked
and indeed why the sunflower is the
national symbol of that great and sadly
beleaguered country and also their
national sign of peace. Toby asks us
to plant sunflowers this year to show
our solidarity with the Ukrainian people
and I am joining him in that
request Let us all pray for
} peaceful resoldtion in the
hope that ians will
be free again.
rry Coward-Williams,

Contact us:
W Subscriptions: 0330 333 1113

W Editorial: 0330 3903732

1 Emoit omaeugardeningauurenetcom
2 £ Here e the best s o creste o W Advertising: 0330 390656

fragrant summer garden” says Hazel @-
. '. Rogul

Cover: Pelargonium ‘Prince of Orange’ (pic: Alamy)
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Gi¥dening Week €

with AG's gandemng expert Ruth Hayes

S an sl cchinacea
“Green Twister'

end manred and Im rady
tostr panting o

Plantmg bulbs for summer

The variety is huge and colour is guaranteed, says Ruth

"M ke a chil

a sweet shop at

notchespleatesendhe gabs eat

this time of year,
centres fil up with all the promise.
and colours of summer plants.

Bulbs are one of the easiest ways of

Thsy can be treated with a nematode

(microscopic parasite) in summer and a

chemical when the weather is cooler.
Jternat

between
late spring and autumn and they are
some of tne brightest and best plants
available for us to grow:
Alstroemeria, agapanthus, begonias,
lus, dahlias, echi

trays of water with no overhanging
plans~ the adls cart svim oy <0
they can'treach your plan

L e yeor e brimened outand

gladioli and liies — so many
wonderful plants in every
colourimaginable.

We already have lots of
alliums, crocosmia and

dahlias and a canna iy

potted upin the

greenhouse and on

windowsills, already starting to

shootwith this year's growth.
me of

Feeding returing

gorgeously scented freesias
ind an unusual echinacea
called ‘Green Twister’ that
has pale pink petals which

seating area for when they flower.

, others
salvaged from last year and | only had
one fatality. I kept a dahiia n its

planting | went

garden and fed returning bulb shoots
ith a multipurpose granular fertiliser,

forking itin and watering afterwards.

container through winter but when|
|

nd the compost was home to several
ine weevil grubs.

These nsidous pests damage plants
atall stage of their Iif

bulb mMarch
or April,we always advise that f you live
inthe north of England or Scotland, or

your garden s high up or exposed, wait

.,35,2,, Planting

freesias

Keep frostfree undercover initially

Start filling your pot with
compost and add in some
blood, ish and bone.

Place the freesia bulbs 3in
(9cm) deep and roughly in
(2cm) apart, noses facing upwards.

Cover with more compost,
leaving room for watefing at
the top, and firm it down.

Label and water and keep in a
frostfree spot until the weather
by

Frenacem comamere The acuts o
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before planting summer bulbs.



Aditional help: Plants sometimes need a helping
hand to do their best and next week| show you
how and whento use supplements.

Some bulbs need extra care [p,opiems

Start undercover or make sure soil drains very well

How to tackle rotting and pests

A

Bulbs will ot in heavy,
waterlogged soll 5o before
planting dig in wellrotted manure
and compost with added grit. If your
= Soilis very heavy, grow in containers
) Echinaceas are  ate summer star but instead for the best results.
oy need cae ot planting time

LTHOUGH most summer clay as it holds water, which increases
bulbs can now, f panel,righ,
there are some that don't anhowto avoid ths).
iike the slow, cold startto our  Echinaceas are another summer

summers and need

up i frest hem tothe soi.

‘These ‘prairie garden”
stalwarts are one of my.

Dahlia, begonia and canna

——
tubers are the main ones that

need awarmer start, so y/ favourites as they are eye-
after you have potted \ catching plants, bloom late. Scarlet lly beetles will decimate
them up keep themina when other plants are plants given a chance so watch
frost-free greenhouse, in startingtoflag and attract | for them. Pesticides will work but|
aporchoronasunny. awide range of pollinating | prefer to use a deterrent made by
lightindoors. Grazers zers.co.uk, © 01768

Keep their compost Begonia tubers 800555) which stops adilts laying
damp, nottoowet, andthey . strting to sprout ggs on your plants. Re-apply every
should soon start to shoot " wetwintersoi soitsalwaysa | 10 days or so
Once they are large enough you elief

from our plants 3
Ifyou want o g butworry mpost and plant

them outin borders or tubs. aboutthe wetness of your soil,an option  on itso they are raised siightly offthe

Tubers and bulbs dislike wet,heavy  is to make alow mound of soil, gritand  surrounding ground.

St o o o An .
byse.'ép Planting echinacea in free-draining soil
v

Healthy echinacea WLsciEiy | T s Infill with soi and firm it
roof

bulbs have lots of site 50 dig in lots of well- ts and then nestle down lightly, label the
hairy roots sprouting from  rotted organic matter and  the bulb among the compost  site then water well. Keep.
underneath a curled, add fertiiser such as blood, and fertiiser so its pointed  checking the shoots haven't
pinkish tip. fish and bone or Growmore.  snout s at soillevel. been pulled up by birds.
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Gi¥dening News 2

The latest news aw what tr grow in the UK

Best new flowers
to try for 2022

Marc Rosenberg offer his choice of latest
flower varieties you can grow from seed
become commonplace with
climate change. Breeders
have even unvelled new
varieties that won' succumb
topesky diseases such as
busy

This season hasn't p\av@d
nost

from seed is one of
the greatest joys of
gardening. While
we alllove he reassurance
of arieti
expenmentmg it \ates&

nation's favourite Dasume is
always a voyage of discovery.
Despite the challenges of
the pandenic, breeders have
been hard atworecreating

and exclushve' launches hat
were commonplace inthe
pre-Covid era. That's not
surprising, as UK seed houses
worked flat-out to despatch

@

Helianthus ‘Soluna Lemon’

TopTp <
Plant at the back of
borders to lluminate
fences and walls
with vibrant

1
u

WHEN it comes to sunflowers, small really is beautiful. After
years of racing to bring out the showiest, most enormous

]

iloredto duri blooms,
easierand lockdown:

L times, th Helanthus: smuna Lemun can stillcimb to 4ft (120cm)
2022 that shrug offthe ingin the wingsto  : but ful, softye span just 3in (8cm).
extremes of heat and drought s AG® 1, bl iy

s
pick of the best 2022 flower
seed launches for youtotry
outthis spring

—wishful thinking for a great
British summer, perhaps, buta
scenariothat's predicted to

plants, o clusters of dainty flowers, which each sport dark
centres,still create an incredible display.
From: “& kingsseeds.com © 01376 570 000,

Sanwvitalia ‘Yellow and Black Eye’

Dead-head spent
flowers regularlyto
keep new blooms
cominguntil

' A

Echinacea ‘Paradiso Super-Duper’

Once plants are
established, they
can be divided in
nor
spring

inflowers o the
e minssunoveer hats beanored 0 Colght
hanging baskets, window boxes and containers,

Echinacea'
informal,
muum infsrstyear(oreatnews for mpatertgardeners)

Duper g

Growing o jus )
boast eye-catching dark centres.

stoms of up to B0cm high,

Fora reaiwon-factor ispay plants canbe grownsolo
hanging baskets blend
b

‘The strength ofits stems is a key benefit, helping plants to
tops

with other b
Lizies s rling peturiesforaict ofcoloue
: “% thompson-morgan.com 2 0844 573 1818,

6 AMATEUR GARDENING 26 MARCH 2022

solls.
From: Johnsons Seeds is in-store only —find your local stockist

at: 2 jonnsons-seeds.com



Zinnia Jazzy Red’

Top Tp
Zinnias are sun
lovers and put

greatdisplay- o

grownin large
containers ‘
ZINNIAS turn up the heat in summer displays and the
‘raspberry and cream’tones of new ‘Jazzy Red" will set pots
and borders ablaze from July unti the fist rosts. Plants are

bushy and boast incredible flower power, with the first blooms.
bursting open within three months of sowing.

Larkspur ‘Fancy Belladonna’

7N

¥ Flower spikes rise to

THE tall, upright spires of new Larkspur ‘Fancy Belladonna’
hark back to the Cottage gardens of yesteryear, Creating a
charming, nostalgic atmosphere, spikes of stylish llac blooms.
come thick and fast between June and September.

Larkspur is the annual cousin of delphinium — another

willincrease in frequency due to global warming, this novelty

a newcomer, it boasts the vigour that's a modern take on an
old favourite, helping p\ams o grow apidlyinasumy spot,

2o welplaced o sug o wealhr exemes because
. Fror

its both heat F
01376 570 000, tore onty. Findlocal stockistat 3 johnsons-seeds com.
Sweet pea ‘Primrose’ Impatiens (busy Lizzie) ‘lmara Mixed"

Tap Tp ‘
It can scramble to
6ft (1.8m), so provide

summer colour

'Tap T'z/)",

“Imara’ busy Lizzies
thrive in shade, s0
use them tojazz up
adreary comerof
the garden

WEET dthe test of time
lesscandthercholce s o even bette hanksothe

BUSY LI the 2
livesin recent years. To combat the problem, which s most

Pri icks all
the boses:fowers e el scomed an oy e herdon
long, strong ster

i ghes weather resistance and easy cuttingfor the vase,

Impatiens ‘Imara Mixed’ - a new mildew-resistant busy Lizzle.
‘Sold as young plants before, now you can get hold of seed

{oraise youroun plants athome. A pack of 30"mara iked

that's just 10 pence per plant;

Itis the flowers’ pale-yellow t this

“something that breeders have been trying to achieve fora

a'ramon ofthe costof buymg potgroun busy Lizzes ot
the co:

while’. From: & mr-fothergils co.uk % 033:

and pots. From ol 0844 7304305,

26 MARCH 2022 AMATEUR GARDENING 7



2 gardeningexpress [Zs

for everyone's gurden

‘Colourful Giant Mophead Hydrangea
Great Quality Plants at amazing prices!

Giant Pink Hydrangea XXXL Plants

Wow! These plants are monsters, and can throw up
maybe 30 strong flower heads this year.

A wonderful variety with huge flowers, often found

in high class florist bougquets. Supplied as powerful
well established plants in approx 10 litre containers, fg
these are larger plants, and this offer is great value

for a specimen of this size and age.

Hydrangea Magical Iliy:_raangl B:‘auﬁful -
ndigo ants
Pearl X%e(l- Plants - -~ v These plants can be expected to

Our special Hydrangeas are
quaranteed chunky healthy
plants, that wil flower well all

summer and i to early Autumn.

This large flowered mop head
variety has huge blooms, up to
the size of a football when fully
established and these literally
cover the plant all summer.
Supplied as well established
plants in approx 7-10 litre
containers.

Welcome to Gardening Express!

throw up maybe 30 strong flower
heads in their first flowering
season in your garden.
Hydrangeas put on good
amounts of healthy growth each
year and quickly establish, and
produce massive, bright flower
clusters even when planted ina
dull, shady spot. Supplied as
powerful well established plants
in approx 10 litre containers.

If you've not purchased from us before, you've just discovered
awell-kept secret that gardeners in the know have been enjoying for years.
The comerstones of our business are quality, service and value for money. JEER AT
READERS

We think you'll agree that we have some great deals.

s Bt - Founde & Pk

Buy now Order Exclusively Online Now - Visit We opert online

excusively o bring

el GardeningExpress.co.uk/MagDeals i

quaiy prices and

Pl Don'tforoet o check out our ful site for a range of ather amazing bargains [
stocks last! GET AN EXTRA 10% OFF THESE OFFERS USING CODE AG37 AT THE CHECKOUT* direct toyour door

il
Fulllo o, ¥10%

pln
28




~ Yo . ¥
DGE¥dening Week

Ready to rockery!

Mulch with gravel to
improve drainage

Give your alpine treasures some spring love, says Ruth

INTER s a tough time for
rockeries, fock gardens
and alpines planted up in
containers and elsewhere

in the garden

Although

overgrown by weeds.
With spring well under way now, take

with AG's gar-dem,'né expert Ruth Hayes

Visit Hever Castle in Kent and
adnmire its glorious daffodils kg
vmas.

25-27 March: Spring Plant Fair and
Orchid Show, RHS Wisley, Wisley,
Woking GU23 6GB. Meet the
growers and purchase quality plants
from 30 specialist nurseries. Browse
the orchid show for dazzling
displays and plant sales. Normal
garden admission: Adult£14.95,
child £7.45. Open 10am-4pm.
001483 224234; /) ths.0rG.uk/
gardensiwisley

April: Jekka's Open Day:
Jekka's, Shellards, Lane, Alveston
BS3535Y. Visit Jekka's Herbetum
and buy herbs. Entry via bookable
coupons. 10am-4pm. 201454
418878; /b jekkas.com

pril: Fair,

and give them some TLC.

ol

g
iitle nottofare so
wellin our mild, wet winders.

They are often low-growing, which

them. Give them a gravel Muich so the
lower leaves are raised off the soil.

especially among their lower leaves and
roots ifthey are left to sit on continually
wet sollor

looms fade to
encourage more buds and feed them
witha t

Occupation Road, Worsley,
Manchester, M28 2L, Adult£12.
FreetoRHS and Plant Heritage
members. Open 10am-5pm; © 0161
5036100; F plantheritage.org uk
April: Plant hunters' air:
Bodenham Arboretum, Wolverley,
YI15TE

s poor drainage.
Their

Don'toverfeed as th

10am-4pm; %% planthuntersfairs.co.
uk;

s easy for them to become smothered
d debris, and

pace and
become spindly, and dor't overwater as

Spectacular, Hole Park Gardens,
Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4JA. £10 for

A wide range of plants wil thrive
in a rockery. Try herbs, pasque
flowers, Sempervivum, rock roses and
dwart bulbs. Spreading plants such
as Vinca minor, aubfieta and hardy

geraniums will help block weeds.

Growing in a rockery or trough

Ifyou don't have a rockery, create

amini alpine garden in an old
sink or trough. Use John Innes No 3
as the growing medium with plenty of
added grit,and muich the plants with
gravel for an atractive finish.

dlults and £2.50 for children (5 to
16). The gardens are open from flam
10 6pm. @ 01580 241344 or Email
info@holepark com.

14-20 April: Dazzling Daffodils,
Hever Castle, Edenbridge, Hever
TN 7NG. 60,000 daffodil bulbs are:
blooming across the gardens. Free
quided tours by experts are
avalable, 1.30am and 2pm
1001732 865224; 3 hevercastle.
couk

B As the UK reopens after Covid
we would ike to hear aboutany.

. ruth hayesafuturenet.com

25MARCH 2022 AMATEUR GARDENING ©




Gi¥dening Week 8

with AG's gardening expert Ruth Hages

Work off a plank
on saturated soil

oy stoms are causing more damage.
Bt you can mininis the dangers

Be prepared for storms

Ruth suggests ways of protecting gardens from damage

few days after
St Eus baunced her way
across the UK, leaving many

p the damage

becoming weak
and dangerous.

Plan ahead to
help protect

Compacted soll, especially clay,
less absorbent and more likely
1o flood, 5o dig in lots of manure
and compostto open it up and help
it soak up heavy rain.

b e

Wind isn't Heavier
falls lead to floodin

leftin her wake.

vaterlogging an tis xcess water

large plantsthatare more lly
to be blown over. Store hanging

uch
February, as well as Arwen and Barra in
November and December 2021, are

forces oxygen outot he sol causing
plants to drown.

becoming

aware of potential problems in the
garden when they are forecast.

youwil
structure. ff you absolutely must go on
your soilto dig in compost or manure,

immense damage so make sure raiings
and fences are stable, their panels

and on a plank as this distributes
weight evenly.
You can't completely protect your

d reinforced if

g damage, but by

necessary.

thetips
andgive

pl
ones.
should be checked regularly to make

abetter chance of recovery.

Hurdles are ideal for fitering
wind, rather than blocking

it completely which can cause

destructive eddies and surges

elsewhere in the garden.

Safeguard trees and structures

Remove dead and spindly

branches that can break in high
winds and cause damage. Make sure
e and

until
calmer conditions return.

Don't walk on flooded lawns,
but once the water has drained

‘away, tread carefully and aerate the.

sodden area with a garden fork.

Make sure vines, climbers and
climbing and rambling roses

are tied in securely to stop them

whipping about, damaging

young trees are
tread down surrounding sl If it i

10/ AVATEUR GARDENING 26 MARCH 2022

injuring
passers-by.



Unlock tax-free
cash from
your ho

Be free from monthly
mortgage repayments

Find out how much tax-free cash you
could access. Equity release may involve
a lifetime mortgage which is a loan
secured against your home, or a home
reversion plan. It reduces the value of
your estate and requires paying off any
existing mortgage. The money released,
plus interest, will be repaid upon death
or moving into long-term care. Equity

roece iy et TR Age
means-tested benefits now or in the

future. A personalised illustration will Pa rtnersh i p

explain features and risks. The UK’s No.1 Equity Release Advisor*

To find out how much cash you could release, or to request your FREE guide, call

Freephone 0808 145 0169

or visit agepartnership.co.uk/gardening

“Based on tha volume of plans from & pane of lenders G 2021 - Q3 2021. Age Partnrship s a rading name of Age Partnrship Limited 2200
5 hority, F s

Gentury Way, Thorpe Park, Leads, LS5 628, and rog 5452
oo o s h e Corect s rmm o . S ’ =
Tite: Name: Date of Birth:
Address:
Postcode: Tel Areyoua 2
y you are happy for egarding products and sarvicss

auiry. tact you a
please visi www.agepartnership.co.uk/privacy or o réquest 10 0pt out at any time, email enduiries@agepartnership.com
argsingl 7 har22



Gi¥dening Week 8

with AG's gardening expert Puth queJ’

; Pepper dus deters:
2 pesand s

By scttring those mived anue seds U8
you can create a border full of summer colour

We love some easy gardening

Hardy annuals are simple to sow and grow, says Ruth

NE of the most exciting things
about this time of year s that
the soilis generally warm
enough to sow hardy annual

seeds directly.

Half hardy seeds still need starting off
undercover. but their hardier cousins will

sweet peas in a few weeks' time.
W The C

Sowing direct

Scatter seeds on prepared soil

Choose a sunny spot and

remove stones and weeds,
then rake the soil ntiltis fine and
crumbly. Water well

2 Scaterthe seeds a5ty es

types of seed compost - peatfree,
homemade and compost containing
peat - have germinated and developed
their firstsets of ‘proper” leaves

The seediings growing in peat are stil

hinly into a
prepared seedbed outside now.
Thlsweek “Quickand

nes in homemade
compost have had to fight against weed

{inned fnecessary when ey
appear) then cover with a ltte soil
and firm it down gently. Label, and!
use pepper dust to protect the
seeds from birds and cats.

ofthe

Weeds.

Eas

vanelles \nc\udmg poppies, corn
ockles, stocks and calendulas.
Sown now they will thive in a sunny

as Ihaven't

thanin the
slimmer stemsthan the others.

Spariced arevolution) but hey il be:

now reatly to poton
peat-

patch of well-prepared soil. | have sown  and | have moved leftover so
o free, a T o John

ot of afternoon sun. | have already. equal parts of sieved soll, Innes Nol
friendh nd, fi their

perennials there and will add a stand of

ally. John
Innes No 1 compost, which contains peat.

fortunes change.

AG seed compost trials: 8 weeks after sowing

PEAT FREE COMPOST

7/
f

in peat compost

and they seem to have thinn

2 ANATEUR GARDENING 26 MARCH 2022

HOMEMADE COMPOST

PEAT COMPOST

The 10 germinated
robust and are gro
have the sturdiest




123 Foothall
Club Jigsaw
Puzzles

Reg. Price £19.99
20*OFF [

All puzzles are
updated for 2022!

Each one is available as a
400 piece puzzle.

There are an amazing 123 cluds 1o
collect, Each diferent jigsaw fectures
a stumingly ilstrated cartoon image:
of afootball club, with ciub honours,
fabulous facts and so much more.

Al 92 clubs in th top four divisions
in England are availabl, as well

as various non-feague clubs and 18
teams from Scotland.

The finshed puzzles have been
updated for 2022 &nd are an
impressive 47cm x 32c when buit
and all are avalable as 2 400 pece
puzle (ages 7 to aduh).

- st
e = -
sy | | | S
utvrmmn § Carif iy | b i T i MowportComty s Couey i Totesham Hospr -
|G| e | o | o | iy | e
| e | L e | S
= Ounoit | oM | Uty | bunfes | St |
iR s - e e
| O | oo | Gkl | Ddonthuie | OelVebedy | Vel s coueg e i
GmiganCty | Owered | fubn | Linpad T | Swmshryfom | Wiom At u-mmum;mnv ¥y
e e T I L e =
Bl Doy | Gyl | Mibsod | Pobtomgt | Sotwild | Wed
foloronkoos | Cowyiom | HonibaAagmil | Machesalty | PoociAge | Sbwoe | WycombWaes | el
Vatetin | Ca ot et BTy S el
e i | g | Mom | oot | S| e
Brighton & Hove Altion © - Dery Conry Hoarts Mdestrough Preston Norh End Stockgort Caty
porri eer S i S o G ey Sl
3 beve e R vt

D T T e pe——

BuyNow! cal 0844 848 2823" i)
quote ref. AGT7A to receive your 20% discount. o
orvistwww.happypuzzie.co.uk/footy
il =
Pameriberts auote AGTTAtoget | I
your SPECIAL OFFER price. | cPuz2e | (el
O ance 1 3o 316 A 2021




GiFdening Week &

the soll hes been pre-warmed before
planting yours o
=

Leave the fruits to
= mature as long as they.
are safe from frosts, then
cutwith a good length §*

with Bob Flowerdew, AG's ngamc gnrdemng cxpwt

Bob’s top tips
for the week

BST starts this weekend, so use

that extra hour for gardening.
The sun will be brighter, so watch
outfor gy

zBetter butternuts

They may be different to other squash, but with a bit of
care your butternuts will be better than ever, says Bob

NCREASINGLY popular butternuts

continental climates and they sulk in
which

from mid-late summer and they are
wonderful stored for winter use.

would be just OK for other squashes.
“This means it is best to pre-warm their

They pecies to our

Y
marrows, courgettes and
pumpkins, which were long
ago derived mostly from
Cucurbita pepo, whereas
butternuts are more

recent and developed

squashes. And all parts of the

5,
& Mounding over bare ¥

coverings and to plant out only

n the weather has warmed
up the soil a bit more than
for,say, courgettes.

 other difference

| from most squash family

members s that their
| long trailing stems

root easily, soit's
scentageaus tohelp

is by mounding over bare

increases the feeding. sections of stems, thereby
P increasing the feeding capacity

Unfortunatel

lgger crops. However,
be careful not

also makes them a tad trickier. Originally
tral butternut

overcrop, a2 yourmay thenget oo many

7 from
much happier with hotter, more

mall frui
feanin pmpcmon to seeds and skin.
Itis also prudent

“All parts of the
plant are edible,
even the leaves”

fruitsto set; this makes the plants grow
strongarand cany s larger cro et
ithermore, when autumn comes,
oo the s tomature a8 lang 2 they
e safe from frosts, and then cut with a
goodlength fstamsothey stoe wel.
Store in a warm dry place and rest them

ATEUR GARDENING 26 MARCH 2022

airy—anetisideal,

Deadhead earlier flowering
bulbs and shrubs to improve

flowering next year by not wasting

resources on ripening seeds.

Inspect remaining stores of
apples, spuds, onions and roots
or process any that look
dubious before they're gone over:

Sow first batches of peas,

parsnips and carrots, with
the latter two kept under fleece
protection to keep the cursed
fly from thelr roots.



Geranium
Breeder’s Mix

EASY TO GROW IN SUN OR SHADE

ORDER ONLINE

havloft

rare | unusual | exciting

WEED-SUPPRESSING
GROUNDCOVER
GUARANTEED TO

TO SEPTEMBER

World renowned Geranium
breeder Marco Van Noort has
agreed for us to offer you a
unique collection of fully hardy
Geraniums which will weave o
tapestry of colour.
Marjory Fish created a garden

lbrook Manor and
used to say “when in doubt
plant a Geraniur"

We agree, as they are incredibly
floriferous, one of the easiest
plants to grow, attractive to bees
yet unpalatable to rabbits and
slugs. Create undulating pillows
of colour for groundcover or
plant individually.
Unfussy on soll conditions in
sun or part shade. Height and
spread of individual plants will
range from 15-90cm.

Your order is covered by our
No Quibble Guarantee and will
be confirmed together with a copy
of our latest catalogue. Your bare
roots will be delivered in 7 days -
the perfect time for planting.

A RARE
OPPORTUNITY TO
BUY AN EXCLUSIVE

GERANIUM
GUARANTEED TO
FLOWER IN SUMMER

Ploasesond | ttem Code price [aty [Total

SxBareroots | BRGEROS-AGIZZ2 | £10
T0xbare roots | BRGERIO-AGI222 | £15

hayloft.co.uk/,
PHONE
03333582006
Lk k| |4

Address Pep(ukont) | 11 [eses
ot
o detit my Vclcstacars
i - caso| LI TLELTTT
e L e[ [ ee| ]
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Gardening Week @

with Val Bwu, AG 5 nguc ult(d[lﬁ expent

and Rnsy Hafc el Al Stest of ATch
Bul cultural

Allve and digg

Lo |
Marc Hamer's book.
Seed to Dust

ing

The British garden is definitely alive and well, says Val

FEW weeks ago, a national
newspaper asked me to write.

Pavilion entitied All about Plants. Four

Golaustio gowih el
of the same colour.

Horticulture has changed. You cannot
blame the RHS for Brexitor plant
passports, which make for extra
paperwork, or for website sales that
arrive daily and need packaging up.

gardens, and less paperwork for health
and safety would help enormously.

o cutalong story short, though, the
British garden s defintely alive and well,
and I'm sure you'll agree with that
sentiment. Its backed up by evidence
‘Think back to lockdown, when we hadto
scramble for seeds and plants via the
internet, because we couldn't gettothe:
garden centre. Lots of people who'd
never gardened before took up the
trowel —and | hope they'e stillusing it

Iam very pleasedto getoutand

1 had to queue and some varieties had
already sold out. There were plenty of
young gardeners, with childrenin tow,
buying vegetable seeds, potatoes,
anions and shallots. | went o snowdrop

sales, 100, and they always remind me
of | o

acolumn about the apparent UK charity, fast a
derise of shion, mental

based on two previous articles by non-  and the wonders of We love our g 1

gardeners. One featured 's a great opp four rooki g

use of North Kensington, to greater things. book called Seed to Dust, by Marc

London, which! Ihaveto say, Hamer, abouta Wales.

appropriate to the rest of us. | can trial fiair andt

understand why those with shady plants forthe pastGyears, o RHShas - Marcisabilantovserver phiososher
i ditsiilis. und pleasure

resorttothis, though. After all, it graces However, 4 g gardening

the parterteatthe National Tusts. to quote that wellknown Bob Dyl does. It ke

Civeden song I

the
at Chelsea. Twenty-five:

and creates a siip hazard.
‘The other article reported that the.

years ago, there was a huge canvas tent,

ippling.

Royal Horticultural a

helsea

in the slightest

Fiower Show, by making every garden
devote 75% of its space to plants. This
it

aone-
/ay system because it was the most
visited area of all.

Itonly

These days fewer

o the Great

Chalses bcausaits mage-sxpanse

“Gardening
connects and
protects you”

[P ———

plsnts 1o defray the costs, as you can at
other shows. In recent times Avon Bulbs
and Hardy's Cottage Garden Plants, both
goidmedal-winning stalwarts, have

TIP Paving s the least wildife-
mend\ythmg SEEEIE

done38 years and 30 yearsespectiely,
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We must thank our

k. Use gravel

and grass as well.



Delphinium Red Lark
1 x 9cm potted plant £14:99

The delphinium

that everydne ONLY
wants to grow.. s, £12°°

& = = 3 x9cm potted plants £44.97 £29.99
F - IS @ Compact and sturdy
C ® Stunning border perennial
¥ y ® NEW FOR 2022
Bl B cohiniom Red Lark s asrkingly unusual flower colour
AXE NS beatngrigh, samon e s doubi onesbove
ne . ¢ moundsoffnelycut oiage.This e lowering varle
» A hasstronger stems and  compact growth habitwhich
s - maks taneaser Delphinum o managa than alr
\J Varietes. Height: 70cm (27°). Width: 37cm (15°)
Hunyoferends Aol S,
N PO e e foritay Despatch.
» SPECIAL BONUS OFFER
Delphinium Pacific Hybrids S
% P
0y

MAXICROP Plant Treatment
RO e vty o

L NATGOP o g oo
o -G e

ow
N ; S eyt o
ProsscidiiVios v

iy
e st s gt

www.thompson-morgan.com/TM_TS3918 | Tel: 0844 573 7414

s ot s g, s S

horpaon 4 ergan, e vt outobe 00% i vithan product ot o
& Morgan <pU M TSI918, Fop outa e 100% hp the Bthes e e o ot ok ke

X ind
st g s Tswich sufok W TEp e Yo ot 1 The o ok et P

ﬁ Thompson Preasesendic ) YOUR SATISFACTION GUARANTEED or your money back
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ECHINACEA GREEN TWISTER

An eye-catching Echinacea with unusual lime
green and purple blushed summer flowers. A

favourite amongst pollinators. Height 60-80c.
7cm pot plants supplied

BUY ONE CLEMATIS WINTER BEAUTY FOR £11.99 OR TWO FOR £19.98 SAVE £4

Create a show-stopping feature in the garden with nodding white [ DESIGNER HOSTA WHITE FEATHER
blooms that are beautifully flared. ‘A striking Hosta producing Impressive creamy
A spectacular and unique evergreen Clematis that produces waxy pure white,  white leaves and show-stopping lavender flowers
bell-shaped flowers in the depts of winter from December through to February.  in late summer. Height S0cm.
The pretty flowers sit nicely against lush evergreen foliage which will give an all  First-grade loose rooted plants supplied.
‘year-round blanket of texture covering walls. Tall 7cm pot plants supplied. BUY 1 FOR £4.99 OR 2+1 FREE £0.08
wwwjparkers.co.uk/GA2022  [JIGIN3 Call 0161 848 1100 quote AMG500

oesrpton an s | posTTOL

s N e,
2 G Wik sty - SAVEE4 00

9
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|3 Ecrinaces Gren Twater- SWEVER£10
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sc hairloom roots.

GH¥dening Week [

wzﬂy Lucj Chandberlain, AG's ﬁwt aud veg expert,

Chantenay carrots are an excellent
jer plots if you want to
Sow in March i

Growing carrots

Carrots have a reputation for being tricky to grow, butthey‘re easier than you think,
says Lucy Chamberlain, as she reveals the secrets to growing these crunchy rools

ARROTS are among the UK's . brought
most popular vegetables, and ping results. Some
yetgrowing them at home can thi i
i ' pirog (such as Mr Fothergil's Optigrow range,
t ug! X
athisis 0
your best-ever year for carrots asthe
Light, carrot- dli t
grower's dream. Solf yours s h d
havebeen Vigentwil your hoe Iy helnied et

clay, g
of wel-rotted garden compost, sowing
into raised beds, or container growing.
Ifthe taprootis impeded, the resulting
crop quality will be poor.

Carrots can be notoriously siowto
germinate (they often take twothree

£ Dueto the individual seeds within the

“Keep the soil
warm and moist”

Youcanibe pullngroots ke Harlequin’
ing

Qermmauon the tendency s o sow
thickly, then thin later.Ifyou're growing
baby carrots thinning isn't necessary,
but for medium roots thin to fin (2.5cm)
apart, while for arge carots, thin to
2in (Scm). Do this when seedings are
3-4in (8-10cm) tal.
. sufﬁc\en( and
depending onthe flibe
Duling rosts 14 weeks fer sowing
if growing overwintering types, cutthe
leafy tops in late October and cover the
diills with an insulating layer of sraw,
orlift roots (tops removed) and store in
boxes of damp sand in a garage or shed.

26 MARCH 2022 AMATEUR GARDENING 19
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U . infor summer and autumn roots. If you
< have a stony plot, then you should look
for globe (Rondo') or Chantenay
(Cascade’) carrot varieties — otherwise,
Whanisow forrattesilyser Nantes, Berlicum or Imperator types

mFeb:
mature 7 ' varietiesin  m o lassic Autumn King'
deep b I i Tate-summer sowings:
I the
you'lbe puling as
roots by late Apri and wel d

Y¥dening Week

with Lucy Chandberlain, AG's ﬁw’t and veg expent

Imperator types are
an excellent choice
 March sovings

u Mar/April: Thva\athe\dea“lmem
getyour \gs of carrots

t at
puliings from October until March (cover
).

"Gold Nugget': A late maincrop F1
hybrid that stores wellinto the
winter from an August sowing. Deep-
yellow roots with a sweet flavour; in between! Delicious raw, and best
even the core is yellow. Excellent in  steamed rather than boiled. Sow:

casseroles and soups. Sow: Apri-May.  Aprik-June.

Mmmuuuuum
qouckj

s soiltemperatures warm and
spring growth emerges be reacly
with slug controls. Stock up o
organic pellets and carry out patrols
under pots and tubs.
fyou've sown seeds toothick and
2 e seacings.
water the tray or potfrom below, ot
above, to deter damping off.
Ifyou're keento sow peas or broad
Bt idoorsbutsol conditons
are stll claggy, don'trisk t. Sow
large modules instead as ese
crops hate waterlogging.
Dont be complacent aboLt spring
warmth — cold snaps ae stil ikely.
Keep frost-tender plants under cover
or wrap n fleece and bubblewrap.
Tip out the contents of your
B s Giner ol and
return i, or add well-rotted material
toyourveg beds,

Purple Haze’: This Nantes F1
hybrid has a deep-purple skin,
orange core and flesh somewhere

Nowiza good o
time to pr
outany mem
fig trees, just
Setore ey oy
f

Brown Turkey s reliable in
our climate; you can also
try Rouge de Bordeaux’

s and stripy PPanache

20 AMATEUR GARDENING 26 MARCH 2022

T

sow in March and April
e

3 of the best carrots to try this year

oy : The best white carrot
e Ve Fl hybrid has none of

the hairiness o bitterness associated

with other white varieties. Smooth,
sweet and melting when cooled.
‘Sow April-June.

WHILE it's popularto grow fruit
in pots, there aren't many that
actually benefit from it Figs are
an exception. By confining these
normally vigorous treesina
container you're effectively
“bonsai-ing’ them. This keeps them
compact (and therefore far more.
manageable), and encourages them
tobear fruit earlier n ther life (a
heavier crop is encouraged, too)
And now s an ideal time to plant
atree. Choose anon-porous
container that's at least 18in (46cr)
wide, deep and tall{tis prevents
roots from drying out).

Ensure drainage holes are.
adequate, then pot your tree up (a
John Innes No3 compost s ideal)
andssite tinfull sun. There are
plenty of varieties available - all
are self-fertile so only one tree is
needed. Brown Turkey'is very
reliable in our climate, but also look
for tastier ‘Rouge de Bordeaux”
and stripy ‘Panache".

a%________
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Next week: Focus on asparagus, thin out
direct-sown veg, plant maincrop potatoes,
arvest forced rhubarb and sow sweetcorn

Sow and harvest sprouting broccoli

SPROUTING broccoli —whether you *Burbank'is anew Briist-bred F1 hybrid

g purpl . There's
It tak

nearly ayear sprouting; “Claret’ as my

grow quite large, so ts often the.

preserve of those who have larger plots.
1 grow this crop n the Hall's kitchen

garden (s two thirds of an acre), but not

benchmark, which matures during March
and Apri, though you can also buy
summer-maturing types like ‘Santee”
that don't require exposure to cold in

Sow sprouting broccoli now in modules

home, However,every March eally . orderto crop. Undercover to transplant in June
ish | did have my Sow in modul .
its delcous. S0, motveed by lhough!s 31t im)
fast smothered p y.then harvestoncethe  planting site irrigate wellin dry spells,
sauce, I and cloak in butterfly netting in order
nitrogen and water,

White sprouting broccal s «equenny
sold under

feedintothe

Prlcklng out essentials

Keepyour seedingsintp-top

Moving delicate
seediings from the

warmth of their

propagator into cold

and subsequent otting,
50 move your bags of
compost into the warmth
of your greenhouse or
spare foom a day or s0
before pricking out.

Irtigating with cold

water can also give
your freshly pricked out
seedlings a nasty shock,
compost can cause shock o be sure to fill your
watering can the day
before, then move this
into your propagation
area or somewhere
similar to raise its content
1o room temperature.

fel the pot:

Pricking out involves

teasing the roots of a
clump of seediings apart
in order to move them to
individual pots/modules.
Ensuring your pot of
seediings is well watered
beforenand makes
teasing out the roots
easier, and deters
breakages.

Consider crop positions

Cioytonia siirica
Siberian purslane

FOR those of you who have grown
and loved winter purslane (also
called miner's lettuce or Claytonia
perfoliata) why notlook to a longer-
lived species as amore colourul
addition to your garden?

While miners lettuce s an annual
with pure-white flowers, C. sibirica’
is a shortlived perennial that bears
pretty mid-pink blooms in sumimer.

IMincreasingly observing thatwhere  Quick-to- Both species are hardy, and Siberian
we place our crops in our gardens mature purslane (also called pink purslane)
has a huge impact on how successfully  crops like selfseeds freely but gently. so once
they grow. Hostas prefer moisture, baby sown you'l not be without it
camellias grow well in shade, cistus turnips and ‘The succulent leaves have a
enjoy full sun, succulents need free pleasant crunch and mild beetroot
drainage ~the concept s just as tis spinach will P flavour — they are available year-
for omamental plants. grow rapidly roundand make a great salad leaf.
 cloches in shelter and sun.
take not cover, or directin June. It handily wil
crop enjoys ateit. though
andtry to emulate it Celeriac and
itrogen, so work i have winter
pot fertiliser or the fane selfseeding in my gravel
organic matter into the bed. Globe soll, edibles, rather

artichokes revelin full sun, so allocate
theseto a south or westfacing aspect.

than just bunging them in’, we'l iterally
reap the rewards.

h
alongside it would look gorgeous.
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Amateur -
Gardening Reader offer From * %% den

Be the envy of your neighbours with
these traditional garden favourites!

With sensational flowers in a range of unique
shapes and colours, Dahlias illuminate gardens
through summer into late autumn. Fill your borders
with vibrant hues with this hand-picked selection
from You Garden, with 10% off on all Dahlias!

2 [ S
Dahlia ‘Penny Lane’ Dﬁa‘nmamwrmkm Dahlia ‘Cactus’ Collection Dahlia Patio Mix

3 Tubers ITEM: 630311 5 Tubers ITEM: 630227 5 Tubers ITEM: 630225 5Tubers ITEN: 630081
WAS £9:99 NOW £8.99 | WAS £42:99 NOW £11.69 | WAS £3:99 NOW £8.99 J| WAS £3:99 NOW £8.99
& " & ‘

LT gL = o L4
Dahlia Tartan’ h ipple’ Dahlia ‘Honka’ Dahlia ‘All Summer Long’
3 Tubers ITEM: 630309 3 Tubers TEM: 630314 bers TENE 630317 hes TEM: 620318
IAS £3:99

5T B
NOW £8.99 J| WAS £9:99 NOW £8.99 J| WAS £9:99 NOW £8.99 | WAS £44:99 NOW £13.50

L
Dahlia ‘Crazy Legs" Dahlia ‘Nuit d'Ete’ Dahlia ‘Tahiti Sunrise’ Dahlia ‘Purple Gem"
3 Tubers ITEM: 630310 3Tubers ITEW: 630313 3Tubers ITEM: 630312 3Tubers ITEWE: 630315

£9:99 NOW £8.99 || WAS £9:99 NOW £8.99 §| WAS £3:99 NOW £8.99 J§ WAS £3:99 NOW £8.99

22 aww
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DAHLIA
'DINNERPLATES' MIX|

NOW

£11 .69

that measure an astomshmg $10% OFF

8 mches across"’ ‘é’ —

inner Plate Dahlias
produce beautiful
and large blooms and

are made up of layers and
layers of petals to create
a fabulous and full effect. £ % 87 ACROSS! v
Each bloom can measure a
massive 8 inches across.

This mix will provide your
garden with a wonderful
selection of gorgeous blooms
in possible shades of pinks, 1
reds, oranges, and yellows.
Perfect for adding some

bright and bold summer

cheer to your garden.

Dahlias are perfect for

planting in your bed, borders,
patio pots and containers.
They also make fabulous
cut flowers so pick a bunch
of these pastel beauties to
bring into your home for
amazing colour.

Supplied as a pack of 5
tubers, ready to plant out.
Grows to 1.25m.

H.www.YouGarden.com/RAG200

& coupon below to: Offer RAG200 YouGarden, PO Box 1468, Peterborough, PE1 9XL

4 =
it mnm By Dite mN:
My DOUBLE ./ to you!

it

VS0 s el e
2ty R BRI e
VAL rpiace e o Sharg:fod ot

e et ot batatves it | RAG 200 Gardenlng
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“The fragrance of roses and lavender hangs in

the air on warm sunny days in summer

To celebrate National Fragrance Week, Hazel Sillver looks at some of the best
fragrant plants to incorporate into your garden for a scintillating scented summer

CENT s one of th

hyacinth: bay,angelica,

sensory elements that makes a

rosemary and many more plants.

scented-leaf pelargoniums, in particular
P. ‘Graveolens' and ‘Prince of Orange’
I the

feels lacking withoutthe mellow  Dorset, home to Parterre Fi th
b bulk of the bord Matricaria recutita. None of these plants
In fragr many of which d isdifficult
lilac or lly ofthe. m 9
valley, and in summer it could be roses Head g Williams a
orlavender, Often the smell hits you says: is designed

when passing something in bloom or by
getting close to aromatic foliage while
working in the borders, but on warm, stil
daysthe stronger perfumes hangin the
air,and all you need do'to enjoy them s
sitback on the patio and inhale.

Plants in perfumes
This year's National Fragrance Week
(21-27 March) s a celebration of scent by
the perfume industry, and it's remarkable
todiscover how many ingredients in
perfumery hailfrom garden plants.
Roses and Jasmine are grown for oi, of
urse, butit from

“The leaves of Pelargonium ‘Prince of
Orange’ have a lovely citrus scent

toshield the plants from the wind, which
would otherwise carry their aroma away.
“We have a ot of hornbeam hedging,
which creates a walled-garden effect
thathelps to capture the scent, and one
partof the garden is sunken, with high
slopes, again to contain the fragrance.”
says Rebecca.

There are aromatic plants to enjoy in
‘every season, including viburnum and
witch hazel in winter, but the vast
majority bloom in summer, and nowis a
greattime to getthem in the ground. Ina
few months time, the garden will be

28 AVATEUR GARDENING 26 MARCH 2022



9 scented

Back of
border

Etoile’ AGM

ensations for the border

Acloud of
blooms n early summer. Copes with

poor soil,

ple,

[
March. Pr
flowering. H: 4-6ft (1.2-1.8m).

When the leaves of this shrub release
theirscent, you realise why it's used in
perfume (is called labdanum). h also has
white summer blooms. Plant in well-
drained, sun-baked soil in a sheftered
area. Copes with poor soil. H: 5t 1.5m).

- Wid-border

Rosa‘Madame Boll
The buxom lilac-pink blooms of this

Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant’
Amass of ilac-blue

Rosa Munstead Wood AGM

which dates backw@e} fillthe

The
arey-greenfoliage filsthe air wiha

by this
repeatflowering shrub rose throughout

ummer rune
andi mulch nlate winter o sary spring
H: 31t (90cm).

sun or semi-shade.

lin

to growthrough. H: 3t (90cm).

well-drained,
H: 351 11m).

1

4
». '----"t

AG!
alavender

Dionthus ‘Devon Wizard’ AGM

hedge for legs to brush past, releasing
the scent of the silver-green foliage. This

the curry
plant on hot, sunny days. Yellow flowers

sppear from midsummer to arly

produced above blue-green foliage, from

infull sun and

utum . light, neutral

June to September. Pinks like very well-
ilin sun.

neutral
tolerates poor soll. H: 2.5t (75cm).

Tolerates
poorsm\ Trimin spring. H: 21t (60c).

Make
new plants via cuttings. H: 10in (25cm). P
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3 fragrant plant

ilium ‘Casa Blanca’ AGM

for pots

ch
night. Can be grown in big, well-drained containers, in a mix of compost and grit,
I (5cm) between bulb: H:3.2ft(1m).

RosaDe Resht' AGM
(syn. Rosa ‘De Rescht)
The small porn-pom
flowers of this repeat-
flowering rose have a
lovely perfume and
brighten up the patio. Plant
ina generous, well-drained
potof John Innes No3
compost, with a dash of
well-rotted manure or
regular compost added

H: 3t (90cm).

4 scented climbers

2
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Clematis x triternata
‘Rubromarginata”

This vigorous clematis
produces amass of
starry white and red-
purple flowers that fill
the air with a wonderful
almond scent, from July
toSeptember Cutback
hard+o 6in (15cm) in
February or March.

H: 151 (4.5m).

Rosa Climbing Lady
Hillingdon’ AGM
Arepeatflowering
Hybrid Tea with
beautifully scented
apricot-gold double
flowers, healthy wine
stems and dark-green

fertile, retentive soil,
H:15fL(4.5m).

Trachelospermum

glossy green leaves
often take on red winter
tints. In cold areas,
growthis upa
sheltered, sunny south
orwest facing wall.
Prune inspring, only if
necessary. H: 30ft (9m)

Clematis ‘Mayleer'
AGM

The best mountain
clematis for perfume
and amusthave
cottage-garden plant.
Bronze foliage and pink
blooms fillthe air with
vanilla-clove scentin
May. Letthis deciduous
climber romp over a
shed or along afence.
Prune after flowering.

H: 20-40ft(6-12mm).



Pelargonium ‘Royal Oak’ AGM
The leaves of thi balsam smell Moroccan
souk. ted

sunny patio H:15in (40crm).

What are the best
roses for scent?

OF the older roses, the Damasks (such
as Yacques Cartier) and Gallicas (such
as 'Charles de Mills) usually have
delicious perfumes. Modern breeders
the expense

How do you make
a scented garden?

Shelter: Wind carries scent away, 50
it's Important to give fragrant plants.
containment via shrubs, trees,
hedging or trells that divides the
gardeninto rooms’

Sun: Many plants release their

ofscent, sotsi
{or even better,sniff) the perfume
power of roses before buying. Some
of David Austin's English roses.
(includin )b
beautiful fragrance.

How can | make my
garden smell nice?

perfume at best
sunshine, so place themin full sun or

THE
by planting them en masse, such as a

on south or
Site: Gr

perennials an
youreg the front lavender.In i

door)or it (such as a patio). They suffcient number, the gorgeous Maximise the scent In your garden by
< indois, 30 seeniz el P growing fragrant plants en masse
the fragrance floats into the house. the
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Pinks are one of

e 2
the most charming of gorden plants,

pors g &
" and for a massed effect of old-ashioned, veryﬁugmnx . R
biooms, you can't go wrong with Starbur ) SSN
2

l’retlv pinks

Pinks add an attractive
edging to Anne's kitchen
‘garden borders

Pinks have withstood the test of time and are gracing our gardens with fragrant blooms
just as they did back in Tudor and Elizabethan times, says Anne Swithinbank

LTHOUGH modest and L pinks

petherseceasighy - There are Dianth ol D
isalotto E flower from summer to autumn when

\nve o plnks Whether  descend from D, caryophylus, the older  deadheaded and welltended. Not all

heritag Ipine or laced,  pi

there il be several o st your garden,  periodof plumariusin

and young pl their parentage. e

planting, swcmcmmcsunny,wcu- been the

drained spot they deserve, water them  Norman Conclu

during cry spels and these hardy

fashionable in Tudor and Elizabethan

the kitchen garden pathwiays, mmghng

gardens, Laced

bloom year after year.

Anternative ames

popularamong
Renfrewshire during the 18th and 19th
centuries, but these plants crave clean

and other herbs. Here they have e
of sun and moderately good, well-
draining soil. Use these versatile plants

their

that
Tl caatonsand et Wik

The cultivar Paisiey
Gem' dates from this period.
L

for border ed beds, containers
andin the cutting garden. There is a
range of low-growing species and

he ramcomes rom the Sinking or
serration of petals at their ips. Another,

older namets gillyflower, though this can

apply to awhole range of olc-fashioned
 scented plants such as walllowers and
stocks. Anothet rame sops I wine'

cultivars perfect for

bred by crossing old

Where to buy

and rock gard dal ke

Allwoods © 01273844229 1 allwoods.net

cam

RSB SEeE e e R

Shire © 01280 817800 4 shireplants.co.uk

wine. Tt dible and sed for
decorating salads and cakes.
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9 gorgeous pinks

Popmarpmmm fedoutle.spicy

S

Ol ™
K%

A

Tequila Sunrise

A the double

fragrant

o bpromriehentiiel maroon

clotiod blooms offlter K with

cream with hints of pale |

n

blotches. Growth is compact and perfect — peach and light rose. Plants are. compaa wnh deep corat i The scented flowiers

for . the edges of

tting. H&S: 14in (35cm).

ol grem
dwsplayed I avase ee i sem)

“Bailey's Celebration’

‘Diane’ AGM

‘Red Carpet’

This variety with a

h,

This cultivar brightred semi-

Blooms are great for cating, They are
glorious but benefit from regular
HxS: 1418

a
‘pinked at the outer edges. Summer
W ‘

into autumn. Held on
long stems over compact grey-green

for cutting. HxS:

cutting. HxS: 12x16in (30x40cm).

“Gran's Favourite’ AGM
Bred in1966,

Memories
This

easyto grow and flowers from June to

wiha intof green at he base from lte

‘Widecombe Fair’ AGM
 of Cecil Wyatt's famous Devon-bred
pinks from his edge of Dartmoor nursery,

September The Victorians were great  sping through summe: T dates ba
) Mo o197 Agand crce o o ariol s
Sinkins® i 3
petals. HxS: 10x18in (25x45cm) blighted by rain. H&S: 12in (30in). H&s:12in (30cr). >
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4% alpine pinks

“La Bourboule’ AGM
This mound-forming plant is perfect for raised
beds, containers and fock gardens. A profusion of
clove-scented single pink flowers with prettily
fringed petals open againsta mat of grey-green
follage. A good but well-drained soilis Important.
HxS: 4x12in (10x30cm).

U/,

Tatra Ghost
For

Pop Star
This compact, mound-forming pink s a little
brash, but a good choice for summer containers,
Amass of narrow grey-green leaves is oined in
summer by stems of fragrant double but flattish
open-centred lavender pink blooms. HxS: 8x12in
(20x30cm).

Dianthus stictus subsp. pulchelus
tiorasink,

[ . his

Hirea 008 I

e TovaNiountans alorg ne Sevakion Poloh
border s generally described as alpine. The wan,
fragrant blooms are Iike scraps of old silk fraying
with age. HxS: 10x16in (25x40cr).

AATEUR GARDENING 26 MARGH2022

crevice small,
cvergresn,sivery grey-greenleaves are stuced
by petite pink blooms in summer. Provide well-
drained, gritty compost and mulch with a layer of
gritto protect from winter wet. HxS: 3x6in (8x15cm).




3 old-fashioned pinks

Dianthus carthusianorum

‘Rose de Mai"
backtoth

been introduced to the UK by Corthasion
Monks during Mediaeval times. Is tall

‘Queen of Sheba’
Dating back to the 17th century, this

1820s. Neat, plants begir
g

\ge pink bears single, clove-

P of magenta

petals darker at

buds.
HxS:18x8in (45x20cm).

the b
edges. H&S: 12in (30cm).

late spring to
midsummer. The flowers emit a sweet
clove perfume. Grow it along path
‘edges. H&S: 8-10in (20-25¢m).

Plant pinks in wel-prepared soil

How do take cuttings of pinks?
Even under ideal conditions and
trimmed annually, pinks eventually
grow legay with age. Fortunately,
cuttings of non-flowering shoots taken
in late spring and summer root easily
tocreate replacements.

They are often referred to as
“pipings’ which are shoot tips pulled
from the plant, but conventional
cuttings made by trimrming under a
node and remavng ower eaves do

50:

How can | make sure my pinks
i produce

justas
gritand compost, water in and keep
outof harsh sun.

pin
into a pot of gritty compost

plenty of flowers?
M Although an open position of sun
and well-drained neutral or alkaline
soilis a standard, pinks willolerate
alitte shade and improved clay

solls, though and

I’ve heard of the Cheddar, pmk s this
ish native and can | grow!
The iy Checitar pink Dionthus

ashorter lifespan can resuit.
m 1

firewitch, has its stronghold inthe.
i particularly

promptly and let them fil 3.5in (9cm)

Cheddar Gorge where it was,

planting out. In groups, set them
14in (35cm) apart.
M Cultivars bred

Over-collection inthe past has.
driven this pretty wildflower to

will require deadheading and
watering during prolonged dry
spells. Atrim after flowering or in

protected. Plants make a summer
£ uﬂnnged pale-pink flowers with
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TO MOW!
INCLUDING

18V CORDLESS 33cm LAWNMOWER
& 25¢cm GRASS TRIMMER

s roadyfor summer it this

i i mover o ks osion._ EoiG
o allrnt 35 S5t ks al i,
priits o cor 2 g o & M

+ ORDER NOW
en.gsEE. + 0333 006 9466
@ wwwryobitools.co.uKipromations



This weel

Antirrhinums

Snapdragons come in a range of colours and have a multitude of uses b

1 in container displays,as bedding, path edgings
| Dt P e

NTIRRHINUE ascut inthe

usuall gardenorin tiny seeds. These often spring up around
[ R gomenchyeariromseed.  cutfower producers. i
1th ded ol
snapdragons, uvsomeumesdvagon
flowers,
the sides of the two- hppeGﬂuwers e | Howto buy
face opens ke a dragon opening
mouth. They are also called bunny MOSTsnapragons arefaised fiom - plarts
rabbit plants’ ds tha mailorder  compared
or Mail with
The buying the

P of varieti 2 eed and
and are carried on plants thatvaryfrom | heights from 6in (15cmjto 4ft12m),  growing Growing fiom seed
small, plants fing offin cos) ¥

totall and

of varieties

few

flowers, an increasing number are well
ted,

varieties, usually for

plants. Some

flowers (with extra petals) and a few

i d, but far fewer

containers,
cuttings and these can often be the

variegated leaves.
Snapdragons come in a wide
§ vrety o olours. oughnotInclding
blue, and are used n the gar
e ot

Where to buy

Marshalls

’
P sl
S bl e i

©01480 774555

3936

Plants of Distinction % plantsofdistinction co.uk (0144972720
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Three uses of snapdragons
Flower borders and bedding
'SNAPDRAGONS are often grown for

ontainers.
MEDIUM-SIZED varieties are used in the
centre Their

ut flowers
SNAPDRAGONS are popular cut

flowers,
g isisacase

‘middle of the border, dwarf bushy
varieties are used as edging

chosen according to the colour theme
ofthe planting,

impactand tall varieties in mixed
bedding displays. Medium-height are usually the most effective. Plants colours works well, providing arange
in bright o

However, these tall growin

, rather
than mixed colours, are usually the
most effective.

]
varieties need support to prevent wind
mage, with b

Dwarf ]
around the edges of
inwindow boxes.

better than canes.

Keso tal fowerng varistes
wellsupporte

W Varieties for wi
and container ed
FOR SapAmONS ot tenel 6 pat st
the edge of containers or il out window
boxes, Twinny’ provides a

prolifc,long season of flared flowers.

If dwiarf varieties with traditional
snapdragon flowers are preferred, look
for‘Magic Lantern’‘Chinese Lanterns’
and in particular ‘Candelabra’ that s
specially developed for hanging baskets.

dow boxes, baskets

[ 1 ‘TwmnyApp\eh\wssom is pmmov =

W Varieties for cut flowers
HIL i

~ P

5 ‘ /

s ‘iﬁ

fes for container focal points
VARIETIES for borders such as
“Liberty 'Sonnet’ and ‘Madame
Butterfly’also do well as container
centerpieces. A new variety, Antirinca’,
is alittle shorter at 14in (35cm) and has
strong upright growth. The flared
openhroated flowers come in

‘good for cutting, there are special cut-
flowertypes Nones lolook o ncud
“Potomac' and Rocket’ with
tradional flowers s Chanty with
flared flowers and ‘Madarme Butterfly’
with semi-double flowers

«mr eeed fom Sarahvaven com)
sl kbl

M How to grow from seed
'SNAPDRAGON seeds are aboutthe size
of poppy seeds, and need ight and
warmith to germinate. Always check the
guidance onthe seed packet as some

Raise

Coverwithjusta ttle soil
s the seeds need light

to germinate. Setthem

Ingood ightand

own
requirements.

bout
60°F (15"0 A wmuowsm

packs, three or
fourseeds in each cel,using cean trays

P
Keep the seedhngs in

andmoist, fresh,

34 AVATEUR GARDENING 26 MARCH 2022

y

snapdragon

seeds na covered

windowsil propagator _otherwise they will become

spindly and collapse. Snip off
the weaker seedlings in each

before planting so they are
acclimatised to the outside.




~« Howto

M When and where to plant
SNAPDRAGONS are best planted in

spring, after the last frost. Before planting

them, be sure to acclimatise your
developing home-grown seediings
tothe cool outdoor conditions.
Plenty of sunshine is important to
ensure snapdragons thrive, They vl
often grow well when shaded from the
side, such as in front of a fence, but

. WITH GRAHAM RICE

Top care
W Check that your newly planted
snapdragons do not dry out soon
after planting, watering if necessary.
Most modern varieties of
snapdragons are naturally bushy
and do not need pinching back
after planting.
M Tall varieties will need support,

S0 use netting or canes and string

Snapdragons appreciate good soil
thatis neither parched nor-

to prevent them falling over, Get the
supportin place before the plants
with dwarf I idealin

butare not usually fussy. Their planting

‘window boxes and around the rim of M Look out for rust disease and nip
Jler, bushi

site often benefits from additional r
soll  varieties can g s PP
Plant dwarf ai than taller Asalastresort, use fungicide.
cdging o flover! bedsand aongpaths,  the seed packet M Deadhead by snipping offthe

spikes of faded flowers when the

B How to plant

FIRST, check over the planting area, Remove any
weeds and large stones, fork over the area carefully
and add some soll improverifthe area has been

neglected or looks sticky or stony.

Your seed packet, or the tag that came with the
plants, will usually provide guidance on planting
distance, depending on the height and spread of

the different varieties.

Water theplars ntheirpots ofpug trays, then

ast flowers on the spike are dying.
M Be on the lookout for aphids
(blackfly. greenfly) and squash them
orspray with an organic insecticide.

clumps, pirte plants outso thatthey re staggered.
with a trowel, water them in with a weakliquid feed et ther grow.

worin " necessay

Frequently asked questions

e best ceared

orare they perennials that last for years?
DR bot

Ant
viay at o ond of summer

d atthe end of the
season. The problem s that they may

fig

situation. However, most of those we.

grow today have been developed to

be grown from seed (or cuttings) in the
P

snapdragons are dwarf shrubs and can
[ ht

tendto develop floppy growthin the.
second year and failto flower prolifically.
Overwintered plants also carry rust

spring,

Icut some snapdragons, but the
stems are crooked. How can |
straighten them
ONCE bent, you cannot straighten the
stems! Bent stems occur when you cut
snapdragons from your garcen and
then lay them down flat while you cut
some more. The tips of the flower
spikes quickly turn upwards towards
the light, creating a bend in the stems.
‘The answeris to stand your
abucket

{ seedsintoalarge
nvelope to
: collectthem. They Wah for seedneads
Conthen bosomnin  tadybeore. 4
 the same way as checing e
 bought seeds. The results,
h

inabu
of water as 5001 as you've cut them.

terms of the height and flower colour

R —pop 1§
the stems nto  bucket a5 you pick e 5

fthe resulting plants.
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Column Fruit Trees
“The Pride of Thousands
of Gardens’

Yours from only £7.48 each”

(Plase e coupon o e

deal for
/ Small Gardens
/ Balconies

/ Terraces

Kilos of ripe fruit bursting with flavour -
the way fruit always used to taste - right there
in your garden. A joy for
children and adults alike.

i ottt and

O Calam T wee s deveiped b s o s

ADVERTISEMENT
APPLE

Pick sumptuous fruit

CHERRY

ey
moway
Sk,

ALL SEASON RO Sgisieacmy/

ot Aty oy e e e of g

theirmarvclos s youcannow brin the delghtof the Coluna Pt
1o your denithone.

‘Succalentfrits ofsuperio - batch harvstd - quality
Advancs i agmonanis s have alloved o profesions govers
{0cultiae  more sl asting s, one tha s i e favourof it
it e, befrs s producton sad ove frring chan
Ourcolumn s are s,y sweet o Fagan Yo'l b plssaly

srpried o e e ofyourndg =

Tyl coomn e columnof sl -

yourbkony mac r garkn  and hose sl rgh cour -l
. Chifiren o grankiden) will ove watcis i

Checking them o sipees,chosiag whichons 1 pic then g p i
baskets. Give your garlen e ks Fom e,

Justadd water!

Andthechery m the cake i i ey don't e maineraee,Ofcouse
i£youwish 0, youcan esticthehesght fyou Tcm b by cuting i
regualy | mete, 15 metes, 2 et - o deide.

et
Theansve iswolod 1) We're v by te pasion at very superior
Colum Froi Troesed mkes hppiercustomers and smarer gardens. 2)

how ol thsebeaatfol g s e hn e o own amomaon

iy ,.._1‘ s -

i v v ot o o T [ =

it S oL =

Don't wastensccmd e e R —
st

monhsfter planig.

A e o o e




Epimedium

Aslk John Negus

Tt will reply personally tr all your gardening questions every week

 youngianum Roseun thrive in
containers but beware vine weevi grubs, inset

John has been answering
reader queries for 50 vears

Amazing arum!
i s ostounng partin
frends garcen,p

Daphne Hughes (via: emam

The lant i uesion appears o be
Could Igrow diumsinc 2 A, ore
100 o so species, most are indigenous to
Q it pe Even types that L | d Africa.
o contanerand 5o, do soitis
e Imerrioeer e i vnen't

than others?
Helen O'Brien, Cumbria

I've never tried to grow Epimedium
in containers, but Hardy's Plants lists

flowers, P with
Pots dry outa fotmore uicdyhanhe - protuding poker (spacscramaic
itis
worth checking ne compwsl et
Itis worth noting that Epimediums are

willbe

9
lose them o this

Epim:

‘Frohn\e\(en

Epimedi

warleyense ‘Orangekonigin’. Other
varieties of these hybrids wil probably
also be suitable.

into two groups. Those from Europe are:
the mosttolerant of dry shade. These
inclucie Epimeium apinum. rubrum,

and in most cases lie plenty of moisture
around the roots. | would be inclined to
loam-based 2with

butalsothe
hybrids such as Epimedium x versicolor
and x youngianum.

added leaf mould or o

Epimedium,

added multi-purpose compost.

Are these friends or foes?

While preparing to lay a new lawn | came
across about 70 of these grubs. Could you
please advise me as to what they are and what to

do about them?
Michael Ward (via emai)

Leeks attacked

but maybe not for the driest spots
Could you please tell me what
attacked my ‘Musselburgh’ and
“Warwick FI' leeks and how can | stop it
happening again? Once | have stripped
away al the eaten layers, the remaining
leeks have been perfectly edible.
i

Yourleeks have been attacked by
feafminer, pestwhose arvoe

Cockhafer larvae

a shy
Al (Melolontha melolontha) the garden shank. Sadly, there are no rermc
large beetl . wit controls for this fy.
trees. The best way to tackle itis to cover
Iithe  thecrop, finish, with

May and
window is open, it may venture indoor

Pleasingly, this wonderful beet\e \s nuta pestand, sadly, is declining. | am

horticultural fleece, which excludes the
tiny fies. The following year, grow leeks

B e S

a lawn. Hopefuly, onafresh patch of ground that has not
been planted with this crop for about

three years.
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MFORT - 100% COTTON

]
‘

‘

el Cotlo" .

;

—r=] ‘
‘

" ELASTICATED WAIST *

gw::h Ed TRADERS
comforiable fo wear.
Online Review ’ ,

« Easy pull-on styling
with a comfy elasficated
waistband

« Superior quality pure
cofton for comfort and
breathability

« Side pockets and a back
pocket with a button-
fastening flap

PULL-ON TROUSERS
£36 £18 SAVE £18

Mochnn Warhoble 100% Coten

Rcisore iz

PULL-ON CROP
TROUSERS
£32 £16 SAVE £16
Modhnn Warhoble 100% Coten
WX 203 e

i

S

Order today
at cottontraders.com
or call 0844 844 1111

14 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT COMPLETELY SATISFIEL

Fast, reliable UK &
International delivery X Trustpilot B3



While dvocat and
diseases as the most effective means of- comm\ rgenicopionsre

Contact John Negus by email address below

Korean firs should be timmed carefuly,
ideally when they are dormant in winter

m,ul“'

(AP

LA

R
‘q\w\

When and how do | prune my Korean fir?

Quick questions
answers

Canyou
identify
these that

have
appeared on
my apple tree?
Darren Cox

(via emi) ‘/

Isuspect they are burr knots,
curious outgrowths that
occasionally appear on apple
varieties grafted onto dwarfing root
stocks. Apart from disfiguring
branches and the trunk, they Seldom
affectthe tree’s health, and affected
varieties usually continue to grow’

Ineed o cut a ) P
lower branch of aKorean it The  isn‘tflowing. Th I
tree s about 20 Id and stands P hey ‘bleed froma
4-2.7m) high. pruning . Is ittoolate to prune my
ot e | Q

9

about, buttis worth mentioning.
‘The cones of Korean fir don't open;
they disintegrate on the tree and only
1 guess

toopen, have
Johnny Wal (via email)

There s no good time or bad time

Tackle gooseberies by
shortening last
year's growth on

Like most conifers they don't vespond o et the

point atwhich you cut the stem vl
remain as a cut end for ever.
Th

the plant. It does limit the distance the
seedsfall, though perhaps they are light
wind.

byahalf. Also,
cutback dead
and diseased
stemsto

e isto
position and angle the cut so that t

resin
shows 3 e 3 possibl, andtomake  andthe ree naturally produces the. It

the cutas neatand 1 is one of ts
Ifthere was to be a best time to do me and not asign that there is anything to
pruning itwould probably be between  worry about

What do | do with
my spring bulbs?

1 have i reticulata ‘Harmony’ growing in
pots with ‘Queen of the Night' tulips. After

the blooms are over should Itreatthem as

annuals and repot new ones in winter, or leave

them all to come again next spring?

Andrew Graham, Leeds

“Queen of the Night"

that your ic
A et Nent pants v emarging wel

asunny free-draining part of the garden.
‘They will recover well if you water them in and liquid-feed them with a high-potash
tomato fertiliser when their leaves are green.

and thin out
crowded
centres. Then, in
late June, reduce side shoots to four
orfive leaves.

Helwcanl getridof
enhouse mealybugs

and ety Gicred?

Sue Dawson (via emai)

Az
BugClear

Fruit& Veg,

adiluted
concentrate. Based
onrape-seed oil, it clogs the

creatures’ breathing pores and

Watch out for slugs, which often feast on tulip leaves.
, control the ' with

g killer
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&0 sk John Negus s

reader queries for 50 vears

m - Tohw will M[)@ /)lrmrmz({y trall your gar-dml'ng questions every week

Lawn woes

‘What s this growing in our lawn?
Ted Mear (via email)

Advice for preparing ground for turfing

1 have recently cleared a border with the intention of turfing it. Can oo tellme
how | should prepare the area? Secondly, when is the best
10 level the surface
i

Itis dog lichen (Peltigera canina),
A which colonises shaded, hungry
levms where crainage’s poor

Itis eas)

with lawn sand and spike the turf with a

Carol Smailwood (via email garden fork. Addtionally, apply a high-
soil surface but youwouldneedtobe  nitrogen lawn fertiiser and a ight
/\, 1fyouhave cleared a borderyou  certain of having the level rightand of  sprinkiing of garden lime. Finally, crumble
A may . usingthe roller ly hnsons L
d forki ds If rtherollerwil  Thickener carpetthe bare
may have been sufficient. sink more than in firmer places and you  patch. twill soon improve.
Itin doing the other stages of could end up with an
patch to
nyou can just time of year but turf sale

ekl hat bt ting organie matier 5. nove s ne olay 14 te 0 long ae
ideal but not vital on most ordinary you havethe means to iigate the lawn
garden soils. Boostthe soll fertity by while it establishes,
forking in a granular fertilser. I we have a wet spring and summer it
Using a roller would certainly helpto  won'tneed much, but during dry weather
P he itwill need ter 2

Will my salvias have survived?

My Amistad, Amazing Blue’ and ‘ezebel salvias
looked dead, but when | dugthem up | found

long fibrous roots with green shoots so | hastily

replanted them, Will they be OK and does this.

normally happen?

Barry Lea, Boston, Lincs

White beauty

A y mistad, Ivias such as Amistad identity the
Almgsimogans  gmnmsen Gt
wwinter , IRl Edward Isaacs (via email)
.
Provided dendrobium. It
your witha P ps upright shoots
r winter, they are probably fertiiser. iHickly doeved i Bostom.
g Nextautumn,
upaplant.
5 ifyour soil comDosﬂee\sdry,anmlqmd feedit
e ot shoren plantsto  isheavy and prone mor fertilser, and it
withn in (23¢m) o1 e base andwat themina attacki,
for. from

control them by painting colonies with a
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rare | unusual | exciting

VBighary 3
| picTuBrDFoR (Bt | otas k.

SRS

Damatonpurple

I~

oigtats prroa b

CandyMountain

over each paw and ever since, the foxhas
had the attribute of stealth.
Blallrt g~ iang T4
in avase, althaugh you may not wish to
deprive the passing wildife of a meciich

Year.Fullyhoray oo ik paremict
read 30-80cm.
Your order is covered by our No Quibble.
Jarantee and will be confirmed together
ith @ copy of our latest catalogue. Your
plants will be delivered from April the
perfect time for planting.

ORDER ONLINE|  Pesstcoumeremmociceapmais
hayloft.co.uk/AGHY | tem

PHONE
03333582006
e Trustpllot [ 4

Sendto: Hayloft Plants.
FREEPOSTRTGR-JAGJ-JETG, WRIO 3HB




T
PERFECT FOR:

Jrvme—
=
Enormous,
flavourful &
fresh giant
strawberries
up to 1.2m HIGH!

Pick GIANT STRAWBERRIES

they can grow up to a height of a person.
Non-stop for 6 months
from end of May to first frost.

“A bounty of ripe fruit
with the taste of yesteryear at your fingertips
for the pleasure of kids and parents alike”

The amazing quaities of
thistotally new climbing
strawberry plant
The strawberry you'e piked
i3 lge variety with round
dupes, and an_ exremely

plssataroma and favour,
The plant s . exended
producton period, from the
end of ay tll mid September,
hee the strawberres gogret
in it slad, o thets owa or
Moth plant
culturist’s
nd accidental

While working with a graft
(one of the varitis s Fraguria
ananassa, our horticuluralist

Treat your family!

realised that one of the phms
grew uncommonly

ot o . el 4
bit like 3 ‘strawberry treet It
climbed sa much that he had
10 instal 3 stake. Th dimbing.
strawberry plant was born, But

These plants quickly grew
o ovr | mere al, wih
enommous e e futs and,
sine the varity geew back,
harvesting continued  untl
Septebe.

Anyone can grow them
e is a0 specil Knowledss
requiedtogrowour strawberry

.« ORDERBY PHONE or onosqouqns

‘These strawberry plants climb
towards the sky to become veritable -,
STRAWBERRY TREES... 7,
-
CROP QUALITY &3 MONTH GUARANTEE ‘THE 10 ADVANTAGES OF OUR.
S0-day risfree uaratee. 100% satisfction or your moneyback. | (). R
Lt il
el
i a/‘\ Sobdnibelel Qe
1 o
) i S)m.w.n:“u'.mmm..w
AR A I w o
R b
pirer ey SR s

Blace your order now.

) DUETO HIGH SEASONAL DEMAND: AVAILABLE STOCKS ARE GOING FAST:

berries.co.uk

0871 075 2635 %

plants,
Just pla, water..nd ic hem:

Natalie, Leeds
I waited fora year to write
to you, becawse T waned
o e what happened to my
strawberriesover a year. [ was
already picking strawberries
in June and September, and
I expecting another harvest
in the springtime, these clim-

————— IS — — — — 1

| Pl et o WELLFORM LT, Dept 2AGST, DRV Huse, Gremers R itnboue, Knt MEID 3U5

great joy 1o me and my kids 3
times ayear! »




All our

vesterdays

ﬁ-om the AG archive§

Stand and deliver

Alan Bloom reveals a selection of hardy tall plants, in a variety of stunning colours,
that stand erect in garden borders without the need for sticks or stakes

TAKING is one of the most
tiresome of garden chores.
It does not come 50 hard for
ners who specialise in
tall plntssuch asdelphiims that
invariably need supporting, but
{hase who Grow & variety of peronrials
in a border it s different. Quite often
the job is postponed until it i too late,
either because the ground is hard or
because sticks are hard to come by or
simply because its a tiresorme job.

Itis true that over-tall plants are often
seenin too-narrow borders, or that the
tall kinds used are naturally weak in
growth. Some undoubtedly are, butthe
fact must not be overlooked that the:
conventional one-sided border

tofthe backing,

of
be itawall, hedge or fence.

For those who ke tall plants at the
rear, but yet who dislike either the task of
sticking or the ugliness of the supports
used, there are a number of subjects
over 31t (90cm) high that, in my.
experience, invariably stand unaided.

Aconitum carmichaeli Arendsit and
its parent A. fischeri[A. carmichoelil
show their relationship to delphiniums
with fine spikes of amethyst-blue in late
summer and autumn. Of the two, the 4ft
(12m) Ac. ‘Arendsit istaller, a ltle carlier
and more adaptable, for A. fischer
prefers aittle shade and soil not cry. But
both are easy plants with stems almost
50 trong they can withstand a gale.

Delightful perfume

] Arunzws syﬂ/ssms [A dmrcus] will lift n_s creamy

late summer, with

[

creamy-white thet give off a delightiul
meadowsweet perfume. In good soil, the
4ft(1.2m) stems are well clothed with
jagged dark-green leaves and its only
faultis that leaves may shrivel
prematurely if growing in poor, dry
conditions. Apart fromthis, tis a plant of

inclined to ol but not so with C. atifolic.
This flowers in June and July, forming a

‘The colour purple
Acurious fact with the purple-headed

stout 41t (1.2m) bush

which hang clusters of
and this too is happy in either sun or
had

never
high it will grow. Its variations are, of
co i

very easy culture, in both open or partly  with wiry, er pi
p in autumn. They are flowering in July at 41t (1.2m) or opening
g plantthat  long-lived and ptable, atagood 6t 1.8m) high. It
flowers in June. This is A o i hel I
sylvestris [A. dioicus), with wever,
ofa creamy shadeto 6ft(18mj oreven  does notmind being dry. ts vootsgo almostfiat Similar in form, but invariably
3 Froma O , s the uncommon
also grow and stay eect, but forthese el of it (1.21.5m)

some moisture is essential
Some of the taller campanulas are:

purpl

9
of comflower form in J d Jul

f—
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“This extract from AG 14 March 1964 looks at
how to grow tall plants that don't need staking

Garden ING 138 years of practical advice

2002

‘Galtonia candicans has stiffstems about
3t (im) high, carrying large white bels, it
is someimes called summer hyaci

giant white hyacinth, but with more
wiidely spaced bells. It a hardy bulb,
easyto grow, and adds much grace

toa mixed border in summer.

Itcannot be said that any of the taller
heleniums willstand unaided exceptin
island beds sited wellin the open. Their
relatives, the yellow heliopsis, are rather
more reliable butstll not invariably erect.
Helianthus ‘Loddon Gold, ‘Triomphe de
Gand and ‘Capenach Star’ make hefty
5t (1.5m) bushes set with yellow
sunflowers of double or single form,
butother types should be avoided.

Liguloria przewalski makes a picture
of statuesque proportions in anything
but dry solls. It has.

Growing wellin dry conditions, Centaurea

has leafy stems some 4ft (12m)

talland it large flower heads last a long time:

7
"The 4t .2m)stems of Veroicastum viginim

black

Album’are very thi

along much of its 6ft (1.8m) spikes in July.
Itis a plant that should be more widely
grown. Other ligularias, including L.
“Gregynog Gold' and L. dentata ‘Othello,
also grow erect, but they demand space
and respond to moisture,

Slender sy

include th has Paconia

peregring and P obovata in shades of
pink, and the lovely P2 miokosewitschii
in pale yellow.

ppli . except
perhaps for the fine yellow species
V. thapsiforme [V. densifiorum)
One veronica must be mentioned

o d irginica

being one of virginicum

subjects, with P “Albur). It in form and
1m) for several Lbutfewof the 4ft(l Julyand

The taller lupins,
can usually be relied upon to obviate the
need for staking, but not many can be
classed astall subjects. They are less

the tall rudbeckias will stand unaided.

August V. virginica light-blue ﬂoweved

One that will dosso,

notsotall isR. /ac/mata‘Goldquene

habn e identical t makes a brisfer

amplexkauie Persiar amplecauls
This makes for a bush of considerable
spread and density, and forweekscn

Perfection in form
Mostof the aller

&, then, is a selection that would
undoubtsdly lessen the staking chore

atflowering time

changes Butihis would notbe the rly

prosy- itie
clseouspace fortsleng-ived

andthers
hese rom apordar sotection n faveur

utthe
double-flowered varleties do not
support themselves. However, the
charming single ones do. These

W heviews,

flower . Sidalceas, for all the
charm of their spikes of pink and rosy-
red, again cannot be refied upon where
hemmedin. This unfortunately also

ain,
owae crctaly placec aics and
stakes are never unobirusive and
invariably detract in some measure
from the beauty of the plants they are
usedto support
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_LIGHT WHEN YOU WANT IT

GREENWORKS 48V (2 x 24V) RANGE
24V FOR THE LIGHT JOBS, 48V FOR THE HEAVY ONES.

/ 5 9 f ‘&

—m@lIemlisvs

BUY ONLINE NOW @ www.greenworkstools.co.uk greenworks

(Haidy) caeoening & DY tiaoe

Be prepared for any task with The Handy st 0 femes
The Handyofersarange of aﬂmdzh le and reliable garden and DI¥ tools that include y

i -
hand-operated tooks wmmev s Tor O tling moving, dearing logging femas

cutting, shredding, sawing, spraying, spreading o roling

wehave atoolforeveryjcb
|

Now TAT's vanoul a
e o

SHOP HERE: www.thehandy.co.uk oM amths)  homiss  fhamirem b1 v



=y TRy e BT
(Cold weather? i * = Sittione se
- £29:99 ONLY

£125

| /\.We,’\ie/got your
~plants covered!

® Winner of Amateur Best Buy for
® Protects young plants from frost, birds and wind damage ——
@ Integral water reservoirs hold good supply of rain water

® Robust, sturdy construction for years of usage

Complete Cloche Set

iy spelc Each cloene had st i vt

ot togeher o ke ane g doche o1 2 o sl coches

Totalengsoted ogether 1 Cloche +2end) L 10
Hurry offer ends Ape s

www.thompson-morg#n.com/T M7T539i7 08445737414

When ordering oline lee us ordercode TM_TS3917toacessoursecil offr.

Thompson Pesesandte -your money back
b o, We want you to be 100%satisied with any product you buy from us.
ﬁ & Morgan DeptTH_T5917 Poprane, i ot Oy e e e S S
. Csmiegitonsnssss o st 13 350 e e orghe o money b
L i P e e o o]
— on | VS O o
KD | (2 cloches, 4 e, sy ©08 | £1990
- ol
o =
i by s St st

g 0 A5 D A S
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}@A\ Gardener’'s Miscellany

Gardewing § king of trivia and brain-teagers, Grahan: Clarke

Daffodils in all their glory

We take a close look at these spring-flowering bulbs

1 for one

And 50, look out

couldnot be happier. These ‘large-
flowered trumpet narcissus' {to give

for the names of the varieties that
catch your eye. Letstake alook at

them their official

some of the man

firstreal patches of colour n the year.
Overthe next few weeks tryto

visitplaces like Wisley, or Edinburgh

Botanics, or 101 other spring gardens

M Quote of the Week: ‘A house with
daffodils in tis a house lit up, whether
ornot the sun s shining outside: AA.
Milne (from his collection of essays
entitled Not

Daffodilsin bloom at the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, Surrey

Dutch bulbs? Nah... daffodils are from Cornwall

along with an appeal to be able to

WITH aboutthe uld put th
home of spring sk Winston ater
bulbs, for thinking that oth

they were the leading producers of
daffois (as wellas tulips). But no!
C

announced: “These people must be
enabledto grow their flowers and send
them to Lond rus upso

< ly b
the bulb’ and ‘cut-flower trades. Cut-
flower daffs for the flori

producer, growing more than 15,000
tonnes of bulbs each year. Eight out of
every i in British

Wars. But, in 1942, i the midst of World
War l, the Transportation of Flowers Act
troduced

allflowers, so Cornish

oft
largestand most efficient anywhere, and
Butthes

jowever,
growers from the Scilly Isles, who

to

o

sunvive,

getting out of the ‘daffodil garme’, which

afight
to Prime Minister Winston Churchill,

Daffodils and
vicars!

mTheRev
George Herbert
Engleneart
(18511936),

in 1898, whichwas " oy
the firstred colour

breakthrough. Ithas a bright orange,
bow-shaped, ribbed centre (or ‘corona’),
with creamy-white petals or perianth
Segments). In 1899, three bulbs sold for
£100 (around £7.900 at today's rate)

B Canon Horace Rollo Meyer (868~
1953) from Hertfordshir, raised aseries

(registered n 1956, three years after he
died). Alarge-cupped daffodl, the white:
perianths surround a cup ranging in
colour from warm peach to pint

H The Rev Joseph Jacob (1859-1926)
Shropshire, was an expert n all bulbs. In
1910 he published Daffodils, the leading
reference book of the time.

daffodils with ‘red’ (actually
pink or orange) colourings
| BT A
LS

I

w “Ascot Div4)

)

Pink Charm’ (Div 2)

| cropols o) b

“Professor Einstein’ (Div 2) >
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]@ A\ Gardener’s Miscellany

Gar-dming’ 1 king nf trivia and brain-teagers, Grahan Clavie --

: @AG’S Garden Wall

Dangerous daffs
DAFFODILbUIBS are  (yorog oo oo

poisonous. They may  mistaken for anions

onions, There are two standard ways to
daffodil bulbs with

DIGGINGA . Avens Corona || w not kil unless you
PERIANTH |  Buton |  Eater Trumpet health ssuieb, but
5 = they will cause really
EDGE i Planting Ciipzs = Airy £ nasty stomach
upsets if eaten. They
Garden Wall for
ee . ot
o phvase on'i o ether
i BLoCK cap or

bricks, 5o thatthe fourwords i each course of  HINt: I one ofthe courses, the bricks e all

onions: ) always keep stored daffodil
bulbs in labelled bags, and i don't plant

= Daffodils (and all narcissus) are Inthe
Amarylidaceae plant family, o are
th

DIGGINGAY related to amaryli
PERIANTH snowdrops,stembergia and nerines
e {outdoors), and hippeastrums, civia and

Oh, and onions!

Bt e g v oy S
ey g o i s st e
e

P i

Hi of
the week: 26 March 1484
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w rd r h 1 | WEusetheterm
ord searc (8] | Sourgrapes
This word searchcomprises |S D A F F O D | L § makes Bl s
words associated ith somethingout gy o o
daffodis. Theyarelistedbeiows| ¥ P S A N A A C U T tobe e g e o
inthegridtheymayberead |R R RM P N O O H N unimportant
across, backwards, up, down or solely because ts unattainable to
diagonally. Letiers may be TCIIORNSTA them; or when someone puts
Shared between words Something down in a negative way.
Erroneous or dupiicatewords | S S N R N O I K N R Often tindicates resentment. But
may appear i the grid, but I KOWSGLLAG where did the term come from?
thereis only one correct The phrase originates from
solution. Afterthelistedwords | R € A | € A R B | A Aesop's Fables, in astory called ‘The
are found there are nine letters Foxand the Grapes. Afox sees a
remaining arrange theseto | @ L O U T U S E R R bunch of grapes hanging from a vine,
makethisweellsSKEYWORD. || p p § B L U B E F andyeans to gettothem. After
DAFFODILS severalfalled attempts, the fox
FTEPMURTPN realises he'll never get them, and
APRIL i I
BlooMs  HOWT and 5 his
. . Ful 2
BULBS  Gylisring Limited, Unit 415, Winnersh Trangle, Eskcale Road. smaring ego —the fox declares that
CORNWALL  Winnersh, RG415TP, to arfive by Wednesday 6 April 2022. The the grapes were sour, so he never
CORONA firstcorrectentry chosen at random vill win our £30 cash prize. really wanted them in the fist place!
So, whats the significance of 26
March 14842 This was the day Willam
FLORISTRY - =
FRAGRANT translation of Aesop’s Fables. twas
GREEN aa first press, in
PERIANTH the almonry” of Westminster Abbey.
PINK r—— * Analmonry has nothing to do
POISONOUS ¢ 0
SPRING distributed to the poor. The person
TALK i designated
TRUMPET ot it ctectorpen lomaen distribution was an almoner.



Daffodil divisions

rossword
just for fun!

ALL daffodils are
dafodis!Daffodil, with thelr larger trumpet-shaped
flowers, are in the narcissus genus, but o are many
smaller, more delicate-looking species that could never
be described as daffodils
There are tens of thousands of daffocil and narcissus
in

i)

easier, botanists classified them all

lorcissus Erlicheer is
N ise dniodt

12=other cultivars not fiting in the above
13 = species and wild hybrids/variants

= The Greek legend of Narcissus tells of a handsome
young man who fellin love with his own reflection n a
fountain. He pined away, and was changed into the
narcissus flower. The story also gives us the word

$0)

Miscellany!(9) cultivars’__Emerald'and__
@

7Groupofsome oftheoidest  Dazzler!
e i

“narcissistic”
rather too much). While the exact origin of the word

pale pink (4) never plant, and which s related

“narcissus' is unkn
fragrance, which was thought to be ‘narcotic'

Miscellany, backwards, s the

Anglo-5axonking of Mercia

fom 757 anti 79840 )
Value added taxin

Down
2Resemblingatree in growh
orappearance (1)

cultvator! (1) 3Kniown as Tady's fingers;,
Daffodis should be {asea i) esculentus (&)
planted about ain gt

anemone! 3) something)ves or dies —as in

Wow! | didn’t know that.

. p
thinki Most varieties should clump up from being plantedt
‘about din (10cm) apart;a itte further than this and the
planting would 100k ‘casual’, but much more than this
and itwould look sparse.

u

can easily push their shoots through recently laid asphalt.
= The daffodil and the leek are both emblems of Wales
because they are similar in the Welsh language: Cenhinen
is leel; Cenhinen Pedr is daffodil,

A2 Sovereign uler ofan empire,  WA1E1ING @ plant perhaps!(4.25)

this weeK's Miscellany| (5]
6The pot marigold genus (9)
9Snake mentoned in the common

across, and the tups Exatic

“Golden

foundin

8 Donein the past asinLiium  vetch 5]

aidymol 3) vertcabaritwhie presarvingan
16The Royal Hortculural inansed oy

Society (11) e S oy
18The gorse genus (4) e o Feupe s 2

o4y seieL 0130 6

DL 3 SIS 8 0311 O € WSS C N
o0z 6906 S90S

SORH AR 0T ROl YA G O B L e
OMSS0UD RACRY oL SUEMENY

KEYWORD TO WORD SEARCH 608 19 Februan):
GREENHOU:

AND mswwwsn 1S: MARK WORTH, BOSTON,
LINCOLNSHIR
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Tried & tested & €1

Dteve & Val Bracley teit sic products thi week tr deterndie the best fir, you
Watering cans

There’s more to a watering can than some think. Steve and Val put six to the test

U may think E younayreed
justa watering can, butthey do  around tohelpyou  Other
water i you material a5
more to your 10-itre sze, ook at be much heavier than
youexpect For Instance, e type ofcan . smalleroption such a5 a5 o Tire plastic ones even before any water is
you the meanmore  added. Some may be as much as kg

f your . and
the distance to a water supply.

Size isimportant
Wyaihave ocfcaalnels ofnesito
water

el Sope el fame

acanis intended

heavier than a similar-sized plastic
model. Many

in .8

maller litres is
more popular, as it is easier to manage

car after you finish
ATEn, whl:h can help lessen
the environmental impact.

Spear & Jackson Kew
Gardens ouitre) £31.19

Features
Thisisa

Kent & Stowe
(5Litre) £24.99

Features *xx*x

Burgon & Ball Waterfall
(sLitre) £28.00

Features *xx*x

with an oval-shaped body made of steel
witha i

around body made of rust-resistant
d

racing green. Boththe carrying handle
and the back handle have a burnished
copper-coloured ﬂmsh Thecary handla

ina powder
midnight-blue coating, with a metal seal
on thetop of the can. Both the carrying
handle and the back handle have a

steelwith a tough powder coated finish

coloured slate grey, with a metal seal on

the top. The oval-shaped body has a

single handle for both camying and

pouring. The spoutis also metal with a
g

ted down. The
spoutis metal with a racmg green coating
and the detachable circular metal rose.
which screws into the spout has a

hea

hinged so that it can
The spoutis metal and the detachable

the spoutis slate grey with a slate grey

arcular metal roso that scrowsinto th

head. There is fitted

fitted tothe base of the rose ensures a
tight it onto the spout.

Performance #* %
The hinged handle provides good

the end tight fit

rubber washer fitted
rose ensures atight ftonto the Spcul

poutand ppi

Performance xxx

Tk
This can is designed so that the balance
helps the handle slip through the hand
sothatthe emptier the can gets, the

ittips. L tof

d rivet The large top p
£ holes. Pours well, the Pours well, Pours well,
rose are abitfierce sois butthe jets from droplets too and
watering plants rather dii for young plants.
ifi ifi Specifications *#**

ions * ok kk
Capacity:9 ltres, length: total 53crm,
body: 24x18x28cm (LXWxH), spout:
28cm, rose: 10cm,

Hok
Copaciyasiues \engm total adcm,

Capaciy: s, lengt \ota\AAcm,

. spout
23cm rose: 7cm,

1.25kg/0.25kg. Attractive, traditional
appearance, expensive.

50 AVATEUR GARDENING 26 MARCH 2022

0.65/515kg. Th

zscm rose: g, wewght(empty/m\ed)

better suited to indoor use.

110/6.10k;
ited o door use,and its expensive.



Youcaniistento
Steve on atomate
Sundays10am 2pm
o BBC Racio Kents
Sunday Gerdening
88¢ Locai)

etal cans are copies of traditional

designs, although usually smaller than
theirlarge-capacity predecessors.

those that produce a iner, more gentle
jetbeing preferred for seedlings and

younger plants to avoid damage. Some
manufacturers offer a range of different

Aesthetics aside, there are a number of
practical aspects to consider. Watering
cans with longer spouts are useful for
more precise watering, where you need
toreach over a bench or up to a hanging

Different styles.

basket. These tend to be on the smaller
capacity cans to make lifting casier.

with designs

catering for looks as well as needs. For
many gardeners the appearance is
important and, for this reason, many

whatyou grow. They come with different
sizes and numbers of holes o you can
chaose the spray to suit your plants, with

Dobbies Plastic
aoLiere) £7.99

Features %
This garden centre chain's own-brand

Strata Plastic
(7Lire) £6.95

Features %%k

“This bright-red watering can is
led

We tested four metal and two plastic
watering cans to see how they
performed and compared,

The Haws Warley
Fall @iitre) £74.99

Features x* ¥ *x
Asturdy watering can made from
steel,whichis given a hot galvanized
dip after manufacture and finished
‘with a tough powder coating in racing
green. with ametal seal on the top.
The cylindrical body has a broadly
oval-shaped neck attached to the top,
withthe handles attached to t. The
frontone is for carrying (which also
supports the spout) and a rear handle
for pouring. The long metal spout also
has

watering can

recycled material. This md:

plestic Ithas o

ly

moulde
broadly ovak-shaped body has a arge
openinginth top o sy filng.The

large

apening nthe top fo eamy iing, wiha

carry handle running over the top and a
g "

Slots onto the spout. It
‘works with multiple interchangeable
accessories. This can has a minimum

body has
running over

20 years. Haws has

Ganfor both carrying and pouring. The
circular rose is made from two pieces
of moulded plastic that clip together,

a P made
from two pieces of moulded plastic, while
the head is red moulded plastic and the.
nozzles are clear. They clip together and

1886, and the design and quality
clearly show.

andit

spout, ht i, I this watering

siide (rather

Hokkkok

ht i

can ever becomes damaged or leaks it
can be recycled,

Performance ***

can could have been better, as it had
some rough, sharp edges.

Performance *x %

this long-reach metal watering can s
perfect for watering seeds, garden
plants and flowerbeds. Heavier than
some cans, this model has Derfect

Lightweight, but

for

plets. Difficult to
il 4

pplying  butit

ol

Specifications #
Capacity: 10 litres, length: total 62cm,
body: 25x|6 5x25:m(LxWxH) spout:

g young pl
and seedlings. It's a squat can with a low
profile, but well balanced and pours well,

Specifications *xx %
Capaciy.7 res.length; 52cmttal,
H), spout

e. tstall
profile made vmmg o awater butt
awkward, thou

Specifications x#kx %
Capacity: 9 lives, length: otal 81cm,
body: 21x21x25cm (LeWsH), spout:
85cm, rose: 10x7cm oval, weight
m but

3 weigh
{empyiicl:035/0.35k6. This 50
reasonable can for the price.

rose: 13x3cm oval,

b

0.30/730kg. Ideal for beginners:
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e'ﬁ

now or
order plants of this tall night-scented

s st

cuttings of some soft, silvery-leaved

; R
—

Our10-year-old daughter has read
abouta moon garden and is asking

for ideas on how to make one. I want to

Makmg amoon garden

the middle to a small paved area —
will be needed, and luckily we have
spare slabs and a heap of pale silvery.

.50
could you provide any tips about plants
to grow to create this type of garden?
Helen McKinney,

grey i
Inno time, my daughter came up
with a long list of plants, and | suggest

mood

only open properly in the evening,
Plants can reach 4ft (1.2m) high.

Zaluzianskya ovata ‘Orange Eye':
in

A\ Vycaughtermightbe3t buthas

o, st plants
and features. Include stories and

.50
areideal fora container. Overwinter

similar request for a garden to enjoy on

long summer evenings as dusk turns to

dark. An area filed with pale, glowing,
ht d for

like moth
might be attracted to a garden planted
for the night time.

Large climbers ke wisteria and

those returning late from work and
unwining by candieght

but these will need a climbing frame and
time to settie. We'll be growing moon

llikea
et i it avid p\an Voumight
ear utwe're

April, but be aware because the seeds of

.

Weed, wildflower

Iookmg ata group of young birch frees
planted nto the lawn, whose pale stems
will glimmer at dusk. By

alkaloids.
and s gt of olesfot ek teing

Evening primrose.
e s A e

stems, a

an make a
and 161t (5m) wide. If this sounds like

White:
flowered lavender, herbaceous Fhlm(

our . itwill be attractive
by day as well as enticing by night. Path
access through the bed - widening in

ta White Flame, Rosa K
and potted ‘Casa Blanca’ vl
also onour s,

garden, as it wil ot down int

Practicalities to consider. i

TO create a bed in a lawn, irst mark the shape with pegs
and string. The nextjobis to lift away unwanted turf by
cutting sections using a half-moon edging iron of sharp
spade, and slicing beneath. Pile the turfin a comer of the

Ed

2m) tall.Plants are
good at self seeding.

Mirabilis jalapa: Known as the marvel
Peru, you can buy the four o'clock

e

Plants reach 2-3ft

compost and mulching. Dig the soil, adding well-rotted
organic matter, and allow i o settle before planting.

1" Remove unwan

in sections by siiing
derneath
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{60.50cm igh and usually come as
mixtures, but you can buy justwhite.
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Evcaiyptus
Strine

HALF PRICE

Cotton blend

classic

Was £27:95 NOW ONLY

| £13™

+ FREE DELIVERY

Sy AP o
i Ecru Stripe.

Our casual, nauticak-inspired Boat
Nock Jumper is perfect for that off
duty look. In a cosy cotton blend

with stylish button sleeve detail and a
choice of four pretty colours, it's great
value at half price!

0% Cotton, £0% Acryle. Langth:G4em ') s

COLOURS
Sk Blus, Soft Pink Ecru, Brown Stipe,
Evcalyptus Stripe

ITEM REF:
7RQA9IX

size: WAS:  NOW:  SAVE:
102,100, 120 £22:99 £13.99 £14.00
22/24,26/28
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The Garage Door People
GaraRoll Roller Doors.
Space Saving and
Convenient

Choose from the full range of garage doors.
Visit us online at www.garador. co.uk

CALL
01935 443722
TO REQUEST
A BROCHURE

a—.

I cectrcaly opersted with 2 bisecur hand ransters
[BN spring asisted design and automatic safey reversal
[EN Rubber floor seal and brush seals in guide rals

PAPER

LOVES TREES

European forests, which provide
wood for making paper,
paper packaging and many other
products, have been growing by
1,500 football pitches every day!

LOVE\
PAPER

Discover the story of paper
www.lovepaper.org

St g ol Ut 0, 05105




Letters 1o Wendy

3 ited, Unit 415, Winnersh Triangle, Eskdale Road,

WSurpnses that
brighten up
my day

Please wiite to our popular
This

HAVE spent quite a ot of time this “Gardener's Poctry”
lastmonth preparing the allotment week,an amusing poem b

forthe year ahead, clearing and : Robert Hinchliffe about this wasp
digging in manure, Despite b found in his garden. Did you know

these creatures were so hairy?

Hairy wasp

Hey, what's that
sudden biinding
ight?

unsettled weather, | managed to enjoy
uplifting sunny intervals to get my jobs
done. On one visit, | found two
unexpected surprises that really
brightened my day! How the delicate
white crocus gotinto my tidied raspberry
bed I've nodea, and | was stunned to
see a sunbathing butterfly so earty!
Justgoesto show, there can be.
wonderful treats just waiing around the
cormer for you!
lona Chisholm, Lichfield, Staffs

winter night.
Thaticy wind,
for goodness

E
Its not yet time for me to wake!

)

anesgd Smart filing Ancnow this human - whot
7 1AM sending you some photos of gsize
planters that | made from old metal He S, 5“’””9 stralghtinto
filing cabinets. yeyes.
First of all. | scraped the drawers, | /s thata comera that | see?
cut He's pe thelens
the drawer rails out. The pattern on the atme.
frontis made from rubber mats stuckon || Don't you quite appreciate,
with No Nails adhesive, That we wasps like to
Ithen painted them with a black metal |\ puyie 0 o
paintand lined the inside with Tmughmde,ywoken,mm

polystyrene and hereis the end resut.
Joseph Jones, StAnnes, Lancs

nop,
/I/ sit here while you take

- your snap.

Reader’s Tip Though you don'teven seem

STRAWBERRIES normally ripen around J

toc
L ve had no time to ﬁxmyhmr
0ck,

Wimbledon time (end of June). My tip for
getting an harvest s to pot them
Up into a rain qutter in early March and
bring them into the greenhouse. We are.
ableto get ripe strawberies six weeks
ahead of those growing outside.

“This photo was taken on 4 May last
year. We picked and ate them as they

-

Might maikeyou ik Irke

7o mmer/ ' slept through
“tilspring,
Bt though annoyed, I will

ripened while pottering around n the Tretn wmtry air s far from hot,
greenhouse. We callt the gardeners' Feels like 'm frozen to the spot.
perk. When we finish harvesting those J 5 But wait, the sun’s come out
fuits n the greenhouse, the outdoor atlas

‘ones willbe ready too,
fou can also easlly transplant them
outside. Simply dig a trench at the

To save me from thisicy bias,
Enough to warm my wings

suitable spot and slide the strawberry 4
plants in place. Viola! Ve Then with a buzz 11y away.
Ruth Huang, 4 Robert Hincheifte |1}

Leicester

2>
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Gardening

Classifieds

Email simone.adams@futurenet.com for more information

BULBS PLANTS & SEEDS

Two Wests & Elliott
Quality Equipment
for Greenhouse and Garden

STREPTOGARPUS,
SANTPAULIAS
AND UNUSUAL
HOUSEPLANTS

L ctdogu wich nckdos
o St

ke ;-
Dileys Nurseries, Dept AG, Lisnlidan,
thin, Denbighshire LL15 2LG

FASHION

SNOWDROPS
IN THE GREEN

..£10.50 per 100
£90 per 1000
15 per 100
£130 per 1000
16 per 100
£9 per 50

SINGLE SNOWDROPS..
SINGLE SNOWDROPS..
DOUBLE SNOWDROFP:
DOUBLE SNOWDROPS.
ENGLISH BLUEBELLS..
CROCU!

Bwider Fee 10%

For Men & Women

YOUR ORDER"

Stylish
WIDE FITTING
Shoes

Fittings EE to 8E

for your FREE catalogue
call 01933 311 077 or visit
wwwwiderfitshoes.co.uk

“Dctuang Possge s Pckng. FREE POSTAGE

GARDENS & OUTDOORS

ADD A TOUCH OF CLASS
TO YOUR GARDEN WITH

sh“ mclnl

S T———y
“_m

o
% :
S

1 you aur new demonsiration DVD free of charge.

J8CR Wood, Dept MAGE1, 66 Clough Road,HULLHUs 3SR
o it nfoandermood.co.

www.metal-craft.co.uk

£10 per 50
10 per 50
£10 per 50
10 per 50
£10 per 50
15 per 10

MINIATURE DAFFODILS.
ACONITES...

MINIATURE TULIP:

SNOWFLAKES...

CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
PAP FRLE, MAKE CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS PAVAGLE T0:
ANGLIA BULBS, LORDS LANE, WISSECH, CAMES PEV TU. TEL 01045 410366

n ol s pe s granboue v
pomatcalyvihout H...u..,m,‘.r,u,wm‘ ot thesu
scdit Cards Acceptec® Onin free UK Delvery

= For a FREE bm(hme telephone or visit the
335342981
wow baylissautovents.co.uk _‘

ct us page

ROSES

Can

Of Colchester Limited
« Established in 1765 +

FREE 2021 Rose Catalogue 4

CANTS OF COLCHESTER LTD, Dot AG, Naylanc Rosc,
, Essex CO4 5HA Tel: O1.
Email: catalogues@cantsroses.co. g
Visit www.cantsroses.co.uk




SHARE YOUR STORIES TIPS AND PHOTOS and you will receive
afantastic pair of Town & Country’s Master Gardener gloves — the

UK's best-selling gardening glove and a perfect companion to help
you in the garden. State small, medium or large with your letter.

Capturing memories in a calendar

ONCEamonth, Itry

for2023.

Future Publishing
ol

L Ui 45 e Tangie
. Winnaren K 517

Gardening Editor: R
Assistant Edior: Janey Goulding
Art Editor Al Rigger

Editorial assitant: Lesley Upton
Picture Editor o

i Letters: Wency Humphies
Email smateurgardening@luturenst com
enctesrphy A1 copyr s ke
i

.
Hesd o rirt Licansing: Rachel Shaw
Subscriptons

Frm oo amateurgrdeningauba coukleubiave
UK orderine & anquiie 0330 333 M3

Onarecent
walk my pal Jenny and | spotted this
delightful clump of snowdrops

pi
My friends will receive a copy of the
calendar forChistmas,and one or

ortmacser

myfavouitemagazines.

Samacption domye
St Uk ey

1always take photos and plan to
pick the best to create awall calendar

What | turn to first...

PLEASE thank Graham Clarke
for

snapsho! of

Susan Campbell, Cheshire

the day. The historical

information he always gives
us, | think his sense of fun
comes through in his writing

sointeresting, thank you
raham for making my ay.
1wonder what other

and it always makes me smile.  readersturn to inthe
1 always dothe wordsearch  magazine first?
first, my favourite thingto o Mrs Rose Sh

aw,
withacup of coffee tobegin  Oadby, Leics |

Cireultion Reail Ctegory Diractor Ben Oakden

. "
It’s spring — hurray!
1KNOW spring is really coming when
my first Iris reticulata bursts open,

garden. Such beautifullittle flowers
and colours

Sylvia Monk,

Hﬂyllng etand, Hants

Primroses, crocuses and daffs are.

HERE'S a "beauty spot” in my garden
anda promise of things to come. | hope
colours. Eoo(s and 1rcwe\s atthe ready.
Stephen

pracbebeben

Wendy says Indeed, ts all goin the

garden, the earl
promptus to get cracking!
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Toby Buckland a

p(awt{man, and BBC

Sunflowers, seen here

i

elds, are indelibly linked
raine.

Plants of peace

A’
d '5 pred
Grouing oty secds o momumertal

rapers, inspiing sunflowers represent |
g Mracios i more woys than one

ad ches,
Tike this greenfinch, that
feast on the seeds

Sunflowers are linked with brave Ukrainians, says Toby.
Plant some now to show sohdamy and the hope for peace

thing for

Tdb\yd" trivia

Ukraine and Russia supply
up to 70-80% of the world’s

sunflower oil,

Sunflowers come in many

forms, from huge singles bred
toflower and ripen for seed at the
same time, to dwarfs suitable for
pots and repeaters for cut flowers

sunflowers. Growing in a few ten by\ ki K. the religious
weeks into skyscrapers, they are. Interestingly, ry-up!
the pun) with the best of them. giant they had ' i

‘A push the stripy kernels into the:
astonishing summer height and heftto
vents mean that

abranched habitakinto thatofa
coneflower or aster,producing a
rela

SunBelievable are closerto North

American originals than the giants —

butalthough they give a longer display.

now | can't help but reflect
we are tolive in a free and peaceful land.
i

nd they
but for the Russian Orthodox Church,
and

with the brave and be\eaguered people

the most striking,
and are adored by bees and finches
thatfeastonthe seeds.

lard during Lent. Rather ithout,

n Ui« o

of Ukraine.
national flower, but the \mage ofthe.

18th

ited for a mechanical

golden lue sky also
Grokes o blue andyellow of e
Ukrainian flag, while oil pressed from
the seed provides a significant chunk
of Ukraine's agricultural wealth.
Sunflowers aren't native to Europe
but hark back to North America, where

l
harvest and pressing for oil. This meant

solidarity and a prayer of thanks for the
liberty, equality and fraternity we enjoy.

Sow sunflowers for better days

SUNFLOWERS are child's play to grow.

people as a seedy staple for thousands
ofyears. Itwas only after European

in pots,
into the soil where you wan them to
grow, and theyll sprout and co

rinigh.
St e e

“In Ukraine,
sunflowers

signify peace”
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the flowers, and f keptin a dry shed
the seeds make excellent bird food.
The deep roots can also improve
drainage and aeration. To support the
tall stems, they grow deep taproots
that find their way in, and then expand
fissures in otherwise compacted soll

I “Suntastic'ls
one sunflower loved by bees



/ AVAILABLE IN A
000 WpERaNGEoF
( sizes

NG

$ FABRICS.

| ALSO AVAILABLE AS MATCHING: ARMCHAIRS | OTTOMANS
Shown in Bennington Berry | MADE TO ORDER IN JUST 6 - 8 WEEKS*

SL wﬁ; Beautiful furniture that’s designed

Comfort i
Exp{ ot % for your posture & wellbeing.

STORES NATIONWIDE N Excellent’

your leisure, book a FREE Home Visit 21 1SS [ Lk [k [ 4

or veque:l a FREE Catalogue H Trustpilot
Call 01924 507050 Visit hslchairs.com




Tutti Frutti
"7 1x25cm Pre-Planted Basket £19.99
¥ 2 x25cm Pre-Planted Baskets £35.98

s £14
ONLY EACH

Hurry offer ends April 5th

Baskets “ -

) ®Guaranteed summer displays
} }W I ovtind 0(4.4_’0 4 @ Just position, water and enjoy!
P ,*.5

Forhasseee gardening, ook no furthr than ur
pr-plnted contaners for cay easons olou:

eteaayson he okt o ways tomake I

b (Mo . y i £ Simplr or cur gardening customers. Sowhat
> b/ could be esierthan hanging baskets and patio
potswhich e aeacy piantec up? These el

worant mixof plant which

Hurry Offe Ends Aprilsth.
Suppled as 25cm (1) hanging basketsfrom Moy.

FuchsiaTrailing
Pre-Planted Basket
ot oukbe st g e
ot i e
w7 e o

844 573 7414

Phons LinesSam -8y (on ) 9 -6y, (Sat Sun).

www.thompson-morgan.com/TM_TS3916
™ Spec .

= o YQUR SATISFACTION GUARANTEED ryour,
ﬁ&:‘ml;ss:n i &Morgan, Waantyouto b 10% st ity prcuctyou
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