
Minispares - LONDON  
LONDON (M25/A1 Junction) MINISPARES HEAD OFFICE 

Cranbourne Industrial Estate,  Cranbourne Rd.  Potters Bar, Herts. EN6 3JN 

Tel: 01707 607700 

Minispares - NORTH  
Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road, Northminster Business Park, York Y026 6QU 

Tel: 01423 881800     

All parts available on-line and by mail order

Supplying quality Mini parts for 45 years

45,000 plus parcels sent last year by DHL, plus 30,000 by Royal Mail 

 The one-stop Mini parts mail order shop for EVERYTHING your Mini needs (as our name suggests). 
Whatever some boxes may say, genuine original parts are diminishing quickly. 

Very few parts on the market today are actually genuine originals now. 
 BE SURE - DEMAND MINI SPARES QUALITY! 

As the largest supplier of Mini parts in the world we find genuine original parts and the best available modern 
versions of original parts.
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The One Stop Shop for all your Mini Parts
for current prices visit: www.minispares.com

C-AHT347

14A7299

C-AEG479

22G1053

TSP100390

45 Years of Keeping Minis On The Road!

Tens of Thousands Spent on Tooling & Development

Manufactured from our tooling or unique to Mini Spares

DPB10165

CZH605

500929MS

17H5143

DPB10166

24A2110

GWW807

C-21A1964 C-21A1071

C-STR687

MSG04 C-22A1741

22G2033EVO

22A1021

DAM7455

QL5000

ADU3017 GS25320

GS25319

CZH646/7

14A9624

ADU9102

ADU3018

The World’s leading source of Mini parts since 1975

MS25

GLZ119A

MSSK3008

GRH247KEVLAR

GRH240KEVLAR

www.minispares.com 

Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures, 
downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals

Mail Order - 01707 607700 
Mail Order also available direct from Mini Spares North

Call 01423 881800 to order 

Please note that prices can change during the period that the 
magazines are printing - check website for up-to-date prices

Keep in touch with us on  
FACEBOOK and Twitter

GWB219

GWW804

24A1750

MSSK2103

5 Speed Pre A‐Plus4 Synchro

1st/2nd
Synchro
Hub

Mk1 Aus�n Mini Grille

White ‘69‐75 Grey ‘64‐’75 

Mk1 Pair  
Pre’96 

Clubman Rear 

Stainless Steel 

Stainless Steel 

Stainless
Steel 10”

Pair

Pair ‘80 on

Clubman
Le�

Right

Rose
Petal

Diamond Cut

 Chrome On Brass

with End Guards

Mk2 Mini Cooper Grille

Rover Spec.
Pre 2000

Compe��onA‐Plus

2 YEAR
GUARANTEE

2 YEAR
GUARANTEE

C-STR688

DEMAND Mini Spares approved and trusted parts!

DAM8890

C-AHT346

C-AHT346RACE

8 Port   Mk3 Window Winder 
Road/Rally 
Red Spot 

81.3 Stroke 
EN40B Steel
"S" Crank Heater Valve Original Shape

Compe��on
Yellow Spot

8 Port 
Large Valve

Roller Type
External Release

Estate/Traveller Rear 
Window FramePush Fit 

Mk1/2 original shape

Selector Fork Rod

1st/2nd Gear 

4.75" x 10" 4.5" x 10" 

3 Synchro

Drivesha� Couplings Camber Tracking Kit

Cooper S Top Hose

Interior Door Handle Mk1/2

Door Channel Lower Sliding
Window Runner Mk1/2 

Outer Door 
Weather  
Moulding 
with clips 

Lowert Hose

24A88

1975 - 2020

Front Engine Plate

12G2626

14A7057 GENUINE

EXCELLENT 
FIT

WILL NOT 
SHRINKFuel Tank Rubber

ALA6668

Prices include VAT @ 20%

NEW!

Steel 
Duplex

C-AJJ3325 



Shop on-line at www.minispares.com or visit our 3 great stores

www.minispares.com

Cranborne Industrial Estate,
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700

Mini Spares - LONDON

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road
Northminster Business Park. York.
Y026 6QU Telephone: 01423 881800

Mini Spares - NORTHMini Spares - MIDLANDS

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury.
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011
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All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either  
Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees. 
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.   Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702 

27H46565/7

MSC105

MSC110

Cast Caliper

2Core

4Core

Alloy Caliper Sports Coil

Ballast Type

Waterpump Grille Surround Kits

C-AJJ4022 GWP134EVO MSF166

MiniSpares
20/50 Oil
& Filter GUL7005T

GRILLE10

14A7781RETRO

C-ARA4442

C-ARA4444

ARP1106

C-AEG4105L877

HILO-SET

HILO

Ba�ery Cover Oil PumpEvolu on
Heavy Duty
Helical Gear
Kit

C-STN48

Regulator Valve

C-AEG454

Damper
and
Pulley

Roller Tip Rockers
Cradle Type

GSV1118EVO

Knuckle
Joint

Check Arm Rubber

C-STR632

Lower
Arm Bush
Kit

Tie Bar
Bush Kit

CZH4052

C-AHT446EVO

3 YEAR
GUARANTEE

3 YEAR
GUARANTEE Mk2

Mk1

3Core

ARP2000
3Core

Silicon
Rocker
Gasket

GEG300

GUG705009EVO

1275cc Head Gasket

21A2183

ARA359 pre 1974

21A1774

C-STN100-20

C-STN103-20

RC40PACKAGE001 C-AJJ3385 X-PIN

Evolu on
Lightweight

Original
side exit

Molybdenum
Cross Pin
Diff

C-AHT230

Road
Rally

Lightened EN8
Compe  on

ENG004 Half Engine

1293cc ‐ A+

12A367

These parts are manufactured for us, or unique to Mini Spares

GAE131
Grey Sta c Seat Belt Reversing Light Switch

850/998/1100cc Head 
Gasket

Brake Caliper Repair Kit

MSSB1112GREY

GUG702506HG

GRK5 8MS

GRK5008

Demand Mini Spares approved and trusted parts

Last year we sent 45,000+ parcels by DHL and 30,00

C-STR627 

Original

Genuine

Front &
Rear

Trumpets

21A530

21A1684 

Simply the largest stocks of Mini parts in the world! 

Performance
Cone
Spring

ARP1110

The Cheapest Alloy  
Radiator on the  

Market!

£62.70
Inc. VAT

NEW! NEW!

C-AHT595

FAM3968EVO 

Christmas opening �mes 2020 Thurs.  24th  Dec. 2020  . . . .9am‐1pm Fri.       25th  Dec. 2020  . . . . .CLOSED Sat.      26th  Dec. 2020  . . . . .CLOSED Sun.     27th  Dec. 2020  . . . . .CLOSED Mon.   28th  Dec. 2020  . . . . .CLOSED Tues.   29th  Dec. 2020  . . .9am‐5.30pm Wed.   30th  Dec. 2020  . . .9am‐5.50pm Thurs. 31st  Dec. 2020  . . . .9am‐1pm Fri.       1st     Jan. 2021  . . . . .CLOSED Sat.      2nd   Jan. 2021  . . . . .CLOSED 



9 Harris Road, Porte Marsh Industrial Estate, 
Calne, Wiltshire SN11 9PT 
Fax: 01249 721316  Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk

www.somerfordmini.co.uk
SERVICE RESTORATION SPARES

COUNTER SALES OR MAIL ORDER

Phone for postage rates, it’s CHEAPER
than you think!

We EXPORT
all over

the world!

WE STOCK OVER 10,000 PARTS!

SHOP OPENING HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 9am - 6pm  
SATURDAY: 9am - 2pm  
SUNDAY: Closed

Many NEW and VERY RARE parts are available to buy in our dedicated shop in Calne or visit our online service

Telephone

01249 721421

This advert only represents 5% of our stock, please phone 01249 721421 for more parts and prices.   All prices in the advert include VAT.   
E&OE - Prices correct at time of going to press. Subject to change without notice.
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Whilst we endeavour to source and sell the best quality parts
available, we regret we do not cater for concours cars.

1 Bonnet MK1, MK2 & MK3 £201.52
2 Front wing with or without side repeater £116.03
3 Full scuttle repair £152.68
4 ‘A’ post stiffener - internal hinges only £30.13
5 ‘A’ post boxing plate - MK1 & 2 (M. Machine) / MK3 £14.29/£34.24
6 ‘A’ post step repair - internal hinges £96.19
7 Rear wing MK3 / MK1 & 2 (M. Machine) £134.65/£88.09
8 Backpanel - Screen down/Gutter down £244.26/£329.76
9 Full boot hinge panel £224.52
1 0 Inner ‘A’ panel (including scuttle closing panel) £79.52
1 1 Outer ‘A’ panel MK1 & 2 / MK3 £41.68/£25.64
1 2 Scuttle closing plate £15.38
1 3 Door - MK1 & 2 / MK3 £671.72/£519.06
1 4 Door skin - MK1 & 2 / MK3 £97.72/£97.72
1 5 Rear valance / closing plate (Partial/Full) £62.82/£32.93/£43.84
1 6 Stiffener-boot floor to arch / Rear bulkhead £23.09/£14.95
1 7 Companion bin closing plate / Inner sill stiffener £16.30/16.87
1 8 Heelboard - Full / Half £85.92/£41.68
1 9 Full wheel housing £103.87
20 Rear turret repair / Mudguard £59.63/£43.60
2 1 Full floor pan / Half floor (rod change) £262.88/£121.82
22 Floor sling shoe £8.78
23 Jacking point / Seat belt anchor £19.04/£8.87
24 Boot floor / Seat pan skin £224.41
25 Inner wing bare / comes with A post & ‘A’ panel £185.94/£237.24
25 MK1 & MK2 van pickup inner wings £137.22
26 Flitch repair panel (Non Genuine) £23.76
27 Radiator cowl / Vent panel £70.54/£54.83
28 Boot floor side repair / Rear repair (M. Machine) £24.30/£28.34
29 RHD tank stand £16.87
30 Front panel Pre 1976 / Post 1976 (rubber mounted) £213.72 each
3 1 Boot lid MK3 / MK1 £225.95/£366.40

Waist rail (below 1/4 light) Pre ‘70 / Post ‘70 £25.54/£54.36
Clubman wings / Front panel £129.34/£127.43
Clubman bonnet / Inner wing £1 95.26/£225.71
Mini under wing liners (helps prevent corrosion) £95.70

GENUINE HERITAGE PANELS
(Unless otherwise stated)

SUBFRAMES & COMPONENTS
1 Non Genuine rear subframe - Wet/Dry £251.56/£248.58
2 Genuine rear subframe Wet or Dry £487.31 each
3 Genuine front subframe. Pre ‘76/MPi £546.31/£519.35
4 Front subframe assembly (includes all running gear, suspension, brakes, etc.) £1826.74
5 Rear subframe assembly (includes all running gear, suspension, brakes, etc.) £1793.42
6 Rear subframe mount kit - (bushes, pins, bolts, etc.) £57.84
7 MK1 front subframes   £546.31

VAN/ESTATE REAR VALENCE PANELS

1 2
3

5
4

9
6

8

7

1 Rear number plate backing £1 1.75
2 Rear number plate bracket £8.52
3 1/4 valence seam capping £8.82
4 Rear 1/4 valence - Genuine / Non Genuine £25.84/£11.88
5 Rear 1/4 valence closing plate £5.58
6 Centre rear - Genuine / Non Genuine £44.99/19.62
7 Centre rear valence closing plate £29.84
8 Van or Estate - Fuel tank / Fitting kit £270.07/£7.14
9 Rear valence seam capping   £8.82

FLOORING PANELS
1 Radius arm nipple shroud £7.20
2 Saloon outer sill - MK1 & 2, 4 flute (M. Machine) £19.36
2 Saloon outer sill - MK3 Genuine / Non Genuine £45.80/£19.62
2 Van & Estate outer sill - MK1 & 2, 4 flute (M. Machine) £20.81
2 Van & Estate outer sill - MK3 Genuine / Non Genuine £37.46/26.82
3 Seat cross member - Pre 1974 / Post 1974 £56.17/£61.12
4 Seat cross member end repair £19.86
5 Companion bin - Saloon MK1, 2, 3 / Clubman Estate £31.98/£82.66
5 Genuine companion bin - MK3 onwards £43.84
6 Lower companion bin repair - Saloon MK1, 2, 3 / Club Estate £20.70/£18.72
7 Wide front to rear floor (c/w outer sill and jacking point) £135.29
8 Narrow front to rear floor (c/w outer sill and jacking point) £98.28
9 Full length inner seal - Saloon / Estate £28.36/£28.80
10 Battery cable cover £21.36
11 Complete floor assenbly Heritage £737.36
12 Front foot well repair - Budget / Restoration £26.10/£35.93
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RESTORATION
We have over 20 years of unrivalled knowledge and
experience. With full workshop facilities and highly

skilled staff, we can restore your Mini to the highest
standards. We cater for all types and years of Minis and

can make your dream come true!

REFURBISHMENT
Sadly every Mini succumbs to the dreaded rust. Our

Refurbishment service could be the answer. Typically
all ‘skin’ panels are replaced and the car receives an

external respray. This will bring your Mini to it’s former
glory and give it at least another 15 years of life!

OTHER SERVICES
Our workshop is fully equipped and has an in-house stock
of over 10,000 new parts, enabling our skilled mechanics

to perform many vital services for your Mini. These
include accident repair, mechanical repair, servicing, MOT

tests, modification & tuning and re-shells.

SCAN
ME!

For your FREE copy of the CLASSIC MINI
ACCESSORIES and/or BODY PANEL catalogue,
please phone us on 01249 721421 or
email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk

F
CATALOGUES

SCAN ME!

Tel: 01249 721421   Fax: 01249 721316 www.somerfordmini.co.uk 

Look at our comprehensive website

Somerford Mini has FULL workshop facilities. We are experts at restoring Minis and turn out some of the BEST IN THE COUNTRY. 
We also offer other services from general repairs and servicing to up-rated engines and suspensions. In fact we cater for anything connected 
with a Mini. We offer expert advice and a dependable, professional service. Why not visit our ever expanding shop and workshops?

www.somerfordmini.co.uk
More than a website, VISIT the most useful resource tool in 
the business! Over 12,500 parts fully illustrated and many 
new and rare parts are available to buy online.

BRAKES
M. Cyl - single line (plastic tank) / Dual line  £46.48/£80.08
Wheel cylinder - all types in stock  From £8.28
M. Cyl seating gaskets - Large / Small  £1.61/£1.13
Brake flexi hose - Front / Rear  £7.02/£7.80
Rear brake Adjuster / Wedge  £2.12/£4.27 each
Handbrake bellows  £2.28 each
Brake backplate - Front / Rear  £42.98/£34.12
Brake shoes - Front / Rear  £14.98/£13.88
Handbrake cables - Twin / Front / Rear to rear  £4.75/£4.32/£4.74
Brake drum - Standard / Spaced  £13.19/£14.58
Brake disc - 8.4” / 7.5” / Vented  £10.20/£19.80/£14.40
Brake disc 997 / 998 Cooper  £48.72 each
Brake pads - ‘S’ / Late / Vented  £23.27/£14.84/£19.30
Complete brake pipe kit (copper/brass unions)  From £102.56
Individual brake pipes From £8.65
Brake servo (Gen) MK1 & MK2 / Brake servo kit (Gen) MK3 £356.70/£248.04

CARBURATION
Air fi lter - HS2 / HS4 / Injection Cooper  £8.34/£6.30/£8.77
Carb rebuild kit - HS2 / HS4 standard / HIF44  £55.25/£60.54/£74.92
Carb jets - Standard / Waxstat  £20.76/£43.90
Heat shield kit - HS2 / HS4 Stainless  £13.09
Throttle cable - HS / HIF  £4.74/£5.99
Choke cable - MK1 & ‘S’ / 1969 & 1989  £13.80/£15.00/£10.97
Carb Needle / Spring  £15.07/£7.40
Twin carb link pipe  £10.08
Fuel pump - Manual - Non Genuine  £21.60
Fuel pump - Manual - Genuine  £ASK
Fuel pump - Electric - Non Genuine  £61.78
Electric fuel pump mounting Bracket / Clamp  £8.34/£7.91
S.U. pump banjo union  £5.51
Fuel fi lter in-line (replacable element)  £9.00
Fuel hose - Rubber / Braided (per metre)  £5.06/£8.70
Front/rear copper fuel pipe - Saloon / Van & Estate  £19.20/£34.42
Carb return spring - Standard / Twin carb  £3.54/£2.56
Twin carb linkage kit £26.69
Fuel pump blanking plate £4.03

CLUTCH
Clutch kit - Diaphragm / Verto / Injection  £58.55/£135.83/£85.50
Slave cylinder - Diaphragm - Genuine/Non Genuine  £30.16/£11.44
Slave cylinder - Verto - Genuine/Non Genuine  £45.44/£25.91
Flexi hose - Diaphragm / Verto  £8.68/£4.74
Clutch cover - Standard / Orange / Grey  £31.55/£50.45/£47.10
Master cylinder - Plastic tank / Tin tank  £54.48/£71.82
Release bearing - Diaphragm / Verto £6.00/£7.80
Return spring £2.34

COOLING
Standard Radiator - 3 Row/Comp 2 Row/MPi  £60.29/£71.82/£71.94
Oil cooler - 13 Row  £42.62
Braided pipe kit - Mini / Clubman  £34.88/£39.36
Thermostat / Blanking sleeve / Housing  £3.48/£9.40/£8.10
Radiator cowling rubber  £5.82
Radiator cowling upper & lower - ‘60-’74 /Cooper & ‘S’ ‘61-’74  £77.71 each
Radiator hoses to 1990 - Top / Bottom  £3.30/£8.64
Top hose ‘S’ / GT  £3.58/£4.20
Heater control valve MK1 / MK3 / MK4  £19.98/£17.56/£28.27
Water pump  £16.20
Cooling fan - 2 Blade / 6 Blade  £37.88/£47.54
Top radiator bracket - ‘S’ or GT  £9.54/£8.99
Heater hose  £3.82 per metre
1275 fan spacer £9.38
Heater cable - MK1 / MK2 & MK3 £13.80/£12.90

ELECTRICAL
Fuel sender - Saloon / Estate  £26.29/£25.54
Indicator switch MK1 / MK2 / MK3  £42.00/£33.60/£39.06
Fuse box - 2 Fuse / 4 Fuse  £10.08/£8.82

SUSPENSION & STEERING
Radius arm rebuild kit  £15.00 each
Knuckle joint  £4.08 each
Swivel pin kit (service one hub)  £10.73
Track rod end - Genuine / Non Genuine  £14.52/£5.40
Steering rack (new) RHD / LHD  £69.72/£74.30
Sports pack limited travel rack (Non Genuine)  £81.35
Nylon steering column bush - Upper / Lower  £3.00/£4.74
Timken front disc bearings - Genuine / Non Genuine  £58.80/£14.04
Timken front drum bearings - Genuine / Non Genuine  £ASK/£12.42
Timken rear bearings - Genuine / Non Genuine  £42.00/£12.60
Drive fl ange ‘S’ / 8.4” / Drum  £27.85/£30.48/£34.80
Shock absorber - Front & Rear  £15.34 each
Hydro pipe - Nylon / Copper  £42.00/£33.78
Displacer dust cover  £9.64
Top arm rebuild kit  £11.70 per arm
Front towing eye £10.20
Massive selection of nuts, bolts and body hardware in stock

BODYSHELLS
Range includes MK4, SPi, MPi

We stock the ENTIRE Heritage bodyshell range. Please contact us with 
your requirements.
Sportspack (MK4, etc.) £8951.04
Clubman Saloon £9297.54

DVD MANUALS
Service Parts and Owners Manual DVD - All Models  £29.99

Floor starter switch  £29.58
Solenoid - Standard / Push button  £10.20/£23.50
Floor mounted dip switch  £19.92
Headlamp switch - MK1 / MK2 / MK3  £12.18/£15.00/£9.72
Battery cable - front to rear  £43.92
Battery - Clamp / Rod  £8.10/£2.34
Dynamo - Outright  £63.52
Alternator - Outright  From £53.94
Voltage regulator  £22.07
Starter motor (Outright) - Inertia/Pre-engaged  £70.80/£80.04
Complete wiring looms  From £227.05
Wiper wheelbox - MK1 / MK3  £51.66/£20.18
Washer pump - Electric / Manual  £11.94/£22.92
Wiper park switch / Multi plug  £13.14/£8.92
Wiper motor - twin speed £49.60
Indicator flasher unit MK1 / MK2 & 3 / 1991 onwards £5.99/£4.68/£13.72

IGNITION
H.T. leads & plug caps - Period MK1  £33.19 Set
H.T. lead set - Various colours / MPi  £12.25/£15.32
Electronic ignition kits - Aldon / Lumenition  £132.30/£95.12
Aldon competition dizzy £176.17
Ignition switch MK1 & 2 / MK3 & MK4 £10.36/£54.82

LIGHTING
Clubman side indicator unit  £68.74
Rear light - MK1 / MK2 / MK3  £40.02/£59.82/£52.98
Rear lens MK1 - Red / Amber / Screw kit  £8.10/£7.43/£8.52
Rear lens MK2 & MK3  £24.19
Headlamp sealed beam unit  £11.51
Quadoptic halogen headlamp kit RHD/LHD  £47.63/£57.07
Steel headlamp - Bowl / Rubber gasket  £10.80/£4.20
Plastic headlamp bowl (including rim, gasket & adjuster)  £13.50
Headlamp bezel - Genuine / Non Genuine  £19.91/£11.94
Front indicator unit - Genuine / Non Genuine  £16.20/£7.14
‘Works’ chrome boot mounted spot lamp  £98.59
6” driving lamp set - Black / Chrome  £33.17/£26.68
Stainless spotlamp bracket  £7.20
Pick-up rear light - 1976 onwards  £29.09
Rear number plate MK1 & 2 - Genuine / Non Genuine £29.58/£8.21
MK3 Interior light / Interior light switch £9.90/£5.94

PLUGS/CONTRACTS/CONDENSERS
(All types in stock)

Coil - Standard / Ballast  £27.84/£19.67
Coil - Electronic / Sports  £23.40/£26.10
Low tension lead - MK1 / MK2 25D  £5.34
Distributor vacuum unit - 25D / 45D  £18.90
Engine splash guard kit (includes clips, etc.)  £35.75
Standard battery / Heavy duty £59.15/£81.40
Metal vacuum advance pipe with fuel trap £29.93

RUBBER BUSHES & MOUNTINGS
Rear subframe mounting - Large / Small  £3.53/£1.14
Rear sub mounting pin  £9.00
Tie bar - Standard / Heavy duty  £1.08 each/£7.80 Set of 4
Bottom arm - Standard / Heavy duty  £1.80 each/£6.00 Set of 4
Rear shock top cap  £4.08
Top arm rebound buffer  £3.00
Front bump stop (not hydro) - 1 Bolt / 2 Bolt  £7.15/£7.80
Bump stop (hydro) - Front / Rear  £8.40/£6.60
Shock absorber - Front Bush / Rear Top Mount  £3.02/£1.44
Front subframe - Front mount / Rear mount  £4.50/£5.94
Rubber suspension cone - Genuine  £52.92
Rod change mount  £3.54
Remote housing mount  £4.92
Engine mount manual  £3.54
Engine mount auto - RHD / LHD  £16.80/£12.34
Engine tie bar kit - Standard / Up-rated  £3.38/£7.66
Remote to gearbox - Front  £3.54





One of our favourite tasks on Mini 
Magazine is producing our 'On 
The Job' features. We get the 

chance to visit someone else's workshop/
garage/front drive, check out how their 
project is coming along and then write 
about it in the magazine. It's inspirational, 
and we always come away with a few 
ideas of what we might incorporate into 
our own future projects.

The icing on the cake is when one of 
these projects is completed. Shooting a 
feature on a Mini that we saw in build is a 
great feeling. To see if all the plans came 
together, how they changed and why. 
And it gives us just one more chance to 
talk Minis...

This month's cover car, Wayne Wright's 
'Storm', first appeared in Mini Magazine 
November 2019. It was a bare shell and a 
collection of parts, and he was full of 
ideas of how the finished Mini was going 
to look. In just over a year he has 
completely transformed the Mini, and not 
only has he turned his ideas into a very 
solid reality, he's gone so much further 
than he planned. It's a great car, and you 
can see the full story starting on page 12.

And once you're read it, drop us a line 
and tell us about your current project. 
You could be our next cover star...

We hope you'll enjoy all of this month's 
stories and we really appreciate your 
continued support of MM. If you can, join 
us on our social media channels, or visit 
https://shop.kelsey.co.uk to either 
subscribe or order single copies, 
delivered direct to your door, or for 
immediate download in digital form.

Stay well, and stay safe,
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We've followed the full build of 
Wayne Wright's stunning street racer.
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Tools for the Job
Screen Lock strip tool £13
Suspension cone tool £30
Flywheel puller £30
Socket flywheel/ Ball joint £42
Sump plug socket £9
Brake adjusting spanner £11
Ball joint separator £32
Grease gun £32
Helicoil kit From £30
Stud extractor set £54
Oil filter removal tool £25
Brake pipe flaring tool £39
Eezibleed                                           £37

Heritage Mini bodyshells From £8954

Top quality steel body panels from British
Motor Heritage & Magnum Classic Mini
panels, at the best prices!
minisport.com for full range or call our experts!

Panels Non-Gen Genuine
A panel Mk3 - RH/LH £17 £25
A post hinge panel - RH/LH £18 £29
Bonnet Mk2on £170 £196
Boot floor & battery box - £258
Boot floor rear repair £30 -
Battery box £31 £62
Door skin Mk3on - RH/LH £44 £96
Door step, shaped - RH/LH £16 £94
Floor panel front to rear
inc sill RH/LH £89 £118
Front floor well - RH/LH £28 -
Front panel '76on £69 £208
Front panel to'76 £77 £208
Clubman front panel                         - £259

Panels Non-Gen Genuine
Front wing - early £62 £112
Front wing - late £62 £112
Front wing - Clubman - £126
Pocket closing plate - £16
Pocket filler £7 £16
Rear floor well - RH/LH £38 -
Rear valance all models £20 £61
Rear valance closing assembly £30 £43
Rear wheel arch £68 £101
Screen corner repair £18 -
Scuttle screen lower complete £52 £149
Seam cover front £12 £19
Seam cover rear £13 £21
Sill inner repair - RH/LH £17 -
Sill outer 4.5'' Mk3on - RH/LH £20 £45
Sill outer 9'' Mk3on - RH/LH           £28 -

Steel Body Panels Subframes

Windscreens

Body Seals & Finisher Strips

Hinges & Fittings

Carpet Sets

Body Shells

Largest stocks of Heritage
Mini bodyshells in the World.
Mk1, Mk4, SPi, MPi Sportspack
& Clubman available.

Front - dry suspension type £506
Front fully built, to '97 £2116
Front subframe mountings From £4
Rear - dry suspension type From £259
Rear - dry suspension type - POWDER COATED

From £281
Rear Mini Sportspack '97on £475
Rear fully built to '97 £2188
Rear subframe fitting kit From £32
Rear subframe trunion, rectangular or stepped £25

Front Screens
Clear £41
Clear heated £254
Tinted £50
Tinted heated £222
Top tinted £48
Top tinted heated £232
Rubber seal From £10
Locking strip £8

Rear Screens
Clear £121
Clear heated £209
Mk1 clear £155
Mk1 clear heated £248
Rubber seal £10
Locking strip tool £13

Rear 1/4 glass seal - open £9
Rear 1/4 glass seal - fixed £11
MK3 door seal £17
Mk3 door inner chrome strip £16
Door outer chrome strip £20
Mk4 boot lid seal £10
Mk4 bonnet drip rail £8
Sill trim late - black £9
Sill trim chrome deluxe From £14
Roof gutter trim - black £12

Door hinge set - external £143
Door hinge set - internal From £75
Door check strap From £15
Door check arm assembly £10
Bonnet hinge £20
Boot hinges - pair From £17

Standard black, red or grey
£29
Deluxe black, red or brown
£45
Newton Commercial
From £232
Sound insulation kit
£45

Full range of classic
interiors & trims
available for all Minis.

Books & Manuals

Our experts can prep & paint your
body shell ready to build, or

we can do the complete build for you...

Owners manual - '59-'69 £25
Mini workshop manual - '69-'01 £17
Tuning A Series 3rd edition £23
Weber & SU carburettor manual £17
Mini restoration manual £30
Mini Cooper - Rally giants £16
Ultimate Mini restoration manual £40
Mini Essential buyers guide £10
Anatomy of the classic Mini £35
Mini Minor to Asia Minor £16
1275 A-Series manual £35
Anatomy of the Works Mini £20
BMC competition secrets                 £25

The Mini scrapbook £20
The Self Preservation Society
- Italian Job book £45
How To Prepare
- A Historic Racing Mini £25
Tony Ambrose autobiography
- Ever the bridesmaid                         £15

MK1
£12549

Grilles
Internal or External
Bonnet Release type
Cooper 8 blade £59
Cooper lamp holes £111
Mk5 wavy classic £92
11 blade chrome £91
Grille side surrounds £12
Grille top surround £21
Mk1 Austin wavy      £101

Mk1 Austin Cooper £102
Mk1 Morris Cooper £86
Mustache surround £100
Mustache endsEach £12
Clips mustache ends

  Each £1

Black £51
O.E. spec stainless £64
Chrome £46
Chrome budget £39
Stainless Mk1 £68

Stainless, door Each Fr. £20
Black, door Each £22
Chrome bullet Each Fr. £33
Downton style Each £22
Cooper - White Pair £53
Cooper - Chrome Each £33
Clip on classic Each £22

Mk1 kit £156
Mk1 kit & bumpers £285
Mk2 overrider kit From £58

Body Brightwork

Brightwork
S/S Headlamp peaks £10
S/S Headlamp stoneguards £11
Mk3 chrome no. plate lamp £21
S/S Seam mouldings Pair £26
Boot hinges - chrome £13
Plain door handle scoops £8
Alloy dip stick: blue, red, silver £10
Aston style fuel cap £19
Union Jack badge £5
Cooper boot badge '96on £13
GB boot badge £5
Cooper S Mk3 bonnet badge £25
Mk3 boot handle  £27

Internal
Bonnet
Release

Grille
Buttons

Complete Kit £36 Chrome or Black Set     £11

Overrider & Corner Bars

Mirrors

Bumpers

Wheel Arches

Special arches, black £25
Chrome covers for special arches £125
Monte Carlo style £76
Sports pack style - glassfibre arches £106
Group 2 glassfibre arches £64
Group 2 race glassfibre arches                                    £69



Cooling

Suspension

Suspension Parts

Shock Absorbers

Front set £48
Rear set £66
Full Mini kit £98

KYB Oil shock absorbers Each £18
KYB Gas shock absorbers Each £35
Bilstein B4 Gas Each £22
GMAX shock absorbers Each £26

Quick & Easy height
adjustment. Replaces
original trumpet & knuckle
joint, without modification.

Car set of
Adjusta Rides
& 4 shock
absorbers.

Gmax shocker kit £192
KYB Oil shocker kit £147

KYB gas shocker kit £184
Bilstein B4 shocker kit £169

The ONLY genuine rubber cone
Rubber cone, genuine £44
Top arm RH £65
Top arm repair kit £14
Bottom arm LH or RH £41
Bottom arm bush Each £2
Tie rod with bushes Each £14
Tie rod bush, standard £1
Radius arm, exchange £139
Radius arm repair kit £10
Top shocker mount RH or LH £15
Ball joint kit (1 side) £9
Knuckle joint £5
Bump stops From £4
Rebound buffer, front £3

Brake Parts

Brake Pads & Shoes

Calipers - Each (RH/LH)
Caliper Cooper ‘S’ - 7.5” £76
Caliper Mini '84on - 8.4” £90
Caliper piston - Cooper ‘S’ £8
Caliper piston - Mini '84on £13
Caliper seal kit - Cooper ‘S’ £6
Caliper seal kit - Mini '84on £5

Master Cylinders
Cooper ‘S’/GT - plastic reservoir £48
Cooper ‘S’/GT - tin reservoir £81
Yellow tag Mini ‘85on £78
Green tag Mini ‘89on servo £89
Wheel cylinder From £9
Brake hoses From £5
Handbrake cables From £6
Handbrake quadrant Each £17

Mintex road 7.5" Cooper S £21
EBC Green stuff pads 7.5" Cooper S £39
Mintex road 8.4" discs £12
EBC Green stuff 8.4" discs £32
Mintex road 4 pot calipers £15
EBC Green pads 4 pot calipers £46
Mintex rear shoes £14
Mintex front shoes £15

Radiators
Alloy 2 core From £115
Standard 3 core £71
Mini SPi radiator £130
Mini MPi radiator £94
Expansion tank & cap - MPi £84
Thermostats From £3
Radiator caps (7-15lbs) From £4

Fans/Belts
11 Blade plastic fan £17
6 Blade steel fan, yellow £46
Fan belts From £4

Water Pumps
High capacity £17
MPi water pump £17

Heater Valves
Cylinder head mounted valve £20
Inline valve ('90-'96) £30
Inline valve MPi ('97on) £30

Heater Matrix
Mk1 & 2 '59-'69 £82
Mk3 '70-'84 £59
Mk4 '84-'90 £52
Mk5 '91-'01 £65

Oil & Filters
Castrol 4.5 ltr £34
Millers classic 5 ltr £26
Spin-on oil filter From £5
Early oil filter element £8
Standard air filter £5
Injection air filter £7

Castrol 1 ltr             £8

Catalytic converter £77
Single downpipe £39
Injection downpipe £53
998/1098/1275 Twin silencer £66
Estate/Van/Pick-up Twin silencer £72

Single SU Carbs
HS2, HS4, HIF44 Fr.£355
Twin SU Carbs Kits
1 1⁄4" HS2 £1048
1 1⁄2" HS4 £1051

Service Kits
HS2/HS4 £38
HIF44 £40
Twin HS2/HS4 £59

Fuel Pumps
Mechanical £30
Electrical £73
Injection                           £178

Inlet Manifolds
Alloy water heated £46
Twin HS2 or HS4            £107

7.5" Cooper S Disc
brake assembly £713
8.4" '84on Disc
brake assembly £683
12" to 10" Disc brake
conversion kit              £189

Gaskets, Sets & Seals

Std. Disc Brake Assemblies

Standard Exhaust

Shock Absorber Kits

Brake Disc & Drum
Disc Cooper S - 7.5" Each £29
Disc Mini ‘84 on - 8.4" Each £15
Drum standard Each £13
Drum spacer type                    Each £19

Rover Cooper
Lamp Kit
(4 lamps, 4 brackets)

Works Lamp
Bar Kit
Lamp Bar, wiring,
2 Drive and 2 Fog lamps

Plug lead set From £12
NGK spark plugs         From £3

Coils
Lucas sport coil £34
Standard ballast coil £58
MPi coil pack                      £41

Distributors
23D4 Cooper S, 1275GT From £49
25D4 - all Minis to '74 From £51
45D4 - all Mini '74-'80 From £38
59D4 - all Mini '80on From £47
65DM4 electronic '84on £96

16/17ACR pre '80 NEW £56
45 Amp '80-'85 exchange £76
55 Amp '85-'96 exchange £58
70 Amp '85-'96 inc SPi NEW £72
MPi '97-'01 exchange £107
Dynamo - NEW £71
Starter Motors
Pre engaged type - NEW £83
Inertia type - NEW £62

Mk1/2 Mini, Cooper & ‘S’ From £190
Van/Traveller/Pick-up From £230
Mk3 Mini, Cooper & ‘S’ From £230
Mk4 2 or 3 clock From £310

Ignition switch Mk4 on with 2 keys £49
Ignition switch MPi with 2 keys                £70

Wiring Looms

Swivel Hubs

Drive Flanges

Lamp Kits

Ignition

Alternators & Starters

Full kit: 2 drive lamps & 2 fog lamps £389
Full kit: 4 drive lamps £389
Genuine lamps, fog or drive                    Each From £68

Works lamp bar kit £171
Works lamp bar                                                               £66

Fully built standard
hubs with...
ball joints & bearings Each £122
Standard front hub Each £58
Standard rear hub            Each £38

Drum brake type Each £29
7.5" Disc type Each £21
8.4" Disc type         Each £28

Outer CV joint - Drum £37
Outer CV joint - Disc £41
Inner CV pot joint £40
Rubber drive coupling £31

Rubber boot kit outer CV £5
Rubber boot kit inner CV pot joint £5

CV Joints Inner & Outer

Wheel Bearings
Front drum brake £12
Front disc brake £13
Rear £13
TIMKEN front disc brake £53
TIMKEN rear                                £49

Slot drive 998cc or 1275cc £17
Peg Drive 998cc £17
Slot drive turbo £41
Spider drive 1275                         £17

Engine Timing

Oil Pumps

Reconditioned Engines

Reconditioned Gearbox

Gearbox Repair Kits

Crankshafts

Pistons

Simplex set £26
Duplex set £35
Simplex chain only £4
Duplex chain only £7
Chain tensioner £10
Tensioner bracket              £7

Precision reground
by Mini Sport.

Set of 4.

998cc Dished - Circlip fit From £305
1275cc Slipper Standard Compression £186
1275cc Slipper High Compression                          £243

Rod type gear change -
850cc to 1275cc A series £873
Rod type gear change -
998cc to 1275cc A+ £881
Remote type gear change -
850cc to 1275cc £852

(all prices are exchange, we need your old units)

(all prices are exchange, we need your old gearbox)

Engines Engine + Gearbox
998cc - A series,
A+ & Cooper £2718 £4089
1275cc - A series, A+ £2546 £3992
1275cc - Cooper Carb £2621 £4078
1275cc - SPi and MPi £2479 £3937
Surcharge from                          £1260                 £1800
+ = Engine and Gearbox

Over 50 years Mini Sport
have been producing a
range of remanufactured
engines built on a long
established commitment
to engineering and
customer satisfaction.

Reconditioned in our
own workshops. The
casing is chemically
cleaned and then
fully rebuilt with
new bearings, shafts
and baulk rings.

A series rod & remote type gear change £102
A+ rod type gear change £103

A series rod and remote £258
A+ rod change                                                          £253

Reconditioning Kits
Completely matched
set of Mini Sport top
qulity products for
reconditioning Mini
Gearboxes.

Bearing Kits
Full set of Top Quality gearbox
bearings manufactured for
Mini Sport, perfect for
reconditioning.

Reground From £299
New 1275cc                                                                £480
(all prices are EXCHANGE, we need your old Crankshaft)

Fuelling

Engine full set From £11
Gearbox set - all Minis £10
Head full set From £11
Copper head gasket From £11
Manifold gaskets           From £2



12 

STORM

COOKING UP 
A STORM!
Words Holly Daffurn Photography Gerard Hughes

An unexpected injection of cash meant that Wayne Wright
could build the trick engine Mini he’d always dreamed of.
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W
hen we first clapped
eyes on Wayne Wright’s
latest project (for
November 2019’s On
The Job feature), it was a

primered rolling shell and the engine was
just a dirty ball on the workbench. You’ll
remember Wayne’s work on his partner,
Caroline’s 998cc ’86 Mini. Since he’s
finished that, he’s had more time to pour
into his own project meaning they can
now drive separately to car meets and
make double the impact.

“She’s a little different to what my
original plans were!” Wayne muses.
“Some of it’s the same. I wanted the
exhaust coming out from the rear valance.
I wanted the louvres, fibreglass boot and
doors, fibreglass flip front and all Perspex
windows (apart from the windscreen).” As

anyone who has ever built their own car
knows, early plans are apt to change. But
Wayne is more than delighted with his
finished project, and justifiably so.

“I was going to get rid of the door
handles, but the doors I had turned out to 
be pretty shoddy. I went the fibreglass
route again, and I’m glad I did. The
weight-saving is phenomenal. The only
thing was, getting rid of the door handles
on the fibreglass door would have been a
bit tricky because all of the weight would 
have been at one end.”

INTO ACTION
For the most part, the car is where he
wanted it to be – aside from a few
durability upgrades. “I painted these rings
on the lights black, but it scratches easily 
so I’m going to remove them and get 
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getting up the miles. He’s certainly having
fun doing it. 

“We were toying between the green and 
the sandy colour but I’m glad I went for 
this colour. It’s an oldish colour, standard 
flat paint. We like to stick to traditional 
colours with our cars.” Wayne explains. 
When it came down to it, their choice in 
wheels helped to finalise the colour 
decision. “The wheels were 8 inches before 
but I couldn’t get the tyres for them. 
Dunlop did them, but they are around 
£240 a tyre and I thought I’d go through 
too many tyres for that, so I dropped an 
inch on them.” The car is still pretty wide, 

them powdercoated. There are a few
things like that, they aren’t quite as 
industrial as I’d like so I’ll improve on 
them eventually.”

One of the things that he was clear 
about from the off, was in keeping the car 
as light as possible to really enhance its 
performance. “I’ve managed to keep her 
under 500 kilos, so I reduced quite a lot of 
weight. She feels really quick, but how 
quick I don’t know yet! She needs to go on 
a rolling road, but until I’ve broken the 
engine in there’s no point.” 

As the MoT was only a week prior to our 
visit, Wayne is still running the car in and 

Unique dash is based on a MkII 
Escort, modified to fit the Mini.

“We do get a lot of comments about
the colour and the number plate”

Roof mounted console with bullet switches. Cobra Clubmans were an early purchase.Momo wheel fits with red alloy detailing.
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How about a 20 calibre gearknob?

Louvres were planned from the off. 

which is what Wayne was going for. He 
spotted the wheels on eBay, and managed 
to get a great deal on them. “I haven’t seen 
them again in the bronze colour. We knew 
the bronze would really pop with the 
sandy shade, so the colour decision was 
made for us! We do get a lot of comments 
about the colour and the number plate! It 
says toe… and the colour is… camel. 
Hence, the camel decal!”

The number plate and colour 
combination aren’t the only things that are 
getting the car noticed. “Because I’m 
ex-military, people started offering me 

stuff. Like a bullet for the gearknob! So, 
I’ve got a 20 calibre bullet for a gearknob 
and the top switches are empty bullet 
cases! I’ve gone for the lest we forget with 
the soldiers. I was going to put more on, 
but I think less is more.” 

ALLOYED ACTION
Wayne has given the car a racier feel than 
first intended, with a lot of trick gear 
under the bonnet. He came into some 
money part way through the build which 
meant he was able to go for what he really 
wanted; but didn’t waste money on 

anything needless and has kept it sensible 
for the road, which was always his 
intention. He’s got four-pot callipers on 
there now, and slightly better suspension. 
Wayne admits that these elements have 
made all the difference. “There are a lot of 
DSN parts under the bonnet. There’s an 
electric fuel pump in there now, with a 
filter and regulator and an aluminium fuel 
tank in the boot. I bought a couple of bits 
from DSN, and before I know it I’ve 

A mid-project cash injection 
meant a leap in engine spec 
- it’s now a flying machine!

Wayne’s built his dream Mini, 
and now he’s building them 
for other people.
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Wayne decided that there was enough
heat coming from the exhaust to warrant a
heater, but he did add his own homemade
air conditioner. “It’s basically a bilge pump
from a boat! You can buy them with CPU
fans on, but they are so expensive. That
only cost me £25 and it really kicks out
some good fresh air. With these tiny, little
windows it can get quite warm in there!”

MOUNT UP
The sub-frame is solid mounted but 
everything else is semi-solid. The bars for 
the engine are solid one end but have 
nylon bushes the other end. The 
suspension is all rose-jointed where he 
lowered the car a bit. He’s also gone for 

much more practical especially now I’ve
gone for four-pot brakes. I’ve tried to keep
it tidy and the fuse box and everything has
been moved into the car now.”

Wayne has rebuilt the gearbox. He’s
kept the 1275 close ratio gears, but has
added a central oil pickup, a racing
layshaft, and a cross pin diff. The engine
has been treated to a new head, as the 
other one was cracked. “JW Engines built 
it for me, it’s all been ported and polished. 
It’s got +60 Omega pistons (displacing 
1330), a re-ground crank, the con rods 
have been balanced. It’s got an SW8 cam, 
electric water pump and fan, and a lighted 
MED clutch and flywheel. She’s quite 
nippy now -  a proper little flyer!”  

Fibreglass front end keeps 
weight down and gives 
easy engine access.

“It’s not worth compromising because 
you just need the quality”

bought the whole shebang. I think I’ve got 
shares in it now… I should have the 
amount I spent! The colour scheme was 
going to be black, but when I saw the red 
anodised stuff I couldn’t resist it. I’ve still 
gone for the bargain if I can get it, but 
sometimes it’s not worth compromising 
because you just need the quality.”

Everything is now inside, including the 
fuel lines, brake lines and the electrics. 
Wayne wanted to make space for his 
exhaust, but was also wary of anything 
getting pinched when mounting the many 
speed bumps where he lives. “I’ve hidden a 
lot of the wiring but there is only so far 
you can take it. I did toy with the idea of 
taking away the servo and having 
standard brakes to tidy it up a bit, but it’s 

...and carries through on the arches.Black details include aero filler...
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longer ball joints, to adjust the centre of
gravity. “Everything has been lowered, so I 
took out an inch and three quarters. I 
found that unless I had everything set 
really hard, she was bottoming out and 
wasn’t comfortable, so I’ve raised her up a 
little. Though she’s still a good inch and 
quarter lower than a standard.” 

Wayne had hoped to complete the build 
in a year, but it took a couple of months 
longer due to an influx of requests from 
club mates to help him with their cars. In 
fact, Wayne has been so in demand that 
he’s now decided to ditch the day job and 
focus on restorations. He’s got his 
fibreglass expert brother-in-law Garry 
Bull on board too. 

The new venture in named Tubbies’ 
Customs, which came about when they 
were all sat down to breakfast one day 

Everywhere you look, there’s DSN goodies. Unique rocker cover came via a friend.

Keeping the engine bay tidy, 
including tucking away a lot of the 
wiring, was one of Wayne’s goals.

Engine has been overbored to 
give 1330cc and there’s not 

much that hasn’t been improved.
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within people’s budgets. I know for myself 
that it’s not easy to stay within budget.”

Wayne is also careful to keep people 
informed every step of the way. He knows 
from his own projects, how invested 
people get in these things.  “It’s their baby. 
We have people up here to look at what we 
are doing, and what options are available 
to them. We want them to have exactly 
what they want. I’m not going to be a 
millionaire, but it’s a wage and seeing 
people’s faces when they get their cars 
back makes it all worthwhile. It’s got its 
rewards beyond the financial. You get to a 
point where you are thinking, is my job 
actually rewarding?” 

FAST FORWARD
If Wayne could do it again, he’d have dry 
decked the engine block, using the water 
pump aperture and installed the pump at 
the other end. 

“It was very tight getting it in there! But 
everything else that I’ve got enginewise is 
my dream. I did a lot of research and tried 
not to waste money gaining brake horse 

at the workshop. “One of the lads came by 
and said ‘What is this? Tubbies’ café?’ 
When we were looking for a name for the 
resto service, it just seemed to fit. It won’t 
just be Minis; it’ll be any classic vehicle. I 
was in a position where the job I was doing 
wasn’t the job I wanted to be doing 
anyway. My father passed away and I came 
into some money that could tide me over 
for six months or so. I thought, if I don’t 
do it now I’ll be too old to do it anyway. It’s 
what I enjoy. It just made sense.” 

Caroline posted on the Midweek Mini 
page that Wayne was going to be doing up 
cars and he instantly had four Minis to do! 
He’s planning to finish one a month, and 
they won’t necessarily be full restorations. 
“People often haven’t got the time, it’s 
cheaper for them to work and pay out for 
someone else to do it than work on their 
cars themselves. There are a lot of people 
who do immaculate full restorations, but 
they aren’t cheap. Some people just want 
their cars tidied up; they can’t afford that 
level of resto. We are happy to repair 
panels rather than replace. We work 

The exhaust exits through the 
rear valance - really neat touch.

BODY Flip-fronted wide arched shell in retro 
sandy brown with fibreglass doors and 
bonnet and Perspex windows.

ENGINE 1275 with +60 rebore, Omega 
pistons, SW8 cam, reground crank, 
reinforced centre strap, all new bearings, cam 
followers and push rods. 1.5lift roller rockers, 
JW Engines large valve ported head, Duplex 
Vernier timing chain, Craig Davies electric 
water pump and fan, MED Engineering 
lightened flywheel and clutch assembly, 
HIFF44 carb with uprated spring, close ratio 
gearbox, competition layshaft, central oil 
pick up, cross pin diff. DSN anodised parts.

SUSPENSION Lowered hard mounted 
suspension with rose joints.

TRANSMISSION  
Straight-cut drop gears and 3.4 drive.

BRAKES  
Servo, 8.4 inch brakes, drums and Minifins.

WHEELS AND TYRES 7.13 Superlights with 
Yokohama A539s 175/50R13.

INTERIOR  
Cobra Clubman front seats, stripped rear, 
carpet throughout, electric dials, removable 
Momo drifting steering wheel, dash moulded 
from MkII Ford Escort (trimmed to size and 
covered in acoustic carpet).



https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/
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power. I chose to put it where it counts, for
instance with the lightened flywheel. Even 
the water pump and fan give it a 4 brake 
horse power advantage. I tried to match 
the distributor with the camshaft so I’ve 
got an SW8 camshaft from Swiftune and 
the distributor is a Swiftune CSI one. So, 
it’s got presets in there so you can pick 
what suits your drive.”

“I would definitely make my own 
fibreglass front end next time. That took a 
fair amount of fitting to get right. The 
doors pretty much went straight on. They 

are from Arc Angels.”
Wayne had originally intended to go for 

the de-chromed Cali look with this 
project, something that he’s coveted since 
he was a kid. However, he wouldn’t change
a thing about the look of the car. 

“I’m not quite sure if the Cali look will 
make it onto the next one. I’m thinking of
going really mad with that one! I’m 
thinking a V8! I’m really busy working on
other people’s, but if it quietens off a bit in
the winter then that might be the project 
for me. I’m not sure whether to necessarily

The military theme is carried right through.

go road legal, but it’ll be fun for track. 
Caroline’s got ideas too. She wants a 
Minivan. She’s already on the look-out for 
another one. Whoever finds a shell first, 
we’ll work on that one. So, she might just 
get in there first.” 

“I thought, if I don’t do it now I’ll be 
too old to do it anyway”
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Mini scene
Photography Marvin Hall

Husband and wife - and regular Mighty 
Mini Racers - Paul and Lissette 
Ogborn were amongst those taking 

to the track with Mighty Minis at Castle 
Combe on September 19th. What made 
the day unique was the fact that they were 
being joined on the grid by their son 
Joshua, 22, racing for the first time...  

As winner of the first race, it was Paul's 
job to draw the balls to establish the 
positions of the other cars. In a stroke of 
luck, Josh and Lissette both ended up at 
the front of the grid! A couple of other first 
timers, Mark Price and Bethany Hughes, 
were also taking part.

“It was exciting, but also incredibly nerve 
wracking as I couldn’t help but wonder 
where Josh was during the race.” Lissette

explains. “Josh has done a track day 
before, but never raced. I was relieved 
that it was dry, but just before the race 
the marshals came around to tell us that 
there was oil on the track. After that I was 
super nervous!” 

Despite the tricky surface, they all did 
really well. Paul also won the second race, 
with Lissette finishing 5th and Josh 
coming in 8th. “Josh kept it on track for the 
whole weekend and didn’t finish last, so he 
was happy. Paul got a couple of wins and I 
got a 5th, so I was pleased. We had a lovely 
day! The feeling in the paddock is always 
so friendly and welcoming, so it was great 
for Josh to experience that too.” 

“When you’re watching you don’t realise 
the effort you need to put into it. 

Scrutineering is all done online at the 
moment. It’s a big learning curve, there’s a 
lot more involved than meets the eye. 
Josh was surprised how much work goes 
into it before you even race. The main idea 
when you start out is to keep the car on 
track and bring it home, so we were all 
really pleased with how Josh handled it.” 
Mighty Minis is a great way to get into 
racing, with people of all ages taking part. 
Lissette didn’t get into racing until she was 
50 and she absolutely loves it!

If you fancy joining Mighty Minis or 
going along as a spectator then you can 
keep up to date via their website:  
www.mightyminis.co.uk

ON THE RIGHT TRACK
Mighty Minis' Grid Boasts Family Of Three

On Thursday 17 September, the team
at Acespeed supplied a trio of Minis to a 
wedding at Bingley St.Ives Golf Club. 
Steve Waterhouse and his lovely bride 
Sarah were delighted with the Cooper 
Works, Italian Job and MPi Cooper. The 
bride specified that Ace wore his race suit 
and they also sent Liam Gallagher 

lookalike Chris 
McKibb to 
chauffeur the 
bride in his Cooper. A lovely day was had 
by all, and this is the first of many 
weddings that the team plan to be 
helping out with. 
www.acespeed.co.uk 

Acespeed Assist Mini WeddingA d A i Mi i W dd
PLAYED AN ACE

Minis made the Waterhouse's day.

'Liam' and Andy ready to rock!

Lissette and Paul are MM regulars.

Josh's first race saw him on the 
grid with both his parents...
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News

 MOKE International Limited has 
announced the return of one of Britain's 
great automotive icons. UK customers 
will be able to order one of 56 limited 
edition Mokes, signifying the number of 
years since it first appeared in Britain in 
1964. The company will also welcome 
orders for standard spec vehicles, which 
they say confirms the permanent return 
of the brand. 

Originaly designed by Issigonis as an air 
portable vehicle for the military and a 
lightweight utility vehicle for farmers and 

RETURN OF THE MOKE
A Great British Icon Is Back On Sale In The UK

tradesmen. Based on standard Mini 
subranes and running gear meant a lack 
of ground clearance and no four-wheel-
drive and its usefulness was limited when 
the going got tough. While army rejected 
it, it quickly became a firm favourite with 
the 'Swinging Set', both in the UK and 
abroad. Mokes appeared in a number of 
iconic TV shows and films - to date it has 
appeared in four James Bond films.

The reborn MOKE will utilise modern 
engines, transmissions and running gear, 
while the look and styling is a clear tribute 

to the 60s original. It will feature a 1083cc 
four cylinder engine with MacPherson 
strut font suspension, disc/drum brakes 
and 13 inch wheels. The limited run of 56 
cars, will be built for sale exclusively in 
the UK. Each is available in a choice of 14 
colours and the Limited Edition ‘MOKE 
56’ comes with the front grille and 
windscreen rails in chrome, a discrete 
union jack badge on the front wings, and 
a numbered plaque on the bonnet. 

Price is expected to be £20,000. Visit 
https://mokeinternational.com.

GAYDON GATHERINGS
Evening Events at BMM

 The British Motor Museum is delighted 
to announce it is to host a series of brand 
new monthly evening gatherings aimed at 
motoring enthusiasts. The first ‘Gaydon 
Gathering’ took place on Tuesday 15 
September from 5:30pm to 8pm and the 
next is on Tuesday 13 October. The 
Gaydon Gathering will then be a regular 
feature of the 2021 events programme, on 
the second Tuesday of every month 
starting on the 13 April 2021.

These informal events will be held 
outdoors on the Museum’s arenas and are 
free to attend. Visitors can just turn up on 
the evening, with no pre booking required. 
At 7pm the Museum will present the 

‘Gaydon Garage’ 
feature when the 
Museum’s workshop 
doors will be 
opened to reveal 
one of the fantastic 
vehicles from the 
collection that are 
not often seen out of 
the Museum. 
The vehicle will be driven out onto the 
apron and introduced over the PA system.

Display vehicles will be parked in front of 
the Museum whilst there will be separate 
free parking for those that arrive in modern 
everyday vehicles.  On the night visitors 

can also enjoy refreshments including 
burgers, beers, tea, coffee and soft drinks. 
Gaydon Gatherings will take place in the 
grounds but the Museum itself will not be 
open during these evenings. 
www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk

The original Moke - style icon.

Gaydon Gatherings will take place in the museum's outdoor arenas.

Carrying a strong 
resemblance to the 
original, modern 
mechanicals lurk 
beneath the skin.
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News

You won’t need us to tell you that the
show calendar has been fraught with 
cancellations this year, but there was a 

notable exception as Minis joined an 
intriguing mix of the nation’s favourite at the 
British Motor Museum on September 6. The 
event saw the BMC and Leyland Show 
combined with the National Metro and Mini 
Show for a one-off reboot after both had 
been postponed earlier in the year, but the 
delay certainly didn’t dampen any 
enthusiasm. All available tickets were duly 
sold out and the gates were closed once the 
venue’s safe capacity was reached.  

It wasn’t exclusively a Mini show of course, 
but they played a major role. Clubs present 

included the Cooper Sport 500 Register,
Thames Valley Mini Club and the As of Herts, 
Beds and Bucks MOC, with Minis also well 
represented amongst the traders. 

Elsewhere, we were delighted to see a a 
1970 Australian Mini Cooper S and a decent 
gathering of Mini 1275 GTs, while a multi-
marque display of rally cars included 
ex-Works cars to complement those on 
display inside the museum. Amongst them 
was 977 ARX, owned by Patrick Walker and 
driven by Rauno Aaltonen on the 1963 
Monte, CRX88B, piloted by the Flying Finn 
two years later on the same event, and LBL 
590E, campaigned in 1967 by Paddy 
Hoprkirk amongst others. Paddy himself was 
present at the event, as well as one of his 
illustrious contemporaries, Alec Poole. 

The event was particularly special for one 
of the Mini’s stablemates, as it finally gave 
Metro enthusiasts the chance to celebrate 
the car’s 40th anniversary with like-minded 
enthusiasts. The Metro Owners’ Club

squeezed an incredible 71 Metros and Rover
100s on to its display, with others dotted 
around the rest of the show. With the 
Museum and Collections Centre also to 
explore, the show certainly offered a 
welcome highlight during what’s been a 
difficult year. 

“I was amazed at the turn out Sunday and 
the fact that we sold all our available tickets 
for the event,” said show manager, Tom 
Caren. “The number of cars and the sheer 
variety were brilliant, and it certainly made 
the effort worthwhile for the Museum to put 
the event on.”

NATIONAL METRO AND MINI DAY
Far better late than never, the annual Metro and Mini celebration joined 
forces with the BMC and Leyland Show at the British Motor Museum.

A fantastic line-up 
of 1275 GTs.

Lorraine Noble-Thompson gets her 
Cooper signed by Paddy Hopkirk.

This custom Minivan really caught the eye.

Australian Cooper S gleamed in the sun.

Metros were celebrated too.

Words and Photography Jeff Ruggles
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Motorsport

A t Brands Hatch TOCA meeting on 
8-9 August, the Mini 7 Racing Club 
were once again star performers on 

the support bill to the British Touring Car 
Championship, with all three races 
producing sizzling performances from 
full-to-bursting grids.

In the top-tier Mini Miglias, local ace 
Aaron Smith came away with a pair of 
overall wins to strengthen his points lead, 
while on his series debut, BTCC star 
Andrew Jordan worked his way up the 
podium positions from 3rd on Saturday, 
through 2nd on Sunday morning before 
edging out Smith in the live ITV4 
broadcast in the afternoon finale. Others 
to feature at the front included former 
champions Rupert Deeth, Kane Astin and 
Endaf Owens, along with Nick Padmore, 
Sam Summerhayes and Lee Deegan.

Not far behind in the Mini Libre ‘free 
formula’, Rob Davis eked out a series lead 
with a brace of class maximums, while 
Dan Lewis bagged the other winner’s 
trophy as Josh Evans and newcomer 
Darren Cox also accrued top-3 silverware.

Equally competitive up front were the 
Mini Se7ens with three different winners. 
Reigning champion Jeff Smith took the 
opener on Saturday after Max Hunter’s 

BLISTERING BRANDS
Scorching temperatures matched on-track Mini action at Brands Hatch

engine died on the last lap when poised to 
strike, while in Sunday morning’s safety 
car-interrupted race, three-time former 
champ’ Andrew Deviny timed his run to 
perfection to pip Hunter on the line, and 
then in the later encounter it was a similar 
outcome as Ross Billison nosed ahead of 
Spencer Wanstall to finally break his duck 
to record a very popular first-time victory.

S-Class honours went to Connor 
O’Brien in the opening race, although 
engine issues saw him drop out of the 
second and miss the third, leaving Greg 

Daw and Thorburn Astin to reap the 
rewards respectively. Ben Butler, Matt 
Ayres, Jonnie Kent and Ben Cutler also 
picked up podium finishes.

New lap records for the 2.4332-mile GP 
circuit  fell to Kane Astin, Dan Lewis and 
Jeff Smith in Miglia, Libre and Se7en 
classes respectively.

With five of the re-scheduled 2020 
National calendar rounds complete, the 
M7RC will now head off to Snetterton in 
East Anglia over the 19-20 September 
weekend for Rounds 6 and 7. 

RACE RESULTS
BRANDS HATCH GP 8-9 
AUGUST – ROUNDS 3, 4 & 5
RACE 1 – 12 LAPS/20 MINS
1st 21 A Smith M
14th 500 R Davis L
18th 01 J Smith 7
22nd  787 C O’Brien S

RACE 2 – 10 LAPS/20 MINS
1st 21 A Smith M
12th 171 D Lewis L
18th 77 A Deviny 7
27th 712 G Daw S

RACE 3 – 9 LAPS/15 MINS
1st 70 A Jordan M
13th 500 R Davis L
18th 49 R Billison 7
26th 736 T Astin S

For full results details, go to Results 
section on www.mini7.co.uk or 
visit www.tsl-timing.com
For latest championship points,  
go to Standings section on  
www.mini7.co.uk

Words Richard Williamson Photography Matthew Barrington
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There are several 24 hour races for
mundane cars in Europe (even for Ford
KAs). One of the most popular of which

is for Citroen C1s which regularly attracts
grids of over 100 cars on long tracks like Spa
or 40 or 50 for shorter races in the UK.

By chance, some years back the 2CV
racers seeing an exit of racers to C1s allowed
some Minis in; essentially late 80’s/early 90’s
cars with a largely unmodified 998 engines,
standard 1.5 inch SU carburettors, some
safety gear and using standard alloys with
road going tyres. Interest has been steady,
headed by Andy Slade and several ex-Mighty
Minis racers.

The rules aren’t too complex. All cars are
checked for power on a rolling road
beforehand. Each team can have up to four
drivers and there is a limit on total time each
driver can be on track. Each driver has to do
daylight and night-time sessions in practice
and there has to be a team manager who is 
responsible for the organisation of the team 
and answerable if anything goes wrong. 

Someone to work out fuel consumption is 
also vital to keep the car out on track for as 
long as possible between pit stops.  Apart 

from that, there is usually a number of
helpers, one of which is allowed to refill the
car with the special 20 litre Tuff jug whilst
another (often the driver getting out) has to
hold a extinguisher as they will already have
their helmet and flame proof overalls on.

SUPPORT NETWORK
Whilst the fuel is going in, the next driver is
not allowed to get in and belted but
someone else can attend to the front end
during refilling. If a car breaks down on track
and has to be towed in, you get a three lap
penalty. Lastly, there is the army/family of
supporters who provide food/drink/
encouragement. A proper team effort/family
do in most cases!

24 HOUR 2CV MINI RACE 2020
Tim Harber joined Lyford Racing to battle the 2CVs and the weather.

For 2020, no French or Belgian entries 
came due to virus restrictions but a grid of 
fourteen 2CVs and seven Minis lined up. 
There are three classes: Largely standard 
2CVs (slow in straight line but remarkably 
good at corners), Minis (bit faster in a straight 
line) and Specials based around a 2CV but 
with a BMW 850cc bike engine (fastest in a 
straight line, but good at spinning in the wet). 

Of the Minis there was the return of APO 
Sport which debuted last year in a freshly 
built car that didn’t finish. Some energetic 
younger drivers such as Kieren Macdonald 
from the Mini 7 club meant that they had to 
be a leading car against the converted-
some-time-ago Mighty Mini cars that have 
been racing on surprisingly small budgets 

Team Slark showing the 
form that would bring 
them top Mini honours.

The event kicked off in dreadful weather.

Words Tim Harber Photography Adam Lines, Tim Harber and the teams
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and several with more “mature” drivers. 
Last year’s winners Slarky Malarky were 

back with brothers Neil and Ian and team 
manager /father ex Downton Engineering 
Bryan along with other front runners the 
Toyshed team of father and son Slade,  
Misfits with Dave Rees and previous Mighty 
champion Steve Rideout and co, Mini-Uns 
team of father and son Tuckley and co, Mark 
Davies’ team No Sleep Till Sunday in a freshly 
re-shelled car to replace the one he rolled 
last year. 

Lyford Racing returned with you-
guessed-it father and son Lyford and two old 
duffers. Pretty much all ex-Mighty Mini folk 
with sense of humour intact but a hint of 
competitiveness.

Team Toyshed were organised enough to 
shake down their car on the road prior to the 
event but just to affirm the Law of The Sod, 
their car was leading the pack on the first lap 
of practice whereupon it conked out right in 
front of everybody. Coil. 

Other problems got ironed out by all and it 
remained to get grid positions with APO at 

the front. At least the rain held off.
The race started late Saturday in rain and 

high wind and the weather stayed the same 
for the first 12 hours. An unexpected bonus 
for the Minis as the hybrid 2CV had problems 
initially and Alex Osborne of APO was leading 
the race overall after the first hour. Thereafter 
Slarky Malarky and Team Toyshed gave 
chase but after the hybrid got to the front and 
stayed there it was left to the Mini teams to 
fight for top Mini slot. 

NIGHT SHIFT
The 2CVs were struggling in the weather so 
the Minis largely filled the top 10 positions. 
Disaster struck Toyshed after 6 hours; the 
bolt that holds the bracket for the clutch slave 
cylinder fell out, which meant that not much 
clutch was available for gearchanges. The car 
soldiered on but essentially the gears were 
fed up being selected without a clutch and 
the decision was made to come in and 
change the power unit; shame as they had 
the fastest lap of the Minis at that point. 

Thereafter the remaining night time stints 
were completed in dismal weather, and the 
most humorous problem Slarky Malarky had 
was to change the wet cushion on the 
driver’s seat and it wasn’t due to rain coming 
in. The APO car had a misfire and a snapped 
fan belt which dropped them behind Slarky 

Malarky so the two quickest teams were lined 
up for a battle towards the end.

As daylight came the weather eased up to 
even have some sunshine towards the end.  
The result was settled in effect when the APO 
team had further problems and had to be 
towed back. This allowed the Mini-Uns to 
sneak through into 2nd Mini at the 23 hour 
mark, which is where they stayed till the end 
behind the Slarks

It stayed tense as APO were only one lap 
behind Min-Uns at the end which relates to 
less than two minutes, which is not so far off 
the time of falling off the track for a bit, which 
most did at some stage or other (the Tuckleys 
car showing signs of just that with wheel 
arches removed). After nearly 1400 miles that 
really is quite close!

Team Toyshed comes in for checks.

Mini-UNs wearing a little battle damage. Two spare engines ready to go...
No Sleep lead with the Misfits chasing.

Misfits team talk during 
after dark qualifying.
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TWIN CHARGED CLUBMAN

Words Martyn Morgan-Jones Photography Jason Dodd

T
he classic Mini world has 
long-been home to an 
extremely diverse mix of cars. 
Some remain steadfastly true 
to Issigonis’ original concept, 

some are modified for competition use, 
some have become the recipients of engine 
swaps, and some have formed the basis of 
a number of kit cars. However others, like 
Michael Thumwood’s Mini Clubman, 
push boundaries... and then some. 

MINI TO THE MAX
“When I was young, I’d hear stories about 
my dad’s Mini,” recalls Michael fondly. 
“There were pictures of racing Minis 
around the house too. But, it was only 
around five years ago that I became 
involved in the Mini scene.”

When Michael says ‘involved’, what he 
really means is that he put an extreme plan 
into action: a plan that he’d been 
formulating for quite some time. 

“I’d always wanted to build an extreme, 

mid-engined, Mini,” he explains. “It all
started when I spotted a Mini Clubman
for sale. To be honest, it was in an awful 
state. However, for the project I was 
planning, this didn’t really matter. In fact, 
it made more sense to use a donor car such 
as this, rather than chop and modify a 
decent example.”

He began by breaking the poorly 
Clubman down to a bare shell, which he 
then started cutting up in order to 
facilitate the insertion of a tubular chassis. 
And an MGTF rear subframe, suspension, 
and accompanying 1.8 K-Series engine. 

Of course, fitting a K-Series into the 
rear of a Mini is something that’s been 
done before. And a few brave and power-
hungry individuals have even resorted to 
boosting its output by the addition of a 
turbocharger, or supercharger. 

Michael, on the other hand, follows his 
own path. It was a path that led him in the 
direction of ‘twin charging’. As a result, 
the engine is now somewhat perkier 

THE Looking like a refugee from the set of Mad 
Max, Michael Thumwood’s Clubman packs 
300 bhp and a ton of innovative thinking…
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should contact.”
“Keith seemed reserved at first, but

when I showed him what I was doing he
began to get this crazy look in his eyes...
then his mind went into overdrive. Yes,
Keith has been an important part of the
Clubman’s transformation!”

A transformation that has seen the
Clubman morph from mild to wild, and
make the leap from A-Series to K-Series.

ON A CHARGE
“I rebuilt the K-Series and, along the way,
drilled out the waterways and oilways to
improve flow, and gave the head a quick

Despite this build’s apparent
complexity, Michael doesn’t do
superfluous. Every single part, even the
minutiae, serves a purpose. What’s more,
every facet of this build is pretty much
down to him. This car is most definitely
rooted in the ‘built not bought’ category.
That said, he did get plenty of out-of-the-
box input and advice, and some much-
valued help from Keith Hill.

“Early on in the build I was chatting
with the guys at one of the scrapyards, and
discussed my plans with them,” he reveals.
“They went on to mention that there was
this crazy petrolhead, Keith Hill, who I

With 300 bhp and not much in 
the way of bodywork, this is a 
brutally fast Mini...

“When I showed him what I was doing he 
began to get this crazy look in his eyes”

thanks to his extremely clever, home-
brewed system that features both a 
supercharger and a turbocharger. What’s 
more, these items, like the majority of the 
parts to be found on this wild Clubman, 
are ‘pre-loved’ and were sourced via 
breaker’s yards.

SCRAPPER
“It’s a scrapyard build, but done and 
modified in a certain way, and rebuilt 
properly,” he mentions. Everything works 
well, but I’m constantly tweaking things, 
moving things, and looking for ways in 
which to improve the car.”

We need to talk... easy access OBD port. Carbon fibre body is a work in progress.

AP Racing four pots all round.



TWIN CHARGED CLUBMAN

 33

port and polish,” says Michael. “Because 
this was going to be a forced induction 
build, the bottom end is the lower 
compression MGZT item and the 
manifold is off an MGF 135 with a 56mm 
throttle body from a Metro GTi. The 
camshafts are standard, although the 
timing has been changed.

“To get enough combined airflow, I 
adapted a throttle body off a Nissan truck. 
This is served by 3 inch tubing and 
regulated by a vacuum chamber from a 
Fiat van, together with various solenoids. 
Pulleys are taken from a range of Fords 
and BMWs. The supercharger, which is 
from a Mercedes CLK, has its own 
intercooler, as does the MGZT 
turbocharger. The supercharger and 
turbocharger are integrated so that excess 

pressure from the supercharger 
recirculates into the turbocharger 
manifold to help spool the turbo.”

Basically, the supercharger launches the 
car at a constant 6psi and around 2500 
rpm the turbo kicks in and delivers a 
further 11 psi of boost. As the turbo opens 
there’s a little back fill pressure, then the 
supercharger starts to balance the flow. By 
the time 5000 rpm is reached, the flow of 
both systems is equalized and there’s a 
second wave of power. The engine is 
currently producing around 300 bhp with 
loads of torque. 

FRAMED
As alluded to, this car is built around a 
tubular frame. To fit the K-Series engine 
and provide the structural integrity 

required, Michael designed and fabricated 
the frame (including a rollcage), which is 
welded to the bodyshell, and to which the 
subframes are connected. 

“I adapted the tubing to fit the shell and 
the front and rear subframes, and made 
the rollcage,” he continues. “At the 
moment, the MGTF rear subframe is 
pretty standard, although I plan to modify 
and lighten it. The front subframe stated 
life as a MGTF, but it’s been modified to 
quite an extreme level, so there’s very 

As savage as the outside, 
interior is function over form.

Michael contemplates his 
next mods for the Mini...

All the info, just where you need it.
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metal and a few rattle cans!”
Michael may well consider the body 

enhancements to be a work-in-progress. 
Yet, in its not-yet-finished state, combined 
with the rattle can paint finish, it sports a 
look that certainly fits in with this car’s 
psyche. This is a car that doesn’t even 
pretend to pay lip service to ‘show and 
shine’. Rather, it exudes a raw,  end-of-the-
world apocalyptic look... inside the car, as 
well as out.

It fact, it’s fair to say that the interior is 
even more apocalyptic than the exterior.

grown not just in power, but in stature too.
The bodywork is Michael’s handiwork, 

although he admits that this is definitely a 
work in progress. In fact, the rear 
bodywork wasn’t even on the car until the 
morning of the photoshoot.

“I worked until 3am that morning,” he 
says grimacing. “The bodywork is at the 
developmental stage and still needs to 
tidied and painted properly. All I had at 
my disposal before the shoot, were tins of 
fibreglass resin, chopped strand matting, 
pop rivets, foam filler, some sections of 

Rear bodywork continues 
to evolve and just about 
covers the mechanicals.

“This is one of those cars that never 
lets you relax”

BODY  
1979 Clubman steel shell with tubular frame, 
full roll cage, and GRP/Carbon fibre/steel 
wheelarch and bonnet extensions, 40-litre 
beer keg modified to serve as a fuel tank.

ENGINE 
1796cc K-Series, MGZT bottom end, MGF 135 
manifold, ported and polished head, retimed 
camshafts, Mercedes SLK supercharger, 
turbocharger, two intercoolers, fabricated 
exhaust system, silicone hoses. Front-
mounted radiator with aluminium ducting. 
Power: 300 bhp (estimated).

SUSPENSION GAZ dampers, MGTF rear 
suspension, fabricated front suspension.

TRANSMISSION MGTF six-speed.

BRAKES AP Racing four-piston alloy 
calipers front and rear.

WHEELS AND TYRES MGF Trophy 7x16 inch 
alloys with 195/45/16 tyres.

INTERIOR Mamba driver’s seat, Q/R steering 
wheel, extended handbrake lever, alloy gear 
knob, fire extinguisher, single wiper, extra 
instrumentation, exposed wiring and 
binnacle, drilled alloy door furniture. 

little left of the original. It’s really my own 
design and has been engineered as to 
optimise weight and balance. The front 
GAZ coilovers are mounted upside-down 
for clearance. They fit to the lower 
wishbones, on to which I’ve welded new 
mounts, and to the bottoms of the old 
suspension turrets.

“Wheels are 16-inch from an MGF 
Trophy. They are the only ones that would 
fit nicely within the frame and provide 
clearance for the AP Racing four-piston 
calipers that are fitted front and rear.

“The front radiator is tucked in the 
front framework and there’s alloy ducting 
which is designed along the lines of what 
I’ve seen on Time Attack cars.”

SURGERY
During the process of this build, which is 
in its fifth iteration apparently, and the 
result of a heck of a lot of research, plenty 
of trial and error, and a great deal of 
engineering ingenuity, the Clubman has 

Front end is still 
Clubman, but with a 
load more attitude.
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True, there’s plenty of instrumentation, a
nice steering wheel, a decent bucket seat, 
and everything works. But it’s raw, 
elemental, unkempt, and exposed – a 
manic manifestation that would render a 
concours judge mute. 

Nevertheless, this is part of the car’s 
raison d’être. It’s a visceral, pared-back, 
rip-up-the-rulebook, anti-establishment 
car. Not that the build is quite yet finished.
It’s a work in progress.

SENSORY OVERLOAD
“There are still lots of things that I intend
to do to the Clubman,” explains Michael. 
“Nevertheless it drives, and it has an MoT.
Mind you, this is one of those cars that 
never lets you relax, not even for a second.
It’s incredibly noisy, you can hear 

A beer barrel has been 
recycled into a fuel tank and 

is tucked into the rear bed.

Radiator? No, twin intercoolers...

K-series is buried deep in the Mini.

everything, smell everything, and it’s 
constantly trying to throw itself off the 
road! To be honest, it’s not a car that you 
can ever relax in... especially in the wet!”

PERSONAL
This Clubman, which wouldn’t look out of 
place on the set of a Mad Max movie, will 
undoubtedly divide opinions. All the 
same, this deeply personal project has to 
be lauded for its innovation, quality of 
engineering, and unique nature.

 “I appreciate that what I’d done might 
cause controversy amongst some 
enthusiasts, and that it won’t appeal to 
everybody,” reflects Michael. “But it’s my 
take on the Mini... and it certainly has a 
unique character and look. I’m really 
pleased at how it’s turned out.” 
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Your Minis Send ‘Your Minis’ pictures to
minimag.ed@kelsey.co.uk

HOT ON THE TRACK
Name: Pascal Rajon
Car: Yamaha-engined track Mini
Location: Paris

■ Pascal’s striking track day car was
put forward by his close mate
Benjamin de Fortis, both of whom are
longterm Mini enthusiasts and Mini
Mag devotees. Pascal only recently
finished his dream track day car. His
intention with the build was to keep it
a Mini, but with the maximum amount
of track potential. This absolute beast
features a made to measure full roll
cage, a channeled body on a tube
frame, and as much aluminium as
humanly possible to keep things
lightweight. It certainly worked as the
final weight is only 480kg with liquids! 
It has a Yamaha R1 engine driving 
the front wheels. The car has
been finished to the highest
possible standard using all
special parts and benefitting
from many hours of
craftmanship. Since the photos,
Pascal has added a few finishing
touches such as fake lights. So
now the car is all ready for the 
pair to take it to the track!

IN THE CLUB
Name: Marc Simpson
Car: 1980 Clubman
Location: Manchester
■ Marc bought his Clubman from a good
friend, with the view of doing a budget
restoration for his YouTube channel http://
www.youtube.com/simpsonsclassics.
The main aim of this was to get people
into restoring classics cars. He wanted to
prove that you don’t need loads of money
to have a classic of your own and set the
target of getting from a rusty accident-
damaged car to a painted shell ready to
rebuild for under £1500. He managed to
come in at just over that figure, £1568.86 

with 248 man hours to get to the painted
shell, this included the price of the car
which was £500. The shell has had, new
front floor pans, inner sills, outer sills, rear
quarter panel, full front end, back end
repair panels, door skins and door repairs.
He plans to finish the car and get it MoT’d
and road legal. Marc already has four 

minis to look after, two of which are
already on the road…
The Clubman was originally black and has
been off the road since 2001. He wanted
to give the car a little more retro flavour
and so has taken influence from the very 
early Clubmans and painted it BMC  
Bronze Yellow.
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Your Minis

FAMILY MAN

Name: Ian Wilcox
Cars: 1994 Mini Sprite
Location: Walsall, West Midlands

■ Ian’s Wilcox’s Pearl White Mini Sprite is
affectionately known as Mabel. It was
bought 2 years ago off the Brown family
in Scarborough. Mabel has enjoyed a
quiet retirement with Ian, as she lives
properly dry stored though autumn and
winter. Only coming out to do the odd
wedding, school prom and local meets.
Ian has done some upgrades including
fitting a stainless exhaust and larger carb,
but otherwise has kept her standard
including original interior and paintwork.

Ian is planning to keep things simple
with any future upgrades, but he is
planning to fit new carpets and trim
around the arches. He certainly won’t go 
to the extreme with upgrades as he 
prefers her just the way she is...

Name: Jim Rider
Car: 1960 Mini
Location: Essex

■ Jim’s mum bought his early 1960
Mini back in 1963. He learnt to drive
in the car and the whole family used
it as a daily run around until Jim took
it over and modified it slightly over
the years. When his children came
along, it was garaged for the best
part of 30 years.

But 3 years ago, Jim decided it was
time to start the rebuild, with the
intention of putting it back to how it
was when his Mum brought it home.
It’s currently in the paint shop.

Jim has done all of the fabrication
work himself, he was an apprentice
coppersmith in his youth so has
picked up a variety of skills working
with all kinds of materials. For his
next project, he’s tempted to make a
whisky still – which he thinks would
come in handy right now! The family
love of Minis has never faded, and
Jim’s daughter, Jo, also has a much 
loved 1960 Mini.

MOTHER OF PEARL
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W
hen eight-year-old Jake 
and Emma met, they 
had no idea they’d be 
running a thriving 
business together in 

their twenties. Their shared childhood 
was packed with fond memories of 

reliant on the pair of them, with best 
mate Emma working hard behind the 
scenes to make Jake’s ideas happen.  
Jake comes up with concepts and acts as 
tour guide, while Emma works on the 
design, admin and business elements of 
the venture. 

Entering the new MiniRunUK 
headquarters in Tamworth, you’d be 
forgiven for thinking the business had 
benefitted from a large cash injection at 
some point. It’s bright and spacious, with 
reflective f loors, a well-stocked shop, 
striking art and the capacity to fit in 
plenty of cars. However, this success 
comes from humble beginnings and hard 
graft. “Back in 2016, I was in a Mini 
club.” Jake recalls. “I used to go out to 
shows. I often used to enjoy the drive to 
the show more than the show itself. We’d 
have a breakfast meet and take the scenic 
route. It was great fun. One Bank 
Holiday, I posted on facebook to see if 
anyone fancied going for a drive. Quite a 
few people signed up and we had such a 

bombing about in the back of one of 
Jake’s mum’s Minis, which it’s safe to say 
is where their mutual love of the car 
came from. 

Jake is often recognised as ‘the face’ of 
MiniRunUK, but the seamless 
management of their car tour business is 

Words Holly Daffurn Photography Gerard Hughes

Working for yourself, with your best friend, driving Minis around Europe 
might sound like a dream… for Jake Dennis and Emma Mason it’s reality.

ON THE ROAD

Jake’s own Mini is often 
used for scouting missions.

Emma and Jake have built a thriving 
business out of their love for Minis...
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Vanessa Halford is a Wyre Forest 
Mini Club member and MiniRunUK 

regular and brings her Clubman 
Estate along on the runs.

good time that I decided to do it again.” 
What started as a hobby, quickly grew 

and it made sense to work on it full time 
as a business – which is precisely what 
Jake did, two years ago, which is when he 
approached Emma to help out. Emma 
studied media at university and had been 
working for the family business when 
Jake came to her with his idea. Jake had 
worked for UPS since leaving school, 
progressing to management level. Jake’s 
driving experience has really helped with 
all the route planning and map reading, 
and Emma’s f lair for design and business 
knowledge has been invaluable too. 

“We started doing more runs and 
camping weekends at small festivals. We 
went on to doing driving holidays, 
starting with week long runs in Scotland. 
We got a message from someone in the 
States who was looking to rent a Mini for 
their honeymoon. We thought, that 

shouldn’t be too hard and we pulled it 
off. They posted about it on social media, 
and as if by magic overnight we had over 
30 bookings from the States!”

“We love what we do, but it is stressful 
at times!” Emma admits. “We’re just a 
two man band doing all the jobs. We 

work every night of the week. Monday to 
Friday we’re in the office and at weekends 
we’re on runs or at shows. We work 
evenings because of the time difference 
in America. It’s full on, but we love it!” 

“To start with we didn’t have two 
pennies to rub together.” Jake recalls. 

“We had such a good time that I 
decided to do it again”

Having complementary skills is 
the basis for a great business.
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“When we had to drive to shows to plan
routes we couldn’t afford hotels or B&Bs 
we slept on a blow up bed in the back of a 
transit. People think it must be really 
easy, but it’s not. I’ve got two young boys, 
so it’s really tough for me being away 
from them over the summer. That’s one 
good thing about this year, I’ve got so 
much more time with them.”

Jake has completely transformed his 
life since starting MiniRunUK. “I fell ill 
with a mental breakdown. It’s common 
knowledge. I was in a mental home, that’s
where I decided to go fulltime with 
MiniRunUK.” It was a great decision, 
and one that Emma was fully in support 
of. “It was time to cut the ties and start 
afresh. I told Jake, you need to do 
something that makes you happy!”

“All of the hard work has been worth it 
though” says Jake. “We have so many 
plans, I can’t tell you yet… but we have 
something coming to the Mini scene that 
it’s never seen before. It’ll be for 2021, 
maybe at Stanford Hall…”

They also have an ambitious five year 
plan to have their own venue and 
guesthouse with space for camping, to 
cut down on the amount they spend on 
hotels. This sort of venture would be a 
sure fire hit with foreign visitors, as well 
as a great venue for UK weddings and 
parties. “Our guests from overseas like 

that everything is taken care of for them 
so they don’t have to worry about a 
thing.” Emma muses. “We pick them up 
from the airport, sort hotels and food. 
Jake acts as their tour guide.”

“Yeah, I research everything about the 
area before they arrive. I spend weeks 
reading up on castles. It’s hard work, but 
it’s fun.” Jake interjects. “For the overseas 
visitors, Scotland is a trip of a lifetime!” 
Adds Emma. “They love the heritage!” 

The pair also have plans to provide 
their own break down service. For 
instance, for the Italian IMM they’ll 

bring a mechanic and a van full of spares. 
“Just because you’re in a classic Mini it 
doesn’t mean you can’t go abroad!” Is 
Jake’s philosophy. “It’s all about giving 
them the whole experience, so they have 
nothing to worry about. We plan it all 
and they just turn up.” Adds Emma. 

Although they love their classics, the 
pair also own a GP2 which they often use 
on tours. “Classic Minis are great, but we 
try to represent both.” Says Emma. “Most 
people who have a classic own a modern 
one too. They don’t want to get their 
classics out in the winter! I love how 

“Just because you’re in a classic Mini 
doesn’t mean you can’t go abroad”

Matching the new premises for 
pure sheen, James Garner 
brought his mint Italian Job LE.

The guys have recently moved into new digs.
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Completing the mini Mini 
show was Matthew Bibby’s 
street racer Clubman.

individual the classics are. I love how you 
go to a show and they’ll have 
personalised the car, you can tell a 
person by their car. There is no other 
scene where everything is so individual 
to a person. They’ve rebuilt their cars 
from scratch to reflect who they are!”

As well as the Mini tours, Emma and 

Jake also host runs and events for 
Porsches and Aston Martins. There is 
great potential in their new venue. It has 
an airfield, they can fit up to 200 cars in 
the carpark and there’s an overflow field. 
They have plans for camping, festivals 
and events including outdoor cinema. 
Though Jake insists that he won’t be 

showing The Italian Job! “I love it, but it’s 
been done to death!” The venue will also 
host cars and coffee meets, regular runs, 
detailing services and photography 
packages. So it’s worth following them on 
social media to see what’s on. There will 
be a grand opening in October, so watch 
this space! 
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SOUTH AFRICAN MINIVAN

AUSTIN 
 POWERS
Words Martyn Morgan-Jones Photography Jason Dodd
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SOUTH AFRICAN MINIVAN

With many projects already under his belt, Ray Austin’s first foray 
into Mini ownership is this stunning South African Minivan.

E
ver since the Mini was first 
mooted, commercial variants: 
namely the Pick-up and the 
Minivan, were part of the plan. 
A plan that saw these utilitarian 

carry-alls go on to become a huge 
commercial success with the Minivan the 
smallest van available on the British 
market, punching well above its weight.

Yet, understandably, due to the nature 
of the work they undertook and the 
negative effects of ageing, only a very 

small percentage of the 580,000 Pick-ups 
and vans produced have survived. 
However, largely thanks to their modest 
number and to their inherent charm, they 
have become hugely collectable and, 
hence, very sought after. 

CHANGING DIRECTION 
Whilst some of the survivors have been 
modified, others, like the one featured 
here (belonging to Ray Austin), have been 
brought back to period perfection.

Although a marine engineer by trade, 
Ray Austin has been passionate about 
cars for as long as he can remember. It’s a 
passion that has seen him build some of 
the very best hot rods in the country, 
including one based on a 1935 five-
window Ford Coupe that he imported 
from the USA back in 1991.

He’s built Beetles too and various kit 
cars. And, until very recently, he 
spannered on, and looked after, a mate’s 
F1 Lotus 101; a car that was raced in 
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car, built in a Leyland facility set up in 
Blackheath, a suburb of Johannesburg.”

Although Tony planned to restore the 
van, and had even had the front floors 
replaced, a new front subframe fitted, and 
a disc brake conversion, a change of plan 
saw him put it up for sale.

“I’d popped around to Tony’s for a chat 
and a coffee, and we got chatting about 
the van,” says Ray smiling. “I could see 
that the van had potential, so I ended up 
buying it. Although I’d mainly been 

downturned his quality. Ray is known for 
the excellence of his builds and his 
Minivan is a prime example. It’s also a 
very rare survivor. One that has hailed 
from foreign climes.

OUT OF AFRICA
“Tony Bowles, a good mate of mine who 
runs a plant repair firm, bought this 1978 
van a few years back,” recalls Ray. “It was 
blue, with Union Jack graphics draped all 
over it. It was originally a South African 

“I could see that the van had potential, 
so I ended up buying it”

Interior has been sympathetically 
upgraded but still features the 
original - and unique - seats.

the late 80s by Japanese single-seater 
hotshot Satoru Nakajima.

Nevertheless, relatively recently, Ray 
had a change of direction. It was a 
direction that led him into the world of 
the classic Mini. He may have downsized 
his cars, but he certainly hasn’t 

Load floor has been veneered and then 
finished with fifteen coats of lacquer.

Livery pays homage to a 
real dealer in South Africa.
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involved with the world of  hot rods, 
which were built purely for show use, I 
decided that the van was going to be 
brought back to a period look, have very 
little in the way of modifications and be 
very driveable.”

THE DAILY GRIND
Despite being a very small car, it took Ray
almost six months of very hard graft to 
remove the original paint. 

“The paint must have been a quarter of 
an inch thick,” grimaces Ray. “And it had 
been baked on hard due to the intense 
South African heat. I had to use 40 grit, 
machine sanders, and a variety of boat 
scrapers.”

“The shell was pretty solid though – 
only the doors had rusted. Luckily, I 
managed to find two good second-hand 
ones. There were also three small holes in 
the roof which must have been for a roof-
mounted sign, a nod to its commercial 
past.  These had been filled and leaded 

but were visible from inside.”
The van floor also bore evidence of a 

hard commercial, life, as it was quite 
battered. Intent on making this good, Ray 
bought a repair section, then had a 
change of heart.

“I thought the floor would look better 
with a wooden covering,” admits Ray. 
“Gary Webb, an ace chippy and good 
friend, panelled the floor in marine ply. 
He did a superb job. I then bought a load 
of veneer off eBay, Gary applied this to 

the plywood, and finished off with fifteen 
coats of lacquer. The end result looks 
fabulous!”

HOME-BREWED
As does the paintwork: a combination of 
Race Red and Diamond White. The 
colour scheme is complemented by the 
superb signwriting which, thanks to Ray’s 
detective work, promotes a contemporary 
South African Leyland dealership. 

“Having done the paintwork, I was 

Suspension has been tweaked 
with HiLos and GAZ dampers.

Ray’s known for his 
superb car builds - looks 
like he’s done it again..
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explains Ray. “However, at some time in 
its life this had been swapped out for a 
1275. When I stripped it down, I was very 
surprised to find that a lot of the internals 
were stamped Leyland SA. 

“Leyland South Africa had started 
making their own engines in 1966. This 
one is interesting because the spin-off oil 
filter is positioned at the top off the block, 
and the mounting boss is cast in.”

The strip-down also revealed that the 
engine had led a very hard life. The bores 
were heavily scored, the timing chain was 
worn, the bearings were marked, and the 
head was in dire need of a refresh. 

“I bored the block to 1360cc,” continues 
Ray. “Then I fitted a lightened flywheel, 
new rods, SW7 camshaft, 1.5 roller 
rockers, twin 1.25 inch SUs, an LCB and 
had the head modified for unleaded and 
bigger valves. It’s a very sweet engine.”

“I built it this way so that it’s easy for 
Carol, my long-suffering wife, to use. 
Over four decades she’s had to put up 
with my other builds, builds that were 

Capetown area. However, no-one was 
able to confirm whether one had existed.”

Then Ray had a brainwave. He searched 
out a 1978 South African sales brochure 
and this had some dealerships listed, 
including Union Car Sales of Pretoria.  

“I contacted the South African clubs 
again, gave them this information, and 
someone came back to me with a sales 
receipt for a Mini,” enthuses Ray. “It was 
from Union Car Sales! This company had 
been a Leyland dealership back in the day. 
Not only did it sell Minis, there was every 
likelihood that it would have had a 
Minivan as a local delivery vehicle.”

So, Ray’s Minivan is not only a South 
African build, thanks to his dogged 
detective work, it boasts appropriate 
signwriting. Plus it has a number of 
South-African specific parts. For 
example, the seats are unique to the South 
African vans (and required Ray to have 
bespoke seat covers made). Better still, it’s 
powered by a South African A-Series.

“This Minivan was originally an 850,” 

“The plan was as much as possible 
to go mild not wild”

Shell is mostly original, no 
doubt thanks to the ultra thick 
paint Ray had to remove...

BODY 1978 Leyland South Africa Minivan. 
Veneered plywood load platform. 
Paint: Race Red and Diamond White.

ENGINE 1360cc, SA A-series, big valve head, 
SW7 Camshaft, 1.5 roller rockers, twin 1.25 
inch SUs, LCB, silicone hoses, hidden 
underbonnet wiring, LCB manifold.  Power: 
85 bhp (estimated).

SUSPENSION  
Rubber cone with Hi-Los. GAZ dampers.

TRANSMISSION  
Standard four-speed with S/C drop gears.

BRAKES 7.5 inch discs, standard rear 
drums, servo.

WHEELS & TYRES 4.5x10 inch Cooper S steels 
with 145/10 tyres.

INTERIOR Standard South African front seats 
retrimmed. Wooden steering wheel and 
gearknob, USB ports, extra instrumentation.

keen to get the van sign-written,” 
elaborates Ray. “But, being a South 
African van, the sign-writing really 
needed to have a genuine connection with 
the area where it was sold.”

“Over a period of about a year, I was in 
contact with a number of South African 
Mini clubs trying to find out if there’d 
been a Leyland dealership in the Pretoria/
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extremely powerful and very hard to 
drive! That’s why it’s also running a 
standard gearbox... although it does have 
S/C drop gears to provide that lovely 
period whine. For this reason, I haven’t 
fitted a radio!”

QUALITY RIDE
As Ray decided that the Minivan would 
have a sporty, but very user-friendly 
engine, he was of the same mindset when 
it came to uprating the chassis.

“I didn’t want to go overboard, so the 
modifications are quite sensible,” 
acknowledges Ray. “It has new subframes, 
the aforementioned disc brakes up front, 
Hi-Los, adjustable dampers, and Cooper 
S reverse rims. These are fitted with 
145/10 tyres. It rides nicely.”

“The plan was as much as possible to go 
mild not wild, and also stick with a 
commercial look, including the interior. 
There are a few changes though. Brian 
Cobb, my late brother-in-law, had given 
me a wooden gearknob for this build, so I 
decided to complement this with a 
wooden steering wheel. I’ve also added 
some supplementary instruments and 
USB ports. Apart from these, and the 
wooden load bed, it’s pretty much stock 
inside and out.”

Stock, but significantly better finished, 
and with better road manners and 
performance than when it was doing the 
rounds in Pretoria. It’s a beautifully built 
and detailed car. Ray’s restoration is not 
just a success, it must be judged a 
‘commercial’ success! 

Bored to 1360cc, the engine 
gives around 85 bhp and makes 
sure the van is no slouch.

Just sporty enough - Cooper S rims.
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SAVE 
44%

After that, you will 
automatically transfer to 

an annual direct debit rate 
of just £27.99 for 12 issues, 
saving you £26.00 on the 
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Adding a touch of class
Find out how we can be your Classic Car Insurance provider.

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 6pm, Sat 9am - 1pm, Sun Closed.
As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, 
firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

UK & European breakdown and accident recovery,
including Homestart (worth over £100 when
compared to other providers)

Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover if you’re in an
accident that’s not your fault

Salvage Retention Rights

Up to 15% discount for club members

The Carole Nash Difference
Our policies include as standard:

Ask us about:
Choose your own specialist repairer

Free agreed value

Call now for your insurance quote

0333 005 2294
carolenash.com

Classic Mini Insurance



Joe Hall’s Retro Saloon
 featured in Mini Magazine November 2020 





Wayne Wright’s 1330 Street Racer
 featured in Mini Magazine November 2020 
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RETRO CITY

FOR
LIFE

When Joe Hall went shopping for a
daily runabout twenty years ago, he
couldn’t have seen it transforming
into this incredible retro machine.

Words and Photography Gerard Hughes

W
hen you’re new to driving, cars tend to
come and go. First cars tend to be the most
precious thing in the world when they’re
freshly stripped of their L-plates, but
within a few months, the sheen is gone

and they’re just a hack like any other old motor. The fate of
second cars is usually even less glamourous…

“I had a Mini prior to this one which I think I bought in
about 2000,” explains Joe Hall. "That was my first ever car, a
D-reg City E. It was just a runabout and I paid about £600 for
that back then. It was actually quite a nice Mini– it got hit by
a Granada in Christchurch.” And that was that for Joe’s first
car. His second came hot on its heels…

“I bought it privately from a guy in Dorset. He wanted rid
of it so he advertised it in the local Free Ads back in 2001 for
£375 – I gave him £300 for it,” he chuckles. “It was just a basic 
1984 Mini City, B-reg, with a single speedo gauge and a
standard 998. Nothing posh about it when I bought it.”

That’s difficult to imagine, looking at the Mini today. But
it’s not just this car which has transformed during Joe’s two
decades of ownership, but also the way in which the world
views the Mini in general. Today, even the most humble Mini
would justify having considerable sums spent on
maintenance and restoration because the finished car stands
a good chance of being worth more than the money spent on
it. In the early 2000s, not so much. They were also much
more likely to still being used as an everyday day. And this
was very much the case for Joe, and everyday life saw him
move from a prospective career in professional cricket, 
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It had limited edition Mini Ritz seats, 
horrible 12 inch wheels, and it still pulled 
to the left and then pulled to the right 
every time you braked! It was a project 
car – very much so – and I spent the next, 
probably fifteen years, keeping it on the 
road,” has says with a laugh.

Long term ownership saw the Mini 
slowly develop, but at the same time, 
slowly but surely deteriorate. “At various 
points, it was off the road for six months 
or a year waiting for things to be done. It 
got to the point where I put 13x7 inch 
wheels and big arches on it, and I had to 
cut away a lot of the front wings. When I 
drove it for the first time, I didn’t really 
like the way it handled, especially at 
speed – it was a bit twitchy. It was very, 
very heavy at low speeds as well and I 

through time as a full time student to a
career in the Royal Air Force. And the 
Mini stayed with him right through.

“I started university in 2002 and the 
Mini failed its MoT. I was only in my 
early twenties and I thought, do I either 
just get another car and get rid of the 
Mini, or do I keep hold of the Mini and 
do some work on it in the four month 
long summer break at the end of first 
year?” Joe had already spent quite a bit on 
the car by this point, fitting various bits 
and pieces including a front disc 
conversion so he decided to stick with it. 
The fail sheet featured corrosion in a big 
way. “It failed dismally with rust and we 
did a lot of patching – over sills, that kind 
of thing. By the end of the summer in 
2003, it was back on the road in baby blue. 

Interior is stunning, 
and is a real one-off.

“Stupidly, I chucked out
the original seats”

Centre console houses Clarion head unit.

Wooden trim even extends to the doors.

It's come a long way from a single speedo...

Seats are the work of JCS Custom Trim.

As a daily driver, the City has always been a 
work in progress - routine maintenance, MoT 
repairs and restoration or when Joe decided 
to upgrade. Its latest incarnation is the result 
of two decades of evolution...

THE BUILD
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thought I’d actually taken away the 
character of the Mini by modifying it to 
this point. I realised this probably seven 
or eight years ago, which was the start of 
the idea to renovate it, back to bare metal 
as I’ve done.” 

“In 2018-2019, I didn’t drive it at all. It 
went through the MOT and they said, 
‘You’ve done well to keep it on the road 
for the last five years with rust being 
advisory but it’s now got to the point 
where it’s major and if you drive it now, 
it’s dangerous.’ And I thought, OK, let’s 
wait until I’m fully in the process of 
leaving the military because money will 
be available, and I’ll have the capacity in 
which to do it. So, about June of last year 
(2019) it was back to bare metal on the 
rollover jig.”

While Joe was happy to handle the 
project himself, he did consider handing 
the whole thing over to a restoration 
company. “It was a bit of a shock, I 
contacted a few companies and they said 
that if you want us to renovate it for you, 
it’s going to cost £25k. I hadn’t got 
anywhere near that, so I contracted out 

the shotblasting, the powder coating, that 
sort of thing, to companies locally.” It 
turned out to be the right approach, as Joe 
has managed to transform the Mini from 
bare shell to stunning finished car in 
around twelve months.

COLOUR CHARTS
All of the usual panels were replaced 
including the complete front end, inner 
wings, scuttle, floorpans, boot floor and 
rear valance. “The roof is original,” Joe 
jokes. “All the panels are Heritage. I didn’t 
skimp as I’d learned from previous 
experience not to cut corners on quality.”

Even though Joe had contracted the 
major work out, he still had an eye on the 
budgets. “I managed to save a little bit of 
money by going into the paintshop and 
doing some of the prepwork myself. This 
was back at the beginning of pandemic, 
and there I was in full face gear and my 
skanky old work clothes. It was quite 

enjoyable doing it, if a little monotonous.” 
The colour choice of Almond Green for 

an 80s car may seem a little unusual, but 
Joe had his reasons. “It was the colour of 
my mum and dad’s first Mini, which they 
bought in 1962/63, which was also when 
they were married. It was painted in the 
early part of this year over at Kustom 
Kolors. It came out of the paintshop with 
a green roof, and it didn’t look right, so 
they resprayed it that day and it was back 
with me a few days later. It’s not an exact 
match for my parents’ Mini in the 60s but 
it’s close enough. And my dad loves it 
when we go out in it!”

One of the City’s stand out features is 
that stunning interior with the upholstery 
executed by JCS Custom Trim. “Stupidly, 
I chucked out the original seats. Back in 
2003 and aged 22, where you could still 
buy a Mini for £100, I thought there’s 

Colour choice was inspired 
by his parents' first Mini, 
and Joe's dad loves it!
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actually understand the engine and
understand the car, so if there’s a problem 
you could fault find. Whereas with just 
the original single centre gauge there was 
no chance…”

MORE HORSES
Incredibly, the original 998 engine still 
sits under the bonnet, although it has 
been carefully examined and refreshed by 
Brett Simms. A fast road-spec head and 
cam now means it has a little more urge 
than the factory blessed it with. “I bought 
the car at 12000 miles and it’s done about 
80000 now – it was my daily driver for 
well over a decade, driven to work every 
day through all weathers. Brett’s done a 
fair bit of work to the engine, and we’re 
about 100 miles away from taking it back 
to him and him tightening bits and bobs 
up. I do want to take it on the motorway 
and do a top speed test – I reckon I might 
get 65 out of it!”

Now the Mini is looking great, Joe is 
determined to keep it that way and has 
gone to quite extraordinary lengths. “I 

plenty of them around. It’s a shame
because it’s now got virtually the same 
kind of seats. But as soon as I put the 
carpets and those seats in, it just 
transformed it instantly, and I knew this 
is how the interior of a Mini should look.”

The dash is all Joe’s own work, and has 
developed over a long period of time. 
“Originally, I bought a piece of MDF and 
some original Brazilian walnut veneer. I 
laminated it and clamped it all together 
myself, then cut the holes and put all the 
gauges in, and that sat under the bottom 
rail by the passenger seat. But whenever I 
had a passenger, they always kicked it, so 
it ended up just being a collection of rattly 
gauges. I thought this needs to change. I 
quite liked the aircraft cockpit look, and I 
know that to drive properly, you need to 
have vision of the vacuum gauge so that’s 
the main gauge just through the steering 
wheel – I know how efficiently I’m 
driving based on that gauge.”

“All the rest are put in as and where, it’s 
a one off design. Every Smiths gauge 
that’s going I wanted in so I could 

Original 998 has been 
reworked by Brett Simms.

“I've really got something to be 
proud of here”

Square lights true to the Mini's age.
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bought a fibre optic camera and I 
attached it to the nozzle on the Dinitrol 
gun to make sure I got into every nook 
and cranny. Guaranteed you’re going to 
get some kind of moisture in the sills and 
box sections, even in storage and I’m not 
willing to take that risk.”

The Mini which Joe originally bought 
as a daily hack has now earned the right 
to take life a little easier. “It’s really just a 
social car,” he explains. “I’m on a really 
basic Gentleman’s insurance policy with 
Adrian Flux for 1500 miles a year and I 
think I’ll be lucky to do that. It won’t be 
driven in the rain, it won’t touch road salt 
– it’s gone from daily driver to get me to 
and fro from work to a project car, to now,
almost a show car.”

“It’s had a good life. It’s always had 
really good quality oil, always been 
maintained well but now it’s time to say, 

you know what, I’ve really got something 
to be proud of here and next year, there’s 
going to be shows, so I’ll go to some. Even 
when it was in its previous blue livery I’d 
park it at Bournemouth beach and get so 
much attention, people would always 
come over and chat. But now people are 
even more shocked to see an original 
Mini with paintwork in this condition, so 
yes, I guess it’s a show car…”

There's no clutter at all. 
Cooper rims help, as 
does the lack of mirrors.

BODY 1984 Mini City. Restored as standard 
with new front panel, wings, inner wings, 
A-panels, sills, floors, boot floor and rear 
valance. Interior lined with Dynamat. Paint: 
Almond Green with Old English White roof.

ENGINE 998cc A-plus. Rebuilt with new 
competition bearings, balanced bottom end, 
honed bores, new piston rings and refaced 
block. Oil pump. Head modified to fast road 
spec. Fast road cam and followers.

TRANSMISSION  
Standard four-speed manual.

SUSPENSION New (NOS) standard rubber 
cones. Spax adjustable dampers. HiLos. Heavy 
duty front tie bars.

BRAKES 7.5 inch discs, Super Minifin drums at 
rear. Mintex pads/shoes.

WHEELS AND TYRES Cooper S 4.5x10 inch 
steel wheels with Falken 145/80R10 tyres.

INTERIOR Standard low back seats, rear seat 
and door cards reupholstered in perforated/
basket weave leather JCS Custom Trim. Full 
width walnut dash with speedo, rev counter, 
oil pressure and temperature, water 
temperature, vacuum, volt and amps gauges. 
Clock. Wood rimmed steering wheel. 
Wooden gearknob. Centre console.  
Clarion NX302E head unit. Newton 
Commercial carpets.

THANKS TO:
To my Dad, for his support and the space 
to do the project. Geoff Patten and Nigel 
Pipe for their help over the years, 
the guys at JCS, Brett Simms for the 
engine work, Colin and all the guys at 
Kustom Kolors, Mini Spares for their help 
and advice.

It's come a long way, but the City 
is now set for the next 20 years.
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The essentials for keeping 
your Mini on the road.

BEFORE
STARTING
The first rule of working on cars
and using tools of any kind is
don’t be stupid. Make sure
personal protective gear –
goggles, gloves, ear defenders,
masks and a set of overalls - are
hanging on a hook in your garage
and use them wisely.

If you’re working with power
tools, protective gear is essential.
Never attempt to work under a
car without supporting it securely
using suitably strong axle stands.
If you haven’t got a fire
extinguisher, buy one and keep it
near to hand. The bottom line? If
you’re not completely confident
of your own ability to complete
any task safely, don’t even start it.
Leave it to the experts.

68 ASK THE EXPERT
Our tech experts answer all your  
Mini technical queries.

72  PRODUCTS
The latest selection of parts and 
goodies to lavish upon your Mini.

74  WORKSHOP
We visit Mike Brewer’s #ProjectFrankie 
at the Acespeed workshops.

78  OUR MINIS
The latest from our Mini fleet, this 
time featuring the cars of Ryan, Tim 
and Gerard.

Water pump failure is an all too

common problem on the Mini,

noticeable from either a leak,

engine over heating or a noisy bearing.

Replacing it is a fairly simple task once you

get to it, but to do that, you do need to drain

and remove the radiator, as well as the

alternator. To make access easier and avoid

hitting your head over and over again it’s

also a good idea to remove both the bonnet 

and grille.

When carrying out this repair, pay 

particular attention to the condition of the 

related parts. This includes all the hoses, 

clips and fanbelt and replace any that seem 

worn or damaged as its far easier to do it 

now rather than at the roadside.

Our particular engine is one of the later

A-plus engines and so doesn’t have the

small by-pass hose that fits between the

water pump and the underside of the

cylinder head. If yours does have one, then

it is good practice to always fit a new one as

this is another common problem area on

the Mini. Special by-pass hoses are readily

available as are new clips although I prefer

to use a short length of heater type hose as 

this is much stronger and harder wearing 

than the convoluted replacement hoses.

When re-filling the cooling system 

always following the manufacturers’ 

guidelines for diluting the anti-freeze 

mixture and never be tempted to run with 

just water in the cooling system! 
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GO WITH THE FLOW
Buried deep in the engine bay, replacing the water pump 
can look like a daunting task – we show you how…

“Water pump failure is an all too common 
problem on the Mini”

PARTS 
New water pump and gasket.

TOOLS REQUIRED 
3/8, ½, 7/16 inch AF sockets 
and spanners, scrapper, 
screwdrivers, soft faced 
mallet, drain tray.

TIME TAKEN 
1-hour

DIFFICULTY
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Remove the fan belt and then once the bolts have been withdrawn 
you can then remove the alternator altogether. If you have removed 
the grille this will slide out easily.

The alternator will also need to be removed so use a combination of 
½ inch AF sockets and spanners to undo the securing bolts at the top 
and on the adjuster underneath.

Make sure the engine is cool and then undo the lower radiator pipe 
and allow the water to drain out. Catch it in a suitable container; a 
cat litter tray is perfect for this job!

The radiator is attached to the cowling with four small bolts (if they 
haven’t already snapped off!) these can be removed using a 3/8 inch 
socket or spanner.

To make life easier remove both the grille 
and the bonnet. Use a marker pen or similar 
to mark the position of the bonnet on the 
hinges so it can be replaced in exactly the 
same position.
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The jubilee clip on the top hose can now be 
undone at the radiator end. Once undone 
pull the hose off the radiator outlet.

The radiator cowling is held in place with a single bolt at the bottom, use a ½ inch AF socket 
with a long reach bar to undo it and withdraw it completely.

Using a 7/16 inch AF socket or spanner undo 
the support bracket that links the radiator to 
the engine. If you need to undo the ones that 
also secure the thermostat housing in place 
then it’s a good idea to remove that 
altogether and fit a new gasket.

Next you will need a 7/16 inch AF socket or 
spanner to undo the four small bolts that 
secure the fan blade, spacer and pulley to 
the water pump. They can all then be lifted 
off the water pump impeller shaft.

You should now be able to lift out the radiator followed by the outer cowling. It is possible to 
remove as one unit but I prefer to separate them to avoid any damage to the thin cooling 
vanes on the radiator.

The water pump is fixed to the engine block 
with four bolts. Use a 7/16 inch AF socket and 
ratchet to undo them all. You may find that 
more water drains out of the block now so 
ensure the tray is still in place.
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• FIT AND FORGET - NO MESSING!
• IMPROVED STARTING
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8mm HT Leads
Performance double silicone.
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£2495

Viper Ignition Coil
Advanced oil free technology.
Traditional looks, modern
performance. Available in
Silver / Black / Gold.
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45D Distributor
Top or side entry distributor cap.
Available as Points, Electronic ,
High Energy and Positive Earth.
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£9495

Ignition Bundle
Electronic distributor, ignition
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New water pumps are available from most 
Mini specialists and high street motor 
factors. Expect to pay around £20 which 
should include a new gasket. You will also 
need some gasket sealant.

With the pump removed, use a flat bladed 
scrapper to clean the water pump mounting 
surface to remove any traces of old gasket, 
sealant or rust so that the new gasket will 
seal properly.

The pump can now be removed from the 
engine block. The pump can get stuck 
through corrosion or old liquid gasket. If it is 
reluctant to move then give it a tap with a 
soft faced mallet or similar.

Tighten these up carefully and evenly, doing 
them a bit at a time and working in a cross 
pattern. Avoid over tightening them as you 
may damage the thread.

Position the pump into place on the engine 
block and then insert the four bolts. The two 
shorter ones go at the front and the longer 
ones at the back...

Apply a layer of sealant to both sides of the 
gasket. This will not only help to prevent any 
leaks but it will also hold the gasket in place 
whilst you are installing the pump itself.

The fan must be fitted the correct way 
round, you should have ‘Engine Side’ 
(pictured above) written on it and obviously 
this must face the engine!

Fit the pulley, spacer, fan and any washers 
that were fitted originally back onto the car 
and secure with the four bolts and spring 
washers. Fully tighten all four bolts and then 
place the fan belt round the pulley.

Fit the lower radiator hose and secure with the jubilee clip. It’s a good idea to inspect all 
hoses and clips before refitting. Replace any that are worn, split or corroded.
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Secure the cowl and the radiator in position 
using the bolts removed earlier and then refit 
the top support bracket between the 
thermostat housing and the cowl.

Check the condition of the top hose and clip 
and re-attach to the top outlet on the 
radiator. Tighten the jubilee clip and you can 
then refill the cooling system with the 
correct mixture of water/antifreeze.

If your car is equipped with a bypass hose fit a new one. The radiator cowling and radiator 
can now be refitted to the car. Fit the lower hose and tighten the jubilee clip.

The alternator will also need to be refitted to 
the engine block. Loosely install all the nuts 
and bolts and then pass the fan belt around 
the pulley and just nip the bolts up to hold it 
all in place.

You can now tension the fan belt so that 
there is approximately ½ inch of play in the 
longest run of the belt. Once happy, fully 
tighten all the bolts and then re-check the 
fan belt tension.

Run the engine up to normal working temperature checking there are no leaks and then 
allow to cool fully before re-checking the coolant level. Top up with your antifreeze mixture 
if necessary then refit the grille and bonnet and that’s it, job done!



67

• 200 BHP TURBO
• 1340 ROAD RACER
• RESTORED COOPER
• MINT 1275GT

AUGUST 2019
ISSUE 293

• BREWER’S COOPER
• OLDEST MORRIS
• GT MINISPRINT
• VTEC’D CUSTOM

SEPTEMBER 2019
ISSUE 294

• 230 BHP RED TOP
• MODDED PICKUP
• JUBILEE LE
• STIMSON MINIBUG

OCTOBER 2019
ISSUE 295

• COOPER S ESTATE
• 1340 RALLY TRIBUTE
• PRISTINE ELF
• THE HARMOKE

NOVEMBER 2019
ISSUE 296

• 300 BHP VETECHBUSA
• GT ESTATE
• FLOWER POWER MINI
• 1965 MKI AUSTIN

DECEMBER 2019
ISSUE 297

• K-HEAD PICKUP
• SMOOTH STREETER
• CHAMP HILLCLIMBER
• TRAD TUNED SALOON

JANUARY 2020
ISSUE 298

• COOPER SPORT
• 1380 HORNET
• AUSSIE EXPORT MOKE
• ACS MARTINI MINI

FEBRUARY 2020
ISSUE 299

• WILD KITTED SALOON
• ULTRA CLEAN PICKUP
• LOTUS CLUBMAN
• GTM STORY

MARCH 2020
ISSUE 300

• 200 BHP TURBO
• SUPERCHARGED CUB
• STREET RACER
• MODDED MINIVAN

APRIL 2020
ISSUE 301

• 1430 CLUBMAN
• COOPER S TRIBUTE
• TURBO UNIPOWER
• 1979 1100 SPECIAL

MAY 2020
ISSUE 302

• ZEEMAX CRUISER
• TURBO’D SALOON
• MINT MKI 1275GT
• KAD 16V BUILD

JUNE/JULY 2020
ISSUE 303

• K-SERIES TURBO
• V6 SUPER COOPER
• ANTELOPE 1275GT
• WOODY RESTORED

SUMMER 2020
ISSUE 304

• SMOOTH 1330
• HYDRO CUSTOM
• CUSTOM 1275GT
• ORIGINAL MKI

AUGUST 2020
ISSUE 305

• 1460 COOPER SLEEPER
• 250 BHP Z-CAR
• JAP SPEC COOPER
• ORIGINAL MKI AUSTIN

SEPTEMBER 2020
ISSUE 306

• RSP COOPER 30TH
• RADICAL MINISPRINT
• BROTHERS’ BUILDS
• SUPERCHARGED MKIII

OCTOBER 2020
ISSUE 307

BACK ISSUES
£4.99 PER ISSUE INCLUDING UK P&P

COMPLETE YOUR MINI ENTHUSIAST COLLECTION BY ORDERING ONLINE:
https://shop.kelsey.co.uk/MMGback OR TELEPHONE: 01959 543 747

Our hotline is open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm
Calls charged at your standard network rate.

SOLD
OUT

SOLD
OUT

SOLD
OUT

SOLD
OUT



68 

Ask the ex
Your Mini questions answered by our experts.

ASK THE 
EXPERTTech

OVER CONSUMPTION
I have a problem with my 
1992 Mini Cooper 1.3 SPi. 

The fuel consumption is 
extremely high and achieves a 
maximum of 23 miles per 
gallon. I took the car to a local 
garage who plugged in their 
diagnostic computer and it 
showed that the inlet air 
temperature sensor and the 
MAP sensor were not 
functioning properly. 

I had the inlet air temperature 
sensor replaced and, at the 
same time, found out that the 
vacuum pipe was connected 
directly from the inlet manifold 
to the ECU, with the purge valve 
connection missing. I 
reconnected all vacuum pipes 
in a working order from the inlet 
manifold. The standard exhaust 
has been replaced with a 
performance cat-back stainless 
steel side exit system. I then had 
my car checked again.

The mechanic put the car for 
the CO2 emission test and the 
reading was OK when the car 
was at idle but the reading was 
approx 0.8 when it was at 2-3k 
revs. We thought that was a bit 
strange because we suspected it
was the catalytic converter and
the lambda sensor that were 
malfunctioning. I knew that the
cat was replaced three months 
ago and so I assumed that it was
in a working condition. So, I 
moved on to concentrate on the

lambda sensor. A new sensor
has been fited and retested —
there is not much of a difference
in the reading. A diagnosis on
the ECU to see if anything was
wrong with the IC was then
constructed and the result was a
fully-working ECU without any
trace of problem. I am now
running out of ideas.

The ECU doctor suspects the
problem could possibly be: 1.
Fuel regulator 2. Fuel return
pipe blocked 3. Valve timing
incorrect 4. Valves leaking/
jamming (tappet adjustment too

tight). I also notice when I’m
driving my car, I always hear
whispering sounds when I
accelerate at or above 2000
rpm and there’s always some
delay when my foot has moved
away from the pedal (the engine
doesn’t drop to idle rpm straight
away — it holds at around 1200
rpm to 1500 rpm for five to six
seconds before it drops back to
around 900 rpm).

From these two driving
experiences, I suspect there
must be either some leakage or
fault between the inlet manifold

to the injector unit where the
air/fuel mixture always
interrupts the engine
performance. The plugs are
always black which suggests
that the mixture might be rich.
Mike

The worst culprit on the
injection cars for

instigating these sorts of
problems is the water
temperature sensor, they’re a
real Achilles’ heel. So we’d
replace that — they’re not very
costly. The idle problem could

LAST AUSTIN
This is a bit on the history
of the Mini. When were

the last separately badged
Austin and Morris Minis
produced in the UK? And were
any of them fitted with an
1100cc engine?
Phil

The last Mini to be fitted 
with the 1100cc engine 

was the Mini Clubman and 
Clubman Estate. Production of
these models ceased in 1980. 
The Austin and Morris 
designates were shelved in late
1969 after a succession of 
mergers – BMC (British Motor 

“The Austin and Morris designates were shelved in 
late 1969 after a succession of mergers”

ASK THE EXPERT 
Our experts can help. Just email minimag.ed@kelsey.co.uk  

with ‘Ask The Experts’  
as the subject. 

Corporation) merged with 
Jaguar Cars earlier in that 
decade, before merging again 
to become BLMC (British 
Leyland Motor Corporation). 
The Austin and Morris 
marques were dropped, 
replaced by the ‘Mini’ range, 
with the blue/silver BL motif.
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be down to the water
temperature gauge, but it could
also be the throttle linkage. They
do wear incredibly quickly on
the injection cars — mainly
through little or no lubrication
from new, and no regular
servicing (ie ongoing regular
lubrication). There’s not a whole
lot that can be done with it by
the DIY-er.

As to whether the valves are
sticking or valve timing
incorrect… The cam timing thing
is highly unlikely unless
somebody has messed with the
cam/timing gears since it left the
factory. To check for valves not
seating/sealing properly, a
simple compression test would
sort that one out, and
adjustment of the valve
clearances is an easy job.

The fuel pressure regulator’s
performance can be checked by
coupling the system up to an
external fuel pressure gauge, the
return pipe checked for
blockage by using an airline to
blow down it (at very low
pressure, fuel filler cap off).

It doesn’t sound like your
garage has been all that helpful
— all the stuff mentioned here is
straightforward mechanics, and
they should have the knowledge

and equipment to deal with this
stuff. I suggest you get along to
a Mini specialist.

ALL AGGRO
While looking around for
a 1275cc engine and

gearbox for my 1980 Mini, I
have come across an Austin
Allegro 1300. There’s not a lot
left of the car – it had been
abandoned in a lockup garage
which was falling down. The
bodywork has almost rotted
away but the engine looks in
good condition and the
odometer in the car is showing
less than 8000 miles.

I know people use A-series
engines from the Metro in Minis,

but it is possible to fit this one?
It looks the same, but I’m sure
whether the gearing would be
correct, if the mounts would
need changing, etc. Are there
enough differences to make it
unsuitable for use in the Mini?
Rob

We’re amazed that you’ve 
managed to find an 

abandoned Allegro! The Allegro 
1300 unit is basically the same 
as a Metro unit, so will require all 
the changes needed to make it 
fit a Mini that apply to a Metro 
unit. It can be fitted complete 
with gearbox straight in to your 
Mini with little more than 
swapping the engine mounts 

over for those on the engine
you’re taking out. 

The main problem here is the 
cooling system design. You will 
have to drill the heater tap take-
off point on the head, but the 
retaining stud holes are already 
drilled and tapped, and use the 
Mini thermostat housing set-up. 
The thermostat will need half-a-
dozen 3mm holes drilling 
around its periphery to allow 
water circulation until the 
thermostat opens (no bypass 
hose as used on the Mini). 

You’ll need the Cooper S-type 
top radiator bracket (part 
number 12G617) and associated 
rubbers and bolts. You’ll also 
need to fit spacers (part number 
12A312 as required) between the 
water pump pulley and the fan 
blade, to stop the fan blade 
hitting the timing gear cover 
mounted breather canister. 
Don’t forget to use sufficiently 
longer bolts — they’re 1/4 inch 
UNF thread. I’d strongly advise 
using a two-core radiator as the 
standard one is barely up to 
cooling a standard engine when 
in good condition. 

SHINE ON
When I started the 
restoration on my MkII 

Mini, I thought the bumpers 
and brightwork looked in 
good condition, so they were 
all removed, cleaned and 
stored away with the intention
of refitting them when the 
bodywork was finished. Now 
the shell looks like new, and 
when the chrome is put next 
to it, it looks too shabby – I 
think it will really let down the
finished car.

Can I get the bumpers and 
grille rechromed? I’ve been 
told that the door handles 
can’t be redone because of the
metal they’re made from – is 
this true?
James

We visited Doug Taylor 
Metal Refinishing (see 

the September 2019 issue of 
Mini Magazine) and were 
surprised at how many items 
can be rechromed, including 
items made of cast material 
such as door handles. It would 
be worth giving them a call and 
discussing your requirements.

There are a couple of things 
to bear in mind. If you’re going 
to have parts rechromed, they 
still have to be in very good 
condition. Each part will go 
through a stripping and 
polishing process, which 
removes old plating and some 
light surface imperfections, but 
won’t deal with serious 
corrosion or damage. It may 
restore the shine, but it won’t 

heal rust holes.
Secondly, this is a highly 

skilled and time consuming 
process, so it doesn’t come 
cheap. Many of the parts that 
you will want restored are 
available new, and unless 
you’re an absolute stickler for 
using all original parts, you’ll 

probably find it’s a lot cheaper 
to buy new than to have the 
old parts restored.

Most Mini front grilles 
weren’t chrome plated to 
start with but were ‘bright’ 
finished. You may find the 
only option if the grille is too 
far gone is to buy new.

“We’re amazed that you’ve managed to find 
an abandoned Allegro...”
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One issue may be the final
drive ratio — it could be a 4.1,
but most likely a 3.76. You’ll get
serious acceleration, but little
top speed. It would be a good
idea to fit a 3.15 crown wheel
and pinion to make the most of
the 1300 unit. If your Mini
already has this fitted, then swap
the bits over and your speedo
will be OK. If it doesn’t then the
speedo will need recalibrating.

Then there’s the clutch
operating system. To save any
grief here — just transfer the
Mini flywheel cover over
complete with whatever set-up
the car uses. The Allegro also
has extra engine breathers.
These can be vented to fresh air
by using hoses fitted down the
inside of the inner wings, or
preferably, with small K&N-type
breather filters attached to
prevent dirt ingestion as the
engine cools down.

ALTERNATIVE SEATS
I recently bought some 
MGF seats to fit in to my 

1990 Mayfair. They were from a 

1999 car and they’re in pretty
good condition considering I 
didn’t pay very much for them. 

While stripping down and 
cleaning I found that the back 
rest was bent – can I buy a 
replacement? Do you have any 
tips for fitting them into the 
Mini? And although they’re in 
OK condition, they’re not 
perfect and I would eventually 
like to get them recovered –  
will I have to go to a trimmers to
get custom covers made, or 

does anyone still sell the
original covers?
Luke

The MGF seats are good 
choice – we have them in 

our project GTM so we know 
they’re comfy, slim enough to fit 
well in the Mini and are a good 
quality seat. In the MGF, the 
runners bolt directly to the floor, 
so in the Mini, you’re going to 
need a subframe. One of the 
subframes that many specialists 

sell for fitting aftermarket seats
into the Mini would no doubt do
the job.

We’d be very wary of re-using
a seat which has been damaged.
Twisting or distortion of the 
back rest would suggest that the 
car these came out of was 
involved in some kind of 
accident, and they will have 
been weakened. It may be why 
the seats were cheap in the first 
place. It’s highly unlikely that 
anyone out there still has a back 
rest frame lurking in a stock 
room, and you also have to 
question whether other areas of 
the seat has been damaged, and 
would only show themselves 
later on. Our advice would be to 
chalk this one up to experience, 
and look for another set of seats 
– as you’ve already found, 
they’re very affordable and there 
seems to be plenty on the 
second hand market.

Recovering the seats will be 
down to your personal choice, 
and there are plenty of specialist 
car trimmers/upholsterers out 
there ready to make your plans 
reality. If you want to retain the 
factory look, Newton 
Commercial can supply you with 
original spec covers. 

STARTER MODEL
I am 14 years old but I’m
already looking to buy a

Mini to do up for when I’m
able to drive. I was wondering
which model would be the
best and the cheapest to buy?

Could you also take into
consideration that I’m
planning on putting a tuned
1275cc engine in the Mini and I
will be adding a number of
other modifications such as
a rollcage.
Alex

This isn’t the easiest 
question to answer. The 

cheapest and best Mini to buy 
could be two completely 
separate issues on their own. 
For instance, do you want to 
buy a completely bog-

standard one as a starting 
point, or buy one that has a 
number of extras on it already 
that you would be happy with? 
Buying cars like this is often 
cheaper than buying a 
completely unmodified one 
and then buying the bits you 
want to fit. 

Your best option is to spend 
some time looking at various 
cars and see if you find 
something that suits your needs 
and your wallet. A cheap Mini is 
likely to be an MoT failure — so 
may be rotten, or maybe just 
mechanically poor. In this case, 
funds will be needed to 
resurrect the car to working 
and roadworthy order. So just 
take your time. Don’t grab the 
first cheap Mini you see unless 
it’s an absolute steal. Take 

many plans to build a 
modified car. As a young and 
newly qualified driver, you 
may find it difficult (and 
expensive) enough trying to 
insure a standard Mini. We’d 
talk to a few insurance 
companies about your plans 
before you go too far.

somebody with you that knows 
what they’re looking at. Join a 
Mini club — the members will 
be only too glad to help all they 
can to get you behind the 
wheel of your own Mini.

It might also be worth 
considering the issue of 
insurance before making too 

“One issue may be the final drive ratio - you’ll get 
serious acceleration, but little top speed”
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The latest Mini products

CLARKE
ELECTRIC HEATERS
From £59.98
These rugged electric fan heaters are the ideal heating 
solution for small to medium sized premises such as 
workshops, garages and more. Stainless steel heating 
elements are housed inside a tough steel cabinet with a 
durable enamelled finish, and feature insulated handles 
for safe handling. They also feature an adjustable heat 
output with thermostatic control to achieve a desired 
room temperature without fail.

 0115 8406190
 www.machinemart.co.uk

MINI SPARES
PERFORMANCE CONE SPRING
£50.39
The Mini Spares Performance Cone Spring is a 
standard height, original shaped cone spring with 
an accurate spring rate and hardness designed to 
provide consistency. The spring uses an elastomer 
synthetic rubber to avoid problems whilst giving a 
better ride with less body roll. They also allow the 
use of original struts rather than having to fit 
Hi-Los, so the car’s originality is preserved. The 
Mini Spares Performance Cone Springs must be 
fitted in pairs, although Mini Spares recommends 
replacing all four cones as a set.

 01707 607700
 www.minispares.com

CLARKE
DIESEL/PARAFFIN 
FIRED SPACE HEATERS
From £226.80
The XR80 provides a heat output of up 
to 20.5kW. Wheels and handles are also 
included for easy manoeuvrability. The 
230V power supply is fitted inside a 
stainless steel combustion chamber with 
automatic flame failure cut out and a 
variable heat control thermostat to keep 
workshops at the perfect temperature.

 0115 8406190
 www.machinemart.co.uk
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POWER-TEC
SHRINKING HAMMER
£37.10
Body repair specialists Power-TEC have just released a new 
shrinking hammer into their extensive range of bodyshop tools 
and equipment. The spirally milled face of the hammer is 
mounted with vulcanised rubber against the angled head of the 
hammer. Upon impact the head grips the surface and twists 
slightly, causing the metal to shrink. The 
rubber section also helps protect the 
hands from the repeated shocks of the 
panel-beating process. This is a quality 
hammer, with a 295mm oak handle. 
The head width is 114mm and the 
spiral head diameter is a useful 41mm.

 01926 815000.
 www.power-tec.co.uk 

MINI SPORT
COMPETITION DRIVESHAFTS
£225
On the back of over 50 years experience and 
development in motorsport, come the Mini Sport ‘R’ 
Range driveshafts. Using knowledge gained from 
the WRC and other top level motorsport, the 
design combines with aerospace materials 
to deliver the ultimate in strength, 
fatigue resistance and weight. 
Available in either Hardy Spicer or 
pot joint fitment.

 01282 778 731
 www.minisport.com

MINI SPARES
FUEL FILLER NECK GROMMET
£8.69
The neck seal that goes around the petrol filler pipe 
on a classic Mini has a nasty habit of shrinking or 
cracking when exposed to the sun’s heat. This is just 
one more part that Mini Spares has now produced a 
modern reproduction of. The Mini Spares version 
will protect against water intrusion and make the 
hole look neater, just like the factory original was 
supposed to. The Mini Spares version is based on 
the original fatter type as used before 1997.

 01707 607700
 www.minispares.com

KELSEY
MINI MAG SUBSCRIPTION
from £9.99
Enjoy the great indoors! Don’t miss an issue of Mini Magazine.
We have several special post-lockdown offers for you…

•  Buy a single issue at the normal cover price with FREE 
delivery to your door (UK only; £1 additional charge for 
international postage)

•  Buy 3 issues for £9.99. (No ongoing 
commitment necessary).

•  Buy 3 issues of the digital edition 
for only £7.99 ($9.99 in the  
United States)

•  Subscribe to never miss an issue and 
have direct delivery to your door – 
and during the coronavirus period,  
get FREE access to the digital edition 
too. Payment by simple continuous 
credit card payment which can be 
cancelled at any time.

Missed a copy of Mini Magazine? Never fear, our back issues 
service is here! (But you’ll want to be quick, they don’t hang 
around for long...)

 https://shop.kelsey.co.uk/promotion/cb20
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KEEPING IT TRIM
Work has been progressing steadily on Mike Brewer’s Cooper S, 
#ProjectFrankie, at Acespeed Historic Motorsport.

Words Gerard Hughes Photography Mike Cowlam

N
o-one would argue that this 
summer has been difficult. But 
despite all that’s been going on, it’s 

great to see so many projects coming 
together. And we’re delighted to see 
Frankie, Mike Brewer’s Cooper S 
project, has been making steady progress 
in the capable hands of the team at 
Acespeed Historic Motorsport.

On our last visit, the body shell had 
just returned from the paintshop and 
looked pretty splendid in its fresh coat of 
Almond Green and Old English White. 
Although the Cooper was red with a 
white roof when Mike bought it, a 
Heritage certificate revealed that it had 
left Longbridge in a very different shade, 
and this marks a return to the original.

While the shell had been away, the 
team had busied themselves with the 

many other tasks required during a 
restoration. Top of the list was 
rebuilding the engine and box. “Before 
we stripped it down, we noticed it ran 
like a Swiss watch and it didn’t smoke,” 
says Andy Harrison, Acespeed’s main 
man. “When we stripped it, we found 
that the rings were stuck in the pistons 
and two or three of the big end shells had 
gone through. There wasn’t a knock and 
there wasn’t an oil pressure problem. It 
sounded in such good order, that to be 
honest, we were surprised to see so much 
wear on the big ends when we got in 
there.” The bearings may have worn, but 
not disastrously so, and the original 
EN40B crank was in great condition, 
requiring only a polish before it was 
ready to go again. “We’ve sorted the 
engine. The crank was polished, 

measured up – it was well within 
tolerance – and fitted new mains, big 
ends and thrusts. New rings were fitted 
once the pistons were cleaned up.”

“The bores were incredible. When I 
say we’ve honed it, I’m sort of 
exaggerating it really – we really just 
cleaned the bores up. It was a really good 
engine. We gave the block a light skim – 
just to make sure it was f lat – and it got 
acid dipped.”

BUILT TO LAST
Andy is keen to point out that this is a 
restoration, not simply a new build with 
items simply plucked off the shelves. So 
with the engine ancillaries, it’s been a 
case of rebuild and re-use where possible 
and only replacing items that have 
reached the ends of their service lives or 

#ProjectFrankie

M
ike

 Brewer’s Cooper S Rebuild
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“It’s the full Newton Commercial package...
and it’s beautiful”

of the rebuild. He wanted everything
new – roof lining, down through the
dash rails to the floor. It’s the full
Newton Commercial package, the full
kit, top to bottom and it’s beautiful. The
parcel shelf, all the edging, all the black
vinyl – everything’s there. It looks
fantastic, I’m really happy with it.”

CHECK SHEET
Keith Moralee, Acespeed stores manager
collected the boxes together and checked
that everything was present and in the
right colour. Each panel was then
checked for colour, type and that
everything was present and correct.
There is nothing worse than setting out
to do a job and finding that a panel is
missing or damaged and the task can’t
be completed...

A selection of panels – and the seats –
were then test fitted to check fit and
colour match, and importantly to show
the client how it will look when it is

3

1

2

those that could cause reliability issues a 
few months down the line. The 
carburettors have been sent to SU Burlen 
for reconditioning.

“We’ve ordered an alternator dynamo 
from Powerlite, and we’ll be using a new 
starter motor for the price of them,” 
explains Andy, “but generally, we try 

and get away with as much of the 
original car as we can. We’re going to 
keep it on points ignition – a lot of 
people go down the electronic ignition 
route – but we’re going to put some 
Swiftune points in it. I race with a set of 
those points and I think they’re been in 
for three seasons, and I’ve just never 
changed them because they haven’t gone 
wrong. With this car, we are doing a 
rebuild – restoring the original engine, 

it’s going to have all its original radius 
arms and things like that. Everything is, 
of course, rebuilt – the radius arms will 
have new pins, bearings and be painted 
up. We’ll put new back plates on the 
brakes. But we want it to be turn key and 
reliable when it goes back to Mike.”

As bought, the original Cooper S 

interior had been missing and been 
replaced with the interior fittings from a 
Riley Elf – in red leather… The return to 
original spec required a large order 
being placed with Newton Commercial. 
“The new trim is Porcelain Green and 
Grey – the car is Almond Green, and the 
car that Mike drove when he visited 
British Motor Heritage had that trim 
with the recliners,” Andy explains. “He 
wanted those and specified them as part 

Engine has proved to be in excellent condition. Genuine EN40B 
crank was in perfect condition and just needed a polish to be ready 
for the rebuild.

Three out of four of the main bearings had just started to pick up, but 
hadn’t caused any damage to the crankshaft.

Pistons and con rods were in great condition but the rings were 
stuck in their grooves. Assemblies were cleaned and new rings fitted.
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finished. Needless to say Mike Brewer
was delighted with what he saw.

“We spend a bit of time making sure
it’s in all right. Back in the old days, you
just slung Mini interiors in and it sat
where it sat. Nowadays, the expected
levels of finish are a lot different. The
quality of the Newton stuff is excellent,”
Andy says.

With the team happy with the interior,
it’s now been removed again and stored
safely away while the rest of the car is
fitted out – it may look complete once
trim is placed in the shell, but there’s a
long way to go until it’s finished.

The next step is to mate up the

subframes with the recently completed
engine, brakes and wheels which will
make the car mobile. We’ll look forward
to seeing the bodyshell become a car
once more.

Final engine assembly taking place.

Andy gives the engine and box a final once 
over. He’s been impressed with how many 
original parts are still with the car.

Cylinder head refitted and a coat of BMC 
green, and the engine and gearbox join the 
growing collection of parts ready to rejoin 
the bodyshell.

Original 1.25 inch twin SUs have been 
dispatched to Burlen for refurbishing.

Acespeed take a lot of care fitting new oil 
pumps, ensuring that they are within 
tolerance and polishing them if needed.

As a matter of course, new mains, big ends 
and thrusts have been fitted to the engine, 
ensuring it’s good for years to come.

4
The block was also in great condition. It was 
faced and the bores were honed. It was then 
sent for acid dipping.

CONTACTS:
Acespeed Historic Motorsport 
www.acespeed.co.uk
British Motor Heritage 
www.bmh-ltd.com
Newton Commercial 
https://newtoncomm.co.uk/
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Work will now turn to completing the final sub assemblies including 
the subframes.

The Cooper gets a once over from Acespeed’s newest recruit and 
workshop pup, Minnie Moo…

The team were delighted with the quality 
and the fit, but still took their time trial fitting 
the trim to make sure everything was perfect. 

Great care is taken to not only protect the 
newly painted body but also the trim itself – 
lots of exposed edges in a Mini!

Just a taste of what’s to come – trim will now 
be removed and stored away carefully while 
the rest of the interior is finished.

Ancilliaries will be checked, cleaned and 
painted where possible, but in the name of 
reliability, some will be replaced. Dynamo 
will be replaced with a Powerlite alternator.

Everybody loves getting parcels, and the 
team at Acespeed are no exception.  
The interior trim was ordered direct from 
Newton Commercial.

It doesn’t get much better than this – full 
Cooper S interior trim kit in Porcelain Green 
and grey. Package also contained carpets, 
headliner and door cards…
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quite straightforward.

I further braced the car to the jig

by making up a simple box frame

that passed through the door

apertures of the shell and rested

snugly on top of the brace bars of

the jig. This was then welded to both

jig and the bracing within the car to

ensure no movement once the

bulkhead was removed.

Inner wings were tackled next

along with a complete windscreen

surround/scuttle panel. Once all

this was done the shell was finally

strong enough to come off the jig

and on to some stands where both 

rear quarter panels and inner 

wheelarches were replaced, as well 

as the rear panel. 

The list of panels continued to 

grow. The rear valance and closing 

panels, front parcel shelf, top rail 

and A-post closing panel were 

replaced before moving on to the 

front end and lining up a pair of 

repaired and reskinned doors...

If this sounds like a lot of work, it 

was! The roof skin and the B and 

C-pillars are about all that’s left of 

the original shell. Had this been a 

Ihave to apologise for my lack of

updates on my Cooper project. It

wasn’t until I started putting

pictures together to write this piece

that I realised just how far it has

moved on!

After my last update I had just

replaced the floor and boot floor,

and was about to start mercilessly

attacking the bulkhead with a

grinder – as you can see from the

photos. This is quite a scary state to

see your car in.

But having the jig, and after

taking lots of measurements, it was

Over Time
Even Ryan’s surprised at how quickly the Cooper shell is coming on.

A simple box section 
frame was made up to 
keep the shell true.

The list of panels replaced
continues to grow.

1. Complete welding
and paint
underneath

2. Rebuild a pair
of subframes

3. Crack on with
Jeff’s GT

To do list

That’s a lot of Heritage 
panel stickers!

Ryan Cowley
Contributor
classicandsport.co.uk 

MINI LIFE I bought my 
first Mini aged 14 and have 
owned plenty since! I’ve 
done the club and show 
thing and also raced them 
in the Mighty minis 
championship. I now 
spend my working life 
restoring them for other 
people.

MINI SPEC 1997 Mini 
Cooper. Standard road car 
with a few mild 
suspension/exhaust etc 
modifications.

MINIS OWNED
1994 Mini Cooper 
1982 Mini Pick-up
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customer’s car, I would have

recommended a replacement shell

as the cost of panels and labour

would have quickly exceeded the

price of a Heritage shell. But as it is

one of my own projects it’s been an

interesting excercise in just how far

you can go with a restoration.

If it was a customer’s car, Ryan would 
have recommended a new shell.

Cutting out the whole front end
can be a scary process but...

As the project currently stands,

it’s now back on the rollover jig for 

some final welding and bracket 

fitting on the underside. Hopefully, 

I should be able to update you on 

this next month, along with Jeff ’s 

1275GT... but that, as they say, is 

another story entirely.  

While you’re in there - 

new inner wings.

“This is quite a scary state to 
see your car in”

...having a body jig can 
make it a little easier.
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quiz any day.

Practice started ok, then drama a

few laps in when the oil warning

light came on for James on track and

the oil gauge showed zero

temporarily. He killed the engine 

and got towed in. The engine steady 

bolt securing the top mount had 

worked loose, allowing the engine to 

rock and the alternator fan to cut 

through the oil cooler pipe causing a 

fountain to cover the engine bay.

Luck was with us though as Nick 

plumbed the remaining oil hose in 

direct from block to filter bypassing

the cooler and the oil was topped up

and, sighs of relief, no damage. The

race was mostly run in cool, wet

conditions and the oil pressure

stayed up and temperature never got 

high all race, nor did the car falter. 

James put in some sparkling laps 

and landed us second Mini – not 

crucial but a nice fillip.

Miserable rain for the race. Nick 

had a dismal first session and came 

back with a paddling pool floor and 

misted up windows. I had an 

Iwas lucky enough to be asked

back by Nick Lyford to take part

in the annual 24 Hour Mini Race

haring his ex-Mighty Mini,

hinking this would be part of a

usy season. Little did I guess that it 

ight be my only outing.

Nick picked up the pieces from 

st year’s disastrous blow up – fresh 

otor and refreshed running gear. 

The spare engine I had built slept 

next to me in my van and I brought 

a host of spares. 

Testing was weird. No checking 

of licences, cars, kit or equipment. 

All done electronically or on trust. 

No spectators either but there are 

never many as it’s a team and family

outing more than anything.

Sharing the car with Nick and his

son James was Alan Evans. The

downside of Alan and myself

joining Nick was, that apart from

James, our average age was 66. The

upside was that we are all about the

same size so no seat changes. We

were lined up against six other Mini

crews, and there were a few other

old ’uns, but I suspect we could have

trounced them in a 50’s Trivia pub

Duffers Rule!
Tim’s back on track, this time for 24 hours…

Tim and the Lyfords looking 
relieved, post race.

1. See if anything  
left to compete in 
this year

2. Start to put cars 
away for winter

To do list
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Tim Harber 
Contributor
www.minimail.co.uk

MINI LIFE Driven them 
since 1967 and started a 
business around them in 
London in 1977. Moved to 
the countryside in 1989 to 
allow more space to fit 
cars and family in. Started 
racing in 2002 (aged 52). 
Have raced Mighty Minis 
but have concentrated on 
Historics since 2010.

MINI SPEC 1961 Racer is 
re-shelled test bed-come-
toy (last out with a seven-
port motor). 1965 1293 
Racer is built to FIA 
Appendix K Historic 
regulations. 1967 Woody 
was wife’s daily driver for 
seven years, and is now 
resting. 1974 Mini Marcos 
is waiting for everything  
to be restored. 1992 Rover 
Cooper is a fuel-injected 
Super Mighty Minis  
race car.

MINIS OWNED
1961 Racer
1965 FIA spec racer
1967 Woody Estate
1974 Mini Marcos
1992 Rover Cooper
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extending mop on a stick which I

had bought to use in my van and we

put it in the car which ensured it

didn’t even try to mist up again with

the threat of a £2.99 Lidl mop; that

and running the driver’s window

down a bit.

James and Alan had their

challenging first stints and my first

2 hour go was at 23.45. As the

second stint was due at 5.45, there

was a 20 second moment of oh-dear-

what-have-I–let-myself-in-for.

Quickly it passed and I got stuck in.

It is so exciting. Track is not overly

busy and overtaking 2 CVs can be

done neatly on straights. The lights

are brill. Hooray for LEDs.

Daylight and drier weather came

during my second stint and it

started to produce a dry line. Always

challenging and I did spin once.

However, in an effort to keep the car

on the track, I kept it in 3rd for

much longer than I would normally

and my fuel consumption went up

and I got the nearest thing to a

telling off from our team manager/

boffin, Bill, to ease back. We used

246 litres of fuel over 675 laps. I had

6 hours and 4 minutes of race time!

We finished 4th Mini out of 7! Good

enough and amazing if ever-so-

slightly knackering experience.

Daftest thing though; we started

talking about next year…

All eyes were on the 
live timing screen.

LED lights were a boon 
on the night sessions.

“Always challenging  
and I did spin once”

A loose engine steady resulted 
in a savaged oil cooler hose. 

The  Lyford team compare 
notes with Simon Tuckley.
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A leaking master cylinder

could be the only culprit.

Checking the levels in both

clutch and brake really didn’t

give much away – they looked

pretty much the same as when I

last checked. Checking the

cylinder pushrods under dash

was just as inconclusive.

What was obvious was that

brake fluid is just as damaging to

glass fibre gel coat as it is to paint –

the bulkhead around the bases of

the master cylinders is bubbled and

ruined. It looks like both will have

to be removed, the body dried out

and repaired and the masters

replaced. Not the best day working

on the GTM…

I think we’re going to look back

on 2020 as a lost summer. I took the 

Elf out for a quick run around the 

block, just far enough to remind me 

how much I love it. It’s so shabby but 

great to drive and packed full of 

character. And it’s been nowhere 

this year. I know I need to do 

something about the bodywork 

over the winter, I just can’t decide 

how far it needs to go…

Ihave to admit that the GTM

project did feel like it was coming

together a little too easily.

Running. Driving. Even stopping

reasonably well. I’d even started

thinking about pepping the

bodywork up a little and had started

to mend a few of the cracks with

resin. Next job was to start stripping

off lights and external fittings to

give this vinyl wrapping idea a

proper go before the weather turns

too gloomy and cool.

On opening the driver’s door,

there was a distinct wet patch in the

footwell that hadn’t been there

before – I wouldn’t remembered it

from my previous time spent in

there removing redundant wiring

and replacing the ignition barrel.

You can get a little over confident with project cars sometimes...

They couldn’t be more different, 
but great to see them both 
outside after this summer.

Running Out

Brake fluid wrecks gel coat just as readily
as it does paint. Another job for the list.

Hopefully, 2021 will allow me a lot more 
opportunities to get out and about in this pair.

Gerard Hughes
Editor

MINI LIFE Been into 
Minis for as long as I can 
remember. Worked on the 
first issues of Mini 
Magazine in 1996, and was 
editor from 1997 to 2001. 
Never been too far away 
from Minis, the scene or 
the magazine.

MINI SPEC Standard 
1969 Riley Elf with lots of 
rust, split seats and mostly 
functioning mechanicals.

GTM Rossa with MG Metro 
1275cc engine. Been in 
long term storage so will 
need lots of work if we’re 
to take it out on the track 
this summer.

MINIS OWNED
Quite a few over the 
years including a MkI 
1275GT, van, several 
estates, Status 365  
and many cheap and 
cheerful saloons.

1. Clean up all the 
brake fluid.

2. Plan for winter.

To do list

I was sure there wasn’t puddle of brake 

fluid in the footwell last time I looked.

Levels don’t appear to have dropped but it’s 
got to be coming from somewhere.
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A monthly magazine, National Mini Day at Beaulieu, 
regular events, a strong regional network and tours 

all help you to make the most of your Mini.

Find out more at minicooper.org or call 07908 965470
minicooperregister �

mini cooper register

Club Sponsors

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Rare opportunity to acquire a specialist Mini

repair/restoration/maintenance business.
Midlands based, established 30 years, current

owner retiring a�er 27 years, excellent
reputation, loyal customer base, ongoing and

future work already booked.
New 5 years premises lease.

OITR of £25k
Serious enquiries to:

minibizforsale@gmail.com
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Call Tom 07969 681328 or David 07828 912986

We also sell castor kits and shell dollies
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O V E R 8 0 0 0 R O L L O V E R J I G S S O L D !

Starting
from

£270.00

Midlands Based Classic Mini specialist
Restoration
Paintwork

All makes & models 
Classic or modern

Tel - 01827 767350 
www.classicandsport.co.uk
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CARS

40TH ANNIVERSARY

1999, POA. Low mileage, one owner from
new, garage kept, one of only 50 made in
white, all extra as standard and please
call for more information. Please call
07831329920
100657

MINI 998CC

1992, £4,900. White roof, resprayed,
many new parts, new MoT, good
condition. Rollover bar, red interior,
carpet, black seats with red piping. Gold
minilites with Yokohamas, rebuilt front
calipers, Minifin rears. Please call
01386831298 , West Midlands.
103234

AUSTIN MAYFAIR

 1984, 33500 miles, £5,995. Garaged for 
20 years, newly recommissioned, auto 
gearbox totally rebuilt, new tyres, new 
brakes, pads and cylinders and fl exi 
pipes. Runs perfectly, 12 months MoT, 
looks great and great fun to drive. Please
call 07863129175, Wales. 
 101656 

AUSTIN MAYFAIR
1980, 86750 miles. Dry stored, light
use. Metallic charcoal with red interior.
In stunning condition. Please call
07885731697
100485

1987, £2,500. Advantage. Converted by
custom cabrios. All body work done; new
doors, new tyres, 1275 engine, superlite
wheels. No time to finish. Large history
file. Please call 07774420364, South East.
100852

COOPER

POA. Restored 2009, 1988mls since.
Ennion workshop body restoration.
1030cc, S brakes, distributor and rims.
Newton Commercial replica recliners.
Documented competition history prior
to 2009. Reluctant sale. Please call
07947379606, North West.
101609

COOPER

 93000 miles, £1,700. J 92 Mini Project. Needs 
TIC, 998cc, Ultralite Wheels, Cobra front seats, 
Kenwood Music System. Please call 
07587463131, East Midlands. 
 103574 

 COOPER 
2000, 59000 miles, £11,750. COOPER 
SPORT MPI. MAJOR RESTORATION 
CARRIED OUT BY PREVIOUS OWNER
IN 2015/2016, SUPER CONDITION, 
DRIVES GREAT, HAS FULL LENGTH 
ELECTRIC SUNROOF, TINTED GLASS,
ALUMINIUM DASH, SILVER/BLACK 
FULL LEATHER SEATS. Please call 
07801672552, South East. 
 103098 

COOPER

 1999, 72000 miles, £7,750. One year 
MOT until June 21, good condition black 
leather interior with cream trim, walnut 
dash, stainless steel door furniture 
(original available on request), 13 inch 
superlight alloys, new tyres, CD player, 
car cover provided. Please call 07975 
882499, South East. 
 102405 

COOPER

 £10,950. X-reg. MoT till August 2020. 
Full length ESR, major restoration 2016 
by previous owner. Black/silver leather 
and metal dash. Please call 
07801672552, South East. 
 102329 

 COOPER 

 1964, POA. A Morris Mini Cooper S in 
Almond Green. Fully race converted to a 
highly competitive specifi cation, ready to 
race. Please call 01234 713 083, South 
East.  (T)
 103143 
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COOPER

1968, £33,995. 1968 Austin mini Cooper
Mk2. In Glacier White with Black trim.
Recently rebuilt to Full Cooper S Spec.
These include new wiring loom, wiper
motor, wheel boxes, radiator, water
pump, calipers, pads, discs etc. The body
was fully rebuilt by Tony Ennion Please
call 01636812700, East Midlands.
103173

COOPER

1998, 75000 miles, £9,500. Silver sun
roof MoT 18/11/20 no rust, stage 3 head.
St Steel exhaust, thatcham alarm, JBW
wheels, Yokohamas, black leather/walnut
interior. Please call 07977570352, South
East.
101539

COOPER

 1969. Excellent condition, red body 
work and a white roof. Please call 
01407762586, Wales. 
 100938 

BMW COOPER

2003, £2,695. S supercharged, 2 previous
owners FSH, 2 keys, mot sept 2021, drives
superb, half leather,factory standard bar
genuine jcw exhaust, up an coming classic.
Please call 07794225286, South East.
103497

BMW COOPER S

2004, 77000 miles, £13,950. Full
Panoramic sunroof, sat nav, cruise
control, chili pack, sports leather seats,
climate control, sports suspension and
a host more extras. Liquid yellow, 19”
wheels. superb body and paintwork.
Please call 01844 281700, East
Midlands.

BMW COOPER

 2013, 56767 miles, £6,495. A STUNNING 
LOOKING COOPER D WITH PLENTY OF 
EXTRAS FINISHED IN A GREAT COLOUR 
COMBINATION. Please call 01604713599, 
East Midlands. (T) 
 103608 

BMW COOPER

 86000 miles, £4,995. A GREAT SPEC 
MINI IN A LOVELY COLOUR 
COMBINATION OF LASER BLUE WITH 
BLACK PART LEATHER INTERIOR AND 
GLORIOUS GLOSS BLACK 17” ALLOY 
WHEELS. WELL MAINTAINED WITH 7 
SERVICES. Please call 01604713599, 
East Midlands. (T) 
 103120 

BMW COOPER

 2017, 18000 miles, £13,450. one owner. 
excellent condition, well looked after, JCW 
body kit. 2.0 196bhp. Please call 
07534972991, North West. 
 103538 

   ROVER COOPER

 1991, POA. Rare sought after colour of 
storm grey with black roof. Needs 
restoring but the car is complete. Bottom 
of the driver’s door needs repairing and 
the car needs recommissioning. Open to 
sensible offers. Please call 01749938075 
 100196 
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ROVER MINI

1999, 52000 miles, £12,500. Only made
50 in this colour. Ready to use, no work
needed. Please call 07812705754, East
Midlands.
102377

COUNTRYMAN

1969, £9,500. Rare Mini Countryman
Estate ‘Woody’. April 1969 998cc Petrol
, 2-Axle rigid body, Blue. Roadworthy (
garage serviced June 2020). Needs TLC
on paintwork and tyres but bodywork
sound. Please call 07407 743062 ,
South East.
102389

MARGRAVE

 1976, £38,500. Wood and Pickett 
1275cc Margrave. Owned since 1986, 
featured in December Mini World. Full 
history available. Just 3,500 miles since 
rebuild. Priced to sell. Please call 
07739506267, Scotland. 
 103238 

  MAYFAIR 
 1985, 35000 miles, £425. Not used in 7 years, 
original condition. Started to strip down to 
restore. All car parts plus spare manual engine 
and gears with car. Please call 07977420014, 
South West. 
 103381 

ROVER COOPER

2000, 59000 miles, £11,750. MAJOR
RESTORATION CARRIED OUT BY
PREVIOUS OWNER IN 2015/2016,
SUPER CONDITION, DRIVES GREAT,
HAS FULL LENGTH ELECTRIC
SUNROOF, TINTED GLASS, ALUMINIUM
DASH, SILVER/BLACK FULL LEATHER
SEATS. Please call 07801672552, South
East.
102878

ROVER MINI

£14,995. Limited edition Cooper Sport
500. Total restoration in 2017. No rust.
Dry stored since. Restored using genuine
Heritage panels. Engine overhauled with
new gaskets, gearbox flywheel etc.
Thousands spent on it. Comes with
original owners manual and service book
in Rover folder. Has part service history.
Two sets of keys and fobs. Receipts and
photographs from restoration. Some bits
and pieces to sort for MOT. Please call
07759251793, North East.
102641

ROVER MINI

1990, 70000 miles, £3,000. Black with 
Union Jack on roof. Spare set of original 
wheels. Runs and drives just no MoT. 
Garaged, some body work needed. 
Please call 07944673059 
100508 

 ROVER COOPER 

 2000, 65000 miles, £6,250. All major 
work completed to a high standard, 
including new subframe, sills and brakes 
all round. 12 months MOT, no advisories. 
Excellent original spec daily driver. Please 
call 07738321781, West Midlands. 
 103206 

ROVER MINI

 1987, £2,500. Mini Cooper look alike 1275 no 
MOT. Runs well.offers over £2500. Please call 
07551603949, Wales. 
 103653 

ROVER COOPER

1998, 1008 miles. Truly a collectors 
piece. 100 only ever made and this is 1 of 
a few remaining built as a special order at 
the John Cooper workshop super used 
by Tony Franks and is totally original. 
Please call 07368882945 
 100228 
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SALOON

1975, 60200 miles, £6,000. Great
condition with 1000 engine in. Just had
MoT done for buyer’s peace of mind.
Tax-exempt. Great runner, been
garaged, service history. Need to see
to appreciate. Only two previous
owners, with the current owner for the
past 16 years. Very reluctant sale.
Guaranteed valuation of £6,500 valid
for two years. Please call 07504690816
100194

MINI VAN

1961, 21000 miles, £20,000. Willow
green, 2 owners from new. Please call
01767631340, East of England.
103109

MINI VAN

1982, £9,950. Fully restored, 1300 MG 
Metro engine, 12inch alloy wheels, front 
disc brakes and towbar. Will include 
original 850cc engine with sale. Please 
call 07885 830451 , East Midlands. 
103215 

MAYFAIR

1987, £10,495. Stage 4 head, Omega
pistons, Avonbar cam, straight cut drop
gears. Full body/engine restoration in
‘04. Adjustable suspension. Rare
Compomotive wheels. Full Cobra
Clubman interior. MOT March 21. Many
extras included. Fantastic condition
throughout.Search ‘classic mini turbo’
on PistonHeads. Please call
07789478744, South East.
103214

MAYFAIR

1985, £4,500. Been given a rat style look.
998cc engine. Brand new front bucket
seats. 6 months MOT. Proper little head
turner. Please call 07487640348, West
Midlands.
101902

MINI MK V

 1984, 10000 miles, £10,000. 1,400 
engine, Spax shocks, Hi-Lows, vented 
disks, colour coded half leather interior. 
Fresh MoT, 2nd family owner from new. 
Near Mint condition. Huge fi le of receipts 
and bills. Please call 07970 869 094, 
South East. 
 103230 

 MAYFAIR 

 1984, £2,500. Needs some work  for MOT.  
Runs well ring for details. Please call 
07551603949, Wales. 
 103536 

MAYFAIR

 1987, 64,000 miles, £8,750. Owned for 
10 years, completely professionally 
restored, including underbody 
rustproofi ng, new upholstery, larger 
radiator, quartz headlights, heated front 
window, temperature gauge, good 
speakers, stainless exhaust and 
bumpers.  Excellent condition throughout. 
Please call 07900 431978 
 100112 

MAYFAIR

 1990, 28000 miles, £4,250. Metallic 
Green, alloy wheels, walnut dash.  MOT 
Sept but hardly used since last MOT. 
Please call 07906 724815 , North West. 
 102390 
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RADIATORS

£40. Serk Marston, new, boxed. £40. Two ARP
1106 race/road radiators each with small leaks
otherwise in good condition. £5 each. Please
call 01243 372167, South East.
103258

MINI F/SUBFRAME

 £350. MK1 Mini original (stored) F/subframe, 
Stencilled markings, still has BMC Wax 
Coating. Please call 07979406536, Yorkshire 
and the Humber. 
 103393 

  MINI PARTS 
 £80. Stainless steel centre outlet, twin 
silencer in VGC including fi tting kit. 
Various other parts including front sub-
frame mountings, chrome badges, 
turbos, Mini N/G/C thermostat housing. 
Collection only. Please call 07929709842, 
South East. 
102813 

MINI PARTS
£50. Mini bootlid clubman £50. Morris 
Minor engine 1098cc £160. Wheel for MG 
Midget £55. Morris Minor A30803cc good 
condition, £125. Please call 
01173294295, West Midlands. 
102989 

  MINI DRIVER’S DOOR 

 £30. Very rough. Will require repair and 
reskin. Please call 07738213973 , East 
Midlands. 
 102749 

  MINI ENGINE AND GEARBOX 
 Reasonable prices. Please call 01242572949, 
South West. 
103428 

MINI GEARBOX  

£300. Mini Cooper 997/998 original gearbox 
with remote. Please call 07979406536, 
Yorkshire and the Humber.
103392 

MINI HYDROLASTIC DISPLACERS 

 £650. For Cooper. Please call 
07979406536, Yorkshire and the Humber. 
 102727 

MAYFAIR PARTS
1998, £125. Grey interior seats and door 
cards. Please call 01670 715839 
100075 

  Parts and Accessories 

MINI LIGHT WEIGHT ALLOYS 

 £180. 4 x 5 x 10. Please call 
07979406536, Yorkshire and the Humber. 
 102726 

MINI BONNET

1995, £40. Removed from 1995 Cooper 
1.3i. As far as I know, could be original. 
Please call 07738213973 , East Midlands. 
 102747 

  MINI BOOT LID  

 £20. Very rough, origins unknown. Please 
call 07738213973 , East Midlands. 
 102748 
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MINI PASSENGER DOOR

£30. Very rough. Will require repair and
reskin. Please call 07738213973 , East
Midlands.
102750

MINI SMALL TRAILER

£200. Tyres good but needs welding.inc ramps.
Please call 07551603949, Wales.
103568

MINI MINI MKIII PARTS

£400. Boot lid, Passenger door, Bumpers Door
handles, Front door, Companion boxes,
Dashboard, New Rear valance, Floor and boot
repair panels. Please call 07884440066, East
Midlands.
103476

MINI MINILITE REPLICA ALLOWS 13IN

 £220. Fitted with 165/55/13 tyres. Some 
rim damage but not excessive. Please call
07738213973 , East Midlands. 
 102751 

  MINI WING - RH – CODE RH 1986 WITH 
REPEATER HOLE 

£40. Have never been fi tted. Possibly 
some storage damage, cannot be certain.
Costs New £61.49. Please call 
07738213973 , East Midlands. 
 102752 

MINI WIDE BODY KIT 

 £40. Some scuffs. Doesn’t look to have 
been painted. Please call 07738213973 ,
East Midlands. 
 102746 

CLASSIC MINI SUMP GUARD 

£40. Strong and light. Please call 
07831528329, Yorkshire and the Humber.
 101666 

  Miscellaneous 

POPART

 £1,650. Corgi MINI popart no.349. In 
original box and in very good condition. 
Please call 07704250258 
 100476  

WORKSHOP MANUALS 
 £8. M MINI 1969- H646 V. Corsa 1993 - 
H 1985, N. Micra 1993- H3254, P.205 
1983 - H932, P207 2006 - H4787, A 
metro 1980 - H718. Please call 
01132584130, North East. 
 101874 

MINI WORKSHOP MANUAL

 1964, £35. Genuine BMC workshop 
manuals AKD4935 -4061 for 1964 -66-
67 covers saloon- pick up traveller 
-Moke - cooper 997-998 -S 1071 -970-
1275  1967 book very clean. Please call 
07837891426 , South East. 
 102740 

 wanted 

MINI

 Wanted. Cooper Car Company boot 
badge from approx. 1989/90. Two sizes 
were available at the time.  I am looking 
for the larger one which is 10cm’s or so 
wide. Please call 07980844421, Greater 
London. 
102964



Brake Parts

Build | Repair | Restore

Padiham, Lancashire UK

ALL YOUR Mini NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF

3000 sq.ft. Showroom1

Our showroom is packed full of products that will
enhance, improve or restore your Mini. Open 6 days
a week, so feel free to come down, browse around.

Worldwide Mail Order 2

Shipping to over 100 countries daily, our Mail Order
Department can deliver any part for your Mini
direct to your door quickly and for less.

Rebuild & Service Centre3

Body Restoration & Re-spray 4

Pushing the boundaries of development, seeking
relentless improvement, underpins our investment
in technology as the bedrock of Mini’s future.

Fully equipped workshops with highly skilled,
trained technicians, to fit any Mini product, or rebuild
the rarest Mini examples to concourse standards.

Unfortunately Minis are prone to one or two rust
spots! Mini Sport’s Bodywork & Spray centre can
return your Mini back to showroom condition.

A philosophy of continual development, drawing on
a 50 year heritage, with a proven track record, Mini
Sport gives you the edge in motorsport or on the road!

All your Mini needs online!

Powertrain Engineering Dept5

Advanced CNC Engineering 6

12
3

4

5
6

Quality Parts at

Exterior Styling

Cooling & Heating

Electrical & Lighting

Mail Order Specialists

Body Panels

Design & innovation

Mini Sport Limited | Thompson Street,
Padiham, Lancashire, BB12 7AP. UK

10” Steel
Wheel

ST400
Exhaust

Special
Wheel
Arches

MPi
Radiator

Suspension
Cone

Clutch
Pressure

Plate

Designed |Built on decades
of experience...

Our philosophy of continual development and investing
in the future is born from a passion for the Mini!

A Selection of Original Specification and original tooling parts from Mini

Swivel
Hubs

1 Showroom &Warehouse
2 Worldwide Mail Order Dept.
3 Garage & Fitting Centre
4 Body Restoration & Spray Centre
5 Powertrain Engineering Dept.
6 M.A.D. Advanced Engineering

Parts | Price | Range

40,000 sq ft
over 5 acres
dedicated to

the Mini

Steering Racks



Suspension Parts

Advanced
CNC engineering...

3D PRINTING
Prototyping the

Rigid 1 piece
alloy caliper

3D SCANNING
High accuracy 3D

measurement &
reverse engineering

DESIGNED, DEVELOPED
& MANUFACTURED
Producing high
quality, precision
products in the UK

INFINITE POSSIBILITIES
With 5-axis CNC milling,

interfaced with innovative
CAM technology

Drive
Flange

Roller
Tip Rockers

Clutch
Arms

Great Value for your Mini

Interior Styling

Mechanical Parts

Exhaust & Fuelling

Delivering Worldwide

The Choice of Legends

Over 13,000 Quality Parts

DIVISION

The Best just got Better!

Setting the benchmark even
higher with the R Division Range,
bringing the proud motorsport
history that is part of the Mini
Sport DNA, into the present.

A World First
in Mini Design

1st

+44 (0)1282 778731
sales@minisport.com

Developed | Manufactured |

...Ensuring the
Mini’s futurei Sport

Setting the benchmark, Mini Sport Engines -
Best in Quality, Value & Reliability

Cylinder Heads
Remanufactured
or modified

Gearboxes
Remanufactured
or Competition

Performance
Engines & Kits
- Fast Road, Race
  or Rally

Remanufactured
Engines

- all models

Crankshafts

COOPER
CAR COMPANY

The biggest name in Mini. Joining forces
with Mini Sport in the 90's, John Cooper
insisted on the best!

PADDY HOPKIRK
1964 Rallye Monte-Carlo winner, is
a brand ambassador for Mini Sport.
Recognising our commitment to
continual innovation & improvement,
Paddy works along side us.

Building alliances with Mini Fans around the World Since 1967

C
A

U

SEWAY COA
ST

GENUINE COOPER
CLASSIC MINI PARTS

Giving back to the Mini Community

Adjusta
Ride

...With a philosophy of
relentless improvement

...Pushing the boundaries
of development...

4 Pinion
Differential


